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We talked of pipeclay— regulation cape- 
Long twenty-foun— short culverins and mortart— 

Condemned the ' Horae-Guarde' for a set of raps. 
And oursed our fate at being in such quarters. 

Some smoked, some sighed, and some were heard to niore t 
Some wished themselves five fkthoms 'neath the iilwaj ; 

And some did pray— who never prayed before— 
That they might get the ' route' for Cork or Galway." 
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PREFACE. 



' In presenting this new edition to the world, it may be thought 
necessary that I should say a few words — and forfcunatel j a yerj 
tbw will suffice — as to the circumstances under which the work 
was first written. I was living at the time in a quiet little water- 
ing-place near the Giant's Causeway, with not much occupation 
and less society, when the idea occurred to me of jotting down 
some of the many stories that were trotting through my head : 
some, heard in my early boyhood ; others, constructed out of real 
incidents that had occurred to my Mends while travelling ; and 
others, again, were — as the adventures of Trevanion and the Erench 
Duellist, for instance— facts well known to many who formed part 
of the army of occupation in France. 

To give an apparent consistency to such a mass of incongruous 
adyenture befalling one individual, I was obliged to create a cha- 
racter which should combine within its own limits certain incon- 
sbtencies ; and while possessing daring energy and ready- witted- 
ness in emergency, should be yet so weak of purpose, and so easily 
swayed by cii'cumstances, as to be perpetually the sport of accident. 
I had to imagine one with such consummate self-reliance that he 
rarely dreaded a peril, and such utter want of foresight that he 
was perpetually in trouble. It was not very difficult for an Lnsh- 
man. to conceive such an individual ; nor need I have looked long 
through my acquaintances without finding more than one who 
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could have s^ for tlie portrait. It was tlius that the character of 
Harry Lorrequer was originally sketched out in my own mind — 
an explanation that I make the more willingly, since it serves me 
for the opportunity of saying, that in no part of these " Confessions," 
as has been imputed to me by certain critics, was I merely re- 
cording actual incidents of my own life, and inditing an auto- 
biography. I am free to own that my career has had its usual 
share of amusing incidents and adventnroi, but that not any of 
those which fell to the share of Harry Lorrequer ever chanced to 
be the lot of his historian. 

The first few chapters were thus written and published, when I 
left Ireland to go and reside on the Continent. Partly from the 
interruption thus incurred, partly from the influences of new 
objecta of inteoeat, L ceased to care for mj hero or hia adventures, 
aody half resolving to abftndon him, thought no more on. tLe 
subject. A. letter from one of my publishers,, however,, gave ma 
to understand that ihe. readers of the "Dublin Vhiwersity* Ma- 
gaeine^^ had expressed some desire for a continuance of these 
sketches, which had been well received by the press and the public. 

The information astonished me not a little, and I was assuredly 
much flattered at the notion that, instead of employing interest to 
obtain, the admission of my '^ article" in. a journal of high repute, 
I should be actually solicited to becoma* a contributor. It ia a 
good many yeans ago now unce the time I speak of, but I have.a 
most yivid recollection of the delight that same announcement 
g^va me. Prom my early schoolboy di^s I had been ar passionate 
admirer of magazine literature. Blachoood, and the I^ew MonMif 
— ^both of them, at that period, in their highest excellence — ^were 
my greatest enjoyment^ and I could not have pictured to my mind 
a higher object of ambition than to have been the writer of a- paper 
UL either of them. Of the "Dublifi TTniverdty Magazine " I well 
knew some of my most distinguiahed countrymen were contribu* 
tors, that its £Eune was daily increasing, that in scholadike learning 
and able criticism it was second to none, while its lig^iter litenu 
tore was adorned by some of the very first o£ Irish, writers. Ta 
ba admitted aa a* brother of such, a gj|uM waa indeed, than, no 
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small distinction, and I lemember well tlie proud enthusiaam that 
filled me as I tliongbt of sucli a destiny. 

Thus stimulated, I resumed my story — if so I dare presume to 
call it — ^writing on with a reckless haste too palpably evident in 
these pages, and drawing entirely on the resources of a buoyant 
and very enjoyable temperament, with scarcely erer a moment of 
consideration or reflection. My natural high spirits and light- 
heartedness imparted to me a species of energy that, in a measure, 
supplied the place of power ; and — ^no small good fortune in its way 
— ^I had fallen upon a most indulgent public ! 

I am quite certain that no one has ever felt in reading these 
pages one half the amusement they afforded me in the writing, 
since, untrammelled by any rules of art, imburdened with the re- 
quirements of a plot, imconscious of my thousand transgressions 
as regarded probability, I dashed fearlessly along, clearing all 
before me like a schoolboy in his first hunting-field. 

As an instance of how lightly I treated the responsibilities of 
authorship, I may mention a circumstance which occurred at this 
period. The last number, containiug the denouement of Harry 
Lorrequer, was entrusted to a private hand for conveyance to 
Ireland, and, with the usual fate of such ventures, was not de- 
livered. My publisher, who had waited with all due impatience 
up to the last moment, at length wrote to me, and in a strain 
of indignant reproach such as only " the Trade" know how to 
apply to an author ! I rejoined, assuring him that I had long 
since completed my work, and transmitted it by a trusty mes- 
senger, but seeing that there was now a possibility that the MS. 
might not come to hand in time, I would vnrite another conclusion, 
leaving him to take his choice of either, or— I believe I said — print 
both, if he pleased it ! 

This I at once did, and this amended ending it was which was 
ultimately published, for the missing MS. arrived only when the 
work was before the world. When I was last in Ireland I saw it 
on the shelves of my Mend the publisher's bookcase, and had the 
pleasure of hearing him say that he preferred it to that which had 
appeared in print. But of all the strange incidents, either in the 

b 
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yoltune itoeli^ or wlaefa. attended itfi eomposition, there jb not aae 
which, at the time of writing, would h«ve seemed to me bo utiar^ 
improbable as the simple i(M9t:thAt, seventeen years la1;pr, I shonld 
be, as 1 now am, called on'te revise it for a new edition. If I was 
quite unprepared for the kind reception it first met with from the 
public, still leas did I ever anticipate, or dare to hope for, this 
lasting show of public favour; and I make the declaration withji 
deeper gratitude, since, (m re-»reading it, I am forced to own upon 
what very slight pretensions I have attained to this distinction. 

There is a well-known stoiy told of a painter who, having &iled 
in many efforts to give the precise e£Sect to the blood-stained foam 
osa the mouth of a war-horse, in a memeat of passionate fury 
hurled his sponge, stained and dyed with many a hue, at the 
canvas, and, to his delight, discovered that he had hit upon the 
very blended tints he wanted. The application of this tale to* 
myself restrains me now in the Tevision of this volume, and I am 
not without the strong suspicion that in the correction of its 
fuilts, I might be not improbably impairing the very chaxaoter 
which first attracted favour towards it. 

I feel how much of indulgence entered into the judgment then 
passed upon it, and I would not jeopardy the verdict by raising .a 
3iew ksue. This conuderation has, therefore, decided me on 
limiting my interference to eirors of the press and occasional 
mistakes in punotuation-^^fiiults. which, in my absence from the 
country when the work was printed, occurred fiur too frequently. 

It would be a tedious operation, for which my reader woidd, 
doubtless, .not tbsaak me, weue I to go. over the incidents of this 
volume, saying in wkfltjcases, fact, <and where, fancy, supplied tiie 
anttterial £n* the story. It will be enough if I say, that in almost 
every case the improbable incident was the real one, and the eom- 
mon-fipkHae evsot had only fiction for its foundatien. This^pecu- 
liarity of '^ Tsuik being stranger than Fiction" a^tears tom^^, how- 
ever, to admit of a .di&reiKt expknatioai. It is not really ihat 
otctual eveEiitsdasaBseend pmbabilitieB mons than imagiuary ones, 
fbut that, inaMcordang 4kem, mpedo sot impastvthat coharence^aad 
eanMstanflf we 4i4tBia ito aoi ^joat pusely .fietitioua .narrictiva. We 
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take the characters of real events as best we may ; we paint them 

after our conception of them, feebly and indistinctly as it may be ; 

whereas, in fiction, we create the individuals with a certain fitness 

for what they enact, and this agreement between the man and the 

act carries with it a degree of verisimilitude often wanting in the 

recital of an actual occurrence. The discordance— the want of 

keeping between the actor and the event — conveys to the mind an 

impression of incredulity, and we condemn as untrue what is 

simply unartistic. Whether my explanation be correct or not, I 

' know that in my own experience — perhaps that of others may 

bear me out — there is a vast difference in the difficulty of relating 

a story of which the characters are real and cannot be moulded at 

wHl, and one wherein the actors are as much at disposal as the 

events : and that difficulty lies principally in the effort to impart 

• an air of truthfulness to the narrative. 

I have now come to the end of my own '^ Confessions," and yet 
I cannot close them without frankly avowing how gratefuUy I feel 
the continued favour that has been bestowed upon these sketches. 
Had they attained to success by high literary merit or graphic 
power of description, my pride had been certainly more, but my 
sense of gratitude less ; for it is precisely in the deficiency of all 
artistic excellence that my, so to say, personal intimacy with my 
reader has been established, and that I have arrived at that shake 
hand cordiality with my public which I would not exchange for 
a higher literary success. The many pleasant acquaintances — 
shall I not add, too, the true friendships — for which I am indebted 
to the happy accident of these pages, show me that I am not de- 
ceiving myself in this assumption. That I may yet be able to do 
more to deserve, and nothing to disparage, such kindness, is the 
hearty desire of 

Your most faithful and devoted servant, 

CHAELES LEVEE. 

Casa Capponi, Florence. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ABBIVAL IN OOBK — dVIC FJUTl V ITISeK-PBiyAXB TRBAXBieiAX& 

It was on a splendid moniing in the autumn of the year 181 — that the 
Howard transport, with 400 of his Majesty's 4— th Eegiment, dropped anchor 
in ths picturesqae harbour of Goye; the sea shone under the purple light of 
the rising sun with a rich rosy hue, beautifully in contrast with the different 
tints of the foHage of the deep w6ods already tinged with the brown of 
autumn. Spike Island lay *' sleeping upon its broad shadow," and the large 
ensign whic^ crowns the battery was wrapped around the flagstaff, there not 
being eyen air enough to stir it. It was still so early that but few persons 
were abroad; and as we leaned oyer the bulwarks, and looked now, for the 
first time for eight long years, upon British ground, many an eye Med, and 
many a heaving breast told how fall of recollections that short moment was» 
and how different our feelings from the gay Ibuoyancy with which we had 
sailed from that same harbour for the Peninsula; many of our best and 
bravest had we left behind us, and more than one native to the land we were 
approaching had found his last rest in the soil of the stranger. It was, then, 
with a mingled sense of pain and pleasure we gazed upon that peaceful little 
village, whose white cottages lay dotted along the edge of the harbour. The 
moody silence our thoughts had shed over us was soon broken : the prepara- 
tions for disembarking had begun, and I recollect well to this hour how, 
shaking off the load that oppressed my heart, I descended the gangway, 
liummizig poor Wolfe's wdl-known song : 

• 

" Why, soldiers, why 
Should we be melancholy, boys ?" 

And to this elasticity of spirits— -whether the result of my profession or the 
gift of God— as Dogberry has it— I know not— I owe the greater portion of 

B 
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the happiness I have enjoyed in a life, whose changes and yicissifcades have 
equalled most men's. 

Drawn np in a line along the shore, I conld scarce refrain ^m a smile at 
our appearance. Eonr weeks on board a transport will certainly not contri- 
bute much to the "personnel" of any unfortxmate therein confined; but when, 
in addition to this, you take into account that we had not received new 
clothes for three years— if I except caps for our grenadiers, originally intended 
for a Scotch regimevi;, bat found to be all too avail for the long-headed gene- 
ration. Many a paich o£ biown and grey yanegadied the faded scarlet of 
our uniform, and scarcely a pair of knees in the entire regiment did not con- 
fess their obligations to a blanket. But with all this, we showed a stoat, 
weather-beaten front, that, disposed as the passer-by might feel to laugh at 
our expense, very little caution would teach him it were fully as safe to indulge 
it in his sleeye. 

The bells from every steeple and tower rang gaily out a peal of welcome as 
we maxdied mto ^Iduit beaiitifrd city called Ckirk," our baDdpLaying "Gany- 
owen" — ^for we had been originally raised in Ireland, and still among our 
officers nuontained a strong majjority for tiiat land of puach, priests, and 
pottt(ioes-H:he tattered fiag of the regiment proo&y waving over our heads, 
and not a mail ammget us wiiose warm heart did not bound behind a 
Waterloo medal. Well, well ! I am now~<-alas ! that I should say it-^Kime- 
what in the "sear bsbA yellow;** and I confess, after the e3q;)eiieooe of some 
moments of high, trinmirfiant feelmg, that I never before felt within me the 
same ammating, spirit-filling glow of delight as rose within my heart that day 
as I marched ok the head of my -company down Geqrge's-street. 

We were soon settled m barracks ; and then began a sedea of eniertaixi* 
ments on the side of the ozvic dignities of Cork, which led moat of us to 
believe that we had only escaped shot and shell to fall less gkniooaly beneatli 
(diampagne and olaret. I do not believe there is a ooroner in the ishmd who 
would have pronounced but the one verdict over the regimenfe — " Killed by 
the mayor and corporation,'' had we so fallen. 

First of all, we were dined by the citizens of CQr]L--«&d, to do them 
jufltioe, a harder drinking set of gentlemen no city need boaat; then we 
were feasted by the corporation ; then by the sherifis ; then came the mayor, 
solus ; then an address, with a cold colkriion, that left eight of na on the sick- 
list for a fortnight : but the climax of all was a grand entertadnment given 
in the Mansion House, and to which upwards of two thousand were invited. 
It was a species of fancy ball, begmning by a d^euner at three o'doek in the 

afternoon, and ending 1 never yet met the man who could tell when it 

ended! asformyself, my;&gtf^ partook a little of the adventurous, and I xna^ 
as well relate it. 

After waltzing for aboizt an hour with one of the prettiest gtrls I ever set 
eyes npon, and getting a tendrar squeeae of the hand, as I lestoned her to a 
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most affabie-lookiiig old lady in a blue tuban and a red yelYet gown, who 
amiled benignlj an me, and callfid me ^^Me^i* I retived, to leondt for a 
new attack, to a small table, where three of onrs were qnaffing "poncke a 
la Eommm^*' wiih.a«0EOvd of Gorkagians about them, ea^ly inqniring after 
some hecoes of Hieir own eiiy, whose deeds of anns theiy were surpiiaed did 
not obtain special mentbn from 'Hhe Dnke.'' I soon iogiatiated myself 
into this well-oocnpiBd diqn^ and dosed them with gloiy to their hrarts' 
content. I leaohed jtt onee to enter into their hnmonr ; and as tiie " ponche" 
mounted up to my brain I gradually fonnd my aoqaainlaiioeahip extend to 
every family and connexion' in the conntry. 

'' Bid ye know Phil Beamish of the 3— th, sir?" said a tall, red-faced, red- 
whisteced, well-lodking gentleman, who bore no slight leaemblanoe to Peaigus 
O'Ckmnor. 

" Phil Beamish !" said L '^Indeed I did, sir, and do still; and there is 
notamanintheBzitisharmy I am prouder of knowing." Heie, by the way, 
I may mention that I never heard the name tUL that moment. 

** Yon don't say so, sir ?" said Feargns— 4br so I must call him, for short- 
ness' sake. " Has he any chance of the company yet, sir?" 

^Company!" said I, in astonishment. ''He obtained his nuyority three 
monctiis jhhoc. You cannot possibly have heard from him lately, or you would 
have known thatf 

" That* s true, sir. I neror heard sinee he quitted the 3~-th to go to Yer- 
sailles, I think th^ call it, for his health. But how did he get the step, 
sirr 

"Why, as to the company, that was remarkable enough !" said ^ quaffing 
off a tumbler of champa^^ to assist my mrention. '' You know it was about 
four o'dodk in the afternoon of the 18th that Napoleon ordered Qrouchy to 
advance with idiefrat and seecmd brigade of the Old ^|;qard and two r^. 
mraits of flhasseuiB, and attack the position occupied by Picton and the regi- 
snents under his commaiid. Weil, sir, on tibey came, madced by the smoke of 
a terrific disohaiqpe of artillery, statiooed on a «nall eminenoe to our left, and 
whixdi did treeDeendous execution amoag our poor follows—- on they came, sir ; 
and as the smoke cleared partially away we got a glimpse of t^em, and a 
more dangerous-looking set I should not desire to see: gnzzly-bearded, hard- 
featmred, bxaoaed fellows, about flTe«aDd4hirJ7 ot foarty years of age; their 
beauty not a whit improved by the jred glaie thrown upon their &ces and 
akng 13ie whde line by each flash of the hmg twenty-fours that were playing 
awagr to tjie light. Just at this memoit Picton rode down tiie line with his 
staff, and stopping within a few paces of me, said, ' They're coming up : 
steady boys ; steady now : we shall have something to do soon.' And then, 
inning shaip^ zoimd, he looked in the direction of the Prench battery, that 
wite thnndering away again in full foroe, ' Ah, that must be silenced,' saidhe. 

IVheKe'a Beaaush P * " 
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" Says ncton !" inteirapted Feargos, his eyes starting from their sockets^ 
and his mouth growing wider every moment, as he listened with the ihost 
intense interest. 

" Yes," said I, slowly. And then, with all the piofoking nonchalance of 
an Italian improvisatore, who always halts at the most exciting point of his 
narratiye, I hegged a listener near me to fill my glass from the iced pimch 
beside him. Not a sound was heard as I lifted the bumper to my lips ; all 
were breathless in their wound-up anxiety to hear of their countryman who 
had been selected by Picton— for what, too, they knew not yet, and, indeed, 
at that instant, I did not know myielf, and nearly laughed outright, for the 
two of ours who had remained at the table had so well employed their iu- 
terral of ease as to become very pleasantly drunk, and were listening to 
my confounded story with all the gravity and seriousness in the woiid. — 
"'Where's Beamish P' said Picton. 'Here, sir,' said Phil, stepping out 
from the line, and touching his cap to the general, who, taking him apart for 
a few minutes, spoke to him with great animation. We did not know what 
he said ; but before five minutes were over, there was Phil with three com- 
panies of light-bobs drawn up at our left; their muskets at the charge, they 
set off at a round trot down the little steep which closed our flank. We had 
not much time to follow their movements, for our own amusement began 
soon ; but I well remember, after repelling the French attack, and standing 
in square against two heavy charges of cuirassiers, the first thing I saw 
where the Prench battery had stood, was Phil Beamish and about a handfol 
of brave fellows, all that remained from the skinmsh. He captured two of 
the enemy's field-pieces, and was ' Captain Beamish' on the day after." 

"Long life to him!" said at least a dozen voices behind and about me, 
while a general clinking of decanters and smacking of lips betokened that 
Phil's health with all the honours was being celebrated. For myself, I was 
really so engrossed by my narrative, and so excited by the ''ponche," that 
£ saw or heard very little of what was passing around, and have only a kind 
of dim recollection of being seized by the hand by ''"Eeargas/' who was 
Beamish's brother, and who, in the fnhiess of his heart, would have hug^;ed 
me to his breast, if I had not opportunely been so overpowered as to fall 
senseless under the table. 

When I first returned to consciousness, 1 found myself lying exactly where 
1 had fallen. Around me lay heaps of shun— -the two of "ours" amongst the 
number. One of them— I remember he was the adjutant— held in his hand 
a wax candle (two to the pound). Whether he had himself seized it in the 
enthusiasm of my narrative of flood and fleld, or it had been put there by 
another, I know not, but he certainly cut a droll figure. The room we were 
in was a small one off the great saloon, and through the half -open folding-door 
I could clearly perceive that the festivities were still continued. The crash of 
fiddles and French horns, and ih» tramp of feet, which had lost much of their 
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elasticity since the exitertamineiits began, m^ thioogh my ears, mloi^ ^th 
the sounds, ''Down the middle," "Hands across," "Here's your partner, 
Captain." What honr of the night or moming it then was, I ooold not goess ; 
but certainly the Yigonr of the party seemed little abated, if I might judge 
from the specimen before me, and the testimony of a short plethoric gentle- 
man, who stood wiping his bald head, after conducting his partner down 
twenty-eight couple, and who, turning to his friend, sai^ "Oh, the distance 
is nothing, but it is the pace that kills." 

The first eyidence I showed of any return to reason, was a strong amiety 
to be at my quarters ; but how to get there I knew not. The funt glimmer- 
ing of sense I possessed told me that "to stand was to fall," and I was 
ashamed to go on all-fours, which prudence suggested. 

At this moment I remembered I had brought with me my cane, which, from 
a perhapa pardonable yanity, I was fond of parading. It was a present from 
the officers of my regiment— many of them, alas ! since dead— and had a most 
splendid gold head, with a stag at the top— the arms of the regiment. This 
I would not have lost for any consideration I can mention; and this now was 
gone ! I looked around me on every side ; I groped beneath the table ; I 
turned the sleeping sots who lay about in no very gentle fashion; but, alas ! 
it was gone. I sprang to my feet, and only then remembered how unfit I was 
to follow up the search, as tables, chairs, lights, and people seemed all rock- 
ing and waving before me. However, I succeeded in making my way, 
through one room into another, sometimes goiding my steps along the walls ; 
and once, as I recollect, striking the diagonal of a room, I bisected a quadrille 
with such ill-directed speed, as to run foul of a Cork dandy and his partner 
who were just performing the " en aoant:" but though I saw them lie tumbled 
in the dust by the shock of my encounter— for I had upset them— I still held 
on the even tenorof my way. In fact, I had feeling for but one loss ; and, 
still in pursuit of my cane, I reached the hall-door. Now, be it known that 
the architecture of the Cork Mansion House has but one fault, but that fault 
is a grand one, and a strong evidence of how unsuited English architects are 
to provide buildings for a people whose tastes and habits they but imperfectly 
understand— be it known, then, that the descent from the hall-door to the 
street was by a flight of twelve stone steps. How I should ever get down 
these was now my difficulty. If Falstaff deplored " eight yards of uneven 
ground as being three score and ten miles a foot," with equal truth did I feel 
tiliat these twelve awfal steps were worse to me than would be M'Gillicuddy's 
Keeks in the daylight, and with a head dear from champagne. 

While I yet hesitated, the problem resolved itself: for, gazdng down upon 
&e bright gravel, brilliantly lighted by the surrounding lamps, I lost my 
balance, and came tumbling and rolling from top to bottom, where I fell upon 
a large mass of some soft substance, to which, in all probability, I owe my 
life. In a few seconds I recovered my senses and what was my surprise to 
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find that ifae downy mukkmbeoeallisnoind 11^ I moved a lifctie 

to one ndoj and fben discorered that; in leality it wsa noAmg lesB tibaa aa 
aLdfinnan of Cork, who, from bis position, I concluded had sJunred the same 
fate with mTself: iliere he by, ''like a warrior taldnghiaiest/' hut not wi& 
his ''martial cloak aroimd him,"^bnt a mnch moxeocnafoatal^ and te mem 
costly robe— a scarlet gown of office— widi hoge yelveieBfls and a great eape 
of the same material. True courage oonaistB m presmicoof mind; and here 
mine came to my aid at once : recollecting the loss I bad jnst snstained, and 
perceiving that all was still about me, witii that right Pemmndar maxim, tba^t 
reptisalB are fair in an enemy's camp, I proceeded toetr^&efliain ; and witii 
some little diffionlty—paitiiy, indeed, owing to my own nnsleadtiieM on my 
legs— I succeeded in denuding the worHiy aldennanj who gave no other sign 
of life during the operation Ihaa an abortive eflcnt to " kip, Mp, kuffvh," in 
which I left him, having put on the spoil, and set out mt my way to the 
barrack with as much dignity of manner as I could assume in Ixmonr of my 
costume. And herel may mention (in a parentiiesis) that a more eomfetable 
morning-gown no man ever possessed, and m its wide htnniaat lolds I leVel 
while I write these lines. 

Wh^ I awoke on tiie following day I had oansideraMe clffienlty in traomg^ 
l^e events of l^e past evening. The grcat scarlet ckiak, however, unrawfled 
much ctf thomystoy^ and gradus^ the whole of n^ career beoame clear 
before me, wilh l^e single exception of the ^isode of Phil Beamish, about 
which my memcny was subsequently refivshed. But I antieqnite. Only fi^e 
appeared that day at mess ; and. Lord ! what spectxes they were !— yellow a» 
guineas*, they caJHed for soda water without ceasing, and searoely spoke a 
word to each other. It was plain that the corporation of Cork was ^omndtting^ 
more havoc among us than Gomnna or Waterloo, and that if we did not; 
change onr quarters, ihore would be quick promotion in the corps fotrsuok as 
were " seasoned gentlemen.^ After a day or two we met again together^ and 
then, what adventures were told !— each man had his own stiray to nanate ; 
and from the occurrences detailed, one would have supposed yean had been 
passing, instead of the short hours of an evening party. Mine were, indeed, 
among the least remarkable ; but I confess that the nr of vraisemUuiae ]^t>« 
duced by my productiicm of the aldermamc gown gave me the palm above all 
ccnnpetitors. 

Such was our life in Cork — dining, drinking, dancmg, lidmg, steeple- 
chasing; pigeon shooting, and tandem driving-HBllingup any Httle interval Hiat 
was found to exist between a late breakfast and the time todzess for dinner ; 
and here I hope I shall not be accused <^ a tendency to boasting, whileladd, 
that among all ranks and degrees of men, and women too, there never was a 
regiment more highly in estimation than the 4— th. We felt the fall value 
of all the attentioBS we were receiving, and we endeavoured, as hesk we 
might, to repay them. We got up Garrison Balls and Gtarison Plays, and 
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tunidlypedbimed raii» (K* twice a week danog thto Herelsboiie 

CQDflipicttoiis^: in the moxiiiDg I"^^ 

the poopeities; as it grew later, I ngalated tlie lamps* and looked after the 
fooyigkia^ mediatQig occasionally between angry litigants, whose jealoosiea 
"aboimd to the ML as mnoh in private theatricals as in the r^nlar eorpt dra- 
mtHque, Then, I was also leader in the orchestra; and had scarcely given 
the last scope in the averinie^ before I was obliged to appear to speak tbe 
protogoe. Snoh are the cares of greatness : to do mysdf justice, I did not 
dislikethem; thoni^ to be sore, my taste for the drama did cost me a little 
dear, as will be seen in the sQ^oeL 

We were then in the fall eareer of popnlarity--onr balls prraonnoed the 
very pleasantest, our plays fur superior to any regular corps that had ever 
honouDsd Cork with thdr talents— ^hen an event oocnned which threw a 
gloom over all our peooeedings, and finally put a stop to every project for 
amTuement we had so completdy given ourselves up to. This was no less 
than tiw removal of our lieutenant-Colonel. After thirty yean of active 
service iniheiiegiment he then commanded, his age and infirmities, increased 
by some severe wounds, demanded ease and repose ; he retired from us, bearing 
along with him the love and regnd of every man in the regiment. To the 
old offioeia he was endeared hj long companionship^ and undeviating friend- 
ship ; to the young, he was in every respect as a father, assisting by his advice, 
and guuhng by his counsel ; while to the men, the best estimate of his worth 
appeared in tke factj tiiat corporal punishment was unknown in tlie corps. 
Sxtch was tiie man we lost ; and it may well be supposed, tiiat his successor, 
who, or whatever he mi|^t be, came under circumstances of no common 
difficulty amongst us; but when I tell that our new Lieutenant-Colonel 
was in eveiy respect his c^posite, it may be believed how little cordiality he 
mstwi^* 

lieutenant-Colonel Carden^for so I sdiall call him, although not his real 
name^-had not been a month at quarters when he proved himself a regular 
martinet; everlasting drills, oontiuual reports, fettigue parties, and ball prac- 
tio^ and' Heaven knows what besides, superseded our fczmer morning's occu- 
pation; and) at the end of the time I have mentioned^ w^ who had fought 
our way from AJbuera to Waterloo, under some of the severest generals of 
diiiaijQn, were prowranced a most disorderiy and ill-disciplined regiment, by a 
CoLonetL who had never seen a shot fired but at a review at Qoonslow, or a 
sham-battle in the Fifteen Asres. The winter was now drawing to a dose — 
already some littie touch of spring was appearing— as our last play for the 
seasoLwas annoaneed» and every effort to dose with some little additional 
o^ was made ; aod each performer in the expected piece was nerving him* 
sdf for an effini beyond his wont. The Colond had most unequivocally 
oondemned these pla(ys ; but that mattered not^they came not within his 
jurisdictian—aDd we took no notice of his displeasure, farther than sending 
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him tickets, which were as immediately retnmed as reoeived. From being 
the chief offender, I had become particularly obnoxions; and he had upon 
more than one occasion expressed his desire for an opportunity to visit me 
with his vengeance; bnt being aware of his kind intentions towards me, I 
took particular care to let no snch opportunity occur. 

On the morning in question, then, I had scarcely left my quarters, when 
one of my brother ofBloers informed me that the Colonel had made a great 
uproar, that one of the bills of the play had been put up on his door— which, 
with his avowed dislike to such representations, he considered as intended to 
insult him : he added, too, that the Colonel attributed it tome. In this, how- 
ever, he was wrong — and, to this hour, I never knew who did it. I had little 
time, and still less inclination, to meditate upon the Cobnel's wrath— the 
theatre had all my thoughts ; and indeed it was a day of no common exertion, 
for our amusements were to conclude with a grand supper on the stage, to 
which all the elite of Cork were invited. Wherever I went through the city 
— and many were my peregrinations— the great placard of the play stared me 
in the face ; and every gate and shuttered window in Cork proclaimed '' The 

PAST OP OTHEUiO BT Ms. LOBSEqiTEB.'' 

As evening drew near, my cares and occupations were redoubled. My 
logo I had fears for— 'tis true he was an admirable Lord Grizzle in Tom 
Thumb— but* then— then I had to paint the whole company, and bear all 
their abuse besides, for not making some of the most ill-looking wretches 
perfect ApoUos ; but, last of all, I was sent for, at a quarter to seven, to lace 
Desdemona's stays. Start not, gentle reader, my fair Desdemona— «he 
" who might lie by an emperor's side, and command him tasks" — ^was no 
other than the senior lieutenant of the regiment, and who was as great a 
votary of the jolly god as honest Cassio himself. But I must hasten on ; 1 
cannot delay to recount our successes in detail. Let it su£B[ce to say, that, 
by universal consent, I was preferred to Kean ; and the only fault the most 
ciitical observer could find to the representative of Desdemona^ was a rather 
unladylike fondness for snuff. But whatever little demerits our acting 
might have displayed, were speedily forgotten in a champagne supper. 
There I took the head of the table ; and, in the costume of the noble Moor, 
toasted, made speeches, returned thanks, and sang songs, till I might have 
exclaimedxwith Othello himself *' Chaos is come again ;" and I believe I owe 
my ever reaching the barrack that night to the kind offices of Desdeij^ona^ who 
carried me the greater part of the way on her back. 

The first waking thoughts of him who has indulged overnight, are not 
among the most blissful of existence, and certainly the pleasuse is not in- 
creased by the consciousness that he is called on to the discharge of duties 
to which a fevered pulse and throbbing temples are but ill suited. My sleep 
was suddenly broken in upon the morning after the play by a "row^ow- 
doV beat beneath my window. I jumped hastily from my bed, and looked 
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oat, and there, to raj honor, perceiTed tlie reghneni under arms. It irtui 
one of our confounded colonel's monung diOIs ; and there he stood himself, 
with the poor adjutant, who had been up all night, shiTering beside him. 
Some two or three of the officers had descended; and the dram was now 
sufflmoning the others a» it beat ronnd the baiiack-square. I saw there was 
not a moment to lose, and proceeded to dress witii all despatch ; but, to my 
misery, X discoTered eyerywhere nothing bnt theatrical robes and decorations 
—there, lay a splendid turban, here, a pair of buskins— a spangled jacket 
glittered on one table, and a jewelled scimitar on the other. At last I de- 
tected my *' regimental small-clothes," most ignominionsly thrust into a 
• comer in my ardour for my Moorish robes the preceding eyening. 

I dressed myself with the speed of lightning ; but as I proceeded in my 
occupation, guess my annoyance to find that the toilet-table and glass, ay, 
and eyen the basin-stand, had been remoyed to the dressing-room of the 
theatre; and my seryant, I suppose, following his master's example, was too 
tipsy to remember to bring them back, so that I was unable to procure the 
luxury of , cold water— for now not a moment more remained, the drum had 
ceased, and the men had all fallen in. Hastily drawing on my^ooat, I pnt on 
my shako, and buckling on my belt as dandy-like as might be, hurried down 
the stairs to the barrack-yard. By the time I got down, the men were all 
drawn' up in line along the square, while the adjutant was proceeding to 
examine their accoutrements, as he passed down. The colonel and the 
officers were standing in a group, but not conyersing. The anger of the 
commanding officer appeared still to continue, and there was a dead silence 
maintained on both sides. To reach the spot where they stood I had to pass 
along part of the line. In doing so, how shall I conyey my amazement at 
the faces that met me — a general titter ran along the entire rank, which not 
even their fears for consequences seemed able to repress — ^for an effort, on 
the part of many, to stifle the laugh, only ended in a still louder^ burst of 
merriment. I looked to the far side of the yard for an explanation, but there 
was nothing there to account for it. I now crossed oyer to where the officers 
were standing, determining in my own mind to inyestigate the occurrence 
thoroughly, when free from the presence of the colonel, to whom any repre- 
sentation of iU condudt always brought a punishment far exceeding the 
merits of the case. 

Scarcely had I formed this resolye, when 1 reached the group of officers ; 
but the moment I came near, one general roar of laughter saluted me, the 
like of which I neyer before heard. I looked down at my costume, expect- 
ing to discoyer that, in my hurry to dress, I had put on some of the garments 
of Othello. No : all was perfectly correct. I waited for a moment, till the 
first burst of their merriment over, I should obtain a clue to the jest. But 
there seemed no prospect of this, for, as I stood patiently before them, their 
'nirth appeared to increase. Indeed, poor G , the senior mi«or, one of 
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the gn^est nm in Bcurop^ laoe^ied iflitiiB teais zaa down bis dmla ; and 
snob WM the effect iqkbl me^ tiiat I was indnoed to langh, too— «s men viU 
BoiBfltiitMw^ from tiiB mfatioaB natme of that stnuv ennAio& — bat, no 
sooner did I cb liiis, tiiaa tiioir fiuLkmrr no bofands^ nd some alnost 
screamed aloud in tiiftCMes»a£ their msnimfloat Jiist ai this instant the 
coloDel, who had been eJMuiaing some of the men^ iH[>]noadiedoiir gvoap, ad- 
vancing intb an air of evident disjdeasiiBB^ as tiie^hocitB of ioodlanghter oqbp 
tinned. JLs he came iq;iy I toriwd hastily ronn4 and tondiing: my oap, wished 
him good mocning: Never shall I foiget the look he gafreme* Ifagjanoe 
conld have annihihitad any mBn» his woidd have finished me. ¥or a moment 
his face becama pforgiLB witk rage, his eye was almost hid beneath hk bent 
brow, and he absolutely riiook witb passion. 

" do, sir,^' said he at length, as soon, as he was aUe to find nttenmee for 
his words-—" go, sir, to your qnarten; andbe&se yon leave them, a eoui- 
martial shall decidB i£ soch continned insolt to yomr oommanding officer 
wammti your name being'in the Aanuy List." 

''What the devil oan idl iiiis meanP' Isaid, in a ludf-whisper, toxniBg to 
the otiliem. Bqt tiiere they stood, their handlrerehiefa' to tludr montiiii^ and 
evident^ choking' witii supyrea sc d laoghteE. 

"May Ibeg, GoloneL Gaiden," said I 

"Toyoorqaarters, sn^'' roared tiielittle man in the voice of alien. And, 
with a haughty wave of his hand, prevented all farther attempt on mj part 
to seek ezphmataon. 

"They're all mad, every man of them,'* I mnttared, as I betook myself 
slowly back to my rooms^ amid the same evidences of mirtiL my first appear- 
ance had ezBited— wMoh even the Colonel's presence, feared as he waa,ooald 
not entirely sobdne. 

With the air of a martyr I trod heavily np the stairs, and entered my quar- 
ters, meditating within myself awful schemes foryengeanoe, on the now open 
tyranny of my Gokmel; npon whom, I too, in my honest reetitode of heart, 
TOwed to have a " ooortmartiaL" I threw myself npon a cfasir, and en* 
deavonred to reooUeot what citonmstaace of the post erening oonld have 
possibly suggested all the mirth in which both officers and menseoned to 
participate eqnally ; but nothing oonld I remember oapdble of solving the 
mystery: snreiy the cruel wrongs of the manly Othello were no lan^^riar- 
mofving snbject. 

I rang the bell hastily for my servant. The door opened* 

" Stnbbes," said I, " are -yon aware '* 

I had only got so far is my qnestion, when my servant, oneof tfaemostdia*> 
creet of mei^ put on a broad gtin, and turned away towards the door to hide 
his&oe. 

"What the devil does tins mean?" said I, stamping with passun; "he is 
as bad as tiie rest. Stnbbes" — and this I spoke with the most grave and 
seyere tone — "what is the meaning of this insolence ?" 
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"Qh, air,^ and tks Toaar-'^oh, tar, mxsetf yoa did not appeir on iMurade 
witk ihai Jhe&P^ And tfaeoi he haoA into aflt of the most vnooiitroUable 
laughter. 

IdiDBlighkmgikhosiddoabt ahot aoK^ I sprang otbt to the 

drcaabg-gkaa^ wfaiiBh had been replaoBd, and oh I honor of honorB ! there I 
stood as Uack as the hing of Aahantee. The coned dy% whidi I had put on 
for OAflilo, Ihad Bflfonraahed oil^--and there, ^wilii a fange beanldn ahako, 
and a pair of daxk hnehy wMakons, shone my hoge, fahusk, and polished 
visage^ g^oiremig at itedf in tiie loddsg-ghissw 

My first impidse, after amazement had a little sabsidedy mm to laugh hn- 
modaatdy; fntUslmu jatned by Stnbbes, vho, feeliBg that his mhrth was 
partidpaied in, g«w«fiilLyent to his risibility. And, indeed, as I stood before 
thegJasB^gxiDiiingfixmiartaear, IfdtTBryfittIs aupdse that ny joining 
in thekac^ter of my hrether offiaBK% a abort time before, had oansed an in- 
cttaaeoftteirmewimiwt I tinew myself upon a sdh^ and abaohitely lamped 
till my flideaached^ irhaD^ the door opening; the adjntant made his appear- 
anoft. He hokadfDrairioment at met, then at Stobbea^ and tfagn bniet oat 
himsBl( sslcBBd. as eiUmcof ns. When he had at length reca ww d himself 
he ii^ed hn fiKse intL his handkerchief aadsakl, with a tone (^ 

''Bat, my dear Lorreguer, this will be a serious— a deviliah serious affidr. 
Yoafaiowwhatldndof manCk>loneiCaidenis; and yoa are aware, too, you 
arenDtooDBof hisprmMfiKvonritea. Hie is irmlypeieoaded that yon intended 
to insult him, and nothing wiH oonvinoe him to the contnixy. We told him 
bow it mnst have oocorred, bnt he will listen to no explanation." 

I thong^ for one seoond before I replied. My mind, with tiie praetised 
rapidity of an old oanqwignsr, took in all tiiei^w and «0W of tiie case; Isaw 
at a i^oe itr were better to brore the anger of the Colonel, oome in what 
shape it might, than be the kraghing-stodc of the mesa for life, and wiiJi a 
face of the geeateet gmvifcy and sekf-possesnon, said, 

"Well, adjutant, the Colonel is right. It was no mistake ! Toaknowl 
sent him tickets josterdayfor the theatre. WeU, he retnmed l^iem; this did 
not annoy me, but on one aoconnt : I had made a wager mUh Alderman 
Gulhhie that Urn Cdbnel should see me in Othello. What was to be done ? 
Don't you see, now, there was only one course, and I took it, old boy, and 
bare wnDinQr bat f 

"Ami kdi yonr oonmissiQn for a doeen of ehaBopagoe, I suppose," said 
thaaciiiitattt. 

"llmrmind,mrdearfdIow," I replied; ''I shall get out of this scrape, 
as Ihave done many ottiers." 

"Botwhat do yoa intend doing?" 

''Oh^aa to that," said I, ''I diaO, of course, wait on the Colonel immedi- 
ately^ pretend to him that it was a mere bhmder from tiie inattention of my 
servant— hand oyre Stubbes to the powers Ihat punish" (here the poor fellow 
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winced a little), " and make my peace as well as I can. But, adjutant, mind," 
said I, " and give the real Tersion to all onr fellows, and tell them to make it 
public as much as they please." 

''Never fear," said he, as he left the room still laughing, "they shall all 
know the true story ; but I wish with all my heart you were well out of it." 

I now lost no time in making my toilet, and presented myself at the 
Colonel's quarters. It is no pleasure for me to recount these passages in my 
life, in which I haye ^had to bear the "proud man's contnmely." I shall 
therefore merely obserre, that after a very bug internew, the Colonel ac- 
cepted my apologies, and we parted. 

Before a week elapsed, the story had gone fax and near ; every dinner-table 
in Cork had laughed at it. As for me, I attained immortal honour for my 
tact and courage. Poor Qulkble readily agreed to flavour the story, and gave 
us a dinner as the lost wager, and the Colonel was so unmercifully quizzed on 
the subject, and such broad allusions to his being humbugged were given in 
the Cork papers, that he was obliged to negotiate a change of quarters with 
another regiment, to get out of the continual jesting, and in less than a month 
we marched to Limerick, to relieve, as it was reported, the 9th, ordered for 
foreign service, but, in reality, only to relieve lieut.-Colonel Caiden, quizzed 
beyond endurance. 

However, if the Colonel had seemed to forgive, he did not forget, for the 
very second week after our arrival i^ Limerick, I received one moming at my 
breakfast-table the following brief hote firom our adjutant : 

" Mt deab LofiB£QUEB,-*The Colonel has received orders to despatch two 
companies to some remote part of the county Clare, and as you have 'done 
the state some service,' you are selected for the beautiful town of Kilnish, 
where, to use the eulogistic language of the geography books, 'there is a 
good harbour, and a market plentifully supplied with fish.' I have just heard 
of the kind intention in store for you, and lose no time in letting you know. 

" God give you a good deliverance from the 'gar^ons blane$' as tiie Momteur 
calla the Whiteboys, and believe me ever yours, 

"Chables Cubzon." 

I had scarcely twice read over the adjutant's epistle, when I received an 
official notification from the Colonel, directing me to proceed to Eilmsh, then 
' and there to afford all aid and assistance in suppressing illicit distillation, 
when called on for that purpose ; and other similar duties too agreeable to 
recapitulate. Alas! alas! "Othello's occupation" was indeed gone! The 
next moming «t sunrise saw me on my march, with what appearance of gaiety 
I could muster, but in reality very much chapfallen at my banishmenty and 
invoking sundry things upon the devoted head of the Colonel, which he wooli 
by no means consider as " blessings." 
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How short-sighted are we mortals, whether enjoying all the pomp and state 
of ro7alt7, or marching like myself at the head of a detachment d his Ma- 
jesty's 4— th. 

Idttle, indeed, did I anticipate that the Siberia to which I fancied I was 
condemned should tnm out the happiest quarters my fate ever threw me into. 
But this, including as it does one of the most important events of my life, I 
rescTFe for another chapter. 

"What is that place called. Sergeant?"— "Bunratty Castle, sir." 

"Where do Ve breakfast ?"—" At Clare Island, sir.' 

"March away, boys !" 



»• 



CHAPTER n. 

DBTACHMENT DUTY — THE BURTON ABKS — GALLONBT. 

foB a week after my arrival at Kilrush, my life was one of the most dreary 
monotony. The rain, which had begun to fall as I left Limerick, continued 
to descend in torrents, and I foimd myself a close prisoner in the sanded 
parlour of "mine inn." At no time would such " durance vile" have been 
agreeable ; bat now, when I contrasted it with all I had left behind at head- 
quarters, it was absolutely maddening. The pleasant lounge in the morning, 
the social mess, and the agreeable evening party, were all exchanged for a 
short promenade of fourteen feet in one direction, and twelve in the other, 
such being the accurate m^urement of my "salle k manger;" a chicken, 
with legs as blue as a Highlander's in winter, for my dinner ; and the hours 
that all Christian mankind were devoting to pleasant intercourse and agree- 
able chit-chat, spent in beating that dead-march to time, "the Devil's Tattoo,'* 
upon my rickety table, and forming, between whiles, sundry valorous reso- 
lutions to reform my life, and "eschew sack and loose company." 

My front window looked out upon a long, straggling, ill-paved street, with 
its due proportion of mud-heaps and duck-pools ; the houses on either side 
were, for the most part, dingy-looking edifices, with half-doors, and such pre- 
tension to being shops as a quart of meal, or salt, displayed in the window^ 
confers ; or sometimes two tobacco-pipes, placed "saltier-wise," would appear 
the only vendible article in the establishment. A more wretched, gloomy- 
looking picture 6f woebegone poverty I never beheld. 

If I turned for consolation to the back of the house, my eyes fell upon the 
dirty yard of a dirty inn : the half-thatched cow-shed, where two famished 
animals mourned their hard fate, — " chewing the cud 8f sweet and bitter 
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lancy;" the chauw, the yeUov post-ehaise, QDce the pride and glory of the 
establiahment, now stood xedooed from its wheels, and ignominioiuly de- 
graded to a hen-house : on the grass-grown roof a cock had taken his stand, 
with an air of piotectiye patronage to the feathered inhabitants beneath : 

^ To what base naes mnat we come at last" 

That chaise, which once had conveyed the blooming bride, all Unshes and 
tenderness, and the happy groom, on their honeymoon visit to Ballybnnion 
and its romantic caves, or to the gigantic cliffs and sea-girt shores of Moher 
—or with more steady pace and becoming gravity had borne along the " going 
judge of assize,"— was now become a lying-in hospital for fowls, and a nnrseiy 
for chickens. Fallen as I was myself from my high estate, it afforded me a 
species of malidons satisfaction to contemplate these sad reverses of fortune ; 
and I verily believe— for on such slight foundation onr greatest resolves are 
bnilt— that if the rain had continued a week longer, I should have become a 
misanthropist for life. I n^de many inquiries from my landlady as to the 
society of the place, but the answers I received only led to greater despon- 
dence. My predecessor here, it seemed, had been an officer of a veteran bat- 
talion, with a wife, and that amount of children which is algebraically ex- 
pressed by an d^— meaning, an unknown quantity. He, good man, in his two 
yearft' sojourn here, had been much more solicitous about his own affiuzs than 
making aequaintanoe with his neighbours ; and at last^ the few persons who 
had been in the habit of calling on " the officer," gave up the practice; and 
as there were no young ladies to refresh Pa's memory on the matter, they 
soon forgot completely that such a person existed— and to this happy oblivion 
I, Harry Lorrequer, succeeded, and was thus left without benefit of dergy to 
the tender menses of Mrs. Healy of the Burton Arms. - 

As during the innndalami which deluged the whole country around I was 
unable to stir^m the house, I enjoyed abundant opportunity of cultivating 
the acquaintance of my hostess, and it is but fair that my reader, who has 
journeyed so far with me, should have an introduction. 

Mrs. Healy, the sole proprietor of the "Burton Arms,'' was of some five- 
and fifty—** or by'r lady," threescore years — of a rubicund and hale com- 
plexion; and though her short neck and corpulent figure might have set her 
down as " doubly hazardous," she looked a good liCe for many years to come. 
In height and breadth she most nearly resembled a sugar-hogshead, whose 
rolling, pitdiing motion, when trundled along on edge, she emulated in her 
gait. To the ungamliness of her figure her mode of dressing not a little con- 
tributed. She usually wore a thick linsey-wolsey gown, with enormoas 
pockets on either side, and, like Nora Greina'a, it certainly inflicted no undue 
leatiiction upon her charms, but left 

" Bvuy beauty free, 
To sink or swell as Heaven plaaass." 
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Her feeii— ye gods! saoh feet— "were appareUed in lisiing fllq^Mn, over 
wbidi the uphokterj of her shUbb descended, and oomplBtelyielieved the 
miiLd of the spectator as to the sapermciimlbent weight being dispiopoctioned 
to the support, liemember well myfirst impsession im seeing those feet and 
ankles jDeposiBg nprni a straw footstool, wlole she took her aftecnoon dose 
audi wondered within n^seif if elephants were HaUe to the goat. There 
are few GOTmtenanoes in the world that, if widung to ooirrey an idea of, we 
cannot le&ir to some wdQUknown standard ; and thus nothing is more oommon 
than to hear ccm^ansons with " Yulcan-— Yenns-^Kioodomns,'' and the like ; 
bat in the present ease Ijam totally at a loss for anything resemUnig the faod 
of the woarthy Mrs. Healy, except it be, peihaps, that most anciflnt and sour 
Tisage we nsed to see iq^an old cironlar iron rappers foimeriy-HJiey make 
none of them now— the only difiecenoe being, that Mrs. Healy's nose had no 
rmg through it ; I am afanost tempted to add, ''moxe's the pi^." 

Smoh was she in "the flesh;'* would that I coold say, she was more fuoi- 
nating in the "spirit !" but, alas, truth, from which I nerer may depart in 
these "my confessions,'' constrains me to acknowledge the reverse. Most 
persons, in this miserable world of onrs, hare some prevatling, predominating 
ohaiaciezistic, which usually gives the tone and cdomr to all their though 
and actions, forming what we denominate temperament; this we see actu- 
ating them, now more, now less ; but rarely, however, is Htm great spiiiig of 
action without its moments of r^ose. Not so wkik her of whom I have been 
speaking. S9se had but one passion—but like Aaron's rod, it had a most eon- 
soming tendency— and that was to scold and abuse all whom hard fete had 
brought within the unfortonaie limits of her tyranny. The Ens^i^ language, 
oomprehensiye as it is, afforded not epithets -strong enough fer her wrath, 
and she sought among the more.cdaasie beauties of her native Irish such ad- 
ditional ones as served her need, and with this holy aOianoe of tongues she 
had been, for years long, the dread and tenor of tiie entire village. 

" The dawning of mon^ the daylight sinkiDg/' 

ay, and even the " night's duU hours," it was said, too, feund her labouring in 
her congenial occupation ; and while thus she oontinned to "scold and grow 
fat,'' her inn, once a popukr and frequented one, became gradually less and 
less frequented, and the dragon of the Bhine-felis did not more effectually lay 
waste the territory about him, than did the evil influflnne of her tongue spread 
desolation and rniu around her. Her inn, at the time of my visit, had not 
been troubled witH even a passing traveller for nwny months ; and, indeed, 
hadlhadany, even ike kast foreknowledge of the cbttBactiarof my hostess, its 
privacy should have still remained uninvaded for some time longer. 

Ihad not been many hours installed, when I gotaspedmen of her powers; 
nd before iiie first week was over^ so constant and unremitting were her 
lahoiBs in tiiis way» that I have, upon the oocasioiiQf a alight lull in the 
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stonn, occasioned by ber fidling aaleep, actually left my room to inqriire if 
anything had gone wrong, in the same way as the miller is said to awake if 
the mill stops. I trust I baye said enough to move the reader's pity and 
compassion for my situation—one more miserable it is difficult to conceive. 
It may be thought that much might be done by management, and that a slight 
exercise of the fayourite Whig plan of conciliation might ayail. Nothings of 
the kind. She was proof against all such arts; and what was still worse, 
there was no subject, no possible circumstance, no matter, past, present, or to 
come, that she could not wind, by her diabolical ingenuity, into some cause of 
offence; and then came the quick transition to instant punishment. Thus, 
my apparently harmless inquiry as to the society of the neighbourhood, sug- 
gested to her— a wish on my part to make acquaintance — ^therefore to dine 
out — ^therefore not to dine at home — consequently to escape paying half -a- 
crown and deyouring a chicken— therefore to defraud her, andbehaye, as she 
would herself obserye, '* like a beggarly scullion, with his four shillings a day, 
setting up for a gentleman," &c. 

By a quiet and Job-like endurance of all manner of taimting suspicions 
and unmerited sarcasms, to which I daQy became more reconciled, I abso- 
lutely rose into something like fayour ; and before the first month of my 
banishment expired, had got the length of an inyitation to tea in her own 
snuggery — an honour neyer known to be bestowed on any before, with the 
exception of Father Malachi Brennan, her ghostly adyiser ; and eyen he, it is 
said, neyer yentured on such an approximation to intimacy, until he was, in 
Kilrush phrase, ''half screwed," thereby meaning more than half tipsy. 
Erom time to time, thus, I learned from my hostess such particulars of the 
country and its inhabitants as I was desirous of hearing ; and among other 
matters, she gaye me an account of the great landed proprietor himself, Lord 
Callonby, who was daily expected at his seat within some miles of Eilrush, 
at the same time assuring me that I need not be looking so " pleased and 
curling out my whiskers ;" " that they'd neyer take the trouble of asking 
eyen the name of me." This, though neither yery courteous, nor altogether 
flattering to listen to, was no more than I had already learned from some 
brother officers who knew this quarter, and who informed me that the Earl of 
Callonby, though only yisiting his Irish estates eyery three or four years, neyer 
took the slightest notice of any of the military in his neighbourhood; nor, 
indeed, did he mix with the country gentry, confining himself to his own 
family, or the guests, who usually accompanied him from England, and re- 
niained during his few weeks' stay. My impression of his lordship was there- 
fore not calculated to cheer my solitude by any prospect of his rendering it 
lighter. 

The Earl's fftmiiy consisted of her ladyship, an only son, nearly of age, and 
two daughters ; the eldest. Lady Jane, had the reputation of being extremely 
beautiful; and I remembered when she came out in London, only the year 
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before, heaiiog nothing but praises of the grace and elegance of her manner^ 
united to the most classic beauty of her face and figure. The second daughter 
was some years younger, and said to be also very handsome ; but as yet she 
bad not been brought into society. Of the son. Lord Kilkee, I only heard 
that be bad been a very gay fellow at Oxford, where he was much liked, and 
altbou^ not particularly studious, had given evidence of talent. 

Sucb were the few particulars I obtained of my neighbours, and thus little 
did I know of those who were so soon to exercise a most important influence 
upon my future life. 

After some weeks' close confinement, which, judging from my feelings alone, 
I sbould have counted as many years, I eagerly seized the opportunity of the 
first glunpse of sunshine to make a short excursion along the coast ; I started 
early in the morning, and after a long stroll along the bold headlands of 
Kilkee, was returning late in the evening to my lodgings. My path lay across 
a wHd, bleak moor, dotted with low clumps of furze, and not presenting on 
any side the least trace of habitation. In wading through the tangled bushes, 
my dog "Mouche" started a hare; and after a run " sharp, short, and deci- 
sive,'' killed her at the bottom of a little glen some hundred yards off. 

I was just patting my dog, and examining the prize, when I heard a crack- 
ling among the low bushes near me ; and on looking up, perceived, about 
twenty paces distant, a short, thick-set man, whose fustian jacket and leathern 
gaiters at once pronounced him the gamekeeper ; he stood leaning upon his 
gim, quietly awaiting, as it seemed, for any movement on my patt, before he 
interfered. With one glance I detected how matters stood, and immediately 
adopting my usual policy of " taking the bull by the horns," called out, in a 
tone of very -sufficient authority, 

'' I say, my man, are you his lordship's gamekeeper?" 

Taking off his hat, the man approached me, and very respectfully informed 
me that he was. 

" Well, then," said I, " present this hare to his lordship with my respects , 
here is my card, and say I shall be most happy to wait on him in the morning 
and explain the circumstance." 

The man took the card, and seemed for some moments undecided how to 
act; he seemed to think that probably he might be ill-treating a friend of his 
lordship's if he refused ; and on the other hand might be merely "jockeyed" 
by some bold-faced poacher. Meanwhile I whistled my dog close up, and 
humming an air, with great appearance of indifference stepped out home- 
ward. By this piece of presence of mind I saved poor " Mouche ;" for I saw 
at a glance that, with true gamekeeper's law, he had been destined to death 
the moment he had committed the offence. 

The following morning, as I sat at breakfast, meditating upon the events 
of the preceding day, and not exactly determined how to act, whether to write 
to his lordship expljedning how the matter occurred, or call personally, a loud 

c 
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rattHng on the payemant dzew me to fhe window. Aa tiie ho&ae itood it the 
end of a street, I oonld not eee infhe direction the noiae oame; but as Ilu- 
tened, a yery handsome tandem tuned the corner of the nanow street, and 
came along towards the hotel at a long, sling trot; the hors» were dark 
chesnats, well matched, and showing a deal of blood. The earriage was a 
dark drab, with black wheels ; the harness all of the same colour. The whole 
tnm-ont--and I was an amatenr of that sort of thing— waa perfect; the 
driyer, for I come to him last, as he was the last I hcked at, was afaduon- 
able-looking yonng fellow, plainly, but knowingly, dressed, and eyidently j 
handling the " ribbons " like an experienced whip. ^ 

After bringing his nags np to the inn door in yeiy pretty style, he gsre the 

reins to his seryant, and got down. Before I was well awave of it, the dooi 

of my room opened, and the gentleman entered with a certain easy air of good 

breeding, and saying, 

" Mr. Lorrequer, I presnme," introdneed himself as Lord Kilkee. 

I immediately opened the conyersation by an apology for my dog's miscon- 1 j 

duct on the day before, and assured his lordship that I knew the yalue of aL 

hare in a hunthg country, and was really soiry for the drcomstanoa. »q 

" Then I must say," repHed his lordship, " Mr. Lorrequer is the only perso%, 

who regrets the matter; for had it not been for this, it is more than probably; 

we should neyer haye known we were so near neighbours; in faot^ nothing ^ 

oonld equal onr amazement at hearing pou were playing the ' Solitaire' dowi^ 

here. You must haye found it dreadfully heary, ' and haye thought us down^ 

right sayages.' But then I must explain to yon, that my &ther has mad^ 

some 'mle absolute' about yisiting when down here. And though I knoii>, 

you'll not consider it a compliment, yet I can assure you there is not anothe%^ 

manlknowof he would pay attention to, but yourself. He made two effo: 

to get heze this morning, but the gout 'would not be denied,* and so 

deputed a most inferior ' diplomate ;' and now will you let me return with so 

character from my first mission, and inform my firiends that you wiU dine wii 

us to-day at seyenr-amcfre family party; but make your arrangements to 

all night and to-morrow : we shall find some work for my friend these om 

hearth ; what do you call him, Mr. Lonrequer P" 

** * Mouche'— eome hwe, 'Mouohe.' ** 

** Ah, ' Moudie,' come here, my fine fellow— a splendid dog, indeed ; 
taQ for a thorough-bred ; and now you'll not forget, seyen, 'temps mili 
and so, sans adieu.'' 

And with these words his lordship shook me heartily by the hand ; 
befbre two minutes had elapsed, had wrapped his box-coat once more 
him, and was round the comer. 

I looked for a few moments on the agam silent street, and was 
tempted to beHeye I was in a dream, so rapidly had the preceding mo; 
passed oyer; and so surprised was I to find that the proud Earl of 
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wko never did the " civil thing" anywhere, shovld think proper to pay atten- 

^ tion to a poor sub. in a marohing regiment, whoae only daim <m his aoqnaint- 

aooe was the snspioioxi oi poaching on his manor. I repeated over and oyer 

all bis lordship's most pdite speedies, trying to solve the mystery of them ; 

r> but in vain : a thousand esqphuiations oocnrred, but none of them I fait at all 

' satisfiact<»ry ; that th»e was some mystery somewhere, I had no doubt ; for I 

remarked all through that Lord Eilkee laid some stress upon my identity, 

V and even seemed snrpiised at mp being in such banishment. " Oh,'' thought 

:: I, at last, '* his lordship is about to get up private theatricals, and has seen 

my Captain Absolute, or perhaps my Hamlet"— I could not say ''Othello" 

■'■ even to myself— ''and is anxious to get 'such unriTalled talent' even 'for 

one night only/ " 

After many guesses this seemed the nearest I could think of; and by the 
time I had finished my dressing for dinner, it was quite dear to me I had 
solved all the secret of his lordship's attentions. 
''' The road to " OaUonby" was beautiful beyond anything I had ever seen in 
u 'Ireland. Tat upwards of two miles it led along the margin of some lofty diffo, 
now jutting out into bold promontories, and again retreating, and fonning 
!3%mall bays and mimic harbours, into which the heavy swell of the broad 
^Atlantic was rolling its deep blue tide. The evening was perfectly calm, and 
t:i%t a little distance from the shore the surface of the sea was without a ripple. 
offThe only sound breaking the solemn stillness of the hour was the heavy 
triplash of the waves, as in minute peals they rolled in upon the pebbly beach, 
aiiluid brought back with them, at each retreat, some of the larger and smoother 
io%tones, whose noise, as they fell back into old Ocean's bed, mingled with the 
h^din of the breaking suif . In one of the many little bays I passed, lay three 
:^r four fishing smacks. The sails were drying, and flapped ]aaly against the 
'.mast. I could see the fignies of the men as they passed backwards and for- 
^wards upon the decks, and although the height was nearly eight hundred feet, 
' oould hear their yoices quite distinctly. Upon the golden strand, which was 
' still marked with a ^per tint, where the tide had washed, stood a little white 
' cottage of some fiaheimaDt— at kaet, so the net before the door bespoke it. 
Around it stood some ehfldren, whose meny Toioes and lauj^img tones some- 
times reached me where I was standing. I oould not but think, as I looked 
down firom my lofty eyrie upon that little group of boats and that lone hut, 
W much of the " world," to the humble dwellers beneath, lay in that sednded 
tad narrow bi^. There, the deep se% where their days were passed in " storm 
Or sunshine," — ^there, the humble home, where at night they rested, and 
ttound whose hearth lay all their cares and all their joys. How far, how very 
br remoyed &om the busy haunts of men, and all the struggles and content 
ibns of the ambitious world ; and yet, how short-sighted to suppose that even 
they had not their griefs and sorrows, and that their humble lot was devoid 
o! the inheritance of those woes which all are heirs to. 

c2 
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I turned rductaiitly from the sea-shore to enter the gate of the park, and 
mj path in a few moments was as completely screened from all prospect of 
the sea^ as though it had lain miles inland. An avenue of tall and ancient 
Hme-trees, so dense in their shadows as nearly to conceal the road beneath, 
led for above a mile through a beautiful lawn, whose surface, gently undu- 
lating, and studded with young clumps, was dotted over with sheep. At 
length, descending by a very steep road, I reached a beautiful little stream, 
over which a rustic bridge was thrown. As I looked down upon the rippling 
stream beneath, on the surface of which the dusky evening flies were dip- 
ping, I made a resolve, if I prospered in his lordship's good graces, to devote 
a day to the "angle" there, before I left the country. It was now growing 
late, and remembering Lord Eilkee's intimation of " sharp seven," I threw 
my reins over my cob " Sir Roger's" neck (for I had hitherto been walking), 
and cantered up the steep hill before me. When I reached the top, I found 
myself upon a broad table-land, encircled by old and well-grown timber, and 
at a distance, most tastefully half concealed by ornamental planting, I could 
catch some gHmpse of Callonby. Before, however, 1 had time to look about 
me, I heard the tramp of horses' feet behind, and in another moment two 
ladies dashed up the steep behind, and came towards me, at a smart gallop, 
followed by a groom, who, neither himself nor his horse, seemed to relish the 
pace of his fair mistresses. I moved off the road into the grass to permit 
them to pass; but no sooner had they got abreast of me, than Sir Soger, 
anxious for a fair start, flung up both heels at once, pricked up his ears, and 
with a plunge that very nearly threw me from the saddle, set off at top speed. 
My flrst thought was for the ladies beside me, and, to my utter horror, I now 
saw them coming along in fall gallop ; their horses had got off the road, and 
were, to my thinking, become quite unmanageable. I endeavoured to pull 
up, but all in vam. Sir Roger had got the bit between his teeth, a favourite 
trick of his, and I was perfectly powerless to hold him. By this time, they 
being mounted on thorough-breds, got a full neck before me, and the pace was 
now tremendous : on we all came, each horse at his utmost stretch. They were 
evidently gaining from the better stride of their cattle, and will it be belieyed, 
or shall I venture to acknowledge it in these my Confessions, that I, who a 
moment before would have given my best chance of promotion to be able to 
pull in my horse, would now have " pledged my dukedom" to be able to give 
Sir Boger one cut of the whip unobserved. I leave it to the wise to decipher 
the rationale, but such is the fact. It was complete steeple-chq3ing, and my 
blood was up. 

On we came, and I now perceived that about two hundred yards before me 
stood an iron gate and piers, without any hedge or wall on either side ; before 
I could conjecture the meaning of so strange a thing in the midst of a Imrge 
lawn, I saw the foremost horse, now two or three lengths before the other, 
still in advance of me, take two or three short strides, and fly about eight 
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feet over a sunk fence— the second followed in the same style, the riders 
sitting as steadily as in the gallop. It was now my tum, and I confess, as I 
nearedthe dyke, I heartily wished myself well over it, for the very possibility 
of a ''mistake" was maddening. Sir Eoger came on at a slapping pace, and 
when within two yards of the brink, rose to it, and cleared it like a deer. By 
the time I had accomplished this feat, not the less to my satisfaction that 
both ladies had tnmed in their saddles to watch me, they were already far in 
advance ; they held on stiU at the same pace, round a small copse which con- 
cealed them an instant from my view, and which, when I passed, I perceived 
that they had just reached the hall door, and were dismounting. 

On the steps stood a tall, elderly-looking, gentlemanlike person, who, I 
rightly conjectured, was his lordship. I heard him langhing heartily as I 
came up. I at last succeeded in getting Sir Soger to a canter, and when 
a few yards from where the group were standing, sprang off, and hastened up 
to make my apologies as I best might for my unfortunate runaway. I was 
luckily spared the awkwardness of an explanation, for his lordship, approach- 
ing me with his hand extended, said, 

" Mr. Lorrequer is most welcome at Callonby. I cannot be mistaken, I 
am sure— I have the pleasure of addressing the nephew of my old &iend. Sir 
Guy Lorrequer of Elton. I am indeed most happy to see you, and not the 
less so, that you. are safe and sound, which, five minutes since, I assure you 1 
had my fears for." 

Before I could assure his lordship that my fears were all for my competi- 
tors in the race — for such in reality they were — he introduced me to the two 
ladies, who were still standing beside him — " Lady Jane Callonby; Mr. Lor- 
requer ; Lady Catherine." 

" Which of you, young ladies, may I ask, planned this ' escapade,' for I see 
by your looks it was no accident ?" 

" I think, papa," said Lady Jane, " you must question Mr. Lorrequer on 
that head ; he certainly started fii-st." 

" I confess, indeed," said I, " such was the case." 

" Well, you mufit confess, too, you were distanced," said Lady Jane. 

His lordship laughed heartily, and I joined in his mirth, feeling at the 
same time most terribly provoked to be quizzed on such a matter; that I, a 
steeple-chase horseman of the first water, should be twitted by a couple of 
young ladies, on the score of a most manly exercise. "But come," said his 
lordship, "the first bell has rung long since, and I am longing to ask Mr. 
Lorrequer all about my old college Mend of forty years ago. So, ladies, 
listen your toilet, I beseech you." 

With these words, his lordship, taking my arm, led me into the drawing- 
room, where we had not been many minutes tiU we were joined by her lady- 
ship, a tall, stately, handsome woman, of a certain age ; resolutely bent upon 
being both young and beautifol, in spite of time and wrinkles ; her reception 
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of m^ fhoQ^ not possessing tiie ftanbieBB of his lovddu^^ was stall Toy 
polite, and inteoded to be even giacions. I now found by tiie leit^ntedis- 
qniiies £ar my old nnde, Sir Guy, that he it was, and not Hamlsfc, to whom 
I owed my pcesent notioe, and I most indnde it amougmy Confesaiaius, that 
it was about the fiist advantage I ever derived hom the selatbnship. Afier 
half an hour's agreeable efaatting, the ladies entered, and then I had tune to 
remark the extreme beauty of their appeaiance ; they were both. wxmdeiMljr 
like, and except that Lady Jane was taller and more womanly, it would have 
been almost impossible to diiwriminate between them. 

Lady Jane Gallonby was then about twenty Teats of age, rather above the 
middle sise, and slightly djsgoaed towards embotipomi; her eye was of the' 
deepest and most liquid bine, and rendered apparently darker by long lashes 
•of the blackest }et--&>r audi was the colour of her hair; her nose sUg^, 
but slightly, deviated from the stcaightness of the Greek, and her upper lip 
was fiaultlesB, as were her mouth and chin; the whole lower part of the £m», 
from the per&et repose, and from the carriage of her head, had oertainly a 
great air of hauibeur, but the extreme melting softness her eyes took km 
this, and when she spoke, there was a quiet earnestness in her mild and 
mufflcal voioe, that disarmed you at once of oonneeting the idea of self nith 
the speaker ; the word " fnscinatmg," more than any other J know o( oon* 
veys the effect of her iqypeaianoe, and to produce it, she had, more than asy 
other womau I ever met, that wonderful gift, " Pari depkdre," 

I was roused from my perhaps too earnest, beosose unoansoious gaee, at 
the lovely figure before me, by his lordddp saying " lii. Lonequer» her lady- 
ship is waiting for you." I accordingly bowed, and offering my azin» led her 
into the dinner-room. And here I draw rein for the psesent, reserving for 
my next chapter— My Adventures at Galkmby. 



GHAPTEain 

LIVB AS GA£L0BBT — LOVB-MAKUrG — ^HZSS o'OOWB^B iLDVmiTnSE. 

Mt first erenmg at Galloidyy passed off as nearly all first evenings do every- 
where. His lordship was most agreeable, talked much of myuncle, Sir Guy, 
whose &g he had been at Eton half a ceatuiy before, promised me some 
capital shooting in his preserves, discussed the state of politios ; and, as the 
second decanter of port " waned apace," grew wondrous eonfidentia], and told 
me of his intention to start his son for tiie county at the next general eleo- 
tioD, 8U]Qh being the oljeot which had now oonfened the honour of his pre- 
sence on his Lnsh estates. 



HASRT LOBBEQUEB. 23 

vamaa&m fat mj ^exfle^" as she teemed aqr quaiten ia Kilniah; wondered 
how/oooU poBiUy exisft in amncyDg reigimfiBt (who had never been in 
theemibyiamjttfel); wpdaqmbbMbiis^oamjifMmum 
stitpid famfly party^ lor they were living^ to use hc^ own phrase^ "like her- 
mitB;" and wmmd up att l^ aplayM aasnranoo that as she peroeiyed, from 
aB mj aaswen, ilait I was bent on preserring » stiict inoognito« she would 
tdl no tales about MB on herietozn to ''Town.'' Now, it may K«dily be be- 
lieved that afi this aad na^y move ol her ladyidiip's afiaakns were a ''Chal- 
deemaaBsa^i^tonie; tint i^ knew certaua finots of my fiamily and reila- 
tieos was eertaiii, b«k that Att had isterwofen in the hnmUa web of my 
history aivrjprsl^eBdbeoideiy of fidaon^^^ and while she thus 

raa m, with inmnuBnlde a&usians to Lady Maiys and Lord Johns, who she 
pretended to sopposeweie dying to hear fimnme^ I ooold not help mnttering 
to vfwMy with good Gkastopfaer Sly, " An att this be true— then, Lord, be 
thudbedfermy goodanmds^' fornpto that moment I was an nngrateM 
man for all sndi high and noUe solieitade. One dazk doubt shot for an in- 
stant aerofls my biaoL Mayhap her ladyidup had "ngistered a tow" never to 
syDahle a name undnranksied by I>ebrett, or was actoally only mystifpog 
me kx mavB amnsement A nuasste's consideration dbpelled this fear; 
for I found myself treated ** en seigneur^' by the whole fianily. Asforthe 
daaghters of the hooae, nothing cookl poasibly be more ftngagiwff than their 
maBBBr. Tkm eldest, Lady hsm, was pleased, froaa my near relationship to 
her k&tB^B oldest Mend, toreeeive me, ''from the first," on the most friendly 
footmg, while, with the younger. Lady Catherine, fifom her being less reserved 
than heat saster, my ptogress was even greats ; and thus, befiwe we separated 
for the night, leontriTed to ''take up my poakion" in such a fashion as to be 
ahea^ looked upon as one of the fiuniliy party, to which object Lord, and 
indeed Lady, GaD(mby seemed most willzBg to conbdbnte, and made me pro- 
mise to spend tim cntise of the lollowiBg di^ at Galkmhy, and as many of 
the sQceeednig ones as my mdKtazy dotiea woidd pcimit 

As his lordriiip was wishing me ''good nicy at the door el the dnMring- 
room, he said, in a half-'whiq)er, 

" We were ignoraiBi yesterdi^, Mr. Loneqaer, hiGPw soon we should have 
had the piemBse of seeing you here; asid you are theonlbre oondemned to a 
smali room €§ tile fihrary, itbemg Ifae only ene we eau insure you as being 
wdUaked. lawst therefore apprise you that you are not to be shocked at 
fining yoQXself 8a3rT0«B!ded by every memlwr of my fimiily, hungup in frames 
around you. Bui as tile zoom is usually my own smiggery, I have resigned 
it witiMmt any altenftion whaitevev.'' 

The apflrtaaent lor which his brdriiip had so sfaoiigiy apologised, stood in 
very^eaaing contrast to my fate one inEihmsk The soft Persian carped on 
which one^B feet sank to the very ankles; the bri^^illy polished diogB». upon 
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-whieh a blazing wood fire burnied; the veil upholfltered fimteoOs wiiich 
seemed to invite sleep without the trouble of lying down for it ; and last of 
all, the ample and luxurious bed, upon whose rich purple hangings the ruddy 
glare of the fire threw a most mellow light, were all a pleasing exchange for 
the "garuilure" of the " Hotel Healy." 

" Certes, Harry Lorrequer,'' said I, as I threw myself upon a small otto- 
man before the fire, in all the slippered ease and abandon of a man who has 
changed a dress-coat for a morning-gown, — "oertes, ihou art destined for 
great things ^ eyen here, where fate had seemed 'to do its worst* to thee, a 
little paradise opens, and what, to ordinary mortals, had proved but a 'flat, 
stale, and most unprofitable* quarter, presents to thee all the accumulated 
delight of an hospitable mansion, a kind, almost friendly, host, a condescending 
Madame M^re, and daughters too ! ah, ye Gods ! But what is this P" And here, 
for the first time lifting up my eyes, I perceiyed a beautiful water-colour 
drawing in the style of " Chalon,*' which was placed above the chimney-piece. 
I rose at once, and taking a candle, proceeded to examine it more minutely. 
It was a portrait of Lady Jane, a full-length too, and wonderfully like ; there 
was more complexion, and perhaps more roundness in the figure than her 
present appearance would justify ; but if anything was gained in brilliancy, 
it was certainly lost in point of expression, and I infinitely preferred her 
pale, but beautifully fair countenance, to the rosy cheek of the picture. The 
figure was faultless ; the same easy grace, the result of perfect symmetry and 
refinement together, which only one in a thousand of even handsome girls 
possess, was portrayed to the life. The more I looked, the more I felt 
charmed with it. Never had I seen anything so truly characteristic as tliis 
sketch, for it was scarcely more. It was after nearly an hour's quiet contem- 
plation that I began to remember the lateness of the night, an hour in 
which my thoughts had rambled from the lovely object before me to wonder 
at the situation in which I found myself placed ; for there was so much 
of ''attention" towards me, in the manner of every member of the family, 
coupled with certain mistakes as to my habits and acquaintances, as left me 
perfectly unable to unravel the mystoy which so*evidently surrounded me. 
"Perhaps," thought I, "Sir Guy has written in my behalf to his lordship. 
Oh, he would never do anything half so civil. Well, to be sure, I shall 
astonish them at head-quarters : they'll not believe this. I wonder if Lady 
Jane saw my ' Hamlet ;' for they landed in Cork &om Bristol about that time. 
She is indeed a most beautiful girL I wish I were a marquis, if it were only 
for her sake. Well, my Lord Gallonby, you may be a very wise man in the 
House of Lords ; but, I would just ask, is it exactly prudent to introduce into 
jour family, on terms of such perfect intimacy, a young, fascinating, well- 
looking fellow, of four-and-twenty, albeit only a subaltern, with two such 
daughters as you have P Peui-etre! One thing is certain— J have no cause of 
complaint ; and so, good night, Lady Jane." And with these words I fell 
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asleep, to dream of the deepest blue eyes, and the most melting tones that 
ever reduced a poor lieutenant in a marching regiment to curse his &te that 
he could not call the Commander of the Forces his father. 

When I descended to the breakfast-room, I found the whole fisunily assem- 
bled in a group around Lord Eilkee, who had just returned from a distant 
part of the county, where he had been canvassing the electors, and spouting 
patriotism the day before. He was giving an account of his progress with 
much spirit and humour as I entered, but, on seeing me, immediately caine 
forward and shook hands with me like an old acquaintance. By Lord Gal- 
lonby and the ladies I was welcomed also with much courtesy and kindness, 
and some slight badinage passed upon my sleeping in what Lord Eilkee 
called the "Picture Gallery," which, for all I knew to the contrary, contained 
but one fair portrait. I am not a believer in Mesmer; but certainly there 
must have been some influence at work— very Uke what we hear of in mag- 
netism—for before the breakfast was concluded, there seemed at once to 
spring up a perfect understanding between this family and myself, which 
made me feel as much chez moi as I had ever done in my life ; and from that 
hour I may date an intimacy which every succeeding day but served to 
increase. 

After breakfast, Lord CaUonby consigned me to the guidance of his son, and 
we sallied forth to deal destruction amongst the pheasants, with which the 
preserves were stocked; and here I may observe, en passani, that with the 
single exception of fox-hunting, which was ever a passion with me, I never 
could understand that inveterate pursuit of game to which some men devote 
themselves — ^thus, grouse-shooting, and its attendant pleasures, of stumping 
over a boggy mountain from daylight till dark, never had much attraction for 
me; and, as to the delights of widgeon and wild-duck shooting, when pur- 
chased by sitting up all night in a barrel, with your eye to the bung, I'll none 
of it— no, no ! give me shooting or angling merely as a divertimefUo, a pleasant 
interlude between breakfast and luncheon-time, when, consigning your Manton 
to a comer, and the gamekeeper " to the dogs,'' you once more humanise 
youi costume to take a canter with the daughters of the house ; or, if the day 
look loweringly, a match of billiards with the men. 

I have ever found that the happiest portions of existence are the most diffi- 
cult to chronicle. We may— nay, we must, impart our miseries and annoy- 
ances to our' many "dear friends," whose forte is sympathy or consolation— 
and all men are eloquent on the subject of their woes ; not so with their joys: 
some, have a miser-like pleasure in hoarding them up for their own private gra- 
tification; others— and they are prudent— feel that the narrative is scarcely 
agreeable even to their best friends ; and a few, of whom I confess myself 
one, are content to be happy without knowing why, and to have pleasant 
souvenirs without being able to explain them. 

Snch must be my apology for not more minutely entering upon an account 
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ofjnylifeafcGaQaiiby. A foiimgMliadiiowaeeaiiieai^aiM/, ^dnly 
panian of two beaddM giriflinaU tfadr walks and gMfla, Jbgcwgh » wmhHTj 
unfreqiiented eoiutry, aeemg bat Mtile of the otber memfaeiB of tke £»■% ; 
the gentkmen being entiidy ooeoined by theii deotioa taetka, aad Ijuiy 
GaUoBby bdng a late nser, addom appeand bcfixe the dinner hour. I^bere 
was sot » diff upooL the bold aod locky ooaat we did not eUaabi not » eave 
npcn the pebbly beach nnvittted; sometfrneamyfairenuparnkxiftwoiddbEing 
a Yoliune olMetastasio down to the litUe mer wheace I naed to ane^ ; and 
the ''gentle craft" was often abandcmed for the beart4hr]Uing 'veraea ci tiiat 
debi^tfil poet. Yea, many yean bare paaaed over» and these aoenea aie stQl 
aa fresh in my memory aa though they had been o£ yesteriey. in amr me- 
mory, I say» '' aa for thee/' 

^duMnnai 
Ti aoYYcmi di ma?" 

At the end of three weeks the honse became full of eompany, from the 
garret to the cellar, Conntry gentlemen and their wiyes and daoghters eame 
pouring ii^ an erery species of conyeyaoce known since the Flood; family 
coaches, which, but. for their yellow panels, might have been mistaken iat 
hearses^ and high barouches, the ascent to whidi was accomplished by a 
step-ladder, followed each other in what appeared a never-ending soceession; 
and here I may note an instance of the anomalous character of the oonrey- 
ances, from aa incident to wludi I was a witness at the tisie. 

Among the visitors on the second day came a maiden kdgr frcun the neig^- 
bona^oodof Ennistimoi, Miss Eliisabeth O'Dowd, the last of ayery old and 
highly req;)ectaUe fSunily in ibe oonnty, and whose estensiye property, 
tkiddy studded with freehoyers^ was a stipng reaeott £»: hev being paid every 
attention in Lord Callonby's power to bestow. Miss Betty O'Dowdr-lor so 
she was pqpnlarly a^led— was the yesy personification of an oid maid; atif 
aa aramrod, and so rigid m obserysnoe of the propcieties of female eoadoct, 
that, in the eatjaurtion of the Ctore gentry^ "Diana was ahoydeneompaied to 
ber. 

Miss Betty liyed, as I haye said, near Eamstimon, and the road fron thence 
to CaLkmby at the time I speak d— it waa befoce Mr. NimBBO— waa as like 
the bed of a moranitaiw tocrent as a respeetable highway; thece were holes 
that woold have made a graye for any maiden ht4y within fiffcy nuLea; and 
rodks thieldy scattered, enough to -ptavm fatal to the atBongest wheels that 
eyer issned from ''Hatton's." Misa CFDowd knew this wdJr-flhe had upon one 
oeeasion been n^sdi in trayeUing it— and a slat&edbniedsilkdaEBsaboEeiiie 
dyeof eyery q>ecie8of mndand mare to be Ibond there^for many a yearafiier, 
to remind her of her misfcnrtone, and ke^ open the wound of her aonov. 
When, therefore, the inyitation to CaQonby aniyed, agraye eooncil of was was 
smnmooed, to ddibeiate upon the mtode of iaaoasj^ for the honour eoald not 
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be dechied,'*c(mieii^ileoae:'Theeh^ oatef theqaestiai: KidMiki 
dficlazed2iwoiiM]iBTBrieadlitiie''MonBiiBefe*'a8theini pteeQiee 
called; the inside car was lovg aisfle prononnood unfit lor lianardow 
prise; aid the (ttlyiegOBiee left, inw what iacafl^ 
"low4Mcked car/' that is^ » ear without any iMKk whadeyer ; it beb^ neither 
moieaar less than the comnioii agrionKtazal eonrejanee of tiie oomtbT; npcm ^ 
which, a feaiher-iied being laid, the &nieiB' wiiea and daaghters aoce gene- 
rally eozLveyed to fairs^ wakc^ amdstatkBs, &c. Patting faar dignitj, if not 
in her pocket, at least whereyer it oonld be xnofli caeily aecomnodaftec^ Miaa 
CDofwd plaeed ha hat atM^ in all the pkaitode of her dnsma sad the 
gTandenr of a " faraiHttw green silk," a ''liktle off the gxaaa, aad on the 
bottk*' (I hm to be paiticnhar), iqpon thia knmble e oufe ja M ee^ and set ent 
on her vay, if neik ''leioKsne^'' at least amaole^ 

bladL dark when thej leaehed the hanee^ and the devil none 'id be tiiewiwr 
tbaaJfflheeMBeinaQoadLandfonr" Kkholaa was zig^ ; it was pcrftetlj 
da^ on thdc amrral at Gaiknbj, and Miaa O'Dowfl having diainumie d, sod 
shaken her jpkunage, a little crompled byher hatf-^eenaabeok posifeioafbreig^ 
milesy s^peaied ia the drawing^xxnay to leeeive the most eonrtofms attentxms 
from Lady Galkmby, and from hia hxdah^ the most flattering speeehes lor 
her kindness in nsking herself andbnngmg "her horses^ on inob a dxendfbl 
road, and asaoied her of his getting a presentment the Tery next aaaiaea to 
repab: it,—" Eor we intend. Miss CDowd," said hc^ " to be meat tronUeaoBB 
neighbonrs to yon. in fistnxe." 

The evening passed off most happSy. Miss CyDowd was dehghted with 
her hosts,, whose ehazacter she reaohred to iq^hold in. ^rite of their rqpnta- 
tion for pcidB and hanghtTnesa^ Lady Jane sang an. Iris^ mtMj for her, 
Lady Gallonbiy gsre hershpa of a rose geranima ahe got firom the Frineeas 
AngQsti^.and Lord Kilkee won her heart l^ the performanee of that most 
gnuoefol step yclept "oomx the bnekle/' i& an iriah jig. But, alas t how 
short-lired is hnman bliss, for while this estimable lady revelkd in the fall 
enjoyment of the hcrar, the sword of Damodes hang suspended above her 
head; in plain English, she had, on arriving at Gallonby, to pverent any na- 
iteeesaacy sendany into the nntnre of her ooa^eyanee^ ordered NichofaB to be 
at the door panctaafly ait cileven; and then, to take an opportunity of quietly 
sl^phig open the dxswingJBOom iaaB, and gsving her an intimation of it, tint 
she magjbt takeher lecve at onee. Nichoias was iq^ to time, and handng dis- 
posed the eGnveyancB nnder theafaadDW of the pordi, made his way to the 
doorofthedrawing^Qfimnnseeaandimofaeerfed. He opened it gesetly and 
noiaeleBBly, mecdy snffieient to take n sorrey of i^ apartment, m which, 
from the ^aie of the lights, and the busy himiof yoices, hewae so bewidered 
that it was some mmntes* before he reoognked hu mistreaB. At last he per- 
ceiyed her ; she was seated at a card-table, playing whist with Lord CaUodl^ 
for her partner. Who the othoc i^ayem were, he knew not. A proud man 
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was I^icholas, as he saw his mistress thxis phioed, actnaJly sitting, as he 
afterwards expressed it, " forenint the Lord;" but his thoughts were bent on 
other matters; aad it was no time to indulge his vauntings. 

He stroye for some time patiently to catch her eye, for she was so situated 
as to permit of this, but without success. He then made a slight attempt to 
^ attract her attention by beckoning with his finger ; all in Tain. " Oh, mui- 
ther," said he, " what is this for P Til haye to spake affcher all." 

'Tour by honours," said his lordship, "and the odd trick. Anotkr 
double, I bdieye. Miss CDowd." 

Miss CDowd nodded a graceful assent, while a sharp-looking old dowager 
at the side of the table called out, " A rubber of four only, my lord ;" and now 
began an explanation from the whole party at once. Nicholas saw this was 
his time, and thought that in the mel6e, his hint might reach his mistress un- 
obseryed by the remainder of the company. He accordingly protruded bis 
head into the room, and placing his finger on the side of his nose, and shut- 
ting one eye knowingly, with an air of great secrecy, whispered out, " Miss 
Betty— Miss Betty, alanah!" For some minutes the hum of the yoices 
drowned his admonitions, but as, by degrees waxing warmer in the cause, be 
called out more budly, eyery eye was turned to the spot from whence these 
extraordinary sounds proceeded ; and certainly the appearance of Nicholas at 
the moment was well calculated to astonish the company of a drawing-room. 
With his one eye fixed eagerly in the direction of his mistress, his red scratch 
wig pushed back off his forehead, in the eagerness of his endeayour to he 
heard, there he stood, perfectly unmindful of all around, saye Miss O'Dowd 
herself. It may well be belieyed that such an apparition could not be wit- 
nessed with grayity, and, accordingly, a general titter ran through the room, 
the whist party, still contending about odd tricks and honours, being the only 
persons insensible to the mirth around them. ''Miss Betty, arrah. Miss 
Betty," said Nicholas, with a sigh, that conyerted the subdued laughter of 
the guests into a perfect burst of mirth. 

"Eh," said Ids lordship, turning round, "what is this? We are losin? 
something excellent, I fear." 

At this moment, he caught a glimpse of Nicholas, and, throwing himself 
back in his chair, laughed immoderately. It was now Miss Betty's turn ; she 
was about to rise from the table, when the well-known accents of Nicholas 
fell upon her ear. She fell back in her seat— there he was : the messenger 
of the foul fiend himself would haye been more welcome at that moment. 
Her blood rushed to her face and temples; her hands tingled; she closed 
her eyes, and when she opened them, there stood the accursed Nicholas 
glowering at her stilL 

"Maa— num !" said she at length, "what do you mean? What do you want 
here?" 

Poor Nicholas, little guessiog that the question was intended to throw a 
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doubt upon her acqnamtance with hun, and conceiyiDg that the hour for the 
annoiincement had come, hesitated for an instant how he should designate 
the oonyeyance. He could not call it a coach ! it certainly watf not a buggy 
—neither was it a jaunting car : what should he say P He looked earnestly, 
and eren imploringly, at lus mistress, as if to conyey some sense of his diffi- 
culty, and then, as it were, catching a sudden inspiration, winked once more« 
as he said, 

" MissBetty— the— the— the "—and here he looked indescribably droU 

— " the thing ffou know is at the door." 

All his lordship's politeness was too little for the occasion, and Miss 
O'Dowd's tenantry were lost to the Gallonby interest for ever. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BOTAmCAL BTDDIB8— CTB VATUBAL S18TEM FBXrEKABUS TO THE UESMAJX. 

" The carnage is at the door, my lord," said a senrant, entering the 
luncheon-room where we were all assembled. 

" Now then, Mr. Lorrequer," said Lord Gallonby, "allons, take another 
glass of wine, and let us away. I expect you to make a most brilliant speech, 
remember!" 

His brdship nere alluded to our intention of yisiting a remote barony, where 
a meeting of the freeholders was that day to be held, and at which I was 
pledged for a " neat and appropriate" oration iu abuse of the Corn-laws and 
the Holy Alliance. 

" I beg pardon, my lord," said her ladyship, in a most languishing tone ; 
" but Mr. Lorrequer is pre-engaged ; he has for the last week been promising 
and deferring his visit to the new conservatory with me, where he is to find 
out four or five of the Swiss shrubs that Collins cannot make out— and which 
I am dying to know all about." 

" Mr. Lorrequer is a false man then," said Lady Catherine, " for he said 
at breakfast that we should devote this afternoon to the dialk caves, as the 
tide will be so far out we can see them all perfectly." 

*' And I," said Lord Eilkee, " must put in my plea, that the aforesaid Mr. 
Lorrequer is booked for a coursing match — ' Mouche venus Jessie.' — Guilty 
or not guilty P" 

Lady Jane alone of all said not a word. 

** Guilty on every count of the indictment," said I; " I throw myself on^ 
the mercy of the court." 
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" Let bis sentence tlioi be beniflihmflait," svd LadyGitbsJii^ wi&affBcted 
anger, ^ and ki bim go witb pipa." 

'a rather tfamk,'' said Lord Kiftee, 'Hbe better jhn 
oonservatory, for Td wager a ^^ be finds it mare diflbmlt to mnak botany 
than caorass £reeholders--ehf'' 

*' I am sure/' said Lady Jane, for tiie tet time bnaking sOeaoe^ ^' that 
mamma is infinitely flattop by the proposal that Mr. Lorrequer's oompany 
IS to be oonfened apm ber for ber sins." 

"Iamnottobeafl&onted,nor quizzedoatofmydiaperaa; boe, lie L(»r- 
reqner,'* said Lady CaUonby, rising, " get Smith's book there, and let me have 
your arm; and now, yomg ladies, come along, and leMnaninetlmig', If yoa cml" 

'< An admirable proviso," said Lord Kilkee, langhing, " if his botany be 
only as authentic as the autographs he gaye Mrs. MacDermot, and all of 
which he wrote himself in my dressing-room, in half an boor. Napoleon was 
the only dif&cnlt one in the number." 

Most fortunately this unfair disclosure did not reach her ladyship's ears, as 
she was busily engaged putting on her bonnet, and I was yet unassailed in 
reputation to her. 

^' Qood-by,tiien," nod Lord Galkmby; ''we meet at seven." Andinafiew 
moments the little party were scattered to their several destinations. 

** How very hot you have this place, Collins," said Lady Calkmby, as we 
entered the conservatory. 

" Only seventy-five, my bidy, and the magnoliaB xeqnire beat." 

I here dropped a little behind, asif toexaBnineaplaat, andinabalf-whiflper 
said to Lady Jane, 

" How came it that ypn alone. Lady Jane, sbonld farget I bad madeanothei 
appointment P I tbooght you wished to make a sketch of Qndgmonn Abbey 
--'did yoQ forget tha^ we were to ride there to-day?" 

Before she could reply, Lady Gallonby called out— " Oli,lMn it is^ Mr. 
Loneqiier. Is this a beatbP that is the question." 

Here her hdyship pcmited to a little serdbby IMng, that looked very like a 
birohrod. I proceeded to examixie it most minutely, while Collins waited with 
an the intense anxiety of a man whose diaracter depended on the sentence. 

" Collins will have it a jungermama^" said she. 

*^ And Collins is right," said I, not trusting myself with the pKommoiation 
of the awffd word her ladyaMp uttered. 

Collins looked ridicnlously happy. 

*' Now that is so delightfal," said Lady Callonby, as she stopped to look 
for another pusde. 

" What a wretch it is," said Lady Catherine, covering her fooe with a 
handkerchief. 

'* What a beamtifal little flower," said Lady Jane, lifting iip the bell of a 
** lobelia splendens." , 
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"T(mk]M!wvofooiirse,"8udI, "what they adithst flofvtr n Avioe— 

L'amoar teadre," 

JB(I06CI' 

"!&iM^IaHise7(ni; nAylpreaeatyoainththu^rigQf itP^eoitaigoff 

a gaaH twfe amd j wcBe n feig it at the wme inataat mnecn by the othan. 

She hesitated for an instant, and then extending her finr Mid taper band, 
took it. I dared not look at her as she did so, but a proud swelling triumph 
at my heart nearly choked me. 

*'Now, Collins/' said Lady Gallonby, ''I cannot find the Alpen tree I 
brought from the Grundenwald." 

Collins hurried forward to her ladyship's side. 

Lady Catherine was also called to assist in the search. 

I was alone with Lady Jane. 

"Now car nerer/' thought I; I hesitated— 1 8tammered--inyToioefalteKd. 
She saw my agitation ; she participated in, and increased it. At last I sum- 
monfidu^ cwnnge to tonohher hand; she gently withdrew it-^iat so gently, 
itwasnotaiepube. 

'' If Lady Jane," said I at length-" sf the deroted '* 

"fiblloi^ theie»'' said a deepr yoioe without, " is Mx. jMoeqaa there P" 

It was Lord Kilkee, returned from Ms coursing match. None but he who 
has fdt such an interruption can feel for me. I shame to say that his brother- 
hood to her, fOE whom I would haye periled my life, restninedme not from 
sometlmig yery like a hearty commendation of him to the powen that 

** Down, dog% there~-down !** continued he, and in a moment after ea^^ 
the conaer vatary, flashed and heated with the chase. 

"Moudie 18 the wimitt-Hiwo to one— and so. Master Shattow, I owe you 
a thoosaod poimds.'' 

WooH to Heaven that I had lost the wager, had it only taken a HtUe bnger 
tp dedde it! I of eonne appeared oyezjoyed at my dog's tneoess, and lis- 
^^e&ed with great pretence of interest to the narratiye of the *'nm;" the 
^ore so beoaose, that though perhaps more my friend than the older mem- 
^ of the family. Lord Kilkee evidently liked less than them my growing 
intimacy with his sister; andl was anxious to blind him on the present ooca- 
sion, when, but for his recent excitement, very little penetration would have 
enabled him to detect that something unusual had taken place. 

It was now so nearly dark, that her ladyship's farther search for the alpine 
^^msare became impossible, and so we turned our steps towards the garden, 
where we continued to walk till joined by Lord Callonby. And now began a 
niost actiye discoflskm upon agriculture, rents, tithes, and Toryism, in which 
the ladies took but little part ; and I had the mortification to peroaiye that 
Lady Jane was excessiyely bored, and seized the first opportunity to leaye 
^Pttfy and xetnn to the house; while her sister gave me from time to time 
<^tttain knowing ijbmees, as if intimating that my knowledge of iaaamg 
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and political economy were pretty mnch on a par mik my proficiency in 
botany. 

" Chie has discoyered me at leasts" thonglit I ; but the bell had rung ixS dress 
for dinner, and I hastened to my room to think oyer future plans, and once 
more wonder at the singular position into which fate and the " roles of the 
service" had thrown me. 



CHAPTER Y. 

PUZZLED — ^EXPLANATION MAKES BAD WOBSE — A DX7EL. 



" Akt letters ?" said her ladyship to a servant, as she crossed the halL 

" Only one, my lady— for Mr. Lorrequer, I believe.** 

"For met*' thought I; "how is this?'* My letters had been hitherto 
always left in Kilrosh. Why was this forwarded here P I hurried to the 
drawing-room, where I found a double letter awaiting me. The writing was 
Curzon's, and contained the words " To be forwarded with haste'* on the direc- 
tion. I opened and read as follows : 

" Deaa Lgbbxqueb,— Haye you any recollection,, among your numerous 
' escapades* at Cork, of having grievously insulted ft certain Mr. Gileis Beamish, 
in thought, word, or deed P If you have, I say, let me know with all conve- 
nient despatch whether the offence be one admitting of apology— for if not, 
the Lord have mercy on your soul— a more wrothy gentleman than the afore- 
said it having rarely been my evil fortune to foregather witL He called 
here yesterday to inquire your address, and at my suggestion wrote a note 
which I now eudose. I write in great haste, and am ever yours faithfully, 

"C. CUBZON. 

" N.B.— I have not seen his note, so explain all* and everything." 

The enclosed ran thus : 

" SiBj— It can scarcely have escaped your memory, though now nearly two 

months since, that at the Mayor's dejeuner in Cork, you were pleased to make 

merry at my expense, and expose me and my family for your amusement. 

This is to demand an immediate apology, or that satisfaction which, as an 

officer, you will not refuse your most obedient servant, 

" Gi£Es Beajose. 
<« Swinburne's HoteL** 

" Giles Beamish ! Giles Beamish !** said I, repeating the name in every 
variety of emphasis, hoping to obtain some clue to the writer. Had I been 



HABBT LOBRKQUER. 33 

appointed the umpire between Dr. Wall and his reviewers, in the late oontio- 
yersy about "Phonetic signs/' I could not have been more completely pnzzled 
than by the contents of this note. "Make merry at his expense!" a great 
offence truly — ^I suppose I have laaghed at better men than ever he was ; 
and I can only say of such innocent amusement, as Falstaff did of sack and 
sugar, if such be a sin, "then Heaven help the wicked." But I wish I knew 
who he is, or what he alludes to, provided he is not mad, which I begin to 
think not improbable. " By-the-by, my Lord, do you know any such person 
in the south as a Mr. Beamish — Giles Beamish ?" 

" To be sure," said Lord Callonby, looking up from his newspaper, " there 
are several of the name of the highest respectability. One is an alderman of 
Cork— a very rich man, too— but I don't remember his Christian name." 

" An alderman, did you say ?" 

"Yes. Alderman Beamish is very well known. I haye seen him fre- 
quently — a short, florid, little man." 

" Oh, it must be he," said I, musingly; " it must haye been this worthy 
alderman from whose worshipful person I tore the robe of office on the night 
of the fSte. ' But what does he mean by 'my exposing him and Ids family P 
Why, zounds, his wife and children were not with him on the pavement. 
Oh, 1 see it ; it is the Mansion House school of eloquence ; did not Sir Wil- 
liam Curtis apologise for not appearing at court from having lost an eye, 
which he designated as an awful ' domestic calamity P' " 

It being now settled to my satisfeu^ion that Mr. Beamish and the great 
uncloaked were " convertible terms," I set about making the amende in the 
most handsome manner possible. I wrote to the alderman a most pacific epistle, 
regretting that my departure from Cork deprived me of making reparation 
before, and expressing a most anxious hope that " he caught no cold," and a 
fervent wish that "he would live many years to grace and ornament the dig- 
nity of which his becoming costume was the emblem." This I aiclosed in a 
note to Curzon, telling him how the matter occurred, and requesting that he 
would send it by Ids servant, together with the scarlet yestment which he 
would find in my dressing-room. Having folded and sealed this despatch, I 
turned to give Lord Callonby an account of the business, and showed him 
Beamish's note, at which he was greatly amused : and, indeed, it furnished 
food for mirth for the whole party during the eyening. The next morning I 
set out with Lord CaUonby on the long-threatened canyassing expedition — 
with the details of which I need not burden my " Confessions." Suffice it 
to say, that when Lord Eilkee was advocating Toryism in the west, I, his 
accredited ambassador, was devoting to the infernal gods the prelacy, the 
peerage, and the pension list — a mode of canyass well worthy of indtation in 
"these troublesome times ; for, not to spesJc of the great prospect of success 
from having friends on both sides of the question, the principal can always 
divest himself of any unpleasant consequences as regards inconsistency, by 
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tinowingr the blame on his friend, "who went too hat,** as the ifypiopnate 
phrase is. 

Nothing ooold be more snooessM than our miaaion. Loid CaDonbj was 
delighted beyond bounds with the prospect, and so oompletely carried away 
by high spirits, and so perfectly assured that much of it was owing to my 
exertions, that on the second moniing of onr tonr—^or we proceeded through 
the county for three days— he came laogjiing into my dresamg-room, with a 
newspaper in his hand. 

"Here, Lorreqner," said he, "here's news for yon. Yon oeitainly mnst 
read this." And he handed me a copy of the Clare Herald, with an aooomit 
of our meeting the erening before. 

After g^cing my eye rapidly oyer the routine usnal in such cases— Humph, 
ha— nearly two hundred people— most respectable fiinners— room appropri- 
ately decorated — "Gallonby Aims " — " after the usual loyal toasts, the ohair- 
manrose" ^Well, no matter. Ah! here it is: "Mr. Lonequer here ad- 
dressed tiie meeting with a flow of eloquence it has rarely, if enrar, been qui 
privilege to hear equalled. He began by'^-^ramph 

"Ah," said his lordship, impatiently, "you will nerer And it out — look 
here — ^'Mr. Lonequer, whom we hare mentioned as having made the highly 
CTciting speech to be found in our flrst page, is, we understand, the son of 
Sir Guy Lorrequer, of Elton, in Shropshire— one of the wealthiest baronets 
in England. H romour speak truly, there is a very near proj^eet of an al* 
liaace between this taLmted and promising young gentleman, and tiie beauti- 
fblandacoomplisheddaughter of a certain noble earl, with whom he has been 
for some time domasticated.' " 

*'Eh, what think youP Son of Sir Guy Lorrequer. I always thou^^t my 
old friend a baohdor, but you see the Clare Herald knows better. Not to 
apeak of the last piece of intelligence, it is yery good, is it not P" 

"Capital, indeed," said 1^ trying to laugh, aikl at the same time blushing 
confoundedly, and looking as ridiculous as needs be. 

It now strook me forcibly l^t there was something extremely odd in his 
lordship's mention of this paragraph, particularly when ooupled with his and 
Lady Gallonby's manuer to me for the last two months. They Imew enough 
of my family, endently, to be aware of my station and prospeots-^r rather 
my want of both.— and yet, in the tee of this, they not only encouraged me 
to prolong a moat delightfiil yisit, but by a ^ouaand daily and dangocoBa 
opportonities, absohitely threw me in the way of one of the loyeHest of her 
8SZ, seemins^ widiont fear on tiieir parts. "Well!" thought I; withmy 
old philosophy, " Time, tiiat 'pregnant old gentleman^' will disclose aD, and 
SD, let us be patient!" 

Myieyeriesoaniygood aad'eySL fortone were suddenly inter r upt ed by a 
letter which reached me that eyening^ haying been forwarded from Gallonby 
by a special messenger. "What! aniotiier epistle fromCuizon," sud Jt as 
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my eye <»Dgii<;tiiB address; and Yrondaring not aijitie what preanig emer- 
genoy ]iad.(ay3ed&rth tiie^sraids oaihe oaver^** To be fonmided nitibt liaste'' 
—I eagGri|!i bndU'tiie seal and" read ito foUowiiifir: 

"JfouBjis HkxKi^'r—lloBaabed Toms on the lift, and immediateljr de- 
spstohed your note and the raunent to Mr. BeamiaL He was from home at 
the time, bnt at eight o'doek I was sent &r from the mass to see tiro gentls- 
men on most praMiBg business. I hturied to my (purteia, and there found 
the aforesaid Mr. B., aceompanied by a Mend, whom he ihtrodnced as Dr. de 
Conicy Fhmoane, of l^e North Cork Militift— as wadihe-looking a gentle- 
man, of his inicbes^ asme fire feet l^oee, as you wonld irish. to^see-. The 
•moment I appeared, both rose, and commeused a nsETatLye, fixrsnch I jndge 
it to bff, bat so eneigetically and so completely togedier, that I conld only 
bow politdy^ and at last; request that one, or the other, wonld infbnu' me of 
the ol^ect of their yisit. Here began the tug- of war, the doctov spying, 
' Arrsh, now Giles* — ^Mr. Beamish interrnpting by ' 'Whisht,. I tell yo— now, 
can't yon let me ? Ye see, Mr. Curroin'— for so diey bo& agreed fo designKte 
me. At last, ocnnpletely worn out, I said, ' Perhaps you have mit reoeived 
my friend's note P At this Mr. Beamish reddened to iiie eyes, and with the 
greatest volubilitypoured forth a flood of indignant eloquence, that I tfaon^^ 
it neeessory to oheok; but in this I failed, for after informing me pretty 
deady liiat he knew nothing of yonr story of the alderman; or his doak, 
added, that he firmly believed your pretended reparation was only a rmewed 
insult, and tilat but, in a word, he used such language, that I was com- 
pelled to tak^thim short ; and the finale is, that I agreed you should meet 
him, though sdll ignorant of what he calls the ' original, ofienoe/ But HJeaven 
knows, his- conduct here last night demands a reprimand, and I hope you 
may give it ; and- if you shoot him, we may worm out tiro secret from his 
exeeutorSi l^Mhiiig could exceed the politeness of tiie parties on my con- 
senlang' to tbis ssrangement. Dr. Vinucane proposed Gamgaholt as the 
rendezvous, about twelve miles, I believe, from Ejlrosh, and Tuesday evening^ 
at as, as Idle €me; wMch will be tibie very earliest moment we can arrive there. 
So; pray be up to time, and believe me yoursj 

" Sataiday Bmiiiig/* 

It was late^ onMonday evening wh«n iiiis letter reached me, and tiiere* was 
no tone to be lost, as I was then about for^ Bnsh mile» from l^e place men- 
tioned by Curzon; so, after briefly acquainting Lord Callonby that I was 
called- off by duty, I hurried to my room to pack my dothes, and' again x«d. 
over tins extraordinary epistle. 

Iconfess it did appear something droll, how completeljr Cnwon seemed to 
imbibe the passion for fi gliHrig from these " bloodthirsty Irishmen." Poi; by 

D*2 
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his own showing, he was utterly ignorant of my erer having offended this 
Mr. Beamish, of whom I recollected nothing whatever. Yet, when the gen- 
tleman woies wrothy, rather than inconyenienoe him, or peihaps anxions to 
get back to the mess, he coolly says, "Oh, my friend shall meet you," and 
then his pleasant jest, " find oat the canse of qxuurel from his executors !" 

"Truly," thought I, "there is no equanimity like his who acts as your 
second in a duel. The gentlemanlike urbanity with which he waits on the 
opposite friend— the conciliating tone with which he proffers implacable 
enmity— the killing kindness with which he refuses all accommodation — the 
Talleyrand air of his short notes, dated from the 'TrayeUers,' or 'Brookes/ 
with the words three o'clock or fiye o'clock on the coyer, all indicatiye of the 
friendly precipitancy of the negotiation. Then, when all is settled, the social 
style witii which he asks yon to take a ' cutlet' with him at the ' darendon,* 
' not to go home,' are only to be equalled by the admirable tact on the ground 
^he stndiously elegant salute to the adverse party, half k la Napdton, and 
half Beau Brummell— the politely offered snuff-box— the coquetting raillery 
about ten paces or twelve— are certainly the beau id^ of the stoicism which 
preludes sending your friend out of the world like a gentleman." 

How very often is the face of external nature at variance with the thoughts 
and actions — " the sayings and doings" we may be most intent upon at the 
moment ! How many a gay and brilliant bridal party has wended its way to 
St. George's, Hanover-square, amid a downpour of rain, one would suppose 
sufficient to quench the torch of Hymen, though it burned as brightly as 
Captain Drummond's oxygen light ; and, on the other hand, how frequently 
are the bluest azure of heaven and the most balmy airs shed upon the heart 
bursting with affliction, or the head bowed with grief ; and without any desire 
to impugn, as a much higher authority has done, the moral character of the 
moon, how many a scene of blood and rapine has its mild radiance illumined I 
Such reflections as these came thronging to my mind, as on the afternoon of 
Tuesday I neared the little village of our rendezvous. The scene which in 
all its peaceful beauty lay before me, was truly a strong contrast to the occa- 
sion that led me thither. I stood upon a little peninsula which separates tilie 
Shannon from the wide Atlantic. On one side the placid river flowed on its 
course, between Adds of waving com, or rich pasturage— the beautiful island 
of Scattery, with its picturesque ruins reflected in the unrippled tide — ^the 
cheeiful voices of the reapers, and the merry laugh of the children were 
mingled with the seaman's cry of the saUors, who were "heaving short" on 
their anchor, to take the evening tide. The village, which consisted of 
merely a few small cabins, was still, from its situation, a pleasing object in the 
picture, and the blue smoke that rose in slender columns from the humble 
dwellings, took from the scene its character of loneliness, and suggested 
feelings of home and homely enjoyments, which human habitations, however 
lowly, never fail to do. 

" At any other time," thought I, "and how I could have enjoyed all this. 
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but now— and, ha^ I find it is already past fiye o'clock, and if I am ligbtly 
mfoimed I am stUl abore a mile from ' Carrigaholt/ where we were to 
meet." 

I liad dismissed my conveyance when nearing the village, to avoid observa- 
tion, and now took a footpath over the hills. Before I had proceeded half a 
mile, the scene changed completely. I fonnd myself traversing a small glen, 
grown over with a bw oak scrub, and not presenting, on any side, the 
s%htest trace of habitation. I saw that the ground had been selected by an 
adept. The glen, which grew narrow as I advanced, suddenly disclosed to 
my view a glimpse of the Atlantic, upon which the declining sun was pouring 
a flood of purple glory. I had scarcely turned from the contemplation of this 
beautiful object, when a bng low whistle attracted my attention. I looked 
in the direction from whence it proceeded, and discovered at some distance 
from me three figures standing beside the rain of an old abbey, which I now 
for the first time perceived. 

If I had entertained any doubt as to who they were, it had been speedily 
resolved, for I now saw one of the party waving his hat to me, whom I soon 
recognised to be Gurzon. He came forward to meet me, and, in the few hun- 
dred yards that intervened before oni reaching the others, told me as much 
as he knew of the opposite party; which, alter all, was but little. Mr. 
Beamish, my adversary, he described as a morose, fire-eating southern, that 
evidently longed for an "affair" with a military man, then considered a cir- 
cumstance of some eclai in the south ; his second, the doctor, on the contrary, 
was by far ''the best of the cut-throats," a most amusing little personage, 
foil of his own importance, and profuse in his legends of Ids own doings in 
love and war, and evidently disposed to take the pleasing side of every occur- 
rence in life ; they both agreed in but one point — ^a firm and fixed resolve to 
give no explanation of the quarrel with me. " So then," said I, as Curzon 
hurried over the preceding account, "you absolutely know nothing whatever 
of the reason for which I am about to give this man a meeting." 

" No more than you," said Curzon, with imperturbable gravity ; " but one 
thing I am certain of--had I not at once promised him such, he would have 
posted you in Limerick the next morning; and, as you know our mess rule 
in the i— th, I thought it best *' 

"Oh, certainly, quite right; but now, are you quite certain I am the man 
who offended him P for I solemnly assure you I have not the most remote 
recollection of having ever heard of him." 

"That point," said Curzon, "there can be no doubt of, for he not only 
designated you as Mr. Harry Lorrequer, but the gentleman that made all 
Cork laugh so heartily by his representation of Othello." 

" Stop I" said I ; " say not a word more ; Tm his man." 

By this time we had reached the ruins, and turning a comer came in full 
contact with the enemy. They had been resting themselves on a tombstone, 
and rose, as we approached. 
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** AHow me," «dd Omron, iteivphig a iiitte madnouiD of mft— ''tflotr me 
to inlrodaoe my fciend ICr. Lorreqner, Dr. ^Endctm^-^. FiTHOiifij lEr. 
Lorrequer." 

'^^Einaeaae, if qmie agreeable to yoiir*Fmiicane»'' said tibe little gentkman, 
as he lilted his hat straight off his head, and leplaQBdit most leoirartriy, by 
way of salute. ''Mr.Ixirrequer, it iswithsinoereitoflniiBlmBlnyQnrac- 
qiiaintaiice.'' Here Mr. Beamish hoired stiffly, in rstoni to my jahitstion, 
and at ^ instant a kind of Tagoe sensatian crosMd my ndnd tfasA tiioie led 
whiskers and that fieiy fnoe were not seen for the fiat time ; hnt the thomb- 
BorewB of the Holy Office would hafe been powolBU to wftfahmymenciyas 
to when. 

*' Captain," said the doctor, ^may I Teqnest the fEtfonr of 7001 oonpany 
this way, one mimiteP' OHiey hoQi walked aside; the only words iriuch 
reached me as 1 moved off, to permit their oonfiBBenoe, heiii^ an asBaxanQD oi 
the part of the doctor, " that it was a sweet spot he pioked out, for.l^hsnDg 
them i^aoed north and south, neither need hove a patch of sky beldni hini" 
Very few minntss sufficed for pTeliminanes, and 'diey both adraiioed, ssurk* 
ing and smiling, as if they had juit ananged a new plan for the amelimatifln 
of the poor, or the benefit of the mannfadaning daaaei, instead cf .maldng 
preparations for sending a feUow-creatiire nut of tiicwoiid. 

" Then, if I understand you, captain," said tim doctor, ''^yon step the dis- 
tanee, and I give the word." 

''Exactly," said Ouzzon. 

After a joking alfanon to my friend's leaagtk of Hmb, tA wbieh we all 
laughed heartily, we were placed; Cnxzon and tiie doctor standing sEnd break- 
ing tiie line between us; the pistols were then put into onr bands, the doctor 
saying— "Ifow, gentlemen. 111 just xetire six paces, and tnxn ronmd, wMch 
will be qoitetime enough to prepare, and at theword *'Fha,' yell biaseaway; 
mind now." With a knowing wink, the doctor delirered this diveotian, and 
immediately moved off; the word "JW followed, and both pistols went off 
together. My hat wap struck near the top, and, as the smoke deared avay, 
I peroeiyed that my ball had taken effect upon my adrenary; he iras 
wounded a little below tiie knee, and appeared to steady himself with tbe 
greatest difGlcnlty. "Tour friend is hit," said Gurzon to the doctor, who 
now came forward with another pistoL *' Tour frdend is hit." 

"So I peroeire," said he, phicing his finger on the spot; "but it is so 
harm in life ; so we proceed, if you please." - 

" Tou don*t mean to demand another shot ?" said Cmzon. 

" Faith do I," said the doctor, coolly. 

" Then," said Curzon, " I must tell you most unequirocally, I refree, and 
shall now withdraw my friend ; and had it not been for a regnJation peculiar 
to our regiment, but never intended to include cases of this natnro, we had 
not been here now; for, up to this hour, my principal and myself axe in utter 
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ignooBiee dja^ caiue of oflEenoe cnrer luwiog been oftnd hy him to Mr. 
Benusfa." 

**Wbb, do jaa heer tiraP" aaid the doctor. 

Bat GdlBB did not hear it, for the rapid loss of blood from his wonnd had 
so wwikmed ,him« that he had fainted, and lay peaceably on the grass. 
Etiquette was now at an end, and we all ran forward to aasitt the wonnded 
num. For some minutes he lay apparently qnite aenwelffw, and when he at last 
rallied and looked wildly about him, it appeared to be with diffienlty that ha 
recalled any reoollectiDn of the place, and the people jnroimd him ; for a few 
seconds he fixed his eyes steadily apon the doctor, and with a lip pafe and 
bloodless, and a Toioe qnivenBg from wfieibuna, said, 

"Fin ! didn't I tell ye that pistolalways thnrw high P (^!''--«iid tins he 
said wi^ a sigh that nearly ov e tp o wered him— ''oh, ^Pin, if yon had only 
gx?enme.the aaw^handkd one, that 1 4m uaed U B at it is no good talking 



now." 



In my inmoat heart I was grateful to the Httb doctor for his mistake, for 
I plainly pereeiTed what "the saw-handled one he was used to'' might have 
done for miQ, and oonld not help muttering to myself with good Sbr Andrew—^ 
"If I had known he was so cunning of fence, I'dhaYe seenhim damned before 
that I fought with him." 

Our first duty was now to remoye the ironnded man to the high road, 
about which both he himself and his aeoond seemed disposed to make some 
diffiooliy. Tl&ey spoke together for a few moments in a low tone of yoioe, and 
then the doctor addressed us — " We fed, gentlemen, this is not a time for 
any conceahuent; but the truth is, we hare need of great circumspection 
here, for I must inform you, we are both of us bonnd over in heavy reoogni- 
zanoes to kec^ the peaoe." 

"Bound over to keep the peaoe !" said Curzon and myself together. 

" Kothing less; and although thege is nobody hereabout would tell, yet if 
the affiur got into tiie papers by any means, why there are some people in 
Cork would like to loess my friend tlune, for he is a very neat shot when he 
has the sovr-handle." And here tlie doctor winked. 

We had^Httle time permitted us to think upon the oddity of meeting a man 
in such oiroumstenoes, for we were now obliged to contribute our aid in con- 
veying him to the road, where some means might be procured for his transfer 
to Kilmah, or some other town in the neighbourhood, for he was by this 
time totally unable to walk. 

Aftear half an hour's toiling, we at .last did readi the hi^way, by which 
time I had ample opportunity, short as the spaoe was, to see something of the 
character of our two opponents. It appeared that the doctor exercised the 
most absokte control over his large friend, dictating and commanding in a 
tone -which the other nerer ventured to resist. !For a moment or two Mr. 
Beamish expressed a great desire to be conveyed by night to Kilmsh, where 
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he might find means to cross the Shamion into Xeny. This, howerer, the 
doctor opposed strenuously, from the risk of publicity ; and finally settled 
that we should all go in a body to his friend Father Malachi Brennan's 
house, only two miles off, where the sick man would have the most tender 
care, and, what the doctor considered equally indispensable, we ouisdyes a 
most excellent supper, and a hearty welcome. 

"You know Ealher Malachi, of course, Mr. LorrequerP' 

'* I am ashamed to say I do not." 

"Not know Malachi Brennan, and liye in Clare! Well, well, that is 
strange ! Sure he is the priest of this country for twelve miles in every 
direction of you, and a better man, ^nd a pleasanter, there does not live in the 
diocese ; though I'm his cousin that says it.'' 

After professing all the possible pleasure it would afford my fdend and my- 
self to make the acquaintance of Father Malachi, we proceeded to place Mr. 
Beamish in a car that was passing at the time, and started for the residence 
of the good priest. The whole of the way thither I was occupied but by 
one thought, a burning anxiety to know the cause of our quarrd, and I longed 
for the moment when I might get the doctor apart from his friend to make 
the inquiry. 

" There— look down to your left, where you see the lights shining so 
brightly, that is Father Malachi's house ; as sure as my name is Be Conicy 
Finucane, there's fun going on there this night." 

" Why, there certainly does seem a great illumination in the yalley there," 
said I. 

"" May I never," said the doctor, "if it isn't a station ^" 

"A station ! — ^pray, may I ask " 

" You need not ask a word on the subject; for, if I am a true prophet, 
you'll know what it means before morning." 

A little more chatting together brought us to a narrow road, flanked on 
either side by high hedges of hawthorn, and, in a few minutes more, we stood 
before the priest's residence, a long, whitewashed, thatched house, haying 
great appearance of comfort and convenience. Arrived here, the doctor 
seemed at once to take on him the arrangement of the whole party ; for, after 
raising the latch and entering the house, he returned to us in a few minutes, 
and said, 

"Wait a while, now; we'll not go in to Father Malachi till we've put 
Giles to bed," 

We, accordingly, lifted him from the car, and assisted him into the honse, 
and, following Finucane down a narrow passage, at last reached a ^ost 
comfortable little chamber, with a neat bed. Here we placed him, while 
the doctor gave some directions to a bare-headed, red-legged hussey, without 
shoes or stockings, and himself proceeded to examine the wound, which was 
a more serious one than it at first appeared. 



HABRT LOBBEQUEB. 41 

After half an hour thus occupied, duiing which time roan of meniment and 
hearty peals of laughter burst upon us every time the door opened, from a 
distant partof the house, where his rererence was entertaining his friends, 
and whicb, as often as they were heard by the doctor, seemed to produce in 
him sensations not unlike those that afflicted the '* wedding guest" in the 
"Ancient Mariner," when he heard the " toud bassoon," and as certainly im- 
parted an equally longing desire to be a partaker in the mirth. We arranged 
CTeiything satisfactorily for Mr. Beamish's comfort, and with a large basin of 
vinegar and water, to keep his knee cool, and a strong tumbler of hot punch, 
to keep his heart warm— homoeopathic medicine is not half so new as Dr. 
Hahnneman would make us believe— we left Mr. Beamish to his own medita- 
tions, and doubtless regrets, that he did not get "the saw-handled one he was 
used to," while we proceeded to make our bows to Eather Malachi Brennan. 
But, as I have no intention to treat the good priest with ingratitude, I 
sliall not present him to my readers at the tail of a chapter. 



CHAPTER YI.. 

THE PBIEST^S SUFFER — FATHSB MALACHI AND THE COADJUTOB— XAJOB JOBBS 

AND THB ABBE. 

At the conclusion of our last chapter we left our quondam antagonist, Mr. 
Beamish, stretched at full length upon a bed practising homoeopathy, by ad- 
ministering hot punch to his fever, while we followed our chaperon. Doctor 
Einucane, into the presence of the Eeverend Eather Brennan. 

The company into which we now, without any ceremony on our parts, in- 
troduced ourselves, consisted of from ^yg and twenty to thirty persons, 
seated aroxmd a large oak table, plentifully provided with materials for drink- 
ing, and cups, goblets, and glasses of every shape and form. The moment 
we entered, the doctor stepped forward, and touching Father MaIj^Ti^' on the 
shoulder, — ^for so I rightly guessed him to be,— presented himself to his rela- 
tive, by whom he was welcomed with every demonstration of joy. While 
their recognitions were exchanged, and while the doctor explained the rea- 
sons of our visit, I was enabled, undisturbed and unnoticed, to take a brief 
survey of the party. 

Eatiier Malachi Brennan, P.P. of Carrigaholt, was what I had often pic- 
tured to myself as the beau id^al of his caste. His figure was short, fleshy, 
and raiormously muscular, and displayed proportions which wanted but 
lieigbt to constitute a perfect Hercules; his legs so thick in the calf, so 
taper in the ankle, looked like nothing I know, except, perhaps, the metal 
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balustnuieB of Gadule-lnidge; his fuse ms large and tqbj, and the general 
espiQssiOD, amixture of mtboiuubd good hmnoor and inexhatistiUe drolky, 
to which the zeBtk» activity of his htBxk and arched ^qrebrows gieatly con- 
tribuied; and hu mooiii, were it not for a diaracter of sensnalify and Yohip- 
tuonaness about the nether lip, had been aotnally handscNDe ; his head m 
bald, except a nmowtsiRdB doae above the mats, which was marked by aiing 
of cnxly dark hair, aadly insnffioient, however, to conceal a derelopment be- 
hind, that, if there be troth in phrenology, boded but httie happineas to ik 
diao^dea of HiaB MartiDfiaii. 

Add to these eoctemal signs a Tcrioe, ridi,"flnfflit, and tapy,with the mdlow 
" done" of his country, and you have-some lidnt lesemifalanfle of one ^ eveiy 
inch a priesf The Tcry antipodes to the doi«il(Mat0 of ibis -figose, eon&ODied 
him as croupier at the foot of the table. This, as I itfterwards learned, ins 
no leas a person than Mister Donovan, theeoadjutor or "eurate/* He wasa 
tall, spare, ungainly looking man of about five and thiriy, with « iiale, ascetic 
countenance, the only readable expression of which vibrated between low 
suspicion and intense vulgarity : over his low, projecting forehead hung dovn 
a mass of straight red hair ; indeed— for nature is not a politician—it almost 
approached an orange hue. This was cut dose to the head all round, and 
displayed in their full proportions a pair of enormous ears, which stood oat 
in " relief," like turrets from a watch-tower, and with pretty much the same 
ohtjeot ; .his akitt was of that peculiar eobor and textiun, to which, not all 
"the water in great Neptune's ooean" could impart a look of deanli- 
ness, while his very voice, hard, harsh, and inflexible, was unprepossessing 
and unpleasant. And yet, strange as it may seem, he, too, was a oozrect type 
of his order ; tiie only d iff eie nc e being, that Father Maladd was an older 
coinage, with the impress of Douai or St. Omer, whe rea s Mister Danoran 
was the shining metal, fresh stamped from the mint of Maynoolii. 

While thus occupied in my surveillance of the scene before me, I^as 
roused by thcDriestsayina 

" Ah, Fin, my darling, you needn't deny it ; -you're at the old ^;amB as sure 
as my name is Malachi, and yell never be easy nor t]uiet till ye^e sent beytmd 
the sea> or maybe have a record of y our v ir tues on half a ton of marble in the 
churchyard, yonder." 

'*^Upon my honour— Tipon the sacred honour of a Be Courcy " 

" Well, well, nevermind it now; ye see ye're just keeping yourfiriends 
cooling themsdves there in the comer— introduce me at once.** 

" Mr. Lorrequer, I'm sure " 

" My name is Curzon," said the adjutant, bowing. 

" A mighty pretty name, though a little profane. Well, Mr. Curseon," for 
so he pronounced it, "ye're as welcome as the flowers in May; and ifs 
mighty proud I am to see ye here." 

" Mr. Lorrequer, allow me to shake your hand— I've heard of ye before." 
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13ttte seemed nothing^ very stzange in that; forgoviifiielwanldihzoiigh 
this comify, Ifltemed as geniiaUy known as eyar was finumnflU in Bond- 

SttF66t. 

"Urn ielk me,'' eonianiied lUJieT Hakchi, "that ye'd mther not be 
bioini down here, in regard of a reason;" and hexe he winked. "Make 
yonraehoB quite easy ; the king'swiit was ne^er but onoe in these parts ; and 
the 'QQgfoal and true eopy* went back to LmendL in the stnnach of the 
server ;th^ made him eat it, Mr. LoEieqaBr! but if s as well to he cautions, 
fortiiereaieagoodnnimher hare. A little dimnr, a iittle quarterly dinner 
we hofBamoBgns, Mr. Curseon,.to be social together, and nise a 'thrifle'far 
the Iririieollege at Borne, where we have a probatianer or twD, gvnebes." 
^^ As good as a station, and more drink," whispered fin intoimy ear. 
And now;" eontmHed the priest, '' ye most just permit me to re-doifiten 
ye both, and the oontribntMn will not be the less for what I'm going to do ; 
and Pm oeitain yoa'U not be worse for the diange,. Mr. .CnneooDr^thongh 'tis 
only for a few hoars, yell have a daeent name." 

As I eonld see no possible objeetion to this proposal, nor did Gnzzon, 
either, onr only desire being to maintain the seoreoy neoesiary for onr antago- 
^fs safety, we at onoe assented; when Father Malaohi took me by the 
'^ hatwitii sudi a total change in his whole air and deportment, that I 
jas completely poaszled by it. He led me forward to the company with a good 
^ of that oeremonions reverence I hare often admired in Sir Charles 
Vemon, when conducting some fall-blown dowager thiou^ the maies of a 
^tle minuet. The desire to laogh oatright was ahnost ixreaistihle, as the 
^' father stood at arm's length frtxn me, still holding my hand, and botwing 
^_wie company pretty mach in the style of a manager introducmg a bhwhing 
'^^"ffiaiih to an andienoe. A mcMnent more, and I nmst have inevitably gpren 
^7 to a borst of knghter, when what was my honor to hear the priest 
^'^^t me to the company as their ''ezceUen^ worthy, generons, and pa- 
l^'otic yoong landlord. Lord Kilkee. Cheer cverymother's son of ye ; cheer, 
^ ^7 ;" and eertandy precept was never more strenaonsly badoBd by example, 
^^he hozEaed tilll thonght hewoald bnrstaUood-vesael; may I add, I 
^ost wished it, each was the insufferable aonoyanoe, the chagrin, this an- 
^OQnoement gave me; and I waited with eager impatieooe for the din and 
^^^^^v to subside, to disclaim every syllable of the prieaf s annonnoement, 
^u take the conseqaenoes of my baptasmal epithet, cost what it might. To 
^"^ I was impelled by many and important reasons. Sitaated as I was with 
Aspect to the CaUonby &mily, my assomption of their name at sndi a moment 
^^t get abroad, and the consequences to me be inevitable rain ; and inde- 
^dent of my natural repugnance to sudi sailing under false cdonis, I saw 
^^^^i>zon laughing almost to suffocation at my wretched predicament, and (so 
**=^ within me was the dread of ridieole) I thought, "what a pretty nar- 
^^^ he is cmoooting for the mess this minute." I rose to reply; and 
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whether Eatlier Malacbi, with his intuitive quickness, guessed my purpose 
or not, I cannot say, but he certainly resolved to out-manoeuvre me, and he 
succeeded : while with one hand he motioned to the party to keep silence, 
with the other he took hold of Gurzon, but with no peculiar or very measured 
respect, and introduced him as Mr. M'Neesh, the new Scotdi steward and 
improver— a character at that time whose popularity might compete with 
a tithe proctor or an exciseman. So completely did this tactic turn the 
tables upon the poor adjutant, who the moment before was exulting over me, 
that I utterly forgot my own woes, and sat down convulsed with mirth at his 
situation— an emotion certainly not lessened as I saw Cuizon passed from 
one to the other at table, "like a pauper to his parish," till he found an 
asylum at the very foot, in juxta with the engaging Mister Donovan, a pro- 
pinquity, if I might judge from their countenances, uncoveted by either 
party. 

While this was performing. Doctor !Finucane was making his recognitions 
with several of the company, to whom he had been long known during his 
visits to the neighbourhood. I now resumed my place on the right of "the 
Father," abandoning for the present all intention of disclaiming my rank, and 
the campaign was opened. The priest now exerted himself to the utmost to 
recal conversation into the original channels, and if possible to draw off at- 
tention horn me, which he still feared might, perhaps, elicit some unlucky 
^mnouncement on my part. Failing in his endeavours to bring matters to 
their former footing, he turned the whole brunt of his attentions to the 
worthy doctor, who sat on his left. 

" How goes on the law," said he, " Fin P— any new proofs, as they call them, 
forthcoming?" 

What Fin replied I could not hear, but the allusion to the "suit" was 
explained by Father Malachi informing us that the only impediment between 
his cousin and the title of Xinsale lay in the unfortunate fact that his grand- 
mother, "rest her sowl," was not a man. 

Doctor Finucane winced a little under the manner in which this was spoken, 
but returned the fire by asking if the bishop was down lately in that quarter? 
The evasive way in which " the father" replied having stimulated my curiosity 
as to the reason, little entreaty was necessary to persuade the doctor to reUte 
the following anecdote, which was not relished the less by his superior, that 
it told somewhat heavily on Mr. Donovan. 

"It is abodt four years ago," said the doctor, "since the bishop, Dr. 
Plunkett, toolrit into his head that he'd make a general inspection, 'a recon- 
naissance,' as we'd call it, Mr. Lor— that is, my lord ! through the whole 
diocese, and leave no part, far or near, Mdthout poking his nose in it and 
seeing how matters wer? doing. He heard very queer stories about his re- 
verence here, and so down he came one morning in the month of July, riding 
upon an old grey hack, looking just for all the world like any other elderly 
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genUeman in very rosty black. When he got near the village he picked np 
a little bo7 to show him the short cut across the fields to the house here ; 
and as his brdship was a ' sharp man and a shrewd,' he kept his eye on every- 
thing as he went along, remarking this, and noting down that. 
'Are ye r^^olar in yer duties, my son P' said he to the child. 
'I never miss a Sunday,' said the gossoon; ' for it's always walking his 
reverence's horse I am the whole time Av prayers.' 

"His lordship said no more for a little while, when he muttered between 
his teeth, 'Ah, it's just slander— nothing but slander and lying tongues.' 
This soliloquy was caused by his remarking that on every gate he passed, or 
from every cabin, two or three urchins would come out half naked, but all 
with the finest heads of red hair he ever saw in his life. 

" 'How is it, my son,' said he, at length; 'they tell very strange stories 
about Eather Malachi, and I see so many of these children with red hair. 
Eh— now Eather Malachi's a dark man.' 

" 'True for ye,' said the boy; 'true for ye, Father Malachi's dark; but 
the coadjutor ! — ^the coadjutor's as red as a fox.' " 

When the laugh this story caused had a little subsided. Father Malachi 
called out, "Mickey Oulahanl Mickey, I say, hand his lordship over 'the 
groceries'" — thus he designated a square decanter, containing about two 
quarts of whisky, and a bowl heaped high with sugar — "a dacent boy is 
Mickey, my lord, and I'm happy to be the means of making him known to 
you." I bowed with condescension, while Mr. Oulahan's eyes sparkled like 
diamonds at the recognition. 

" He has only two years of the lease to run, and a 'long charge' " [angliee, 
a large family), continued the priest. 

" rn not forget him, you may depend upon it," said I. 

"Do you hear that," said Father Malachi, casting a glance of triumph 
round the table, while a general buzz of commendation on priest and patron 
went round, with many such phrases as " Och, thin," "it's his riVrance can 
do it," "tia bocklish," "and why not," &c. &c. As for me, I have already 
"confessed" to my crying sin— a fatal, irresistible inclination to follow the 
humour of the moment wherever it led me ; and now I found myself as active 
a partisan in quizzing Mickey Oulahan, as though I was not myself a party 
included in the jest. I was thus feurly launched into my inveterate habit, and 
nothing could arrest my progress. 

One by one the dififerent individuals round the table were presented to me, 
and made known their various wants, with an implicit confidence in my 
power of relieving them, which I with equal readiness ministered to. I 
lowered the rent of every man at table. I made a general gaol delivery, an 
act of grace (I blush to say) which seemed to be peculiarly interesting to 
the present company. I abolished all arrears— mdde a new line of road 
through an impassable bog, and over an inaccessible mountain — and con- 
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ducted water to a mill which (I learned in the monxhig) was alwa^ wirted 
by wind. The decanter had scaioely completed its third drcmt of the bond, 
when I bid fair to be the most popular specimen of the peerage tiiat ever 
yisited the " far west." In the midst of my career of imh«^ benevdeDce, 
I was intermptedby Father Malachi, whom I fonnd on his legs, pronomumig 
a glowing enloginm on his consin's late regiment, the £EunouB Nortii GorL 

" That was the corps !" said he. *' Bid tibem do a thing, and iiiey'd vmei 
leaye off; and so, when they got orders to retire from Wexfiord, it's little 
they cared for the comforts of baggage, like many aootfaer regiment, for 
they threw away everything but their canteens, and never stopped till tbey 
ran to Eoss, fifteen miles farther than the enemy followed thenu And when 
they were all in bed the same nighty fatigaed and tiredwitb theireKeEtiaiis, 
as ye may suppose, a dnmuner-boy called ont in his sleep, — ^Here they aie 
—the/ie coming !' they all jnnq>ednp and set off in tiieir shirts, md got tm 
miles out of town before they discovered it was a false alann/' 

Feal after peal of laiifi^ter followed the priest* s encomium on liie doctor's 
regiment; and, indeed, he himself joined most heartily in tibie mirth, as he 
might well affiord to do, seeing that a braver or better corps tiban the Iforth 
Cork, Ir^and did not possess. 

" Well," said Fin, " it's easy to see ye never can forget what they- didi 
Maynooth." 

FatherMaJaohi disclaimed all personal feeling on the sobjeot ; and I ^ffo 
at last gratified by the following narcative, which I regret deeply lam luifc 
enabled to give in the doctor's own words; but wxiting aa L do ton me- 
mory-^n most instances— I can only convey the sabotanoe : 

it was towards the latter end of the year '98— the year of tiie tioiibk^- 
that the Nortb Cork was ordered, "for their sins," I believQ^ to maoch from 
their snug quarters in Feimoy, and take up a position in the town of Msy- 
nooth*~a very considerable reverse of fortune to a set of gtmtiemen eocfcrem^ 
addicted to dining oat, and living at large upon a very pleasant neighboiur- 
hood. Fermoy abounded in gentry; Maynooth at that time had few, if aoj, 
excepting his Grace of Leinster, and he Kved very privately, and saw no oom- 
pany. Maynooth was stupid and dull— 4here were neither, belles nor halls; 
Feimoy (to use the doctor's well sem^nbered wigxds) had ''great feedisg" 
and ''very gmtedl young ladiea^thatoaxiied their handkerchiefs in bags, and 
danced with the officers." 

They had not been many weeks in their new quart«»^ when they began to 
pine over their altered fortunes, and it was with a sense of ddight, which. & 
few months before would have been incompidtenaibls to than, they disoo- 
vered that one of their officers had a brothei^ a young priest in the collegBt: 
he introduced him to some of hi» con&^res^ and the natural result foUovei 
A visiting acquaintance began between the regiment and such of the monbecs 
of the college as had liberty to leave the predncts : who^- afrtime lipexffid the 
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acqnainfamcft into intimacy; Tery nateallir p rofe rae d the men of tiie Nortih 
Cork to the meagre fate of ''the n£oeUnj'* At las^ adldoia a day went hy 
without <me or two of tbesr ]xirennioe» finding thfl^^ mass. 

Thfi Nbz^ Corkians were of a most hospitable turn, and the fitthet^ veie 
detemiiiied the virtue should not rust for want of being exercised; they 
would just drop in to say a word to ''Gs^tain (yUaherty about levva to 
shoot in the demesne/' as Gartoit was styled; or, they had. a "ficank from 
the Duie for &e Colonel," or some other eqaaUy preMBiig reasooi.; a&dth^ 
would oanidye to be. caught in the middle of a very droE story juat as thie 
" roast beef" was pliQdng. Very little entceaty then snffioed—ashort apology 
forthe "derangements" of dress, and a few ^^^"^^H^ mora foond tiiem seated 
at table wii^id^ farther ceremony on. either side. 

Among -tiie &9ronjite guests from the college, two were peoidiaiiy in. esti- 
mation—" liie Professor of the Humanities," Eaiiher Lake Mooney ; aad the 
Abb6 d'Array, ''tiie Leetuxer onMozal Philosophy andBellesIietJzes;" and 
certain it is, pleasanter feUows, or more gifted with the ''oonnvial bump," 
there never ezisiad. He of the Humanities was a droll dog'-a. member of 
the Curtan Gbb, tiie '"monks of the soraw," told an coaiellcgit story, and 
sang the ''Chiiskeen Laam" better* tibaa did any before or smce him;— the 
moral philosopker, tknigh of a difTerent genfv^ was also a most agreeable 
companion, . an Irislmignr.tran^laBtBd^in. his yoatk to Sk Omar; and who had 
grafted upoa bis native Humour a oonsidendile share of Premsh smartness 
and re^artiee — sucih: were tiie two, who ruled' supreme in all the festive 
arrangements of this jovial xegiment, and were at last as regnlarat table as 
the adjutant and the paymaster, and so might IJtey have continued, had not 
prosperity, tfaat^. in its blighting, influence upoa the heart, spaiBs neither 
priests nor laymen,, and is equally ae!vererup«n rniee (see .^op'a fiiUe) and 
moral philosophers, actually deprived them, for the "nonce," of reason, and 
tempted th&m to thenrnmL Tou naturally ask, what did they do P Didthey 
^'entnre upon allusions to ihe retreat upou Boss P Nothing^ of the kind* Did 
they, in. that vanity which wine inspires, refer by vrard, act, or inuendo, to 
the weU-kaowa order of tlteir Colonel when reviewing his regiment in "the 
Phoenix," to " advance two steps backwards, and dress by the gutter f" Ear be 
it from them : thougb indeed either of these had been esteemed light in the 
balance with their seal crime. " Then, what was their failing— <X)me, tell it, 
and bum ye P" They actually, I dread to say it, quiazed the Major coram the 
whole mess !— Now, Major John Joooes had only lately exchanged into the 
North Cork from the " Darry Eagement," aa he called it. He was a red-hot 
Orangeman, a deputy-grand something, and vice-chairman of the " 'Prentice 
Boys" besidest. He broke his leg when a schoolboy, by a fall incurred in 
tjang an orange handkerchief acound King William's august neck in CoUege- 
gnan on one 12tli of July^ and three several times had closed the gates of 
Berry ynih his own loyal hands, on the famed anniversary ; in a word, he 
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was one that, if his Chiuch had eiqoined penance as an expiation for sin, 
would have looked upon a trip to Jerusalem on his bare knees as a very 
light punishment for the crime on his conscience, that he sat at table with 
two buck priests &om Maynooth, and canred for them, like the rest of the 
company ! 

Poor Major Jones, however, had no such solace, and the cankerworm eat 
daily deeper and deeper into his pining heart. During the three or four 
weeks of their intimacy with his regiment, his martyrdom was awful. His 
figure wasted, and his colour became a deeper tinge of orange, and all around 
averred that there would soon be a "move up" in the corps, for the nugor 
had evidently "got his notice to quit" this world and its pomps and vanities. 
He felt "that he was dying," to use HaynesBayley's beautifid and apposite 
words, and meditated an exchange ; but that, from circumstances, was out of 
the question. At last, subdued by grief, and probably his spirit haTing 
chafed itself smooth by such constant attrition, he became, to all seeming, 
calmer ; but it was only the cakn of a broken and weary heart. Such was 
Major Jones at the time when, "suadente diabolo," it seemed meet to 
Fathers Mooney and D' Array to make him the butt of their raillery. At first, 
he could not believe it; the thing was incredible — impossible; but when he 
looked around the table, when he heard the roars of laughter, long, loud, and 
vociferous ; when he heard his name bandied from one to the other across the 
table, with some vile jest tacked to it "like a tin kettle to a dog's tail," he 
awoke to the full measure of his misery— the cup was full. Fate had done 
her worst, and he might have exclaimed with Lear, " Spit, fire— spout, lais," 
there was nothing in store for him of farther misfortune. 

A drum-head court-martial— a hint " to sell out" — ay, a sentence of "dis- 
missed the service," had been mortal calamities, and, like a man, he would 
have borne them ; but that he. Major John Jones, D.G.S.G.P.B., &c. &c., 
who had drunk the "pious, glorious, and immortal," sitting astride of "the 
great gun of Athlone," should come to this ! Alas, and aUs ! He retired 
that night to his chamber a " sadder if not a wiser man;" he dreamed that 
the " statue" had given place to the unshapely figure of Leo X., and that 
"Lundy now stood where Walker stood before." He jumped from his bed 
in a moment of enthusiasm, he vowed his revenge, and he kept his vow. 

That day the major was " acting field officer." The various patrols, sen- 
tries, pickets, and outposts, were all under his especial control; and it was 
remarked that he took peculiar pains in selecting the men for night datr, 
which, in the prevailing quietness and peace of that time, seemed scarcely 
warrantable. 

Evening drew near, and Migor Jones, summoned by the " offc-heaid beat," 
wended his way to the mess. The officers were dropping in, and true as 
" the needle to the pole," came Father Mooney and the Abb^. They were 



HABBT LORREQUSB. 49 

welcomed vith tlie usual warmth, and, strange to say, by none more tban the 
major himself^ whose hikrity knew no bounds. 

How the erening passed, I shall not stop to relate : suffice it to say, that 
a more bnlliant feast of wit and jollification not even the North Cork ever 
enjojed. Pather Luke's drollest stories, his yery quaintest hnmonr, shone 
forth, and the Abb6 sang a new "chanson a boire/* that B6ranger might hare 
envied. 

"What are you about, my dear Father lyArrayP" said the Gdonel; "you 
are siirelynot rising yet; here's a fresh cooper of port just come in; sit 
down, I entreat/' 

"I say it with grief, my dear colonel, we must away; the half-hour has 
just chimed, and we must be within ' the gates' before twelve. The truth is, 
the superior has been making himself very troublesome about our 'carnal 
amusements,' as he calls our innocent mirth, and we must therefore be upon 
our goard." 

''Well, if it must be so, we shall not risk losing your society altogether, 
for an hour or so now; so, one bumper to our next meeting— to-morrow, 
mind, and now. Monsieur TAbb^, an revoir." 

The worthy fathers finished ^their glasses, and taking a most affectionate 
leave of their kind entertainers, sallied forth under the guidance of Major 
Jones, who insisted upon accompanyiog them part of the way, as, " from in- 
fonnation he had received, the sentries were doubled in some places, and the 
^ual precautions against surprise all taHen." Much as this polite attention 
smrpnsed the objects of it, his brother officers wondered stiU more, and no 
sooner did they perceive the m^or and his companions issue forth, than they 
set out in a body to watch where this most novel and unexpected complaLsance 
would terminate. 

When the priests reached the door of the bairack-yard, they again turned 
to utter their thanks to the m^or, and entreat him, once more, ''not to come 
a step fEurther. There now, major, we know the path well, so just give us 
the pass, and don't stay out in the night air." 

"Ah oui. Monsieur Jones," said the Abb6, "retoumez, je vous prie. We 
are, I may say, chez nous. Ges braves gens, les North Cork, know us by this 
time." 

The nuQor smiled, while he still pressed his services to see them pass the 

pickets, but they were resolved, and would not be denied. 

" With the word for the night, we want nothing more," said Tather Luke. 

''Weil, then," said the major, in the gravest tone— and he was naturally 

grave — " you shall have your way ; but remember to call out loud, for the first 

sentry is a little deaf, and a very passionate, ill-tempered fellow to boot." 

" Never fear," said Father Mooney, laughing ; " I'll go bail he'll hear me." 

"Well— the word for the night is— 'Bloody end to the Pope,'— don't 

forget, now, * Bloody end to the Pope.* '* And with these words he banged 
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tLe door between him and tiie imfotmiAte pi^^ iiid,a8bQltwaBff0tened 
after bolt, they heard him lauc^nng to himself like » fiend orer hisveogeiDfie. 

"And big bad luck to ye; M^or Jones, for the same, every day ye seea 
paving-stone,'' was the fidnt sub-audible ^iaouktkm of 7aAiher Lake, n]n 
he was recovered enough to speak. 

" Saoiisti ! que nous sommes attcRp^/Vsaid tiie Abb^ soBcaly aUe to 
avoid laughing at the situation in which they were placed. 

" Well, theses the quarter chiming now ; w^e Jio -time to tose.— Hl^or 
Jones ! M^'or, darling ! don't now, ah, don't ! sure ye know we'll be niaed 
entirely— there now, just change it, like a dacent fellow— tke devils luck to 
him, he's gone. Well, we oan't stay here in the rain all nij^ and be ex- 
pelled in the moniing afterwaids-HU) cone along." 

They jogged on for « few minntes in silenoe, till theyicaus to tint part of 
the " Duke's" demesDe wall, where the first sentty was Btatioaed. By tiiis 
time the officers, headed by the m^or, had quietly slipped out of thegaie, ad 
were following their steps at a convenient distance. 

The fathers had stopped to consult together vrhat. thoy should do in this 
trying emergency— when their vrhii^er being ovedward, ihe sentiDel oiled 
out gruffly, in the genuine dialect of his oountry, " Who -goes tkatT' 

''Father Luke Moone9r,and theAbb^ lyAnQy," said the fonaer, in bis 
most bkod and insinnating tone of voioe, « quality he moat .eDDnentlf pos- 
sessed. 

" Stand and give the ooontersign." 

" We are coming firam the mess, and going hiunn to :ttie oolle8e,"»i<i 
Eather Moon^, evading the qnestion, and gndnally advancingcasiie'q^ 

" Stand, or I'll tM ye," said the l^oith Goddan. 

Father Luke halted, while a muttered "Blessed Yirginrjamottneed his 

state of fear and trepidation. 
" ly AiuQr, I sv, what are we to do P' 
" The countersign," said the sentry, whose figure theiy conki peroeife ib 

the dim distance of about thirty yards. 

*' Sure ye'E let us pass, my good M, and ye'U h«ve ikfidendin laiteil'^^ 
the longest day ye live, and ye mic^thave. a worse in time of need; yeno^' 
stand." 

Whether he did understand or not, he certainly did not heed, for his only 
reply was the short elide of a gan^lock, that bespeaks a preparation to &e| 

"There's no help now," said Father Luke; "Isee he's a haythen; andbad 
luck to the miQor, I say again." And this, in the folneas of his heart, he ut- 
tered aloud. ^, 

'' That's not the »yind;nsigD," said the'inexorabte seiitcy« s^^ 
end of themuakd; on the ground witha crash that smototonorintothe hearts 

of the priests. ,t 

HmnbIe-mnmUD-~" to the P(^p^" said Eather^LukQ, jptommssoS ^ 
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last words distinctly, after the appioyed practice of a Dublin watchman, on 
being awoke from his dreams of row and riot by the last toll of the Post- 
office, and, not knowing whether it has stnick ** twelve" or " three/' sings out 
the word "o'clock," in a long, sonoiciis diawl, that wakes every sleeping 
citizen, and yet tells nothing how "Time speeds on his flight." 

''Louder," said the sentry, in a voice of impatienoe. 

"to the Pope/ 






" I don't hear the first part/ 

" Oh, then," said the priest, with a sigh that might have melted the heart 
of anything bnt a sentry, "Bloody end to the Pope ; and may the saints in 
heaven forgive me for saying it." 

" Again," called out the soldier ; " and no muttering." 

" Bloody end to the Pope," cried Paiher Luke, in bitter desperation. 

" Bloody end to the Pope," echoed the Abb6. 

" Pass, Bloody end to the Pope, and good night," said the sentry, resum- 
ing his xonnds, while aloud and uproarious peal of laughter behind, told the 
unlucky piiest» they were overheard by others, and that the story would be 
over the whole town in the morning. 

Whether it was that the penance for their heresy took long in accomplish- 
ing', or that they never could summon courage sufficient to face their perse- 
cutor, certain it is the North Cork saw them no more, nor were they ever 
observed to pass the precincts .of the college while that regiment occupied 
Maynooth. 

M^or Jones himself, and his confederates, could not have more heartily 
relished this story, than did the party to whom the doctor related it. Much, 
if not all the amusement it afforded, however, resulted from his inimitable 
mode of telling, and the power of mimicry with which he conveyed the dialogue 
with the sentry : and this, alas, must be lost to my readers— at least to that 
portion of them not fortunate enough to possess Doctor Pinucane's aoquaint- 
ance. 

"Pin ! Pin! your bng story has nearly famished me,"«aid the padre, as 
the laugh subsided ; " and there you sit now with the jug at your elbow this 
lialf-hour ; I never thought you would forget our old friend Martin Hane- 
gan's aunt." 

" Here's to her health," said Fin; "and your reverence will give us the 
chant." 

" Agreed," said Father Malachi, finishing a bumper ; and after giving a few 
preparatory hems, he sang the following " singularly vrild and beautiful 
poem," as some one calls Christabel : 

** Here's a health to Martin Hanogan's aunt, 
And 111 tell ye the reason why I 
-fihe eato befcMe ehe.is hungry, 
And drinks beluae she is diy. 

£2 
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And if ever • man, 

Stopped tbe ooone of • can, 
Martin Hanegan's aunt would ay— 

' Amh, fill up your gUn, 

And let tlie Jug pass ; 
How d*jre know bat your nei^ibour^t dhry ?*** 

" Gome, my lord and gentlemen, da capo, if ye please—' Fill np yoni gkss/ " 
&c. ; and the damait was chonised with a strength and yigour that would 
have astonished the Philharmonio. 

The mirth and fim now grew ''fiat and fniioos;" and Father Malaclii, 
rising with the occasion, finng his reckless drollery and fan on ereiy side, 
sparing none, from his cousin to the coadjutor. It was now that peculiar 
period in the eyening^s ex^oyment, when an expert and practical chairman 
gives up all interference or management, and leaves everything to take its 
course ; this, then, was the happy moment selected by Father Malachi to pro- 
pose the little " conthribution." He bronght a plate from a side-table, and 
placing it before him, addressed the company in a very brief but sensible 
speech, detailing the object of the institution he was advocating, and conclud- 
ing with the following words :— " And now ye'll just give whatever ye like, 
according to your means in Ufe, and what ye can spare." 

The admonition, like the " morale" of an income tax, having the immediate 
effect of pitting each man against his neighbour, and suggesting to their al- 
ready excited spirits all the ardour of gambling, without, however, the pro- 
spect of gaixL The plate was first handed to me in honour of my "rank," and 
having deposited upon it a handful of small silver, the priest ran his finger 
through the coin, and called out: 

" Five pounds! at least; not a fiurthing less, as I am a sinner. Look, then, 
— see, now ; they tell ye, tiie gentlemen don't care for the like of ye ! but see 
for yourselves. May I trouble y'r lordship to pass the plate to Mr. Mahony 
— ^he*s impatient, I see." 

Mr. Mahony, about whom I perceived very little of the impatience alluded 
to, was a gxun-looking old Christian, in a rabbit-skin waistcoat, with loi^ 
flaps, who fombled in the recesses of his breeches-pocket for five minutes, 
and then drew forth three shillings, which he laid upon the plate, with what 
I fimded very much resembled a sigL 

" Six and sixpence, is it ? or five shillings ?— all the same, Mr. Mahony, 
and ril not forget the thrifle you were speaking about tins morning, any way." 
And here he leaned over as interceding with me for him, but in reality to 
whisper into my ear, " The greatest miser from this to CSastlebar." 

" Who's that put down the half guinea in goold f'—Cand this time be spoke 
truth)—" who's that, I say r 

"Tim Kennedy, your reverence," said Tim, stroking his hair downwith 
one hand, and looking proud and modest at the same moment. 
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"Tun, ye're a credit to ns any day, and I always said so. If s a ganger 
he'd like to be, my lord," said he, turning to me in a kind of stage whisper. 
I nodded and muttered something, when he thanked me most profoundly as 
if his suit had prospered. 

"Mickey Oukhan— the lord's looking at ye, Mickey.** This was said 
pianissimo across the table, and had the effect of increasing Mr. Oulahan's 
donation from ^ye shillings to seven— the last two being pitched in very 
mach ui the style of a gambler making his final coup, and crying, " Fa, bangueP* 
"The Oulahans were always daoent people— dacent people, my lord." 

"Be gorra, the Oulahans was niver dacenter nor the Molowneys, any 
how," said a taU athletic young fellow, as he threw down three crown pieces, 
with an enei^ that made every coin leap from the plate. 

"They'll do now," said Father Brennan ; "I'll leave them to themselves." 
And truly the eagerness to get the plate and put down the subscription fully 
equalled the rapacious anxiety I have witnessed in an old maid at loo to get 
possession of a thirty-shilling pool, be the same more or less, which lingered 
on its way to her, in the hands of many a fair competitor. 

" Mr. M'Neesh"— Curzon had hitherto escaped aU notice—" Mr. M*Neesh, 
to your good health," cried Father Brennan. " It's many a secret they'll be 
getting out o' ye down there about the Scotch husbandry." 

Whatever poor Gurzon knew of " diiUs," certainly did not extend to them 
when occupied by turnips. This allusion of the priesf s being caught up by 
the party at tke foot of the table, they commenced a series of inquiries into 
<Jifferent Scotch plans of tillage— his brief and unsatisfactory answers to 
which, they felt sure, were given in order to evade imparting information. 
By degrees, as they continued to press him with questions, his replies grew 
inore short, and a general feeling of dislike on both sides was not very long 
in following. 

The father saw this, and determining, with his usual tact, to repress it, called 
^ the adjutant for a song. Now, whether he had but one in the world, or 
whether he took this mode of retaliating for the annoyances he had suffered, 
1 know not; but true it is, he finished his tumbler at a draught, and with a 
^oiceof no very peculiar sweetness, though abundantly loud, began "The 
^yne Water." 

He had just reached the word "battle," in the second line, upon which he 
yas bestowing what he meant to be a shake, when, as if the word suggested 
^t, it seemed the signal for a general engagement. Decanters, glasses, jugs, 
^^^esticks, — ay, and the money-dish,— flew right and left, all originally in- 
t^ded, it is true, for the head of the luckless adjutant, but as they now and 
*^en missed their aim, and came in contact with the "wrong man," invariably 
provoked retaliation, and in a very few minutes the battle became general. 

What may have been the doctor's political sentiments on this occasion, I 
'^^ot even guess j but he seemed bent upon performing the part of a "con- 
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viTial Lord Stanley," tnd maint^ning a dignified neutrality. Witii this ap- 
parent object, lie moonted npoii the taUe, to miae ]iimBeli^ I sappoee, abate 
the din and oommotbn of party chunom; and hnrndinhnig a jug of scalding 
water, bestowed it with perfect impartiality on the oombatanis ou esQuer side. 
This Whig plan of conciliation, however wdl intfmded» seemednot to prosper 
with either party ; and many were the misailBs diraoted at the i]l>8taned 
doctor* UDeanwhile, Eather Malafihi, whether following the pacific iofitiDct 
of hia order, in seeking an aaylnm in troahleaome times, or eqiudly moved by 
old habit to gather ooin in low places (mock of tine money having fallen), was 
indnstrionaly endeayooiing to insert himself beneatii the table. InthJs,iiitb 
one vigoroQS push, he at last saoceeded, but in sodoizig lifted it from its legs, 
and thus deskoying poor ''EinV gravity, precipitated him,, jng and all, into 
the thickest of the fray, where he met witibi that kind reoept ia n snch abene- 
f actor ever receives at the hands of a gratefal pnblift. I meanowhilB hmded 
toresGoe poor Cnrzon, idu>, having fiillen to tiie ground, was getting a cist 
of his featores taken in pewtei^ for such, seemed the operatioB a stout fuaier 
was performing on the adjutant's £aoe with, a quarts With conaidBrahls dii- 
cnlty, notwithstanding my supposed "lordship^" I sooceeded in fireeing \m 
from his present position ; and he eendnding^ probably, that enough lud 
been done for one " sitting," most wiDingly permitted me to lead hiu to 
the room. I was soon joined by the doctor, who aanatBd me ia getisiBg nj 
poor ftiend to bed ; which bemg done, he moat eagerly entreated me to join 
the company. This, however, I firmly but mildly declined, very much to hu 
surprise; for, as he remarked, " They'll all be like lambs now, for tiiey don't 
believe there's a whole bone in his body." 

Expressing my deep sense of the Christianrlikfl forbeanoee of the party, 1 
pleaded iatigne, and bidding him good night, adjourned to my bedroom; fd 
here, although the arrangements fell somewhat short of the luxozKras ones 
appertaining to my late apartment at Galkmby, they wen most gratefol at 
the moment ; and having " addressed myself to slumber/' feUlaat adeep, and 
only awoke late on the foUowing morntng tO' wonder where I was : from any 
doubts as to which I was speedily relieved by the entrance of the piiesf s 
barefooted ''colleen," to deposit on my table a bottle of soda water, and SQ* 
nounce breakfast, with his reverence's compliments. 

Having made a hasty toilet, I proceeded to the parkno^ which, however 
late events might have impressed upon my memory, I could scarcely reoogBUC' 
Instead of the long oak table and the wassail bowl, there stood near the &« 
a small round table, covered with, a snow-white doth, upon whidi shone in 
unrivalled brigbtness a very handsome tea^quipage— the hissing kettle on 
one hob was balanced by a gridiron with three newly taken traot, &7^ 
under the reverential care of Father Malachi himself —a heap of eggs, ranged 
like shot in an ordnance yard, stood in the middle of the taUe, while afor- 
midable pile of buttered toast browned before the grate— the momingpap^ 
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wereaiiiiigiijpQatiie>]uwe&: emK^i^^ 

eqjoymflni QoalikoB to disoorer i&.the hoiiaQ wbeie duDoe my have domes* 

ticakd Ima jGar a day or two; 

"Good mcBomg, 3fe. Loneqiiiflr. I tnut you iunre zested ireU»'' aaad 
Father Malachi, as I entered. 

"^Never better; bat'ntoeaxeoixrfDflndsF" ^ 

"IhaTftlMfBk vifiitiDK and oeaofDiting them in their affliotion, and I magr 
with tmth asseii iitisnot often my forfame to hare three ae aieidyJooking 
gaests. That was a most imlucky affiair last night, and I must apologise — " 

"DonH say a word, I entreat; I saw how it all occurred, and am qoite 
sttre if it had not been for poor Cuizon's ill-timed melody—" 

" You are quite right," said the father, intemipting me. " Yonr friend's 
taste for mnsic — ^bad luck to it !— was the ' teterrima causa belli.' 

" And the subscription," said I ; " how did it succeed P" 

" Oh, isbsL mosuBf went in ik» commotion; and althon^ I have got some 
seven ponnds odd shillings of it, the war was a most expensive one to me. 
I caught old Mahony very busy under the table during the finy ; but let us 
say 00 moie ^Dont it ]|ow--<Lraw over your chair. Tea or coffee P there's the 
nmif yoa like it, in EieDoih fashion." 

I inuneditttely obeyed the injunction* and oommenoed a vignroes aasanlt 
i^posLlhetnui^ can^^. as he infionned mc^ "within twenty pezchea of the 
house." 

''lonrpoor fidend's nose is.soaieely regimental^" said he^ "this morning ; 
aod as &C'£in» he was never remarkable fi>r beauty, so, though they might 
<^t and hade;, tfaey codd aimnely dififigore hinii. As: Juvenal aaar8--isi't it 

JuvBoali — 

' OaBtabit yaomis Qomn Tatawne Tiator;' 

or, in the Yeniaaalar : 

* The empty IraTeller may wldstla 
Before the robber and his pistil* (pistol) 

Thecs's ihe Chili vinegar— another morsel of the trout P 
'* I Ijiank you; what excellent coffee, Esther Mahiohi 1" 
"A secret I learned at St. Omer's some- thirty yean since. Any letters, 

Bridget F"— to a damsdi that entered with a packet in her hand. 
"A gosaoon &am.Kib:Q8h, y'r reverence, with a bit of a note for the gentle- 

Jnan there." 
" Por me !— ah, true enough. * Harry Lorrequer, Esq., Kilrush.— Try Car- 

^dutli^ " So ran the superaoription-~the first part being in a lady's hand- 

^ting.; the latter vety like the "rustic paling" of the worthy Mrs. Heal/s 

style. Th&seal was a large one, beadng a coronet at top, and the motto, in 

old Nonnan-^Esonch, told me it came from Gallonby. 
With what a trembling hand and beating heart I broke it open» and yet 
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feared to read it— so much of my destiny might be in that simple page. For 
once in my life my sanguine spirit flailed me ; my mind could take in but one 
casualty, that Lady Jane had divulged to her fEunily the nature of my at- 
tentions, and that in the letter before me lay a cold mandate of dismissal 
from her presence for eyer. 

At last I summoned courage to read it ; but having scrupled to present to 
my readers the Beyerend Father Brennan at the end of a chapter, let me not 
be less punctilious in the introduction of her ladyship's biUet. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

THE LADT*S IJETIEB — ^PETBB AKD BIS AOQUAIHTAHCES— TOO ULIK. 

Heb ladyship's letter ran thus : 

<* Callonby, Taesday morning. 

" Mt deab Mb. LoBBJsquEB,— My lord has deputed me to convey to you 
our adieux, and at the same time express our very great regret that we 
should not have seen you before our departure from Ireland. A suddesQ caD 
of the House, and some unexpected ministerial changes, require Lord Cal- 
lonb/s immediate presence in town ; and probably before this reaches you 
we shall be on the road. Lord Ejlkee, who left us yesterday, was much dis- 
tressed at not having seen you— he desired me to say you shall hear from bim 
from Leamington. Although writing amid all the haste and bustle of de- 
parture, I must not foiget the principal part of my commission, nor, ladylike, 
defer it to a postscript :^ my lord cintreats that you will, if possible, pass a 
month or two with us in London this season; and if any difficulty should 
occur in obtaining leave of absence, to make any use of his name you think 
fit at the Horse Guards, where he has some influence. Knowing as I do 
with what kindness you ever accede to the wishes of your friends, I need 
not say how much gratification this will afford us all ; but, sans reponse, we 
expect you. Believe me to remain, yours very sincerely, 

"Chabloite Callonbt. 

"P.S.— We'are quite well, except Lady Jane, who has a slight cold, and 
has been feverish for the last day or two." 



Words cannot convey any idea of the torrent of contending emotions under 
which I perused this letter. The suddenness of the departure, without an 
opportunity of even a moment's leave-taking, completely unmanned me. 
What would I not have given to be able to see her once more, even for an 
instant— to say "a good-by"— tb watch the feeling with whjph she parted 
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from me, and augur from it either faTonrably to my heart's dearest Lope, or 

darkest despair. As I continnedtoread on, the kindly tone of the lemainder 

reassured me; and when I came to the invitation to London, which phunly 

ar^ed a wish on their part to perpetuate the intimacy, I was obliged to read 

it again and again before I conld convince myself of its reality. Thereitwas, 

however, most distinctly and legibly impressed in her kdyship's fairest cali- 

graphy; and certainly, great as was its consequence to me at the time, it by 

no means fonned the principal part of the commnnication. The two Ibes of 

postscript contained more, far more food for hopes and fears, than did all the 

i^t of the epistle. 

Lady Jane was ill then ; slightly, howeyer—a mere cold ; true, but she was 
feverish. I could not help asking myself what share had I in causing that 
flashed cheek and anxious eye, and pictured to myself perhaps with more 
vividness than reality, a thousand little traits of manner, all proo& strong as 
holy writ to my sangnine mind, that my affection was returned, and that I 
loved not in vain. Again and again I read over the entire letter ; never truly 
did a nisi prius lawyer con over a new act of parliament with more searching 
iiigennity, to detect its hidden meaning, than I did to unravel through its 
plain phraseology the secret intention of the writer towards me. 

There is an old and not less true adage, that what we wish we readily 
believe; and so with me. I found myself an easy convert to my own hopes 
a-nd desires, and actually ended by persuading myself— no very hard task — 
that my Lord Callonby had not only witnessed but approved of my aittach- 
ment to his beautiful daughter, and for reasons probably known to him, but 
concealed from me, opiined that I was a suitable "parti," and gave aU due 
enconiagement to my suit. The hint about using his lordship's influence at 
the Horse Guards I resolved to benefit by; not, however, in obtaining leave 
of absence, whicb I hoped to accomplish more easily, but with his good sanc- 
tion in pushing my promotion, when I should claim him as my right honourable 
father-in-law — a point on the propriety of which I had now folly satisfied 
^yselt What visions of rising greatness burst upon my mind, as I thought 
on the prospect that opened before me I but here let me do myself the justice 
to record, that amid all my pleasure and exultation, my proudest thought was 
in the anticipation of possessing one in every way so much my superior— the 
very consciousness of which imparted a thrill of fear to my heart, that such 
good fortune was too much even to hope for. 

How long I might have luxuriated in such Chateaux en Espagne, Heaven 
^ows ; thick and thronging fancies came abundantly to my mind, and it was 
^th something of the feeling of the porter in the "Arabian Nights," as he 
s^i^eyed the fragments of his broken ware, hurled down in a moment of 
glorious dreaminess, that I turned to look at the squat and unaristocratic 
%tte of Father Malachi, as he sat reading his newspaper before the fire. 
How came I in such company P— methinks the Dean of Windsor, or the Bishop 
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of Doxbam, had been a much more aeemly asBOO^ 
for the flood-tide of the wodd's femrar. 

"Mj eye at this matant rested upon the date of the lettei; whkh mstiiat 
of the preoeding moniiBg> andimmediatdly a ihoni^ sinok-mo tfaat^ as ik 
day was a louxing and gbomy onie^ perhaps, tiiej mi^^t have defened tiusr 
journey, and I at onoe determined to hasten toCaUoniTy^ and» if poasifale, see 
them before their departmn. 

*' Father Braman," saidl, atleogih, ''Ihanno]ustxecaiveda.kti»riihi^ 
compels me to reach Xilrash as soon as possiblfll Is thecBLany pnhlio eon- 
veyance in the viUage P" 

'' You don't talk of leaving us, snidiy/' said the pnes^ ^ and a hannfik of 
mutton for dinner, and Fin says he'll be down» and yofor fisendtoo^ and Wil 
have poor Beamish in on a sofa." 

"I am soiry to say my basineaa will not admit o£ daUy, bd^ if ponSi^ I 
shall retain to thank you for all your kindness, ina day or tvo-^peifaapB to- 



morrow/* 



^Oh, then," said Father Breonan, "if it mnst be so; why yon. oanhave 
'Fether/ my own pad, and a better yon nerer laid leg ov«r ; only gxre hiin 
his own time, and let him keep the 'canter/ and he'll never dmrnpfimm 
moniing till night. And now I'll just go and haye him in readinesa for toil" 

After professing my waim aoknowledgments to the good father for his 
kindness, I hastened to take a hmried futswdyi of GncEon before gomg: I 
fonnd him sitting np in bed taking his braakfiast; a laige strip of black 
plaster, extending from the comer of one eye across the nose, andteaninating 
near the month, denoted the locale of a goodly wonnd ; while tho bln^ pmpk 
and yaQow patches into which his fiioe was pariationed oa^ left yimiiLdoidit 
Tdietiier he more resembled the knaTo of dnhs or anew mapof tho QEdnaoee 
survey; one hand was wrapped np in a bandage, and altogether a. nore 
rueful and woebegone looking figure I have rauiy looked upon*; and oiost 
certainly I am of opinion that the '^ glorious, pions, andhmnDrtBLmeDiaiT" 
would have brought pleasanter leoollections to Daniel CGonnell himself tei 
it did on ihat morning to the adjutant of his Majesty's 4~4h. 

'' Ah, HJarry," said he, as I entered, *' what FttDdemamnnLis thiawt^vegofc 
into ? Did yon ever witness such a business aa last nig^s P" 

" Why, truly," said I, '' I know of no one to blame but yDnisdf;. anxoly yoa 
must have known what a row your infernal song would hong on." 

" I don't know now whether I knew it or not; but oertainly at themanuDt 
I should have preferred anything to the confounded GroBS-examinatijon I wtf 
under, aud was gkd to end it by any eoup ^HtU. One wretflh was pecse- 
cuting me about green crops, and another about the fioeding of bnllocis; 
^about either of which I knew as much as a bear does of a baUet.'* 

'' Well, truly, you caused a diyersion at some espense to your conntanmce, 
for I never beheld anytiiing^ " 
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" Stop there," said he; ''you susdy hoye not soul the cbetdr^-^cTbeala me 

hollowHiiQr lunre xaassky left to mnch hais on his- head aa would do for an 

Indiaa'siSGai^hlDGk; and^ of aTsri% his aspect ia ai^hl thia moimngk He 

hah just been here, onc^ byM^e4)3r, has told nie all abont yonr affinr with 

.BeamisL Iti^^peaisthafcsoBiewhereTaanifithimat dinner, and gsvB a Tory 

iorxoAmg accomit of a lekjave of his^. who, yon. infimnedhbiv was not only 

sdectei for some very dashing serrice^ hot actnally the pezaonal fidand of 

Picton; and, aifsc ihm fiamiy haams^ BlaMd. tho matter aU ovxsr Gozk; and 

given a great entortainmmit in.honQnr.of thair.lrmHinan, it tojOB out tiia^ on 

the gknona IBtl^ he ran. away taBhosaia hskac than oran the Enoch to 

Chflderoi; for whidi aot».howa9rer, thsE&waano ae^eoEaiou sfoi cast npon hia 

coiuage, that cpiality b^ng defended at the ezpenae of his honasiy; in a 

void, he was the paysuster of his oampaDy;. and had what Theodore Hook 

Ralla an * iiffiwfiimt of hia ftWaf^^ f.liai; raqniiwi- fthangw nf air. Looting Only to 

the nmning awagr part of the matter, I nnlnokilrezpreBsed soma legiet tihat 
he didnot hdong to ih&Noith Codc„ andlranud^ed the dootor did not seem 
to leh^ the. allnsbn^ and dcs Jonly now xemembei; it was Ms. regiment, 1 
suppose Tm in for more misehief." 

Ihadno time to enjoy Cunxmfs dilemma^ and had haraly infomned him of 
my intended departure, when a voice from without the room proclaimed liiat 
"Pether" was ready, and, having commissioned the adjutant to say the 
"proper" to Mr. Beamish and the doctor, hnrcied away, and after a haarty 
shake of the hand from Father Brennan, and a foiiiii^ promise to retmn soon, 
1 nunmtedaad set off. 

Peter's paoB was of all otiiers the one. least likely^ta disturb, the lucubra- 
tions of a oastle-baiider like myself;, without any admonition from whip or 
spur he maintained a steady and constant canter, wdddi, I am free to oonfoas^ 
vas more agEeeabletaait, thanit was giaoefiil to behold; for his head being 
moch lower thanthis tBil,.he eyvcTrmmnent appeand in the attitade of a diver 
about to plunge into the water, and more than once I had nusgiTings that I 
would considtmy-sal^ better i£I sat with my foce to the tail; however* 
what wiE not habit aocmnpliskP before I had gone amile or two, I was so 
lost in my own xcvcsies and reflaetioBS, that I knew nothing of my mode of 
progression, and had only thongbtaami feelings for the destiny that awaited 
me. Sometimes I woidd fancymysdf seated in the Honae dCommoiis (on 
the miniBbedalbenflhes, of eonxae), 'vd&ie somft' leading oppositioniat was pro- 
nouncmg a glowiBg panegycic upsn the doqnent and statesmanlike s^ieech 
of the gaOant eolonelr-myself ; Ihea I thought I. was making actangements 
for setting out for nsgrnew appointmeait, and Sancho Panza never coveted the 
gOTemment of an iaiand more than I did, though only a West Indian one; 
and, histly, I saw myself the chosen dipbmste on a diffiionlt mission, and waa 
actually engaged in the easy and agreeable occupation of out^nananvxing 
TaUeTxaad and Pozzo di Boigo, when Peter suddenly drew upi at. the door of 
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a smaU cabin, and convinced me that I was stiU a mortal man, and a lieu- 
tenant in his Majesty's 4-H;h. Before I had time aiForded me even to guess at 
the reason of this sadden halt, an old man emerged from the cabin, vhich I 
saw now was a road-side ale-honse, and presented Peter with a bucket of 
meal and water, a species of ''refresher^' that he evidently was accustomed 
to at this place, whether bestrode by a piiest or an ambassador. Before me 
lay a long straggling street of cabins, irregnlarly thrown, as if riddled OTcr 
the ground ; this I was informed was Kilkee. While my good steed, theie- 
fore, was enjoying his potation, I diamonnted, to stretch my legs and look 
about me, and scarcely had I done so, when I fonnd half the popniatioii of 
the village assembled round Peter, whose claims to notoriety, I now learned, 
depended neither upon his owner's fame, nor even mj temporarypossession 
of him. Peter, in fact, had been a racer, once— when, the Wandering Jew 
might perhaps have told, had he ever visited Glare— for not the oldest wh- 
bitant knew the date of his triumphs on the tuif ; though they were undis- 
puted traditions, and never did any man appear bold enough to call them in 
question. Whether it was from his patriarchal character, or that he was the 
only race-horse ever known in his county, I cannot say, but, of a truth, the 
Grand'Lama could scarcely be a greater object of reverence in Thibet, than 
was Peter in Kilkee. 

Musha» Peter, but it's well y*T looking," cried one^ 
Ah, thin, maybe ye an't fat on the libs," cried another. 
An' coddn' his tail like a coult," said a third. 
I am very certain, if I might venture to judge from the faces about, that, 
had the favourite for the St. Leger passed through Kilkee at that moment, 
comparisons' very Httle to his favour had been drawn from the assemblage 
around me. Wiik some difficulty I was permitted to reach my much-admired 
steed, and with a cheer, which was sustained and caught up by every denizen 
of the village as I passed through, I rode on my way, not a little amused at 
my equivocal popularity. 

Being desirous to lose no time, I diverged from the straight road which 
leads to Kilrush, and took a cross bridle-path to CSaUonby : this, I afterwards 
discovered, was a detour of a nule or two, and it was already sunset when I 
reached the entrance to the park. I entered the avenue, and now my impa- 
tience became extreme, for although Peter continued to move at the same 
imiform pace, I could not persuade myself that he was not foundering at 
every step, and was quite sure we were scarcely advancing ; at last I reached 
the wooden bridge, and ascended the steep slope, the spot where I had first 
met her, on whom my every thought now rested. I turned the angle of the 
clump of beech-trees from whence the first view of the house is caught. I 
perceived, to my inexpressible delight, that gleams of light shone from many 
of the windows, and could trace their passing from one to the other. I now 
drew rein, and with a heart relieved from a load of anxiety, pulled up my 
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good steed, and began to think of the position in which a few brief seconds 
would place me. I reached the small flower-garden, sacred by a thousand 
endearing recollections. Oh! of how yeiy little acconnt are the numy words 
of passing Idndness, and moments of light-hearted pleasure, when spoken or 
felt, compared to the memory of them when hallowed by time or distance ! 

''The place, the hour, the sunshine aiid the shade," all reminded me of the 
happy past, and aU brought yividly before me erery portion of that dream of 
happiness in which I was so utterly, so completely steeped— every thought of 
the hoplessness of my passion was lost in the intensity of it, and I did not, 
in the ardour of my loving, stop to think of its possible success. 

It was strange enough that the extreme impatience, the hurried anxiety, I 
had fdt and suffered from, while riding up the avenue, had now fled entirely, 
and in its place I felt nothing but a diffident distrust of myself, and a vague 
sense of awkwardness about intruding thus unexpectedly upon the family, 
while engaged in all the cares and preparations for a speedy departure. The 
hall-door lay as usual wide open, the hall itself was strewn and littered with 
trunks, imperials, and packing-cases, and the hundred et ceteras of travelling 
b^gage. I hesitated a moment whether I should not ring, but at last re- 
solved to enter unannounced, and, presuming upon my intimacy, see what 
effect my sudden appearance would have on Lady Jane, whose feeUnl^ to- 
wards me would be thus most unequivocally tested. I passed along the wide 
corridor, entered the music-room— it was still. I walked then to the door of 
the drawing-room— I paused— I drew a full breath— my hand trembled 
slightly as I turned the lock— I entered— the room was empty, but the 
blazing Are upon the hearth, the large arm-chairs drawn around, the scattered 
hooks upon the small tables, all told that it had been inhabited a very short 
time before. " Ah !" thought I, looking at my watch, " they are at dinner ;" 
and I began at once to devise a hundred different plans to account for my late 
absence and present visit. I knew that a few minutes would probably bring 
them into the drawing-room, and I felt flurried and heated as the time drew 
near. At last I heard voices without. I started from the examination of a 
pencil drawing, partly finished, but the artist of which I could not be de- 
ceived in. I listened— the sounds drew near— I could not distinguish who 
were the speakers— the door-lock turned, and I rose to make my well-conned, 
but half-forgotten speech ; and oh, confounded disappointment ! Mrs. Her- 
bert, the housekeeper, entered. She started, not expecting to see me, and 
immediately said, 

" Oh 1 Mr. Lorrequer ! then you've missed them ?** 

" Missed them !" said I ; " how— when— where ?" 

" Did you not get a note from my lord P" 

" No ; when was it written P' 

" Oh dear me, that is so very unfortunate. Why, sir, my lord sent off a 
servant this morning to Kilrush, in Lord Kilkee's tilbury, to request you 
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^((roiildineet them eU in OBnnis this evenrng, ufaan they had intended to stop 
for to-night; and they wiited here till hbkt four o'dock to-dsy, hot when the 
servant oame back inth the isteUigence that yoa were from home, and not 
expected to return soon, ^ley were obliged to set oat, and are not going 
to make any delay now, till they reach London. The last dhreotion, bow- 
ever, my lord gsn, was to f orwaid her ladyBhq)'s ktter to yna as soon as 
possible.'* 

IVhat I thought, said, or fait, 01x^1)0 a good solgeot of oon&ssiaii to 
Father Malaohi, for I fear it may be reoocded among my sins, as I doubt sot 
that the agony I soffered vented iteeif in no measored form of speedi or 
oondnot ; bat I have nothing to confess here on the sobject) being ao totally 
overwhelmed as not to know what I did or said. My first ^eam of lesBon 
elicited itself by asking, 

"Is there, then, no ohaBoe of their stopping in Ennis iooii^ P' Aslpot 
the qnestion, my mind reverted to Peter and his eternal canter. 

" Oh dear no, sir ; the horses are ordered to take them, since ToeBda;^; 
and they only thon^t of staying in Ennis, if yoa-same time enongh to neet 
them— atad they will be so scary." 

'Doyoathmkso, Mrs. Herbert P do yen, indeed, think so P' saidl«ina 
most insinuating tone. 

" I am perfectly sore of it, sir.'* 

" Oh, Mrs. Herbert, yoa are too kmd to think so; bat peifaapa- timtis- 
may be, Mrs. Herbert, she said something " 

"Who, sirr 

"LadyCalknby, Imean; did her ladyship leave any message for me about 
herphintsP or did she remember " 

Mrs. Herbert kept looking at me all the time, with heir great wide gR7 
eyes, whilB I kept stammering and bhishing like a schoolbay 

"No, sir; her ladyship said nothing, sir; but Lady* Jane— r-^** 

" Tes ; well, what of Lady Jane, n^ dear Mrs. Herbert P* 

" Oh, sir 1 bat youlock pale; would Jiot^u like to hame Ji little wine sod 
water--or perhaps " 

"No, thank yon, SKsdiing-whatever; lamjnata little fBtigaed—4nit yoa 
were mentioning—*' 

"Yes, sir; I was saying that Lady Jjbk was mighty partionlar about a 
small plant; she ordered it to be left in her dressing-room. Though GoUiiis 
told her to have some of the handsome ones of the green4ioiise^ she wonld 
have nothing bat this ; and if yoa were only to hear half tiie dnsctions she 
gave aboat keeping it watered, and taking off dead leaves, -yoa'd think ber 
heart was set on it." 

Mrs. Herbert would have had no cause to prescribe fornix palaoesB bad 
she only looked at me this time; fortonately, however, she was engaged, 
housekeeper-like, in bustling among books, papers, &o., whidi she had come 
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in for the pmpoBe of aRanging and pa(dJug up. She being left behind. to 
bring up the xear and the heayy baggage. 

Yeiy few moments' consideration were sufficient to show me that pnrsuit 
was hopeless. 'Whatever might have been Peter's peif oimanoe in the reign of 
*' Qneen Ame," he had now become, like the goose so pathetically described 
by my Mend Lover, rather ** stiff in his limbs," and the odds were fearfnlly 
against his oyertaking fonr horses, starting fresh every ten miles, not to men- 
tion their being some bonis in advance already. Having declined all Mrs. 
Herbert's many kind offers anent food and rest, I took a last lingering look 
at the beautiful picture, which still held its place in the room lately mine, 
and hurried from a place so fiilL of recollections; and, notwitjistanding the 
many reasons I had for self-gratulaiion, every object around and about fiUed 
xne with sorrow and regret for hours that had passed— never, never to return. 

It was very late when I reached my dd qoartets at Eilrosh. Mr8.Healy, 
fortunatdy, was in bed asleep— fortunately, I say, for had she selected that 
occasicnto vent her indignation for my long absence, I greatly fear that, in 
my. then tender, I should have exhibited but littie of that Job-like endurance 
for which I was once esteemed. I entered my little meao^ooking pailour, 
with its three ohaiis and lame table, and, as I flung myself upon the wretched 
substitute for a sofa, and thought upon the varied events which a km weeks 
had brought about, it required the aid of her ladyship's letter, which I opened 
before me, to assure me I was not dreaming. 

The entire of that iiight I could not sleep ; my destiny seemed i^on its 
balance; and, whether the scale inclined to this side or that, good or evil 
fortune seemed to betide me. How many were my plans and xesokitions, 
and how often abandoned; again to be pondered over, and once more given 
up! Thegreydawnjof the momingwas already breaking, and found me still 
doubting and uncertain. Ai; last the die was thrown ; I detennined at once 
to apply for .leave to any commanding officer (which he could, if he pleased, 
give me, without any application ,to the Horse Ghiards), set out for Elton, 
teU Sir Guy my whde adventure, and endeavour, by a mote moving love- 
story than ever graced even the Minerva Press, to induce him to make some 
settlement on me, and use his influence with Lorcl Callonby in my behalf; 
this done, set out for London, and then— and then— what ihen?— then for 
the Ifofwwv i*M^" ownge flowers''— "happy couple"— "Lord CaDonby's 
seat in Hampshire," &o. &c. 

" You wished to be called at Ave, sir," said Stubbes. 

"Yes; is it five o'clock P* 

''No^ sir; but I heard, you call out something about 'four horses,' and I 
thought you might be hurried, so I came in a little eadier." 

"Quite light, Stubbes. Let me have my breakfast as soonas possibly and 
s^ that chesnnt horse I brought here last night, fed." 

"Andnowforit,"saidX After writing a hurried note to Cnr8on,i8qucst- 
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ing him to take oommand of my party at Kilrush till he heard from me, and 
sending my kind remembrance to my three Mends^ I despatched the epistle 
by my servant on Peter, while I hastened to secure a place in the mail for 
!Ehmis, on the box-seat of which let my kind reader snppose me seated, as, 
wrapping my box-coat around me, I lit my cigar and tamed my eyes towards 
Limerick* 



CHAPTER Vm. 

OONGBATUIiATIOinS — SICK USATB — ^HOW TO PASS TEE BOABD. 

I HAD scarcely seated myself to breakfast at Swinbom's Hotel in Limerick, 
when the waiter presented me with a letter. As my first glance at the 
address showed it to be in Colonel Carden's handwriting, I felt not a littk 
alarmed for the consequences of the rash step I had taken in leaving my de- 
tachment ; and, while quickly-thronging fancies of arrest and conrt-martul 
flitted before me, I summoned resolution at last to break the seal, and read 
as follows : 

"My dbabLobkeqtjbV'— '* 'DearLorrcquer !* dear me," thought 1, "cool, 
certsdnly, from one I have ever regarded as an open enemy"—" My dear Lor- 
requer, I have just accidentally heard of your arrival here, and hasten to 
inform you that, as it may not be impossible your Reasons for so abruptly 
leaving your detachment are known to me, I shall not visit your breach of 
discipline very heavily. My old and worthy friend. Lord Gallonby, who 
passed through here yesterday, has so warmly interested himself in your 
behalf, that I fed disposed to do aU in my power to serve you ; indepen- 
dently of my desure to do so on your own account. Come over here, then, as 
soon as possible, and let us talk over your plans together. 

"Believe me, most truly yours, 

"Barracks, 10 o'dock." "Hbnbt CaBDBIT. 

However mysterious and difficult to unravel have been some of the drcnm* 
stances narrated in these " Confessions," I do not scruple to avow that the 
preceding letter was to me by far the niost inexplicable piece of fortune I had 
hitherto met witL That Lord Callonby should have converted one whom I 
believed an implacable foe into a most obliging friend, was intelligible enonghf 
seeing that his lordship had through life been the patron of the colonel; but 
why he had so done, and what communications he could possibly have made 
with regard to me, that Colonel Carden should speak of "my plans" id 
proffer assistance in them, was a perfect riddle ; and the only solutioDa oitf 
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BO lidiculonBly flafctenng that I dared not think of it. I read and re-read 
the note ; irusplaoed the stops ; canTaased eyery expression ; did ail to detect 
a meaniiig different from the obvious one, fearfol of a self-deception> where 
80 much was at stake. Yet there it stood forth, a pLim, straightforward 
proffer of sorices, for some object evidently known to the writer ; and my 
only conclnsion, from all, was this, that " my Lord Gallonby was the gem of 
his order, and had a most remarkable talent for selecting a son-in-law." 

I fell into a deep reverie upon my past life and the prospects which I now 
felt were opening before me. Nothing seemed extravagant to hopes so well 
foimded— ta expectations so brilliant— and, in my mind's eye, I behehl 
myself at one moment leading my yonng and beautiful bride through the 
crowded salons of Devonshire House; and, at the next, I was contemplating 
the excellence and perfection of my stud arrangements at Melton, for I re- 
solved not to give up hunting. While in this pleasurable exercise of my 
fancy, I was removing from before me some of the breakfast equipage, or, as 
I then believed it, breaking the trees into better groups upon my lawn, I was 
once more brought to the world and its dull reality by the following passage 
which my eye fell upon in the newspaper before me : " We understand that 
the ^th are daily expecting the route for Cork, from whence they are to 
sail, early in the ensuing month, for Halifax, to relieve the 88th." While it 
did not take a moment's consideration to show me that though the regiment 
there mentioned vras the one I belonged to, I could have no possible interest 
in the announcement— it never coming into my calculation that / should 
submit to such expatriation— yet it gave me a salutary warning that there 
was no time to be lost in making my application for leave, which, once 
obtained, I should have ample time to manage an exchange into another 
corps. The wonderful revelation a few days had effected in all my tastes 
and desires did not escape me at this moment. But a week or two before, 
and I should have r^;arded an order for foreign service as anything rather 
than unpleasant ; now, the thought was insupportable. Then^ there would 
have been some charm to me in the very novelty of the locale, and the indul- 
gence of that vagrant spirit I have ever possessed— for, like Justice Wood- 
cock, ^ I certainly should have been a vagabond if Providence had not made 
me a justice of the peace" — now, I could not even contemplate the thing as 
possible ; and would actually have refused the conunand of a regiment, if the 
condition of its acceptance were to sail for tke colonies. 

Besides, I tried— and how ingenious is self 4feception— I tried to find argu- 
ments in support of my determination totally different from the reasons which 
governed me. I affected to fear climate, and to dread the effect of the tropics 
upon my health. " It may do very well," thought I, " for men totally destitute 
of better prospects, with neither talent, influence, nor powerful connexion, to 
roast their cheeks at Sierra Leone, or suck a sugar-cane at St. Lucia. But 
that you, Harry Lorrequer, should waste your sweetoss upon planters' 
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doQghien— that have only to be knonni, to haveihe wwid at-yonr'^Bet ! Tke 
thing is absmd, andnotto be thought of! Tes/'said I, faillf aloud, 'Sre n»d 
in the anny list that -Major A. is appointed to the 6(Hh, and^Gaptam i£. io 
the 12th; bat how much moze near the 'truth wonld it be to say, *T)nt 
his Majesty, in oonsideiation of the distingni^ed serviees of the one, ks 

been gracioasly pleased to appoint him -to 'aoase of bhteand eoUapsed 

eholera, in India; and also, for the bra?ery endgaUant eondaet of the other, 
in his late affinr-^Hih.the "lELow-jiaw'DAJnikaTssiyuasfB** 'has 'promoted iumto 
the— ^y^ov fe f er ' now' d evBsta t iiig and desolatnigtFamaioaf'"' How^fermy 
-tosl for the ^erviee- mig^t have, earried rae on this pomt, I know not, *ibr I im 
-speedily aruused from^niy musings by the loud tramp of feet upon' the etairs, 
'and the soimd Of many^w^-knoifn voiees *of jof biollier'ofl&oflRs, <wlio irare 
'Coming tovisit^mB. 

*' Bo, Harry, -my boj^i** ^aaidthe fat^major, asfae-entefed, '"Jsit tme-vre me 
"not to "have^ the pleasore of -yonroompaay to Jamaioa tiib iimef 

" He prefers a pale 'fEK», it seems, to ablaokone; and eertaady^-with thirty 
' ihonsandinthe^same «cale, the taste isezonsable/' 

''-Bnt, Xjoireqner," said a third, '* we heard that 71m had 'oanvassed the 
county on the* Callonby interest. Why, man, where do^ou meanioi>Till up?" 

"As for me^' lisped a large^ed, white-haired ensign of tiirae moiths' 
standing, ""Itiiink it'devilish hard old Garden didn't easdiiii?*down there too, 
for I heartteie^ are twogiris in the family. Eh, Tjorreqaerf ' 

Having, with' all' that -peculiar bashfcdness such occanons^aKe sure to- elicit, 
disclaimed the 'happiness my fifiendsHso dearly ascribed "to me, I yet pretty 
plainly let itbe^imderstood tfaatihe^more brilliant they enpposed'my 'present 
prospects' to 'be, the^more nearwere they i;o eetimate ihem jiBitly. Que thing 
certainly gratified me thronghont. All seemed rejoieed- at my good feitime, 
' and even the oldficotch paymastermade no more camtioiemnrk^han'thathe 
'^wad na wonder if the chiePs bla(^ whiskers -wadget him -made governor of 
-Stirling Castle before he'd dee!'' 

Bhonldany of my most patient listeners to these my hnmbk''' ConfimsioBS," 
'ironder either here, or elsewhere, upon what very flight founlatioBS I built 
these my '* Oh&teanx en Espagne," I have only one answer— "that fijommy 
boyhood I have had a taste for florid architecture, and would loilher putup 
*V7ith any inoonvemenee of gronnd, than not build at all.** 

As it was growing late, 1 hllrnedly bade adieu to my fiiends,*and hastened 
io Colonel Garden's qoarters, wherel fomid him waiting forme,m easocpany 
-with my old fitiend, Pitzgerald, onrTegimental snrgeon. 'Onr first greetings 
^trrer, the colonel drew me aside into'avnndow, and said that, from eertain 
•expressionsTJord Callonby had made use of—certain hints he had Axoppe^ 
he^wasperfBCtiy aware of the delicate position in which I stood with respect 
to his lordship's"famfly. in fact,*my dear IiorreqaerJ" he continued, " with- 
'oat-wahmgin theleast to obtrude myself tiponyour conidenee, I most yet 
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faepenniltod'ioMn^^Toiu'are tiie liiddMt.f(^ow»iiiS!Ui9e,'aiidI>nM»t; dn- 
QereiroQDgtayale yon. onthe praepeot befere'yoo." 
" 03b£, any iear eohmel^ X aMore you— -^' 

" TifiU, iriU»<tiieze'-*Qiot a^word mote ; don't 'bloshinow. I imow itiBte is 
always a land of secrecy thought necessary on these occasions, for titCBake 
of oiiheryflartiBS'; sOilot ns^pass to tdht -p^aaa, 'Fvoni(what I ha^e collected, 
yon have not yet proposed formally. £nt, of cotme, •yondmir&a'lettre. *¥oa'll 
not quit the army, I trust ; no'iiecesaityfor that; sii]di>iitiaeiice4»'yofirs can 
always appoint ^oirto an.Qiiflttai^BdtooDsnBsaion!'' 

'' Onteimoie^ime psotest, sir, '.that though 'for 'eertoin' leaBons most de- 
siiDns to>obtoin'arleavB<of absoace, I haTetBOt\the motft ramote-*-^" ' 

"That's^ right, quite right; lam siiicerely'grKfejfied'to'hear yon-say flo;«ad 
so will be Lord C«Jlonby ; for he likes theHBerrioel" 

And thns was my last effort vat a disclaimer 'ctct 'short iby the .loqaadons 
HtU&eoloDjgl^ who<fegarded•lll7tlInjgIliBfaed^8en^^ a^«oiunuT6BBe*^th his 

'' Miih€'i:Biih/^'tboYight I, ''it is.my Laid GaUmd^s own^plot ; and his 
fnend Colonel Garden aids and abets him." 

" Now, liorreqiier/' resinned the colonel, "kiats-piocMd. iKon haye, of 
course, heard that we are ordered abroad ; mere nowopi^wr orsport for the 
■pieseot; <iieyBltheleBS,4tis'eistrQmely>diffioidt~-KdiiiMt.imp(m a 

sick eei!tifi]oate, to obtenLalsare-fliiffioiently long«for-7eiir pmpoae:'' 

Andiher&'he amidisd,iBiid I ldiished,^'#»/!^ iesireffk*. 
'*" A flS(ik'08rtifii»te;''HKdd >I, income sofpme. 

"'THie-fMfly^hing'for'yon/'flaid'Eitzgwald, tiddng^a kmg {pinch of snuff; 
" and I grieve to say you have a most yillanous look of 'good hcabh abont 



you." 



" I mnst acknowledge I have seldom felt better." 

" So much the worse— so much the worse," said Fitzgerald, despondingly. 
" Is there no fomily complaint; no respectable heirloom of infirmity you can 
lay claim to firom yonr kindred ? " 

" None that I know of, uiiless a very active performance on the several 
occasioii8LflfdMNaldiBt,«dinner,.and supper, withiB. tendency 4uwacds port, and 
an incliaation to sleep ten in every twenty-four hours, be a sign of sickness. 
These symptoms I hove known many of 'Ihe %mily silj&r 'foryours without 
the slightest sdi6yiation,i;hangh, i^trangeas if may appear, th^tqeeasiomally 
had medical advice?* 

Titz took no-notice ^of my sneer at the faculty, but prooesded'to strike.my 
'Chest several'times with*his finger tips. " !Ry-a short eongh, n»w," said he. 
" Ah, tinrtrwill never do ! Boyon ever fluflh—before dinner, I Bwan?*' 

" OccasiondHy, when iTncetirith a hmcheon." 

*"Tmfaid[ypuzzlcd,''''saidpoor^tz, throwing himsdf into a*6hair. "€knit 
is a very goodthing;'bttt*then yon see you -are only ainb./aiid it is dwrly 

p2 
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against the artioles of war to haye it before being a field officer at least 
Apoplexy is the best I can do for you; and, to say the tmth, any one vho 
witnesses yonr performance at mess, may put f aitii in the likelihood of it. 
Do you think you could get up a fit for the medical board?" said Eitz, 
gravely. 

" Why, if absolutely indispensable/' said I, " and with good instruction- 
something this way. Eh, is it not P" 

'' Nothing of the kind— you are quite wrong." 

" Is there not always a little laoghing and crying P" said L 

** Oh no, no ; take the cue from the paymaster any eyening after mess, and 
you'll make no mistake— very florid about the cheeks ; rather a lazy look k 
one eye, the other closed up entirely; snore a little from time to time, and 
don't be too much disposed to talk." 

" And you think I may pass muster in this way?" 

" Indeed you may, if old Camie, the inspector, happen to be (what he is 
not often) in a good humour. But I confess I'd rather you were really ill, 
for we've passed a great nmnber of counterfeits latterly, and we may be all 
pulled up ere long." 

" Not the less grateful for your kindness," said I; "but still I'd rsikr 
matters stood as they do." 

Haying at length obtained a yery formidable statement of my " case" &oin 
the doctor, and a strong letter from the colonel, deploring the temporary loss 
of so promising a yoimg officer, I committed myself and my portmaateau t« 
the inside of his Majesty's mail, and started for Dublin with as light a heart 
and high spirits as were consistent with so much delicacy of health and the 
directions of my doctor. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE BOAD— TBAyEULJira AOQUAIHTAHOBB— A TA.CE3BT ADyJUTUJU- 

I SHALL not stop now to narrate the particulars of my yisit to the worthies 
of the medical board ; the rather, as some of my " Confessions to come" have 
reference to Dublin, and many of those that dwell therein. I shall, there- 
fore, content myself here with stating, that without any difficulty I obtained 
a. six months' leaye, ai^ haying receiyed much adyice and more sympathy 
from many members of that body, took a respectful leaye of them, and ad- 
journed to Bilton's, where I had cordered dinner, and (as I was adyised to lire 
low) a bottle of &ieyd's ckret. My hours in Dublin were numbered; at 
eight o'clock on flie eyening of my arriyal I hastened to the Pigeon House 



HABRT LOBREQUEB. 69 

pier, to take my berth in the packet for Liyerpool; and here, gentle reader, 
let me implore yon, if you have bowels of compassion, to commisenkte the 
condition of a sorry mortal like myself. In the days of which I now speak, 
steam-paokets were not— men knew not then of the pleasure of going to a 
comfortable bed in Kingstown harbour, and waking on the morning after in 
the daience dodc at liyerpool, with only the addition of a little sharper 
appetite for breakfast, before they set out on'an excursion of forty miles per 
hour through the air. 

In the time I have now to commemorate, the intercourse between the two 
comitiies was maintained by two sailing vessels of small tonnage and still 
scantier accommodation. Of the one now in question I well recollect the 
name— she was called the " Albbt," and certainly a more unfortunate nus- 
nomer could scarcely be conceived. Well, there was no choice ; so I took my 
place upon the crowded deck of the little craft, and, in a drizzling shower of 
chilly rain, and amid more noise, confosion, and bustle, than would prelude 
the launch of a line-of-battle ship, we " sidled,'* goose-fashion, from the shore, 
and began our voyage towards England. 

It is not my intention, in the present stage of " my Confessions," to delay 
on the road towards an event which influenced so powerfully, and so perma- 
nently, my after life; yet I cannot refram from chronicling a slight incident 
wMch occurred on board the packet, and which, I have no doubt, may be 
remembered by some of those who throw their eyes on these pages. 

One of my feUow-passengers was a gentleman holding a high official ap- 
pointment in the viceregal court, either comptroller of the household, master 
of the horse, or something else equally magnificent ; however, whatever the 
nature of the situation, one thing is certain — one possessed of more courtly 
manners and more poHshed address cannot be conceived, to which he added 
all the attractions of a very handsome person and a most prepossessing coun- 
tenance. The only thing the most scrupulous critic could possibly detect as 
fanlty in Ids whole air and bearing, was a certain ultra refinement and &sti- 
diousness, which in a truyn of acknowledged family and connexions was some- 
what unaccountable, and certainly unnecessary. The fastidiousness I speak 
of extended to everything round and about him ; he never ate of the wrong 
diah nor spoke to the wrong nmn in his life, and that very consciousness gave 
him a kind of horror of chance acquaintances, which made him shrink within 
himself from persons in every respect his equals. Those who knew Sir Stewart 
Moore, will biow I do not exaggerate in either my praise or censure, and to 
those who have not had that pleasure, I have only to say, theirs was the loss, 
and they must take my word for the facts. 

The very antithesis to the person just mentioned was another passenger 
then on board. She— for even in sex they were different — she was a short, 
squat, red-faced, vulgar-looking woman, of about fifty, possessed of a most 
garrulous tendency, and talking indiscriminately with every one about her. 
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caaeless iiviiaiJ^aeG^iiML her addoBasermet mthj apdiqiairi jiiii ( rain»t to iiie 
nmy ]»bi]& shs* xnoniaiitBEB^'eiiaouiitMaiL lb ma^ by^vfait iiiqwriit dmea 
Baa¥6n> knows^ . IMs amoiiihaiis piec^ofi womMaaihoadiiatemaiAdBiatBamd^ia 
aitaoh hflnd£ WhetiieiR in> th8'.siiioiqr sad^vknat impntAtMBamnam dt 
t]ieoadnn^.oi»la«riiigrt2ie ocdcL ancL p iuwtiaUa g^igiiETqyBi.daBi^ ittmattttgi 
not, shft TfHB evsirat ur'sidey aad not o&ly-iiiOBlinBgJinB'bycvtie .iiwrflfcirahk 
asmoyanoe off hervolgaDloqQaQity,* but aattadfy, ftmsi t hai u| i| iMia ap»ofe ae^ 
quabtaiiceship such constant association gaye lise to, fiig^team^aBymne el» 
fimm oonveiaiqyrvntkjBB^^aBdiBaidBangnnsf eie xmoqF'hQnn^ a pefftct^aada 
amongp tke ij—ni|;mri . By mn ono! ^waie 'sm^(x;.^timAr wenbadihMxaw 
SHBno80**-«0'ttevDgU]rcb»Bdad okI^ Ubb isihad^bainn^icinwe'iinitiBned'^ 
ho appBaBBdftorahriiriKfromu uiu& vay tt p p ia ndv andtflvoidodttift-ao tkoogh ^m 
had the plaffooo c^ Eeypdi abooix tuj I osm ikm^lfAt-iindutpk^ and as 
dotpiy, aiidia8riiiitelyLTotrodix>'bos0v«igad,4mi^^ 
tanfe in- affiodiBg no tho xstpposkaaitfi 

Thft iutoEBstingi'llfeft MaisoQUBfj for sODh: iM«fir:my:'£AirtiHiipaBiQn<Qadled; 
was on thf present occasion making hGD dMmi Qi^Tvliaffc'Shoi^mnfrpietoeiUto odl 
the*''sa7s:" ske^mnipiooeedkgdw^e'Liwipool madcBtriais pa^iMcnr and 
snpenwigD ofi«£'8omo:lo9iDn^o£ swiner iJiai'.oeeapiedvtlie hidd/^^ ihevmad, 
sadiv^iOBe mdiiflmni&toaar'VMSB oooKaonaU^ heard in aHpaxteiof tka sldp. 
Homg'infomied'mer oautheo^. togstber 'withsome ainasiatanonpQf'ber bic& 
and parenta^Q^ she ptoeeededi toi namte some of('tfao<?«itfan«t giwMt lqr*faw 
fnendo' as to» her safiat^'wiiemmakuig snoh a long.'vt^igg/.aad.aiao to dotaQ 
some'of Uleamti^Bepties^to tha^ dxeadisooargo, seaMkdGnaai, uvtiiefteoaad 
tflODPof '^vidah she had^comoxmiioHBd, and:iMe«Bd omtirhaati^he*iBBteamg 
in.aiiaRQ about.. 

" Bo youitbii&:tiiai^ siiv.tfaa1rpoKkri»nQ gDoAvaginitiMsdokDOisf Wtdagf^^ 
thai^e iny.faiiBfaoa4'auP*~'M3io i^s tlttt'QnLytki&gnAli£Bf(vit,>aril;Sfl''t0i8l^ 

" NoMie leattuae^ PaaniDD yom" 

"'NoiD'speiitBaiiidwaihBrf'^' 

" Wosoo aMid»^BWxnB^ maSam/' 

'^ Oh, tUs, niGq4ie',oatemmaiLt8f:t\roald dof* "Wh aibeaaBtiM.tiUB8tfortitB 
stomic3k, anyhanm:" 

'^'EaokpoiMiuott tiMipmeiifcrooeauoiii beliom lad^.'' 

''^h, tha4.Uttaed:2i&]9V -^tksJi^tml to dD^idMSs to beoomo^o^iao ?' 

'^'Gto dawaLal»ono6 to^yonr bttili; ma^aia';..liB- stiii aad-: vnitho&t: speakuig< 
till* we come in'8igh1^o£>Iand9 ax^^-^-Kui honr abagfatthoiig^tiBHBedimet^'^if 
yoa^rezdiy feel vesf ill, oaLLfor that nm thora^withftiie fax tsollar t>nln»coa;^; . 
he can give you the only thing I eTer.kirav^af aiiy>efflicaqr ; he^ 1^ siovaRl, 
xni^ami Stewoii Moom^, but you: must' he on: yonr' gnaid, too, as you aie a 
stmnger; for^e'fr a ooaeeited felloe and has samLa'tztfle; and ^ote up'for n 
^S^gentlomaa; so^don^tbe sozprised ak his^innuier; tiioiigh; after tdl^ j'ov^ 
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mayfmd him very different; some people, I've hearcl,..t]ujaL hixoieodxemely 

" And lie lias a ciiBi^ej9flf< ? " 

'* The only one I ever heard of; it is a littia.c(iEdiaI«tO£i^iiuok yon. take, I 

doifirhnowir hiMK nmoihy. eorery ten.or. fifteen minntes." 
" And the naygnr doesn't let the saycret ont, bad manners to hunP" 

" No, ma'am; he has refused every offer on the subject." 

" May I be so bowld as to axJus name .againi" 

'' SteaaaLMQDie,.ma2am.. Moore-is-themame, bat. people abrays call him 
StewariififiQaEe^ jjiatjsaf that inaload, cleaLvoioej and ypn'lLsoon have him." 

With the most profase protestations ofi gratitude and. promises of poik 
" a diseMom^^ iLeofBL Lsojpnmed^ BaUinaskte^my fair friend pioceeded.to 
follow my adyice, and descended to the cabim 

Some houjaiafter,.IaiL30.betookjnyself tamy.rast, fromwhicb, howewQ to- 
wacda midDight,Xwaaiarak&.by thaheai^ working^and pitching of. the little 
yeaselyaa ahfikbomsedinajQu^Lsea.. A&IIookedforth fronuny.nBixow- cnb^ 
a more woebegone picture can scarcely be imagined than that before m& 
nei»aad.thec&thi30ugh. the ^oomy cabin lay the viotimft of the fell malady, 
in eveiy stage of suffering, and in erery attrfcude of misery. Their cciaB and 
lamfiotinga JXBngled withtthe oreakiTig of the bulkheads and the jarring twang 
of the dirty lamp, whose irregular swing told plainly how^osoillatoix was our 
present. mntinn. I.tnme(i. from' the unpleasant sight, and was about ag^ to 
address myself to slumber. with what snccess I might, .when I started, at the 
sound of iLyoice.in th&yeiy. berth next to me, whose tones, once heard, there 
was no forgetting. . The words ran, as nearly as I can. recollect, thus : 

" Oh,,then».badluck.to ye for pig9, that ever brought me into the. like of 
this. Oh, Lord, there it is again." And here a slight intenniption to elo- 
quence took place;, .^donng^ which I was enabled.ta reflect upon the author of 
the complaint, who, I need not say, was Mrs. Mulrooney. 

" I think.a.littlevtay; weuhL settle my stomick, if I only could gpt it ; but 
what's the use .of talking in this horrid place ? They naver mind ma no more 
than if I was a pig. Steward, steward ! — oh, then, it's wishing.you well. I am 
for a steward.. Steward, Lsay !"— and thi& she reaUy did say^ with an energy. 
of YoiQe ami mamieE^thatatartled jnora than one sleeper^ " Oh^^ou're coming 
atlast,stewaDd."' 

" Ma'am," aaid.a little dapper and dirty personage in a bke jacket^ with a 
gisasy Tiftpi-fn Tii>gligftTi% thmwn ovfir one. arm. " ex qffcio" " Ma'am, did 
yon (in??'' 

" Call I— is.ib call? "No ; .but Tin roaring for youthis half houi:. Come here. 
Haye yon anjCioi the^ cozdiai dhropa agin, the sickness ?— you know what L 
mean." 

"Is it brandy, ma'to?" 
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•• No, it isn't brandy." 

'' We have got gin, ma'am, and bottled porter— €ider, ma'am, if you like." 

" Agb, no ! snre I want the dhrops agin the sickness." 

" Don't know, indeed, ma'am." 

" Ah, yon stupid creature ! Maybe you're not the real steward. Whaf 8 
your name?" 

« Smith, ma'am." 

" Ah, I thought so ! Go away, man, go away." 

This iiqunction, given in a diminftiendo cadence, was quickly obeyed, and 
all was silence for a moment or two. Once more was I dropping asleep, when 
the same voice as before burst out with — 

" Ami to die here like a haythen, and nobody to come near me P Steward! 
steward ! steward Moore, I say." 

" Who calls fne .^" said a deep sonorous voice from the opposite side of the 
cabin, while at the same instant a taU green silk nightcap, surmounting a very 
aristocratic-looking forehead, appeared between the curtains of the opposite 
bertL 

" Steward Moore !" said the lady again, with her eyes straining in the direc- 
tion of the door by which she expected him to enter. 

*' This is most strange," muttered the baronet, half aloud. " Why, madam, 
you are calling me /" 

" And if I am," said Mrs. Mulrooney, " and if ye heerd me, have ye no man- 
ners to answer your name, eh P Are ye steward Moore P " 

" Upon my life, ma'am, I thought so last night when I came on board! 
but you really have contrived to make me doubt my own identity." 

*' And is it there ye're lying on the broad of yer back, and me as sick as a 
dog foment ye P" 

" I concede, ma'am, the fact ; the position is a most irksome one on every 
account." 

'* Then why don't ye come over to me P" And this Mrs. Mulrooney said with 
a voice of something like tenderness— wishing at all hazards to conciliate so 
important a functionary. 

Why, really, you are the most incomprehensible person I ever met." 
I'm what P" said Mrs. Mulrooney, her blood rushing ta her face and tem- 
ples as she spoke — ^for the same reason as her fiEur townswoman is reported 
to have borne with stoical fortitude every harsh epithet of the language, until 
it occurred to her opponent to tell her that " the divil a bit better she was nor 
a pronoun ;" so Mrs. Mulrooney, taking " omne ignotum pro horribile," became 
perfectly beside herself at the unlucky phrase. " I'm what P Bepate it av ye 
dare, and I'U tear yer eyes out ! Ye dirty bla— guard, to be lying there at 
yer ease under the blankets, grinning at me. Whaf s your thrade— answer 
me that — av it isn't to wait on the ladies, eh P" 

'' Oh, the woman must be mad," said Sir Stewart. 
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" The devil a taste mad, my dear— I'm only sick. Now just oome over to 
me, like a decent creatine, and give me the dhrop of comfort ye have. Ck>me^ 
avick." 

"Go over to you?" 

" Ay, and why not P Or, if it's so lazy ye are, why then PU thiy and cross 
over to |«wr side." 

These words being accompanied by a certain indication of change of resi- 
dence on the part of Mrs. Mtibooney, Sir Stewart perceived there was no 
time to lose, and, springing from his berth, he rushed half-dressed through tiie 
cabin and up the companion-ladder, just as Mrs. Mulrooney had protruded a 
pair of enormous legs from her couch, and hung for a moment pendulous 
before she dropped upon the floor and followed him to the deck. A tre- 
mendous shout of laughter from the sailors and deck passengers prevented 
my hearing the dialogue which ensued ; nor do I yet know how Mrs. Mulrooney 
learned her mistake. Certain it is, she no more appeared amongst the pas- 
sengers in the cabin, and Sir Stewart's manner the following morning at 
breakfast amply satisfied me that I had had my revenge. 



CHAPTER X. 

UPSBT — UnS(J> — ASD BODY. 

No sooner in Liverpool, than I hastened to take my place in the earliest 
conveyance for London. At that time the Umpire coach was the perfection 
of fast trayelling; and, seated behind the box, enveloped in a sufficiency of 
broad-doth, I turned my face towards town with as much anxiety and as 
ardent expectations as most of those about me. AH went on in the regular 
monotonous routine of such matters until we reached Northampton, passing 
down the steep street of which town, the near wheel-horse stumbled and 
fell ; the coach, after a tremendous roll to one side, toppled over on the other, 
and with a tremendous crash, and sudden shock, sent all the outsides, myself 
among the number, flying through the air like sea-gulls. As for me, after 
describing a very respectable parabola, my angle of incidence landed me in a 
bonnet-maker's shop, having passed through a large plate-glass window, and 
destroyed more leghorns and dunstables than a year's pay would recompense. 
I have but slight recollection of the details of that occasion, until I found my- 
self lying in a very spacious bed at the George Lm, having been bled in both 
arms, and discovering by the multitude of bandages in which I was enveloped, 
that at least some of my bones were broken by the fall. That such fate had 
befallen my collar-bone and three of my ribs, I soon learned ; and was horror- 
struck at hearing from the surgeon who attended me, that four or five weeks 
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atiODOQ vmk a laige deduciaon from.' my Bijf.mpnA»' leara^ notx to* tUnlbof'tiie 
misery that awaited me for such a time, confined to my bed in an jutij wifiuni 
books, friends, or acquaintances. However, even this conldi be ramediBd by 
pitjunffl^ a]idj9nimaa0iung.iqiaUIooiiIdoommaiid» I "i)idedin|?timB^'' bntjiDt 
before I had completed a term of two months' imprisonment;, and bad ]» 
came, fBaiBafltoi8taiyatiop».s(mH#liiiig very liltt aJLiniig-.tnBiSBnoaBy;:. 

No aeooBD: honraMiv did. Lfari myBdlonee more-ciL Hko ii»d;.t]uinun|r 
sBidta>iOBe^.aiid Lfelt.myielf aa foil of> higjb. faopBtu[idibiia|yDair.ei^tMittiii^ 
ercE. It was* late at night whan Lazroed* in; TirfHidfm<. Idrnvet to ai^niiD^ 
bateLin. the.Weit-end; and. iha foUowiDg. morning: praeeededr te. BariBuo* 
Bsgun, bnntiDg^with. impatiflnne' to see my fnanda- tiie GalioBiiysi. atuLn^ 
cwmtall jny adTentniea^-for aal waatoo ill tQ:write:£6siiL:N«thaiqp1xiiQjaiL 
did.not vMi to entrnst to a atncoger the offiee-ofi' fitpiffpimifffi»ignT "^ ***«") 
Lindged thai- they mnst be eieeedingly uneaayroni my acooonlvaiidpietBXBd 
to myself the thonamd fimotiana my appeaiaiice- so indicatintof«iI]hiMs ^ranld: 
give rise to, and conld. soacoely avoid nmning in. my impttirmm tn hnrnmff 
more among them. How Lady Jane wonld meet me, I thought of over again 
and again ; whether the same cautious reserve awaited me, or whether her 
family's approval would have wrought a change in her reception of me, I 
burned to ascertain. As my thoughts ran on in this way, I found myself at 
the door; but was much alarmed, to paieeive that the closed window- 
shutters and dismantled look of the house proclaimed them from home. 
I rang the bell, and soon learned from a servant, whose face I had not seen 
bBfioan».that the family had gone to Eadaabont a- moutLbdOotes wil^ thein- 
tentiani of [pending the winter theia Lneedi net say how. gxiavaH^*tiii& 
piece of. inteUigenoe dis^pointed. ma,. and for a^ minutebor. tww'loeiiW .Tint 
collect my thonghts. At last the serraiii said» 

" tf yowhasie. anythingvery paitioxdai^aiiv that. my.lnwit!ffilM»ggE.oapA^ 
Lcan^ve youJiiaaddzeBS." 

" No, iiiank ypa— nothing ;" at the same tima.LimittBied to>myieli^ 'Til 
have .some occupation, fon him though^ ere long,. Tba faisoaig vmm. aliquiia 
wdl, didn'i yousay P''* 

" YeSy^siiv peifectly welL. My lord had only, a^diglit oold*'?' 

« Ak-r-ypa-^nd their address is ' Menzioe ;! very wniL!' 

So saying,..! turned fronL the doQi^,and,.mtkj9l(]9wrjBtep».tihaiLlbiid.ceKixM^ 
retojaied.to my. hoteL. 

My, immediate j:e8oLve,waa to set out fbr.Paiis ; my. seeond wae to Tisstriny 
uaole, ,Sir.Q]iyL(ai8q9ier>' firsts and, having explained. to himilie natnxeofinv 
ppsitioTi.andithe advaatageouspiospeets before me^ ^idemwa^rto indueehiiD. 
to . make, aome sd^tiemnot on Lady Jane, in the. eTent g£ my Gbtumnc^ ^ 
fiunily's caDsaoLto ; Qucmaoaage. Thia, from- his liking, great: peofpte miA 
and. laying-gpeat .^reaacuppa the^vantages oi otrnnemmx^ Ttl^^iyflf^ upmi aaa 
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mafatec c/L m^gtG8isdi&&alt^;. so that, attfaong^ myhopBtof hxj^ixiev 
clslay0d.mthfiir fkiMlmeixiv I bfilierod thorwem'only.idMnitto' be tliB 
securely realised. The* smuadof Last out for Blton; audi bj ten o'doafe at 
night i8aohaclio9( TmolB^hoiiBe; I famuLthb oidt g au Ua i n aa looting jiufc as 
I had Jefii; luHLiJurSdr jeKa<^heiom, ODB^lauiiBer.aJiitk«of gnsabmtihB left 'fiiofe 
'-ptsmBt^hmMj^ssmSb, post winet-'ttbasing bis secnoita forxobbingiiim — 
and diinkmffi iho*. Boket of-. W^Uingten^s^ bealth* enof night albBr supper ; 
which meal I bad mucb pleasure in surprising bim at on my aazfBl*— not 
hanng9BatesL ^nee: w^. dopastofr&omi Ijondont. 

'* \V^JQ[Ba9!li^sBidim|{naQk^wb^ bad lelib the* room, and 

wfi^d]Sff<)9» tbfts^dBrtabk:toithe.fn'to>diHRi»o!in'^^^ oomfiat^ 
''what.gQediiHad.bas blaim. ye«id(iiiitite*nu^.nij bey ^ forifo' odd enough 
fiye minntes before I beascl the i^iviieelii aD;.tbe->gr89id[ L wbr jiuternahing some 
good fellow wonjl join me at tbe grouse — and yon see-lJuve* bad-my wisb ! 
ThB'xdd dbasf, Lk^pose^ ' onb of oaab? Would not^some dsini bare for no- 
thing— ebP Come, lad, tell trutb; is it not soP" 

" Ti%, jiot eKaotiyj.snr;. but L raaUy! bad ratfafiErafc praMnt^talkabonb you 
than ahont my own matters, wbicb we can cbat over to^nunxDW. How do 
7ixDigBtno%,sir,vwii;bj tbe: SootcLatemod P' 

''He's a rogue, sir—a cbeat— a soonndzBl^ bob itia- lite-samewztk- tfaam 
atti; aBdyo«c.af»ain,,BBxc7--youct3onain,. tbat I bare roarad ficom bis infancy 
tft bft att]s.>bfflg (pleasBint topiofor mej)—^ oaaes na^morefonnffikiatfaeiest 
of them, and would neyer come near me, if it were not tbat, Hke yourself be 
wa» baxdxanJfor.money, andwaiii»d' to w^edJe meroutof admndcBd or -two." 

" Butvy^pnufoigA sir ;..Ltold ypuil bare notr come :wiibiauQb an obgeet/' 

" We'lLaea,tbai(si.Wi^]l£ee: tbatin. tbs jnoming;^' rBpliediliB^ with aniinom* 
dnloQS diakeso^ the bead . 

"But Glni^ sir— what baa»6u]^'done^' 

" What .basr-beinafc/diHiB f No > soonecdid ba^join^tbat popinjay; set: o£fei'- 
loiro, tbe. — tkbnssara; tfaaa.be ttiiikfidont.wbAi> be- Qdla^atfour^inrfaniddrag, 
whicLdxaggedniBe hundred pounda-out of* my poeikatj. Then bsibasigot a 
yacht at Cowes — a grouse mountain in Scotland^~«Bd baa^aoiaallyiKisen Tat* 
toaaUan uabnutadoidarito pprcbase the Wraoyngtonpaok of haoiecB/ which 
h& intends ta ke^. fosrtha: use of. the. ooipa»* Ll a wotd^ there is noti an 
amnsement ofi'thaUillaaraa s^poantyoud; jadasbofynhmnpagmi- dnmk at tbeic: 
mesi^.I don't.baar. myrsbaBein tha cosi oil. alLtbiougk the kind offioe9> of^ 
yoQcrwoithy conam^,Ouy Lorzaquer/'' 

This was an eaLeoedinglyrpleaaaat.aqgMi forion^ to beatrof. myoDusin'im 
dnlg^in er^y exoesasoCi^'foQliah eaLtrBi»g«Q)oa.by bisjiohaunciej while J^ the 
son of an elder brother, who unfortunately called me by bis own name, Haizy, 
remained the sub. in. a ^marching regimsntyv withjiot thsea* hnsdnad pounds 
a. yeftL-^above jny Ba]^,aBd.whom any extraragaoce, . if suchiiad beoiiproved 
against me, would have deprived of even' tbat smaiL aUowwaoe^ Ifcunfllflfr, 
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however, did not notice the chagiin with which I heard his narrative, but 
continaed to detail various instances of wild and reckless expense the fdiun 
possessor of his ample property had already lannched into. 

Anxious to say something without well knowing what, I hinted that pro- 
bably my good cousin would reform some of these days, and marry. 

"Many !" said my unde; " yes, that I believeds tiie best thing we can do 
with him ; and I hope nowthe matter is in good train— so the latest aoooimts 
say, at least." 

" Ah, indeed !" said I, endeavouring to take an interest where I really felt 
none, for my cousiiL and I had never been very intimate friends, and the dif- 
ference in our fortunes had not, at least to my thinking, been compensated by 
any advances which he, under the circumstances, might have made to me. 

" Why, Harry, did you not hear of it ?" said my unde. 
No ; not a word, sir." 

"Very strange, indeed— a great match, Harry— a very great matdj, 
indeed." 

" Some rich banker's daughter," thought L " What will he say when he 
hears of mff fortune P" 

" A very fine young woman, too, I understand— quite the belle of London 
— and a splendid property left by an aunt." 

I was bursting to tell him of my afiblr, and that he had another nephew, to 
whom, if common justice were rendered, his fortune wag as certainly made for 
life. 

" Guy's business happened this way," continued my unde, who was quite 
engrossed by the thought of his favourite's success. " The ^Either of the 
young lady met him in Ireland, or Scotland, or some such place, where he was 
with his regiment— was greatly struck with his manner and address— foimd 
him out to be my nephew— asked Him to his house— and, in fiict, almost 
threw this loviely girl at his head before they were two months acctuainted.'' 

" As nearly as possible my own adventure," thought I, laughing to myself. 

" But you have not told me who they are, sir," said I, dying to have Ms 
story finished, and to begin mne, 

" I'm coming to that— Fm coming to that. Guy came down here, but did 
not tdl me one word of his having ever met the family, but begged of me to 
give him an introduction to them, as they were in Paris, where he was going 
on a short leave ; and the first thing I heard of the matt» was by a letter 
from the papa^ demanding from me if Guy was to be my heir, and asking 
'how far his attentions in his family met with my approval.' " 

" Then how did you know, sir, that they were previously known to each 
other P" 

" The family lawyer told me, who heaf d it all talked over." 

" And why, then, did Guy get the letter of introduction from you, ythea Ib 
was already acquainted with them P" 
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" lam sore I cannot teD, except that yoa know he alwftys does everything 
imlike every one else, and to be sure the letter seems to have excited some 
amnsement. I must show you his answer to my first note to know how all 
was going on— for I felt very anxious about matters— when I heard from some 
person who had met them, that Guy was everlastingly in the house, and that 
Lord Gallonby could not Hve without him." 

"Lord who, sir P' said I, in a voice that made the old man upset his glass, 
and spring from his chair in horror. 

*' What the devil is the matter with the boy ? What makes you so pale P" 

"Whose name did you say at that moment, sir P" said I, with a slowness of 
speech that cost me agony . 

" Lord Callonby, my old scboolfeQow and fag at Eton." 

" And the lady's name, sir P" said I, in scarcely an audible whisper. 

'' I'm sure I forget her name ; but here's the letter from Guy, and I think 
he mentions her name in the postscript." 

X snatched rudely the half-opened letter from the old man, as he was vainly 
endeavouring to detect the place he wanted, and read as follows : 

" My adored Jane is all your fondest wishes for my happiness could picture, 
and longs to see her dear uncle, as she already calls you on every occasion." 
I read no more— my eyes swam— the paper, the candles, everything before me 
was misty and oonfosed ; and although I heard my uncle's voice still going 
on, I knew nothing of what he said. 

Fo9 some time my mind could not take in the fall extent of the base trea- 
chery I had met with, and I sat speechless and stupified. By degrees my 
^Msnlties became clearer, and with one glance I read the whole business, from 
my first meeting with them at Kiliush to the present moment. I saw that 
in their attentions to me,, they thought they were winning the heir of Elton, 
the future proprietor of fifteen thousand per annum. Erom this tangled web 
of heartless intrigue I turned my thoughts to Lady Jane herself. How had 
she betrayed me ! for certainly she had not only received, but encouraged my 
addresses — and so soon too ! To think that, at the very moment when my own 
Precipitate haste to see her had involved me in a nearly fatal accident, she was 
acinially receiving the attentions of another ! Oh, it vras too, too bad. 

But enough— even now I can scarcely dwell upon the memory of that mo- 
ment, when the hopes and dreams of many a long day and night were destined 
to be thus rudely bHghted. I seized the first opportunity of bidding my unde 
good night; and having promised him to reveal all my plans on the morrow, 
honied to my room. 

My phins ! alas, I had none !— that one fatal paragraph had scattered them 
to the winds ; and I threw myself upon my bed, wretched and almost heart- 
broken. 

I have once before in these " Confessions" claimed to myself the privilege, 
not inconsistent with a fall disclosure of the memorabilia of my life, to pass 
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BH^iiiy'Over '^UMe'i^ssages thebmihii of ^wbidiivns .Qobtppy, ndndiose 
memoryis Btill peinfoL 1 mastiiaw, ^thflrofoie, daim the '''hnafit iif tias 
act;" and beg of the reader to let me 'pass from this aad ^oriian ofanyJiiBtagr, 
ond'forthe^fdll'expreBsioii of my mansled lage, eon t wupin .Samp§taBkaaeBi>,mi 
sorrow, let me beg of him to reoeiye instead, <w]iat.a ^«»?w«f> .pope.tiDoe igm 
as his apology for not reading a ratiier p(^F8yllabio<wDidin?a Latin ietter- 
"As for tins," said he, looking at the plnrase in qnMtion, ".«xQp0aBitfiaid." 
So say I. And now, en route. 
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It was a cold TsvpereDing^in^Febnuiry, asl-aatin the odfesvoosDwofiheOlid 
Plough, in 'Cheltenham, Jmculhs c. LuctUh-'YiD compaaian sopre isy Julf- 
fmished decanter of port. I had drawn my ehair to the oonBr .of the4Bo^e 
fireplace, and in a half-dreamy state was reviewin g theimnieakB of miy«|a^ 
life, and like most men who, however yomig, haTO still toJaonotitafa&is jiiis- 
applied, opportnnities neglected, ^nnfitiess labour, and d iiMitiimi adlEDess. 
The dreary aspect of the hurge and ill-Qighted roomrHihe obsMmftained inns 
—the nnsodal look of everything and body about, snited^e ludiit«fmiy«BDl, 
and I was oniihe verge of becoming exoessively sentimental ;^te vntaUfcn 
silence, where several -people were present, had also its efeet 'qpun^K, od 
I felt oppressed and dejeeted. "(Bo «it 1 'for on honr; tfae^okok .over dbe 
mantel tidied sharply on--^he oM man in the brown smioat .hfld'toBiediin 
his chair, and now snored loiider-4he'genllenisn«who load ^eJJVswdiad^ipt 
the Chronicle, and I thought I saw him nodding ov«r Hor >a dve i liii nBiris. 
The father who, with a raw* son of about nineteen, had dinfldftttcoix^isabilill 
and motionless opposite his offspring, and only'breakiiig;ihe'dlnio&*«oiind 
by the grating of tiie'deeanter as he posted it aerosstke -tabb. mietooly 
thing denoting active existence, was a little,^iifarivd]lediiUBi,ioiho,i9Kil;hii9W- 
tacles on his forehead and hotel slippers on hi»feet,tiapid]^yMipafited op and 
down, occasionally stopping at his table to flip a IM^^weak^lo^aqgaq^. 
which was his moderate potation for two hours. I hiwe'been poriiBOivin 
chronicling these few and apparently trivial cxronmstanees, for by«tihitqneie 
trifles are our greatest and most important movements induced I Hid'^e 

near wheeler of the Umpire been only safe on his forelegs, and ^botitetane 

continue. The gloom and melancholy which beset me momentadfyiBBrsased. 
^ut three months before, and my prospects presented everyttingiiftHras 



^fimest'iidfl l B iglitodt "^»npw - all 4fae ^tme wsfdaiic rand dianiaL :lQnn,any 
"iBest -faieiiJEb •ooidd cieaioely avoid <eiivy .at my iortime— ^now; 'iny 'rmsnes 
inigbt-^flimost-exoEte eompaaeion even in an. enBmy. It was singiilar eoxsaf^Jt^ 
'ttadlthaaidmot l&e'to aokss^ledgeit, vwnre not^tiMae ''CQnfeBBio]is".iii ikeir 
Teryna^oie intended to ^sclose the very penetialiAof my haait-^bat win gnlftr 
it oertaiiilpwas— <fliiid«o I haveidways felt it since, mhsai r8flecftiiig.Qii Jk — 
that aHhoogh maoh-aiiid mtrmly attaohed'to Lady. Jaae^Gallonby,. and iMimg 
most acutely "whst I must call her abandonment of me, yet, thBoaoLOstoon- 
staiitlyieciining ideaof my mind on'the^sdbjeot ms, what idll the meas^ay? 
— what unU 'tiiey think at head-qoartero P-*the xaallsiy, tiie jcstbag, thehalf- 
conceaiediilfaffiion, thetone of assamodc(m!paiBion,Jk3vddchaU awaited me,4is 
each of my eomfadestooknp his line of behovinsr towaids mcj-wia, after'OU, 
the most difficult thing to be borne, and I absolutely dreaded to join my legi- 
mentmore thoionshly than did ever sdioolbc^to Tetom to hisialxnir'jon the 
expiration of his holidays. I had framed to myself all numer of iwagps.of 
ayoiding this dread event ; sometimes I meditated on ezehangeJntaaaid&ioaa 
corps-^Mmfi^naes ^to 'lovire the army altogether, fifmrarer I tuxnad the 
^SSm ofer inrmymBid, immmeraUe diffionlties preaented themfldma ; and I 
was at last Tedaeed to that stand-still point, in which, after (oaatimial ^vaaUla- 
tion, one only waits for the slightest impulse of persuasion from aeosyiflr, to 
adopt any, noiBiatter what suggestion, in* this> enviable frameof jmnd I sat 
Bippmgmy wine, ami watching the oloek forthat<hoi]r.at whinh, wiih«a safe 
f^^^ence, OE might- reftkc to my bed, ^when the waiter xaaiidaQB by dflmond- 
ing if my name was Mr. IiorregaBr,'for'that ^a gentleman hofiDg seen my 
^^ inthe bar, 'had'heennsuddng inqcdfy^for^eoEwnBr of it .aUibxaugh ihe 
hotd. 

" Yes;*'-4iaidT!, "such isTny iBame ; bat 'I .-ammot'aaquainted-wilh any ime 
here, that 1-can rememberf ' 
""Thesgentleman has -only amved/an faomr singe ^bytirn liondan m aaJ , eir;<aiid 

At this moment, a tall, dashing-looking, half-swc^etiBg .fBUow,.in aTwry 
^(Bent envelope of 'b(n:^eoatB,'entQved the eQffee<n>Qm,.aiid unwinding a 
^Wl from his throat, showed me the>faoB08t and^maniysoimtenanee of my 
^ead Jack Waller, 6f ^1die-«-4h<dragoons, with -whom I had aerved iin the 
^WflBBttla. 

live nmmtes'iBtiffieed '£or Jack'-to tell methot hewas confficdspwn an>a bold 
speculation at this unseaaonable'timefor Ohritenfaam ; that hetwas'qidte snre 
misfortune was about to be made in a fyfmwetia at farthest; and what seemed 
^i^ly as ' engrosBiz^ a-icypic—^hat 'he was perfectly £Bmi^iBd,.and deaiied a 
iiot supper, *^demt^' 

Jack having despatched this agreeable meed with a ti«fafl.er?6 MppsUke, 
Pit)eeeded<to.tinfoldiiis'xdBDs^to'm0«asi|QQ(iw^ : 

There resided somewhere near Cheltenham— in what dixcotion he .did -^t 
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absolutely know— an old East India odonel, who had returned from a log^ 
oareer of snooessfnl staff daties and goyemment contracts, witii the moderate 
f ortone of two hnudred thousand. He possessed, in addition, a son and a 
daughter ; the fonner, being a rake and a gambler, he had long since con- 
signed to his own deyices, and to the latter he had avowed his intention of 
leaving aU his wealtL That she was beautiful as an angel— highly accom- 
plished— gifted— agreeable— and all that. Jack, who had never seen her, was 
firmly convinced ; that she was also bent resolutely on marrying him, or any 
other gentleman whose churns were principally the want of money, he was 
quite ready to swear to; and, in fact, so assured did he fed that "the whole 
affiur was feasible" (I use his own expression), that he had managed a two 
mouths' leave, and was come down express, to see» make love to, and cany 
her off at once. ' 

''But," said I, with difficulty inteirupting him, ''how long have jou 
known her father P' 

" Known him P I never saw him." 

"Well, that certainly is cooL ' And how do you propose making his ac- 
quaintance P Do you intend to make him a partux^ crimtMu in the elope- 
ment of his own daughter, for a consideration to be hereafter paid out of his 
own money P** 

" Now, Harry, you've touched upon the point in which, you must confess, 
my genius always stood uniivalled. Acknowledge, if you are not dead to gra- 
titude—acknowledge how often should you have gone supperless to bed in 
onr bivonacs in the Peninsula^ had it not been for the ingenuity of your 
humble servant— avow, that if mutton was to be had, and beef to be purloined 
within a circuit of twenty miles round, our mess certainly kept no fast days. 
I need not remind you of the cold morning on the retreat Icom Burgos, when 
the inexorable Lake brought five men to the halberds for stealing turkeys, 
that at the same moment I was engaged in devising an ox-tail soup, from a 
heifer brought to our tent in jack-boots, the evening before, to escape deteo- 
tion by her foot tracks." 

" True, Jack, I never questioned your Spartan talent ; but this affiair, time 
considered, does appear rather difficult." 

"And if it were not, should I have ever engaged in it P No, no, Bbny. I 
put all proper value upon the pretty girl, with her two hundred thousand 
pounds pin-money. But I honestly own to you, the intrigue, the scheme, has 
as great charm for me as any part of the transaction." 

"Well, Jack, now for the plan, then !" 

"The pkn! oh, the pkn! Why, I have several; but since I have seen you, 
and talked the matter over with you, I have begun to think of a new mode of 
opening the trenches." 

"Why, I don't see how I can possibly have admitted a sbgle new ny of 
light upon the affair^" 
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" Theie yon are quite wrong. Just hear me out without intenuption, and 

rn explain.' PIl frst discover the locale of this worthy oolpnel— 'Hydrabad 

Cottage' he caDs it ; good, eh P—then I shall proceed to make a tour of the 

immediate jicnaty, and either be taken dangerously ill in his grounds, within 

ten yards of the hall-door, or be thrown from my gig at the gate of his avenue 

and &actnre my skull; I don't much care which. Well, then, as I learn the 

old gentleman is the most Idnd, hospitable fellow in the world, he'll admit 

me at onoe; his daughter will tend my sick couch— nurse— read to me; 

glorious fan, Harry ! I'll make fierce love to her. And now, the only point 

to be decided is whether, having partaken of the colonel's hospitality so 

freely, I ought tp carry her off, or marry her with papa's consent. You see 

there is much to be said for either line of proceeding." 

"I certainly agree with you there ; but since you seem to see your way so 
clearly up to that point, why, I should advise you leaving that an ' open 
question,' as the ministers say when they are hard pressed for an opinion." 

" WeU, Harry, I consent ; it shall remain so. Now for four part, for I 
havenowcome to that." 

"MneP* said I, in amazement; "why, how can I possibly have any 
character assigned me in the drama?" 

*'Tll tell you, Harry ; you shall come with me in the gig in the capacity of 
my valet.". 

''lonr what ?" said I, horror-struck at- his impudence. 

" Gome, no nonsense, Harry ; you'll have a glorious tune of it— shall choose 
as becoming a livery as you like — ^and you'll have the whole female world 
bebw stairs dying for you ; and aU I ask for such an opportunity vouchsafed 
to you is to puff me, your master, in every possible shape and form, and re- 
present me as the finest and most liberal fellow in the world, rolling in wealth, 
and only striving to get- rid of it." 

The unparalleled effix)ntery of Master Jack, in assigning to me such an 
<jfioe, absolutely left me unable to reply to him; while he continued to expatiate 
upon the great field for exertion thus open to us both. At last it occurred 
to me to benefit by an anecdote of a something similar arrangement, of cap- 
t^^, not a young lady, but fk fortified town, by retorting Jack's pro- 
position. 

"Come," said I, " I agree, with one only difference— I'll be the master and 
you the man on this occasion." 

To my utter confusion, and without a second's consideration. Waller 
grasped my hand, and cried, " Done !" Of course I laughed heartily at the 
utter absurdity of the whole scheme, and' rallied my friend on his prospects 
of Botany Bay for such an exploit, never contemplating in the most remote 
^^ree the commission of such extravagance. 

Upon this. Jack, to use the expressive French phrase "prit la parole," 
touching, with a master-like delicacy, on my late defeat among the Callonbys 

G 
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j[wluidiiiptoiihie,Jii0ianiIbeii0rQdl^ bMaqMMBinpon 

:tlie j^KOspect of W lepMEoig tiiat iiiulQgrfciaiB> nd ditabiing a fotee oqdt 
«idaa% larger; lie oaotioosly abitnaed ton imgitioniiig ike psnaal 
ebmiDs of the fmiBg lady* «appo0QK :£n)m K^lack^BUMe ink, ^ my 
lieirt had not jk leoDTeied tlie abodLof djady. Jane'a peifidy, andxa&Brpie- 
f aocred to dwell «paa tke eieope smsti a manaage .would open to me from 
the moekery of the maga-tahle, tiae jeiting «f my iBsothflr offieen, ud tiie 
iife-loiig jniJlBiy of "the aflmcQ, w^aRsrer iihe etary iwriMiri 

Xhe fiitfdiudliigr «f my dk(poeitiaD, «o oftea jmi so frihlclir chraDu^ in 
tbeie " GoBfaaakaMt^^'^the openoettifco he kd thither any oie miflU; tahetk 
tcouhle to Qondnet ne— the easy indiSBmiae iU aeaameaoiy^fteHBtQr whidi 
might be pressed upom xne, l^ chesoe, aeeidont, or daaign, anetad hymj 
abwe of three flaekaof ohampagne, induQfid ne-fet io lirtaaHQiflB to attend 
to--«ocw after to angseat^-and fina%« aboliiielytoa^^ 
propoaal whieh* at aoy other mflanont, I miet Juura negHded aa domm^ 
iuMiiilgr. As the dlook atrook two, I had jost afind my nane ^to^fln agree- 
ment ; for Jack Waller had so much of method in his wia^^«y Hig^ feaifilfl^ 
my letractiQg in the monuBg, he had committed^ whcJe to wxitkigjidiicb, 
as a specimen of Jack's legal talents, I copyfiaom Ihe oiigiaaL dflewmant, wf 
inn^ poeeesflkn. 

''The Plough, Cheltenham, Tuesday night or morning, two o'clock— be the 
same more or less. I, Munej iioneqaer, sab. in his H^eai/s «-4iL Begkuent 
of foot, on the one "jpvi, and I« John Walk];, oommoidy called Ja^lF&lIer, 
lof the— *thl4^J>nigooaA> on the oitiber, herein pfamiae and agie^ ead 
ioar luBMelf, mimA one for the trthoc, to tiie fqUlowiog oonditioDS, whi^are 
ikereafter«iS|jeined» to wiifc, the atoaaaid Jaok Waller is to aecre, obegr, ssd 
inimh^ ioUaw the afoononlaQBed IBany Loixeqiier, for ik» apase of m 
month of four weeks ; conducting himself in all respeets, modes, ways, vm- 
aers, as his, the afoifiBatd Loneaver'e own man^akip, valet, or to&fly— duly 
pcaiaing, poffingt and landing the afoseaaid Losfaqner, and "in ei?ery ^7 
feeilitaiing lu8:Sitfxess to the hand and fortaae of-- ^-^ 

" %iall ire pot iniier name, Hiarry, here V* mad Sudk. 

''I think not-; we'llMittipinTendl; that -lookB very ^BOwing.** 

" at the end of which period, if successful in his suit, the aforeeaid 

Hany Loixegaer is to render to the aforesaid WaU^ihe sum of ien^ousand 
pounds three and a half per cent., with a faithful cyaoharge in wiilkig for fais 
aerviaes, as may he. If, on the other iiand, and whidi Hearen foiiHd! "the 
aforeaaidIieKEeq«flrMinohftaining the handof-— ^,'iliat he will efaeoste 
i^ tenito^ within twelve hoiflonB, and xepabing to a coinFeBlent apotededed 
by the afoveaaid Walkr, i^en and time daly inivest himsdlf with a Izrei; 
chosen by the aforesaid Waller-'—^ 

^'Zan know, eaoii man iiaea his ehoiee inthk particukE,^ 4Mdd 7aok 

*'-*<-^^ad* iac :the iq^iaee of four eakadar waeka,^ mAo 4iie >albiesaid 
Waller as his skip, or valet, receiving, in the event of success, the like com- 
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pePMtoiii;rfMPWi'fi, ipnufa pEomisioff stxioUjr to iDamtacn the kms of this 

agnemflDt,.ad.biiidaiig,l9^a«Dlfim^ of e^vryxii^ 

appertunkif iofbk iomac eogaHikfn, for the qpaw <tf time there mmtioiied.^ 

WesignfidjuidfieflMit£EiRQaqy, «nd£^ to MspeziMi 

latifeatkBL Iifi0.d0BQ, aad aftera Jieaik^fkhake liaDd«,*iro 

tiffed for tbjiii^ 

The £rst thing I saw on waking the following morning was Jack Walkr 
standing beside my bed, evidentlj in excellent spirits with himself and all the 

world. 

" Hairy, my boy, Thme done it gloriously," said be. **I only^Temeiiibered 
on pasting with yon last night, that one of the most nutfked fe atmes in our 
oldcolonePsidiaracterisa certain yagne idea he has somewkesepidcedup 
that he has been at some yeryTemote period of his history a most distin- 
guished officer. Tins notion, it appears, haunts his mind, and he absobitely 
believes he has been in every engagement from the Seven Tears' War down to 
the battle of Waterloo. You cannot mention a siege he did not lay down 
the first paaHel for, nor a storming party where be did not lead the forbm 
hope J andthfsre jb not a regiment in the service, from those that formed the 
fighting brigade of Hcton, down to the London trainbands, with which, to 
use his own phzaae, be has not fought and bled. This mania of heroiam is 
droll enongl^ when one considers that the sj)here of bis action was necessarily 
so limited; but ^ ve have every reason to be thankfd for the peculiarity, 
as yoii'fl say, wben 1 inform you that this morning I despatched a basty mes- 
senger to his villa, with a most polite note, setting forth that ' as Mr. Lorre- 
Quef— ay^ Harry, all aboveboard— there is nothing like it— ' as Mr. Lorrequer, 
of ihe—Qj, ^ras collecting for publication sucb mateiials as might serve to 
<^^ffiuiiemoiate the distinguished achievements of British officers, v^o bave, at 
aoy time, been in cDmmand, he most respectfoDy requests an interview with 
^onel Kamvorth, whose distinguished services, on many gallant oocasions, 
have called forfh the unqualified approval of his Majesty's govenmient. Mr. 
LonBQaer's stay is necessarily limited to a few days, as lie proceeds from this 
to Tisit Lcffd Aziglese^, and, tbereforei, would bumbly su^^ as early a 
^jeetmg as nuiy suit CJolond 2L's convenienoe.* "Wbat think jrou Jiow ? Is 
tnis a master-stiok^ or not ?" 

Why, certainly, we are ,in for it now,*" said I, drawing adeep sigh. * But, 
Jact, what is all this? "Why, you're in fivery abready f 

I now, for the first time, j)erceived that Waller was .arrayed in a very 
oficorous suit of dark grey, with cord aborts and boots, and looked a very 
«iJJwiDg style of servant for the aide of a tilbury. 

"loubke it, do you? "WeD, I should have prefisrred something a little 
"lore showy myself ; Init as you chose this last night I jtf eouxse ga^e way ; 
'aii after all, I believe you're right— it certainly is iffiat" 

"BidI choose it last night? IbavenotthesKglrtestjMOtaieetlonof it" 

g2 
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" Tes, you irere most particalar about the length of the waistcoat and tiie 
height of the cockade, and you see I have followed yonr oiden tolenUy 
dose ; and now, adieu to sweet eciuality for the season, and I am yonr most 
obedient servant for four weeks-— see that you make the most of it" 

While we were talking, the waiter entered with a note addressed to me, 
which I rightly coigectnred could only come from Colonel EamwartL Itnm 
thus: 

" Colonel Eamworth feds hi^ily flattered by the polite attentioiL of Mi. 
Loirequer, and will esteem it a particuLar favoor if Mr. L. can aSosd lum 
the few days his stay in this part of the country will permit, by spendingtiiem 
at Hydrabad Cottage. Any information as to Colond Eamworth's services 
in the four quarters of the e^obe, he need not say, is entirely at Mr. L's 
disposal 

" Cdond K. dines at six precisely." 

"When Waller had read the note through, he tossed his hat up in the air, 
and, with something little short of an Indian whoop, shouted out^ 

'* The game is won already ! Harry, my man, giye me the dieqne for ie 
ten thousand: she is your own this minute.'* 

Without participatbg entirely in Waller's exceeding delight^ I could sot 
help feeling a growing interest in the part I was advertised to perfomii and 
hegan. my rehearsal with more spirit than I thought I should have been able 
to command. 

The same evening, at the same hour as that in whidi on the preceding 
night Isat lone and comfortless by the coffee-room fire, I was seated opposite 
a very pompous, respectable-looldbg old man, with a large, stiff queue of white 
hair, who pressed me repeatedly to fill my glass and pass the decanter. Tbs 
room was a smalllibrary, withhandsomdy-fittedshdves; there were butfom 
chairs, but eadi would have made at least three of any modem one; the 
curtains, of deep crimson doth, effectually secured the room bom drsngH 
and the cheerful wood fire blashig on the hearth, which was the only light in 
the apartment, gave a most inviting look of comfort and snugness to every- 
thing. "This," thought I, "is all excellent, and however the adventureen^ 
this is certainly pleasant, and I never tasted better Madeira." 

" And so, Mr. Lorrequer, you heard of my affair at Cantantrabad, irbsn. I 
took the Bajah prisoner P" 

"Tes," said I; "the Goyemor-General mentioned the gallant business the 
very last time I dined at Goyemment House." 

"Ah, did he? kind of him, thougL Wdl, sir, I recdved two lacs of 
rupees on the morning after, and a promise of ten more if I would permit him 
to escape ; but no— I refused flatly." 

"Is it possible! And what did you do with the two lacs?-— sent them 
bad[, oi course—" 
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^'No, that I didn't; the wretches know nothing of the use of money. 
No, no; I have them this moment in good Government security. I believe 
I never mentioned to you the storming of Java. Eill yourself another 
glass, and Tfl describe it all to you, for it will be of infinite consequence 
that a troe narrative of this meets the public eye— they really are quite 
ignonmt of it. Here, now, is Fort Cornelius, and there is the moat ; the 
sugar-basin is the citadel, and the tongs is the first trench ; the decanter 
will, represent the tall tower towards the south-west angle, and here, the 
wineglass— this is me. Well, it was a little after ten at night that I got the 
order from the general in command to march upon this plate of figs, which 
vas an open space before Tort Cornelius, and to take up my position in front 
of the fort, and with four pieces of field artillery— these walnuts here— to be 
leady to open my fire at a moment's warning upon the sou'-west tower ; but, 
my dear sir, you have moved the tower; I thought you were drinking 
Madfflra. As I said before, to open my fire upon the sou'-west tower, or, if 
'"ficessary, to protect the sugar-tongs, which I explained to you was the 
trench. Just at the same time the besieged were making preparations for a 
sortie to occupy this dish of almonds and raisins— the high ground to the 
left of my position— put another log on the fire, if you please, sir, for I can- 
not see myself— I thought I was up near the figs, and I find myself down 
near the half-moon " 

"It is past nine," said a servant, entering the room;, "shall I take the 
carriage for Miss Kamworth, sir ?" 

This being the first time the name of the young lady was mentioned since 
^7 atrival, I felt somewhat anxious to hear more of her, in which laudable 
desire I was not, however, to be gratified, for the colonel, feeling considerably 
*^"K)yed by the interruption, dismissed the servant by saying, 

' What do yon mean, sirrah, by coming in at this moment P Don't you see 
^ UQ preparing for the attack on the half -moon P Mr. Lorrequer, I beg your 
P^on for one moment ; this fellow has completely put me out ; and besides, 
M^erceive you have eaten the flying artillery, and, in fact, my dear sir, I shall 
be obliged to lay down the position again." 
^^ With this praiseworthy interest the colonel proceeded to arrange the 

^'^''i^P' of our dessert in battie array, when the door was suddenly thrown 
^^ and a very handsome girl, in a most becoming demi4oilette, sprang into 
^ room, and either not noticing, or not caring, that a stranger was present, 
^'^^ herself into the old gentieman's arms, with a degree of empressemmt 
exceedingly vexatious for any third and unoccupied party to witness. 

Hary, xny dear," said the colonel, completely forgetting Java and Fort 

^^elius at once, "you don't perceive I have a gentieman to introduce to 
you— Mir. Lorrequer, my daughter. Miss Kamworth," Here the young lady 

CjJrtseyed somewhat stifly, and I bowed reverently; and we all resumed 

Peaces. I x^yf found out that Miss Kamworth had been spending the pre- 
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eedxngfoiiT or fbe dssys at a Mend's in the seighbcnirbooit and faaipsflfetied 
coanng homo somewhiit; tmezpeetecHy to--w«itm^ for her onm (amaga 

My ^ Gonfessioiis,'' if leoorded wiMiMi from the notes cf tbrfrfonrimb 
sojoDtm, would only increase tiie already too prcdix aa^naiiiieRatiiif datab 
of this chapter of my life; I need only ny, timt tvithoot iiBaagmkm'9^ 
llkry Samwwfch, I Mr prodigion^ disposed thereta 9be nw exftRm^ 
pretty, had a foot and aside to swear by, tile most ahv^y^OBBdvoiBeldmit 
ever heard, and » certain witdiery and aidiness- of manier thafe hf its ^07 
tantalising nnoectainty eontimiany pztiwked attention^ and hf suggestiBg i 
cBffienlty in tiieioad to snooass, imputed a more tbaar eoDmoB: ant in h 
porsait. 9ie wis a littie, a very little bkur— nther a dafoU«epmtiir"'okKiBs' 
tiuQi a real diseiple. Yet siie made coQeetfoni ef mmsflk^ tni kinii 
beetles, and cryptogamnv, md varionfl oHier hflUHUoyatibnrdBMBa'flf the oor 
tion, hiiinitesinidly amaH in their subdivision; ivnanrof wiiiafrltila? 
interest^ save in the ezeiise* tliey gaire te* aoeonpaQfiii^f bar in hoPTn^ 
phaeton. This wae, however, 9 rare ]^— ly^ahiwft nymyTHMwiii^fiirMMt 
tiiree or ftmr honia^ I was oM^ed'te sit oppointiB the-odiBtt]; ct^gagedk^ 
eompilation of that namttive of hi» deeds, wbkih WB'ta edignriiK emmfi 
Napoleon, and leave Wellington's hrarelaBiit avwyittted^lMlHiiDCBBpi' 
risen. In thi» agreeable oeenpation did !E pnaa iiii' graaterparisof oy^i 
listening to the insufferable prolixity of the most proHz of oalSHia^aii^ 
times, notwitkstandiBsr liie pnipiiiqaity of niatixmhip^ wiiiaib awnitBd us, 
almost regretting that he was not blown np in^any erf thariauMWiu u iitaiwr 
his memoir abounded wiHu I may here mention^ thai wMa nyixtanEyUioiii 
was tiras progressing; the yoimg liKty oontteutd WawM^^ 
indeed, witii me for her oompanioiiy bat WalleB'— for CQlmmLimiKA 
"having remarked the steadinesa and pwpf i efcy of «y anna^fettBg*scniplft is 
sending him out to drive Ifisa Kamworth," pariaenlarly aa. I gig^hiBLafliost 
exeeUent ehareeter for eviBry virtaemider heaven; 

I most hasten on. The li»t ev«mng of my fomrwadaii 'vani dnwm? to 1 
ckoe. Colcmel Samworth had pressed* me to prohnig'iay visi^ eaAls^ 
waited for Waller's return from Cheltenham^, whidier I had fmot]m:fatrsi 
letters, to make anmgonente with him ta disolve me taai m|^ridieiii<nis 
bond, andaeeept the inyitatixm. We wore sitting- rooad tiie liBBBiy fitt> ^ 
colonel, aa^ usoai, nazntmg his early deeds and haoEubreadtk'aeBpeft} Ma^ 
embroidering an indeseribabls something; wluch evezy evamng* mads its ^9" 
peanmoe, but seemed never to advance, was rather in better apiiiliB ^ 
usual, atthesame time her mflinsr was nervous and unoertaiB; imd I coB^ 
perceive, by her freqnent abaeBce of mind, that Jier tHongfata were ao^ ^ 
nmoh oecupied by tiie. siege .of Java aa her worihy fiitber* believed ^^ 
Tllfithout laying any stress apon the dronmstaoee, I nmsfe yet avovt^ 
Waller^s not having retumed from Cheltenham gaye me somauneadnessjav^ 
Imore than once had tec^nrse to the bell to demand if "my aeniaBtliai<»^ 



of Jifiac/s^feeiBriiiebalf embHOSSBm^t^ halfdcoUary, with wluoh shelistened 

totiieqQBGii(»».aadlieaKdiiieainswermtfa^ Simper aifekDgtbinMlft 

iteflppouanao^ aadIaBkedthe9ervaDtw]iawated''if m^iunhad to 

me aa^ ktteiB,*' raryiagimf bugadsyix^GOBOOtlisis^taaMy-y aad agun Xheamdi 

110 faad'aot ssteoBd*- Itaaolvizig aov to piopoae in aUloxm ftn JidSst Kamv 

wstli. tils sect mflaBiibft sodibrrelGBning' tim ookmeL to mj^ viila Sir Gaf^ 

a»a^ wikrflft I cooM^iiA'diffiealtiea^ I mhed. tiiem good night, and to- 

tired; not, however, before the colonel had warned me that they were tk^bwci 

a excanlQ]K.to>ttDifi8 -j^aot in tiie seighb(nudloeii.the nexidaf^aiid. begsi^ 

^to I might beis tirbiiraddMMnmm at nine, as they were tor aMsmUeAere 

&om aU parts, and start early on the expedition. I was in. a amutd aiee^te 

^mig'imaiiiigv^en » gesaOa tap at the door smoke me;, arti the same 

time I recognised the voice of the colonel's servant, saying, '' Mr; jMsaqm^ 

lsteakteiiiw«ting,8iy.'' 

I sprang np at once, and replying "YezT^edl, I riuJI oomt down,"' pia. 
ceideit^dtanihidlliMte, battomyheerarloonldnotdiBMiii &yest%6of 
luydoilearr m^btsgrmatinBA of ^ hal>iiiiiMaitB IposacsMd^ only tite eby 
beft ag cwi iay poitaantoaa had dkappaxedL Mtu a^moat dflli^ataevohy 
^<^i8nr9ie»da»ar(ittBrma<»TnBK(^then)0itt a' stnidl. bundle tied ti|» ht e 
hsM&encidfl^ oa evening winch I pereemd it newt mdt of liveey of tinrmoat 
SSodyaiiitidMiwf desodptionf tiie ^est and bnadie* of yellow plnshy with 
light bine bindiaigrfliiifl koe, (tf wMdi eoknirwtui ateo thecaal^ which had: d 
sta&dbg oolhxr aad hoge oojffii^ deeply onnuMSitedwitlLWoriBed butto&holea 
^ large buttons. Asl turned the tidnga over; without even a> goess^ of 
what ttey^ootdd. meaz]^ for f yma searcely well awaik^ X peisexved a amaHaiip 
of paper ftatened to the ooat-sleeve, npon widoh^ in. WaUer'a haaAmaiiag^ 
the fi^\ring few words wiQiewntteai :: 

"The finery 1 hope will fit jou, ael am nrtfaer pnticolar about how yoit'Jl 
^<H>k. Gel qniefclsrdown tt» the sl;able'yBid,{nd.diX9Bthe:tilbiiry inta€hdien' 
^ ^ii^iere wait fopfortber oiderfrfiniik^ycnir ]q^ 

Tbehnnil^iiUflnyoftbisw^ddeampaotiuUypangd^ Thatlshould 

put (m sndk lidienloTi^ trtmipery was out of tile qneation : yet what was to be 
done? . I raqg the'befl tiolenay. " Where are my dkithes, Thomas P' 
"Don't Imow, air; I wn&ont all iha morning, sir, and nerer seed tiiemi." 
'^Thare, Thomas Be amort: sow, and send them/ np, will yon?" IDiomee 
di8iii|)pdaa:ed, aad speedily zetomed to si^, '^l^uit my dothe* ctmld. not be 
ftmaiaoiywhei^; no cm knew anything of l^iem, and begged me to coaae 
down, as Mise^Kamw^rth desired 1dm to saythat they wese still wniiingi^aBd^ 
bei^ied Mr. Lonequerwoidd not make an elaborate ^ 
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going on a ootintry excursion." An elaborate toilette ! IwishtoHeaTenshe 
saw my costume ; no. Til never do it. "' Thomas, you must tell the ladies, 
and the colonel too, that I feel very ill; I am not able to leave my bed; 1 
am subject to attacks— very violent attacks in my head, and must idvays be 
left quiet and alone— perfectly alone— mind me, Thomas— for a day at least." 
Thomas departed; and as I lay distracted in my bed, I heard, firom the 
breakfast-room, the loud laughter of many persons, evidently enjoying xms 
excellent joke. Could it be me they were laughing at P The tiiou^t was 
horrible ! 

"Colonel Kamworth wishes to know if you'd like the doctor, sir," said 
Thomas, evidently suppressing a most inveterate fit of lau^phing, as he again 
appeared at the door. 

'* No, certamly not," said I, in a voice of thunder. " What the devil are you 
grinning at P" 

''lou may as well come, my man; you're found out; they all know it 
now," said the fellow, with an odious grin. 

I jumped out of the bed, and hurled the boot-jack at him with all my 
strength ; but had only the satisfaction to hear him go down stairs chuckliiig at 
his escape ; and as he reached the parlour, the increase of mirth and the bnd- 
ness of the laughter told me that he was not the only one who was meiiy at 
my expense. Anything was preferable to this. Down stairs I resolved to go 
at once— but how P— a blanket, I thought, would not be a bad thing, and par. 
ticularly as I had said I was ill ; I could at least get as far as Colonel Kam- 
worth's dressing-room, and explain to him the whole affair; but then, if I 
was detected en route/ which I was almost sure to be, with so many people 
parading about the house. No, that would never do ; there was but one 
alternative, and dreadful, shocking as it was, I could not avoid it, and with a 
heavy heart, and as much indignation at Waller for what I could not but 
consider a most scurvy trick, I donned the yellow inexpressibles ; next came 
the vest, and last the coat, with its broad flaps and lace excrescences, fifty 
times more absurd and merry-andrew than any stage servant who makes off 
with his table and two chairs amid the hisses and gibes of an upper galleiy. 

If my costume leaned towards the ridiculous, I resolved that my air and 
bearing should be more than usually austere and haughty; and with some- 
thing of the stride of John Kemble ia Coriolanus, I was leaving my bedroom, 
when I accidentally caught a view of myself in the glass ; and so mortified, so 
shocked was I, that I sank into a chair, and almost abandoned my resolution 
to go on ; the very gesture I had assumed for my vindication only increased 
the ridicule of my appearance ; and the strange quaintness of the costome 
totally obliterated every trace of any characteristic of the wearer, so infer- 
nally cunning was its contrivance. I don't think that the most saturnine 
martyr of gout and dyspepsia could survey me without laughing. With a 
bold effort I flung open my door, hurried down the stairs, and reached the 
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hall The first person I met was a kind of pantry-boy, a beast only lately 
emancipated from the plough, and destined, after a dozen years' training as a 
ser7ant, a^ to be turned back to his old empby for incapacity; he grinned 
horribly for a minute as I passed, and then, in a half whisper, said, 

"Maester, I adidse ye ran for it ; they're a waiting for ye with the con- 
stables in the justice's room." I gaye him a look of contemptuous supe- 
riority, at which he grinned the more, and passed on. 

Without stopping to consider where I was going, I opened the door of the 
breakfj2st-parlour, and found myself at one plunge in a room fall of 
people. My first impulse was to retreat again ; but so shocked was I at the 
Toy first thmg that met my sight, that I was perfectly powerless to do any- 
thing. Among a considerable number of people who stood in small groups 
tonnd the breakfiast-table, I discerned Jack Waller, habited in a very accu- 
late black frock and dark trousers, supporting upon his arm—shall I confess 
-^uo less a person than Mary Eamworth, who leaned on him with the fami- 
li^ty of an old acquaintance, and chatted gaily with him. The baz2s of con- 
versation which filled the apartment when I entered, ceased for a second of 
deep silence; and then followed a peal of laughter so long and so vociferous, 
that in my momentary anger I prayed some one might burst a blood-vessel, 
^d frighten the rest. I put on a look of indescribable indigmition, and cast 
& glance of what I intended should be most withering scorn on the assembly; 
but, alas ! my infernal harlequin costume rained the effect ; and confoond me, 
^ they did not laugh the louder. I turned from one to the other with the 
wr of a man who marks out victims for his future wrath ; but with no better 
^^"^cess; at last, amid the continued mirth of the party, I made my way to- 
vards where Waller stood absolutely suffocated with laughter, and scarcely 
able to stand without support. 
'Waller," said I, in a voice half tremalous with rage and shame together- 
Waller, if this rascally trick be yours, rest assured no former term of inti- 

""My between us shaU-r-" 

^ore I could conclude the sentence, a bustle at the door of the room 
^^alled every attention in that direction ; I turned and beheld Colonel Kam- 
^orth, followed by a strong posse comitaius of constables, tipstaffs, &c., aimed 
^ the teeth, and evidently prepared for vigorous battle. Before I was able 
w point out my woes to my kind host, he borst out with — 

^y you scoandrel, you impostor, you infernal young villain,'pretending 
»i be a gentleman, you get admission into a man's house and dine at his 
*ole, when your proper place had been behind his chair I How far he mig^t 
^^t gone, Heaven can tell, if that excellent young gentleman, his master, had 
^t tra&d him here this morning; but you'll pay dearly for it, you yoong 
^ that you shaQ." 

** Colonel Kamworth,** said I, drawing myself proudly up (and, 1 confess, 
^ting jusw borsts of laughter)-— ** Colonel Kamworth, for the expressions 
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ymiltoye jnrt applied tn me, a heavj leckamn? awdiiar joa; oot, Bewevo; 
iKftm aBBotiier indbidoBlnow pieMSoi diaA atone fbr tbe mmb lie hat daml^ 
tD'pasff upon me.** Gol<niel Kamwortlx'9 pasaion air this deelaniifioii bieir no 
bonnids ; he eoned and smxiB absoiatdf IiIeb a madmiw; aBdvowab ^ 
tSBOBpartotion fbr fife wonld be a mild sentence for snob imr iniqiiMl^r: 

Waller at kogth, wiprng the tun cl laughter ftonr hi» 9S^ iflteipttHl 
between the colonel and hia'^ietisi) and begged tiM I iB^Irir be i&rgirer; 
^lorindee^ my dear sir/* said he, ''the poor fUhnr irof zsdiems^eefeable 
poieiitage, and siudi is his taste fbr good seeiety, tlnit Wi. mx msfTsA to h 
among his baiters, altiione^ a» in 1^ present^ case^ the" ex|wnn bixngB-s 
isther heavy relrlbutioa ;'--iiowvTer, let me <|Rd with: him. Cbne, Bebu^ 
said he, with aaair of ininiffenildB snpaninity, "fato my'tiifntfyiirto to^ 
and wait fbrme ait1^e€leoige; I siiall endnmmr to mal» yaarpeMeirift^a? 
69DBeUent fbiend, Gokmel Kam worth, and tibie bes^ miodb jm 9ul oflHWwte 
to timt dlqes^ IB fc let 10 haive n» more of yone sseiel^^ 

I cBDiiot attsmpt to pictmre milage a^ tfiesa wonbr; hewever, ewaqse 6m 
this diabelical pnwtinanmitr was my only present, ofageet, and I rariied tim 
the loom, and pinging into tiietllbaiy at thedocBr, (fiNife down tfae areme 
at the latr (if tllem miles per hoar; amMl^iini gtosas^tuiy^ 

oltiie wAude sesiiMtt'-hall, who seemed to enjoy my '' deteetton'^ bmbs ei«i 
than, their- ttetlonc. Meditating Tengeaaoe, sharp, etort, and dedsivi^ on 
Walloa^ the eekoK^ aiui ef«i7 oav else in iiie infenol 
farlntteiiyibiviteTeryyestigeof our agreement in the ssarpnaabywiiiii 
Iwafftaken— InadiedGhdtenham. ITnfbrtanatdy, I hadfno fHeud iiiere to 
whose nnmigsinBnt I oonU commit the beanng <rf a meanve^and Wtt 
as soffltas I ooald pvocare sidtable eostmne, to haeten up tdCewBmlSrT^iitoe 
the — th dragoons were then quartered. I lost no timr in: aeieetiag an 
advisei^ and taldng the neceasary^ steps to bring Master Wflfliv 
ing; and on the third moRiiBg we again readied Gheltenham, 1 tfiMtefo^ 
Yengeance, and bursting still with anger ; not so my taaoA, ho^swrar, ^ 
never oonld discass ike aifiar with oomnum gnmi^, aidereB vaiixanimrj 
naw.and.than onaaly aflnaion to my yellow Aorta. Aaw« passed ^^ksttii* 
bar, atnselliaff^aHEsiage eame whii^ng by \^ 
paee;: and as tiie morning waa fh)ety> and tibe son searodynsea^ tils t4x^ 
team were smoking and steanung, so as to be half in^siMe; We li^r^ 
mazlud on the predpitancy of 1^ party ; for as oor own paoe was oeinidafable 
1^ two vehieles passed like lightning. We had soarcdydtessed|4Hii ardBrw 
bssahfast, when amoire than nsnal bnstite in the yard odled natoiiheivQnGkn^; 
the waiter who oame inat the same instant told as that fbi»'lun|Batnve 
orderedoiit to pmsue a ysung kdy who had doped' that^ metniag'in&fli 
officer. 

'^Ah, our friend in the gseen tis^dQing-charkrt, PS be bouul^flifi m 
eampamon; bat as aeitherc^ns knew that psl^el ^eotncBtiT^azs^X^^ 
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too BBgRmsek by xsy own iiioiiglitSF, X nevw izKicdred- ftoctfaiar: As tli0 Ana 
mchawdnyreioBiid tKrtiie door, I looked to see "v^uitr tiie pnrswir ivm likB; 
and as lie israod fhnmHie ixm, i«eogmsed my <»4Amiff^ Jo«#, Gdonel KoUp 
mrtit IiHd iiot; ntp-myTWDgmBicniraB »t«l atr onoe^ Arlaui kit. Mi 
Ainglrfiir;.Md>ySitfar was on; the road ttf lie mamtA, Apdoguw and einluau 
tinmauBicdaflrtiaie^lbr all mf iajiajsBa and tmffanngff ; nd I maSum tlm 
part iritadL|i«»0d mcMMt wa», tiirt I acvrno mom 00 Jiiok for a oouida^ 
aUspefiod after r iu'startadibr^eGGntmenlr, ^wton heJus lhad;t^« mOb 
oaasmadU.aikinmcise«gnuitedb7Mfti!B^^ the 

st^QbtedurtoD^ 8s IliBd;dearly brolBen tibs ocmpaet. 

So mniEfe'B^'aacoid attemiit at mateuDimy* Oiwipcndd aiipiiiMiBttofc 
sitth ezpeoBBOi'itenld be dbemed snffidunt to afaoirtlisfcniy tdfint did not 
liemtlntirai^ Juid^YmnlmojAwsk fori^'prem^ 

^raed a loanAm i^pdntuBiifc nnder Laediiii|i^efley*8 gofammt^ whe&I 
di fl«w ! wdt that fais Mtck^ indnded ''yeHow plnrii Inndifls;^ to We raeh 
"mmmaf* flittmff aBomnk aad about merai dianee flndeianiiBni^ nodd 
la^ kft ffifi tdtibaosd &i^eamro in. esiate^ 



CHAPTER m. 
Macni iiMi'6'jwyfiinn'jTi' A^MP^^lH^KU^wB ov 

]>£iB,diri7 Dnblmi— ** lo te saluto''— bow many excellent tJiings might be 
said oftfaaaKi^iuafortQnateljvit did not happeathai} the tbemaiaanoldone, 
and Ilia been. moch. better sung than it can. ev«r now be said. With thus 
anchoC apology £ar no moE& lengthened paneg3no»,Iet me beg of mj xeadei^ 
i£lift bftconTarBant mth that most moving melody— the Qxorea of Blaxnej^ 
tabam the following lines, which Iheaid shoit]^ after my landing and which 
wellftypuR^tny cpm feelings foi the ''loved.spot»" 

'^GtT I^dbl&i, aam, t&en is in>-dcmbt!h', 

^eats every city upon the say ; 
'lis there youll see O'Comiell spont&g, 

And Lady SEbrgaa making '^tm^." 
for 'fbrHie capital' of the greatest nation; 

With finest peasantry on a fhiitftil sod^ 
]PlgiithigHke devils fbr condSiErtfon, 

itnd hating aoA other fbr the Ibver of God.*^ 

OnoemflK, iiien» X Jknmd mioelf m>th6 ""moat aait^innngei^ (o^" at^rm^iio 
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joiii on the expiration of my leave. Since my depaitme, my legiment bad 
been ordered to Kilkenny, that sweet city, so feuned in song fpr its "fiie 
without smoke ;" but which, were its character in any way to be derived from 
its past or present representative, might certainly, wiUimore propriety, reverse 
the epithet, and read ''smoke without fire." My last commnnication from 
head-quarters was foil of nothing but gay doiDgs. Balls, dinners, d^jeoseis, 
and more than all, private theatricals, seemed to occupy the entire attentioii 
of every man of the gaUant — tL I was earnestly entreated to come, with- 
out waiting for the end of my leave ; that several of my old "parts weiekept 
open for me ;" and that, in fact, the "boys of Kilkenny" were on tiptoe in 
expectation of my arrival, as though his Majesty's mail were to oonv^ a Eean 
or a Kemble. I shuddered a little as I read this, and recollected "my last 
appearance on any stage," little anticipating, at the moment, that mynextvas 
to be nearly as productive of the ludicrous, as time and my " Confessions'' vill 
show. One cixcomstance, however, gave me considerable pleasure. It vas 
this :—I took it for granted that, in the varied and agreeable oocupatioiis 
which so pleasurable a career opened, my adventures in love would esca^ 
notice, and that I should avoid the merefless raillery my two failures, in six 
months, might reasonably be supposed to call forth. I therefore wrote a Iiiir- 
ried note to Corzon, setting forth the great interest all their proceedings \d 
for me, and assuring him that my stay in town should be as short as possible, 
for that I longed once more to "strut the monarch of the boards,'' and 
concluded with a sly paragraph, artfully intended to act as a " pantomere" 
to the gibes and jests which I dreaded, by endeavouring to make light of my 
matrimonial speculations. The postscript ran somewhat thus — " Glorious fan 
have I had since we met; but were it not that my good angel stood by me,! 
should write these hurried lines with a wife at my elbow ; but li^ek, that 
never yet deserted, is still faithful to your old firiend, H. Lobkequxr." 

My reader may suppose— for he is sufficiently behind the scenes with me- 
with what feelings I penned these words ; yet anything was better than the 
attack I looked forward to : and I should rather have changed into the Gape 
Bifle Corps, or any other army of martyrs, than meet my mess with all the 
ridicule my late proceedings exposed me to. Having disburdened my con- 
science of this dtead, I finished my breakfast, and set out on a stroll through 
the town. 

I believe it is Coleridge who somewhere says, that to transmit the fist 
bright and early impressions of our youth, fresh and uninjured to a remote 
period of life, constitutes one of the loftiest prerogatives of genius. If this 
be true— and I am not disposed to dispute it— what a gifted people must be 
the worthy inhabitants of Dublin ; for I scruple not to affirm, that of all cities 
of which we have any record in history, sacred or profane, there is not one so 
little likely to disturb the tranquil current of such reminiscences. "As it was 
of old, so it is now," exijoying a delightful permanency in all its habits 
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customs, wbidi no changes elsewhere distarb or affect ; and in this respect I 
defy CyComiell and all the tail to refuse it the epithet of ''Gonseryative." 

Had the exoeiUent !Rip Van Winkle, instead of seeking his repose upon the 
cold and harren acclivities of the Kaatskills— as we are veritaUy informed hy 
Irving— hat betaken himself to a comfortable bed at Monisson'sortheBiltoii, 
not only would he have enjoyed a more agreeable siesta^ but, what the event 
showed of more consequence, the pleasing satisfaction of not being discon- 
oearted by novelty on his awakening. It is possible that the waiter who 
hroo^t hhn the water to shave— for Bip's beard, we are told, had grown un- 
commonly long^— might exhibit a little of that wear and tear to which hu- 
manity is liable from time ; but had he questioned him as to the ruling topics 
—the popular amusements of the day— he would have heard, as he might 
have doDfi twraity years before, that there was a meeting to convert Jews at 
the Rotunda; another to rob parsons at the Com Exchange ; that the Yice- 
tOY Nrea dining with the Corporation, and congratulating them on the pro- 
sperity of L^land, while the inhabitants were regaled with a procession of the 
' broad lihbon weavers," who had not weaved. Heaven knows when ! This, 
with an occasional letter from Mr. O'Connell, and now and then a duel in the 
Phaynix," constituted the current pastimes of the city. Such, at least, 
^esieUvey in «i|f day; and, though hi from the dear locale, an odd flitting 
S^^uioe at the newspapers induces me to believe that matters axe not much 
clianged since. 

I rambled through the streets for some hours, revolving such thoughts as 

pressed upon me involuntarily by all I saw. The same little grey homunculus 

thai filled my *' Prince's mixture" years before, stood behind the counter at 

Limdy Poofs, weighing out rappee and high toast, just as I last saw him. 

'^ &t college porter, that I used to mistake in my schoolboy days for the 

^^ost, God forgive me ! was there as fat and as ruddy as heretofore^ and 

▼ore his Boman costume of heknet and plush breeches, with an air as classic. 

1^ State trumpeter at the castle, another object of my youthful veneration, 

poor "old God save the King" as we used to call him, walked the streets as 

^ old; his cheeks, indeed, a little more lanky and tendinous ; but then there 

hi been many viceregal changes, and the ''one sole melody his heart de. 

%iited m" had been more frequently called into requisition, as he marched 

in solemn state with the other antique gentlemen in tabards. As I walked 

^ong, each moment some familiar and early association being suggested by 

^ objects around, I felt my arm suddenly seized. I turned hastily round, 

^ beheld a very old companion in many a hard-fought field and merry 

bmmae, Tom Cllaherty of the 8th. Poor Tom vras sadly changed since we 

temei which was at a ball in Madrid. He was then one of the best-looking 

feiOows of Ms stamp I ever met, tall and athletic, with the easy bearing of a 

% of the world, and a certain jauntiness that I have never seen but in 

Ushmen who have mixed much in society. 
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Xhfirevw ako ftiBKtampeaiiliar de«il«i|^ 
satisfied swaggor of ius giii; and thfi firee-aud-eaesr gjaaoe of bis abaQ) bkik 
eje, united 'nth a temper tint aothisg ooold raffle, and a ooimsB fioybiog 
ooidddMmt. Wiih«iifik giiBiities as tkyeae^ he kad b^ 
of Mb jafiBB, to whii^lie aem came vithoot aome droll atoorrio ^dat^or 
aome duHtt eipedieBt fiir i^itue anmflemant. Back ludlom wot W; 
lunr he waa xsoeh alttnd* aiad thoogpb the qakt twisUa af Jus daKk ^ 
abowad that the igimiii hm withm was not ''dead* bat gi# ah^^nft" to 
ogrsal^ who ioisw aoBtethiag of hk history, jt aaemad ahBooat 'Ond k 
owakea him to anything which night being him backto the saemw^ d las- 
gone daya. Amomentaiy glance showed me that he was no kagsrwiist k 
had been, and that the nnfortonate changeinhis ooadition, the haaa s£ alliiis 
eadiast imd oldest aaaociatea, and his blighted psoapecti^ had Beady faiakEsia 
heart that never deaerted a friead jaor Qoailed befan am eneav. Poor 
O'Haheorty was no loxiger the delight of the dxole he Oiooe .adomad; tbe^ 
that "set the table in a roar" was all bntdqpM^ted. Ji!e had been disuissEil 
tbeservioe!! Xheatoiyis.a brief one: 

In the letreat^rom Bugo^ the — Id^t Dtragoon^ a&er a fatjguing ^t 
mardi, halted jit the wretched village of Cabenas. It had been deaficted k 
the inhahitanta thejday before whc^ on leaving, had set it an fiz^-and tb 
Uackeaed walls and faUeaxoof-trees vreie nearly all thatnowxemained toskv 
where the little hamlet bad once stood. 

Amid adown^Kmrof zain, that had fallen for several hoozq, doenchsdto & 
akin, cold, weary, and neady starving, the galknt 8th reached this mftlwrfioiy 
spot at nightfall, with little better prospect of protection from the sioim tbaii 
the barren heath throngh which their xoadled might a&rd them. Amongtb 
many who mnttBEol.€QZse8, not bud but deep, on the wxetched tenoiaaiiQii 
to their day's jpiffflring, there was one who kqpt up his usnaLgsQdapiciiis,&Dd 

Tinf tm]y gflwnftd liwnaftlf nftarly T^garHlftaa of thp. j>riva.iiniiR Ar\i\ rty^f^pn fllmiit 

him, but actually succeeded in making the others vdxo lode aloT^gaijft sb per- 
fectly f orgetfol of their annoyances and troubles as was possSile undor sofib 
drcumstanees. Good stories, joking allusions to the moie disootDtented am 
of the party, ndiqubus plans for the nighf s encampment, followed ^choiff 
so rapidly, ihat the weariness of the way was forgotten; and wMe^cme ves 
cumiog their hard fate that ever betrayed them into such misfortanfis, tbe 
litUe group round 0'£h)herty wereikLnost convulsed with lau^^hter at the vit 
and droUeKy of one over whom, if the circumstances .had aiiy influanoe, te 
seemed only to heighten his passion for amusemoiL In the eacty j^ of ik 
morning he had captured a turk^, which hung gzacefiiUy hem his holster qd 
one side, while a small goat-sldn of Yalencia wine balanced it on tl^ otlifir. 
Iliese i^ood things weie destined to form a feast that evenings to wbkhhM 
invited four others^that beiog, according to his most liberal caLcuIatiaii, tbfi 
greatest number to whom he could aSozd a reasonable aupp|y of idn& 
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te ajl^, mA it loig aaiajy midTaght befaieidltiie Kcaaent iiadsot tiMsk 
bUlets.and'iiae iuxfatm^-eneax mi^ wush. scaatj aeecniuaodfttiaii as tlie jpboe 
aicttded. TQu':S:iPue0t6Juidiidi yet arsved»and lie lu^^ 
gaged in roasting the turkey before a large fire, op. wbichidxxid a eapMums 
vessd of spiced ivmwiiea the ittiigrivpeved. ATvyimxiaiy^'xfiQaDiiais. 
amw" throngh the tome iHip iQf the only onflB wotoachfid in the-rilkge 
—showed tliat from the into xaiii it voold be impowible to tbiok of ^skeping 
in tkelownr jioggr, w.hH^A]sQ«4i]r Aopod^ic&B of Ung tboythere- 

f(ffe pfofleadsd mj^bodysapHiUka, «ad n^ vwiheir dfllightio &ui a xsost 
ocsnfQxtab]evQM»Q».]iea%fam^^ aad a taUe; bid;* above all, 

a Jarpft, tUSJaskdm^ be4 «& olgeot of snehiTBcaryaB cady aa dd fla mjw i gn ft r * 
can duly appreciate. The curtaiiis were closely tncked in aU round, and, in 
their fleefeigftnii hufriednjapce, they feit no xadisation to distoib tfaem, and 
i^athfir VMsedai to daasw up the table befoie the beaith. to whioh they 
8p^% maoffsd Ao £ifi from below, and, cane maqy misiBtes^ with that 
activi^ivhiohA bivonac lifcinvandahty teaches, thair snupar amoked befone 
them, aodte.hag|iier MLows did not sit dowa*thafc nighit within a hxgp 
cusostsssaad, TaiBiwasnnasiiallyiPRBat^ stores of drolleiyxiudQckfidbefois, 
P™*^ frmi ihiiB iinwifliiTif 1x ftnd what, ^th his high spirito to fixcate them, 
^ ^"muikm^msmiMei jifcar a hard di^« teveio much, the pari^ soon 
lost the litiibs jsmtm that ngaaQy .snffioBdto guide tiaem, and beoame as 
pleaaanA^y tijp[|^«g.0ui ir^be^eoBoeiyed. Howevor^all goodihings nuiat have 
aQGBd,aQd4ohadtiiewiB&«ld&. lam had phKsed it affiectionalelty wider his 
um like a-b^gpipe^ and luled, with wemu most enaigetic sqaeos^ to ^xtcMSt 
^^P* Xhei6w»8i»wKothingf(ffitbnttogotoi»aian4ind0ed,itas^^ 
the most pmdant thing for the party. 

^ ^ befiaiiKB acoordingly a sabjeot of grave ddibaratiaDL; &r asitooald 

onlyliQldtwo, and the iwrty were fivi^ there seemed some difficulty in aub- 

nutting their chances to lot, which all agreed was the f alicflt way. WMk 

tliis was .under diaoassioi^ one of the party had appiroaobfid the oontested 

Poze, and, drawing aside the cortaiBB, prooeeded to jump in, whan, what was 

^ tttoBiahiafint to dii8oii«r that it was already ooG^ Xhe exdamation 

of «ajpi»e.he^vaf(ss& aocm brought the others to his sidq, and to thair 

honor, dnak as&qy vese, they found that -the bod^ before £assa was that 

pi ad^mai^.jaiapdinall theghast]ypompof acoqpe. .Alittleneamr 

''^"^^^stisn fihaiBid that he had been aia^ 

^his head he had a amfliU vdvfit skullK»p, embcoidflred w^ 

^ MTBs swathed 4xL a vestment, such aspxieflts usually wear at the masfi; 

^hk hand he held a la2^ wax ^»er, wMch appeared to have boxat <a^ 

oowQ, and isitatM^ been extinguished by the .cuisent of air on opening the 

^< Aftv-the tot brief shook which this sudden apparition hadoanaod, 

'^pailyxeQQveBQdasnuiQhof their senses as the wine had kft ithin;), and 
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proceeded to discuss what was to be done under the ciromnstances; for not 
one of them ever contemplated giving up a bea to a dead priest, while fire 
living men slept on the ground. After much altercation, O'Elaherty, lik 
had hitherto listened without speakingi interrupted the contending parties^ 
saying, " Stop, lads, I have it." 

" Gome," said one of them, "let us hear Tom's proposaL" 

" Oh," said he, with difficulty steadying himself while he spoke, ''we'll pot 
him to bed with old Eidgeway, the quartermastor !" 

The roar of loud laughter that followed Tom's device was renewed agam 
and again, till not a man could speak horn absolute fatigue. There was not 
a diasentient voice. Old Bidgeway was hated in the corps, and a better vaj 
of disposing of the priest, and paying off the quartermaster, could not be 
thought of. 

Very little time sufficed for their preparations ; and if they had been bion^t 
up under a certain well-known duke, they could not have exhibited a greater 
taste for a "black job." The door of the room was quickly taken from its 
hinges, and the priest placed upon it at full length ; a moment more sufficed 
to lift the door upon their shoulders, and, preceded by Tom, who lit a candle 
in honour of being, as he said, " chief mourner," they took their way througl 
the camp towards Bidgeway's quarters. When they reached the hut vbere 
their victim lay, Tom ordered a halt, and proceeded stealthily into the house to 
"reoonnaitre."The old quartermaster he found stretehed on his sheepskin 
before a large fire, the remnants of an ample supper strewed about him, and 
two empty bottles standing on the hearth : his deep snoring showed that all 
was siffe, and that no fears of his awaking need disturb them. His shako and 
sword lay near him, but.his sabretasche was under his head. Tom carefollr 
withdrew the two former, and, hastening to his friends without, proceeded to 
decorate the priest with them, expressing, at the same time, considerable 
regret that he feared it might wake Bidgeway if he were to put the velvet 
skull-cap on him for a nightcap. 

Noiselessly andstealthily they now entered, and proceeded to put do^ 
their burden, which, after a moment's discussion, they agreed to place 
between the quartermaster and the fire, of which hithoix) he had reaped 
ample benefit. This done, they quietly retreated, and hurried bade to their 
quarters, unable to speak with laughter at the success of their plot, and their 
antieipation of Bidgeway's rage on awakening in the morning. 

It was in the dim twilight of a hazy morning, that the bugler of the 8tli 
aroused the sleeping soldiers from their miserable couches, which, wretdied 
as they were, they nevertheless rose from reluctantly, so wearied and fatigued 
had they been by the preceding day's march. Not one among the number felt 
so indi^osed to stir as the worthy quartermaster; his peculiar avocations 
had demanded a more than usual exertion on lus part, and in the postoie he 
had lain down at night he rested till morning, without stirring a limb. Twice 
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the reveflle had rang through the little encampment, and twice th^ qiiaiier- 
master had eseayed to open his eyes, bnt in vain ; at last he made a tre- 
mendous effort, and sat bolt upiight on the floor, hoping that the sodden 
effort in%]it sufficiently arouse him ; sbvly his eyes opened, and the first thing 
th^ beheld was the figure of the dead priest, with a light oaTafay helmet on 
nis head, seated before him. Sidgeway, who was a good Catholic, trembled 
in ereiy joinfi— it might be a ghost, it might be a warning, he knew not what 
to think ; he imagined Ihe lips moved, and so overcome with terror was he 
at List, that he absohitely shouted like a maniac, and never ceased till the hut 
was filled with officers and men, who, hearing the uproar, ran to his aid. The 
surpiise of the poor quartermaister at the apparition was scarcely greater than 
that of the beholders. No one was able to afford any explanation of the dr- 
comstance, though all were assured tihat it must have been done in jest. The 
door upon which the priest had been conveyed afforded the due-— they had for- 
gotten to restore it to its place. Accordingly the different billets were ex- 
amined, and at last (VFlaherty was discovered in a most commodious bed, in 
A large room without a door, still fast asleep, and alone : how and when he 
had parted from his companions he never could precisely explain, though he 
has since confessed it was part of his scheme to lead them astray in the village* 
91^ then retire to the bed, which he had determined to appropriate to his 
sole use. 

Old Sidgeway's rage knew no bounds ; he absolutely foamed with passion, 
and in proportion as he was laughed at his choler rose higher. Had this been 
^ only result, it had been well for poor Tom, but unfortunately the affair got 
to be rumoured through the country— the inhabitants of the village learned 
the indignity with which the padre had been treated ; they addressed a me- 
morial to liord WeDington—inquiry was immediately instituted— CMaherty 
^^ tried by court-martial, and found guilty ; nothing short of the heaviest 
pimishment thatxould be inflicted under the circumstances would satisfy the 
Spaniards, and at that precise period it was part of our poUcy to conciliate 
^heir esteem by every means in our power. The oommander-in-chiief resolved 
^ make what he called an " example," and poor OTbherty— the life and soul 
of his regiment— the darling of his mess— was broke, and pronounced in- 
<^^ttble of ever serving his Migesty again. Such was the event upon which 
^y poor Mend's fortune in life seemed to hinge. He returned to Irebmd, if 
iiot entirely broken-hearted, so altered that his best Mends scarcely knew 
^— his " occupation was gone ;" the mess had been his home ; his brother 
officers were to him in place of relatives, and he had lost all. His after life 
▼as spent in rambling fitom one watering-place to another, more with the air 
of one who se^ to consume than eiqoy his time ; and with such a change in 
^pearanoe as the alteration in his fortune had effected, he now stood before 
i&e, but altogether so different a man. that but for the well-known tones of a 
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Toioe iihst liad often fsunvulsed me wMulBBi^ts^ I wtuw i fl •fl D B H C i iyiBWB n< 
ei^sedfainL 

"^orrequer, my Md triend, I ner^er thoDi^ of SMOig ycni m^ tiaBia- 
deed a pieee of good hsok,*' 

"'^hj.'Tcfnif Tim. -Bmely bww thit ite JrHik weep m Iirirt, d&t 
your 

""To be sore. I iEsBed with them only albrd^fBago.'biitiJHytddw 
were off to ^Pbib, to mny BOMoihiQp rapaiatife^ -WBdiM, and bcK 
CDormoTisly lidi — ^t^ dangfaler of vicbhe, tf I noMnber x^^ ; tvt onis, 
&ey said your fbftniiB was made, and I need not i«iyoii,4erewiB«at ana 
among theai better pleased tinai I me to bsBrit.'* 

" Oh ! they aaid ao, did they? ProlldngB- < iwjH qoMBir— I wniderTn 
did not peroeiTc Hk hoaaL— e h f ttiy good, was it wot P* TUa I jpaandti 
in short, broken aenlcnees, bhnhiqg ifte aBariiet, and I Mgiiiiii ig Hke aidui 
girl with downright nBrTouneea. 

' A hoax ! Benlish weH done, too," wadToBi/'liir oldCMksnfwliflmdik 
whole story, and toMne that he bad oirtaiBed a six moHtiiB' leave for ym to 
nufo your 'coar/' and, moreorer, said that ke iiad got a letter fim ie 
nflnblenian, Ixyr d 'Ckntfocmd Ins vame V 

"Lord Grey, is it?" aaid I, witii a aly look at T«n. 

"No, my dear friend," said he, drily, " it woTnot Lord Grey. But to con- 
timro : he had got a letter from him, dated from Faa, statiDg iw soF^ 
that yon had never joined tbem there, a ee o i diu g to -pranuae, and tkat ^ 
knewyonr oonsin'Giiy, and a great deal of otiier matter I csAntoaiif^ 
80 what does all this mean? Bid you hoax the BaUeIjoii«BiPi&>BtiK 
fiorae Guards, Hany f" 

1%is was mdeed a pieee of news for me ; I atammawd out anne xidioaioD 
ex^anation, and promised a fuller detail Ooold it %e ilMt I had tee tk 
€allonbys injnsflce, and tbat-Sieyiiefer intended to bieak aff my iritentiotf 
to Lady Jane-^that she was still Mtiifol, and tintof all«moenMdIaiflDBiiiii 
been to blame*? Oh! how I hoped iins might beite«aae; hemi^mm^ 
science might aoonae, I longed ardently to forgive aad deal iamoM ^ 
mysdf. Tom oontinned to talk about indiiliBreBt]Uttnn,»ifa^ 
llitted through my mind; perenving at bit liwt I ^ not «ttcn^ 
suddenly, and saidt 

"^Hany, I see dearly 'fliat aomethiBg baa gone moBg^-nA fulMpn I ^ 
gaess at the mode, too : but, however, yon tnn do nothii^ aboat it Jto*' 
«omfi and dine witii me to-day, and w^ discHs the affior together ^ 
dinner; or,ifyoaprefera'di8tnotiQi!,'eswe«BedtoB^'mDii]d:flni<B^ 
then m arrange sroiething fashionable foryomr efwdu g^s amaa e a MBt. Oas^ 
what say you to heaaingBK&er Keogh preadif or woald yoa likB afBH'^ ^ 
the Oarlingford ? or perhaps yon prefer a aoir^ ekea MBaifi P - ■ 4a K<fl<tf ^ 
Dublin affords — all three good in their way, and very inteDectuaL" 
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'*Wdl,^hoii,l!^yfK]n; buti idioddpidfer 7^ lam 

at Biftw^'; «ir«%%Bve (mrenttet quite alone, wnd— * 

-Ana te nesfiiiy wbA. of obk^ other, yon were f^oiiig^ to idd. l^o^ no, 
Bsny, ymLHRHrt dine wffii flie; I ha^e some lenonkably ^mn; peo|de to 

pi^neHt^uu fc— MX is iJie hour— shastp Bix*~*iiinn/ber , MoSeH w uiili-flU eel, 

Ifes. CfenfiaEzteV— ieasfly ind it— large iianligM «fer iJie doar-4iiige lamp in 
toe inii, end & "Sii vu^ -effLonr of mutton Intftii ibr thirty T^^rds on eadi side of 
tiie prennes— md, te good hick inQ have it, I see old Bidy, the tDomseHar, 
MlheymRMm; hc^siAeTBrynnrntogctlJomeetyoftt— 70a vhrnys Kked a 
diaracter, diT** 

^ying 13ns, O^Hidierty disengaged hivseff fi:om myvm, aadhoniedaoraBs 
1^ street towmiis b. par%, midfle-vged looking geBflemni,'wi& the reddest 
«cc 1 eveiix3M3d. After a hiief "bttt yety amnnrted 'oolloqu]^ Tom returned, 
ntdhffoiimednie'fittitTdl was Tight; he had secured Ddy. 

"AnA who Ts Dalyf'* said I, in(ittiringiy,'for I iras Tsther interested m 
hearing ivhat peeuBsr qnafificstion as a dmer-ont the eoanse&or might lay 
^E^shii to, many of Trafs frvetttk being bb Temfltkahte forl)emg the qtiizzed 
'sfte tpnawB. ^ 

"wyr "sain. uC, is *the brother df % most dxstingmshed mendser of the 
l^h bar, of -wliid^lie himself is tdso a folknrar, hearing, however, no other 
^inhlaace to Ihe t^t^r man ihacn Hhe mrae, for, as assuredly «s the reputa- 
tion of the one is inseparaMy finked-widi success, so unerringly is the other's 
coupled with failure ; and, strange to say, ihe fftu^d man is f airiy convinced 
^ ^ ^rertik g owes all his laftv aa cgn ieJt to him, and that to his dis- 
interested kindness the other is iaAdbted for has -present exalted station. 
I^us it is through life ; there seems ever to aeeompatiy dnfaiess a sustaining 
power of yanity, Hlutt, Mks ^ ISe-huoy, Iceeps a mass sftoat Whose ^weight un- 
^ssistsdirould ^^rA. into cfcscitrity. "Bo you tnow-ftiatmy friend1>ems, there, 
^niagines himself the first man that ever enfightened Sir Hdbert Ped as to 
^nsii flfikhs ; tind,^pon my -word, his reputation on this head -stands incon- 
testably higher than on most others." 

I ou sini^ casmcrt; mean that 'Sir ISiobert Tieel ever consulted with, much 
J^ rcSiedizpon, the stoHements t]f Buch apersoniB you describe yourfdend 
^^to'her 

He did hcffib, — and IT he was a Htfie puzzled by the iiiformalion, the only 
^^pgrace attaches to a government that fiend men to TcQe overusxuiacqmnnted 
^th our habits of tfamking, and xftteily ignorant of thelanguage~-ay, I repeat 
1*- But come, you shall judge for yourself; the story is n Aort one, and 
fortunately so, for I must hasten home to give timely notice of your coming 
^ dine with me. When Str Hobert Peel, then Mr. Fed, came over here, as 
secretary to Ireland, a very distinguished political leader cff -flm day invited 
^ party to meet him at dinner, consisting of men of dflferent 'political lean- 
uiga, among whom were, as may be supposed, many members of the Irish bar. 

h2 
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The elder Daly was too remarkable a person to be omitted, but as the tvo 
brothers resided together, there was a dif&culty about getting him; hovever, 
he must be had, and the only altematiYe that presented itself was adopted- 
both were inyited. When the party descended to the dining-room, by one of 
those unfortunate accidents which, as the proverb informs us, oocasioiiaDy 
take place in the best regulated establishments, the wrong Mr. Daly got 
placed beside Mr. Peel, ^hich post of honour had been destined by the host 
for the more agreeable and talented brother. There was now no help for it; 
and with a heart somewhat nenrous for the consequences of the proxinutv, 
the worthy entertainer sat down to do the honours as best he might ; he was 
consoled during dinner by observing that the devotion bestowed by hon^t 
Dems on the viands before him effectually absorbed his faculties, and tkereliy 
threw the entire of Mr. Peel's conversation towards the gentleman on Ids 
other flank. This happiness was, like most others, destined to be a brief one. 
As the dessert made its appearance, Mr. Ped began to listen with some at- 
tention to the conversation of the persons opposite, with one of whom he was 
struck most forcibly— so happy a power of illustration, so vivid a fiuiey, sudi 
logical precision in argument as he evinced, perfectly charmed and surprised 
him. Anxious to learn the name of so gifted an indiTidual, he turned to- 
wards his hitherto silent neighbour, and demanded who he was. 

'' ' Who is he, isitP' said Denis, hesitatingly, as if he half doubted such 
extent of ignorance as not to know the person alluded to. 

''Mr. Peel bowed in acquiescence. 

" 'That's Bushe !' said Denis, giving at the same time the same sound to 
the vowel « as it obtains when occurring in the word 'rush.' 

" ' I beg pardon,' sud Mr. Peel, ' I did not hear.' 
' Bushe !'- replied Denis, with considerable energy of tone. 
'Oh, yes ! I know,' said the secretary ; 'Mr, Bushe, a very distiogmsb6<i 
member of your bar, I have heard.' 

" 'Paith, you may say that !' said Denis, tossing off his wine at what he 
esteemed a very trite observation. 

" 'Pray,' said Mr. Peel, again returning to the charge, though certunly 
feeling not a little surprised at the singular laconidiBi of his informioit, no 
less than the mellifluous tones of an accent then perfectly new to him,— 'pn7> 
may I ask, what is the peculiar character of Mr. Bushe's eloquence— I mean, 
of course, in his professional capacity?' 

" ' Eh !' said Denis, ' I don't comprehend you exactly.' 

" 'I mean,' sud Mr. Peel, 'in one word, what's his forte P' 

'"His forte 1' 

I mean what his peculiar gift consists in * 

' Oh, I perceave— I have ye now— the juries !' 
Abl addressing a jury.' 
Ay, the juries,' 
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"'Can yon oblige me by giving me an idea of the manner in which he ob- 
tains such signal snccess in this difficult branch of eloquence P' 

" ' rU tell ye/ said Denis, leisnrely finiahiTig his glass, and smacking his 
lips, wXk the air of a man girding up his loins for a mighty effort — " m tdl 
ye. Well, ye see the way he has is this,'— here Mr. Peel's expectation rose to 
the lughest degree of interest, — 'the way he has is this— A^ Jlrst buttken 
iimup, and then slithers them downf—thsX'a all, devil a more of a secret 
there's in it." " 

How much reason Denis had to boast of impartmg early information to the 
new secretary I leave my English readers to g^ess ; my Irish ones I may 
tnst to do him ample justice. 

My Mend now lefb me to my own devices to while away the hours till time 
to dress for dinner. Heaven help the gentleman so left in Dublin, say L It 
is, perhaps, the only city of its size in the world where there is no lounge — 
no promenade. Yery little experience of it will convince you that it abounds 
in pretty women, and has its fair share of agreeable men : but where are they 
in the morning ? I wish Sir Dick Lauder, instead of speculating where 
sahaon pass the Christmas holidays, would apply Ms most inquiring mind to 
such a question as this. True it is, however, they are not to be found. The 
squares are deserted— the streets are very nearly so— and all that is left to 
the luddess wanderer in search of the beautiftd, is to ogle the beauties of 
Dame-street, who are shopkeepers in Grafton-street, or the beauties of 
Grafton-street, who are shopkeepers in Dame-street. But, confound it, 
how cranky I am getting^I must be tremendously hungry. True, if s past 
811. So now for my suit of sable, and then to dinner. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

DUBLIN — THB BOABDINGhHOUSB — SELBOT SOODBIT. 

Actual to my appoiutment with CMaherty, I found myself, a very few 
^ntes after six o'clock, at Mrs. Clan&izzle's door. My very authoritative 
^umiQons at the beU was answered by the appearance of a young, pale-faced 
^valid, in a suit of Hvery, the taste of which bore a very unpleasant resem- 
blance to the one I so lately figured in. It was with considerable difficulty I 
P^naded this functionary to permit my carrying my hat with me to the 
®awing-room, a species of caution on my part, as he esteemed it, savouring 
Diuch of distrust. This point, however, I carried, and followed him up a 
^ery iU-lighted stair to the drawing-room. Here I was announced by some 
faint resemblance to my real name, but sufficiently near to bring my friend 
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Tom si ofDor to meci me^iriio JMmwttHiiriiy o niiegMilii tod ag «t ay faafctme 
in coming off sa weH^ lor thai the jmuxmirhm prendfid m^ Ifr; Jones BksiBffi- 
hasset, hud btea ^u^ amMwrnoei i« Mr.. Bkihghwhii ly ctoigg tfas- gcalfe- 
man himself wm not dwfomil ta adqpfc '^SalrcaBwaloig^BjHiT^ -vlikie 
iffewaitkgforDaiy, MmexnakayoakaowKtttaoBM Htt%7(a 

peopfe ^« efor lnBt^~l have ob1|p one Imnk— oifc trrmt^ mai^ 'vcnaH <^ 
child of them, if you meet them hereafter ; I do it myself, though Ihairelirai 
hcM thne six maalbA.'^ PlwMit paoaote, tiwigkib ll^tlnMt lUHfc Ibe^wth 
\iiKni suek a line is adviaaUi^ mock baa praafeiaafile. 

" Mrs. Clanfnzzle, my friend, Mr. Lorrequer ; tfaiaika httHLttw^ Htm samam 
in town. lUbs. Claivshodldlikaliiaaio faeantaf aa*?* ^olailtBr'vwaBd 
M^o «0M^ ani waa a piaotJa&JMooBtiBiiacI ta adopt inpmnfcm^iafitD^ 
semsal friaods tlnoagli ti» roraa. 

*' Miaa lliky,''— 4 bcHoid; did fias^, ifQ & faial of pai^^ 
eyebraws, gsbbeted in. gtlt (Aaina and pearl aiiiaBiBAi^a«di]odEiB&.aa tb 
giisettea sa^i ''«9i0rfe m aby«afiib^f'— "MUs Bila^^ Captai& IiamqBer,& 
friend Ifasfe loBir danied to poceacttb to ycMb-^fibaes thwnwan^ a ywir aul a 
baranetcTv^-if ho haa a ra pa nfla/ ^ m H o again. '' SmgeonJirGnlfaMilf— balila 
tlie titles" said Ibam, in awbiapar— ** Smseon^ Captain Lqiebqboc. By-ika4i& 
lest I fiM^et ik, he wishes to speak to jou. m idm-moBoa^ thoia^ hnhaa^; 
lie^ia stopiHng at SandyinoaBt far the hatha; tcmk aenid ga ant than^ akP* 
The tall thing in green sp aate d e a bowed^ aadadQwwUgadTflaai^aLkiBdBn 
bya^laKnnBgtoTidLoftfcedbQar. InthaawagrhanuidatkataBroCrtheiocB 
for about ten minutes, dming whick hnaf spaoa I wb% aooardiDgtetiia kind 
arrangements of O'Elaherty, booked as a resident in the boarding-house— a 
lover to at least five elderly, and three young ladies— a patient— a dient— a 
second in a duel to a clerk in the Post-office — and had also volunteered 
(through him always) to convey, by all of his Majesty's mails, as many 
parcels, packets, band-boxes, and bird-cages, as would have comfortably filled 
one of Pickford's vans. All tiiis he told me was requisite to my being well 
received, though no one th^mffja^"' mash of any bceacLof compact subsequently, 
except Mrs. Clan herself. The ladies had, aJas ! been often treated vilely 
before; the doetor had never had a patient ; and as forthe UlagaisGBt kug^t 
of the dead offiee, he'd radwr haf» died thm fought auf daiy.. 

The last person to whom my friend deemed it neoosmiy to ihtmclaafr i», 
was a Mr. Gaxret Gttdmore, fh>m the Eeekaof Sen^ lately metiacidatBi to 
all the honours of freshmanship in the Dul^ XJnivenMty. 'Bds lattar ma a 
low-sized, dark-browed man^ wi& round shouldexs^ and paEtiosaU^ loa? 
arms, the disposal of which seemed sadly to cistzesa hkn. He poeaeaBed i^ 
most perfect brogue I ever listened to; but it was dafficuit to get him to 
speak, for, on coming up to town some weeks befofe, he had been piuect^ 
some mteUigent friend at Mirs. Clanlrizzle's estabUshment, with the expraas 
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JBwtiiak I— ti iiwl fcliiiiimaliil/digBBt at wmt m he flOidA ol tha hahite and 
GBrtona «t ikc^ 6ini& ahaaklkiii, 'vindi hn wi iiiitlillj infeinad ipm the 707 
fofinai (i 8wi teockng- «^ ^»< ^;^ bat oa na afltoBai^ uilMa dmai 
tkneto JjcthrfinMiiiinf sickaeai^ Qttbftmate QliiateEej.to tout hiiaaelf 

evUipjiBfthiiaana^plHB fiii^idkudijt onllivated ninawtoa. 

To tibrliMae aDi.tiieai)iiafc;Gitii&cl«q|Bi»k ]» haiL]9MaTed».th» worthy 
Gfloet aiUngidiigFvasDiAhu WMcina acaanriy fl^ 
Mtwy Imifai jBMqrihr) d.l|y ka ftiands* Ikinaw riiiiiwf&thaaieiMiwathia 
^ SQod mmkat^ f ov. a« comi^tdlf LmL ba iifaMbifiiwt hkaBdif witb nniliif) 
^lifa^tlMagn^iwA plnaeai. thaib wbrnnsfrnt ha. OQ«Nned,.ha haaama littk 
abttoiiBKntalKgifaletikthieTiyepih^ kaMrndLhsrhJapeenliar 



% rrnnK^olprmnitatiflm ima jjiit onrnplftad^ whan thr palsfigvioiiLliii^ 
^liraT aJDaNBcecLCoanaaQfiK Daly and dixoier^for both cama itxkamUis 
together Tatins ^^ fiM^ <^ hajaaag,. Miaa Silay's. ana^l followed Tob» 
wiio I aoQEi pewaiycA mladg the whate eoiwMii,, as haled thawaf with anctiifir 
aocieiitTestal is. black sati& and bufi^. The long paoaasaioDiwaiuuL ita 
Mft^ilflbwijkbdawiL the Ban»w stair; and ifflto the diiiing-ioopv whece at 
bst^alLgat aaated^ And haralat ma bnafly TOdicaie the motiyaa of my 
^^raid. SIhkiR afliy xmikaiid. fiemm be fieii^ 

^^^^''''ojBfr any base aad grovalliiig paaflion -foj " gpoiumandise^" that day's 
eipenence should be an eternal vindicatioiLof him. The aoup-ndaa ! that I 
s^d s%. &r proatitote the WKud^ fsa tha blaak bioth of Sputa was moek- 
tistila JnttQHKBiKaDm--r6tixed to naike wa; fas amaaa of bae^ whose tendac- 
^*i^I i&aot qpaataon; for it^ sank benantb tha knife of the carver like & 
leather bed— the skill of Saladin himself would have failedto* dudde it. Th^ 
^ ^ai>a mflotixebdiioafl- pike^ aadsearly killed eyaiy loyal subject at tabb ; 
^ ^BftdfliiWLthft' sidMi WBBB varioiift diahes of abiakitpft ndtb aznze boaomak 
^ Wa witik bidaa lika a -j^mosmoB ;. ooyeied ''daooya^' of decompoaoi 
^^SBtaUft: BMitav eallod: qpiacb and cabbage; potatoaa anayed in small 
^''^''^> <ttd.hKnniad^ raaaoEibldiig those iDgenious acebitactiural stractoies of 
'^^uUteaagM& iiL the hifl^waya and call ^xt^ias^ Sadi were the chief 
^Bt^oniaQf tiwr^'faed^" and saohy lam^boand to duxfoas, waxed beautL- 
^IfiflftUBdflrthftyigfMSQBa oai^axigbt of the fiaity. 

-^ocBMienHliMLaQfBL became botb loud, aod genaraL That happy funi- 
p%^^dbiob,l bad kmg believed to be the exduaifa pserogatire of a mill- 
r^^^^^^hare oonataiife daily aaBoaiaitio& suataina the iixterest of the veriest 
^^^^^^hasoteiid.iaLafiecfiNtiQa this stiikisg 

^'»«nG^ that., there waa na abaud. de£sr»ioe to aoay esistiiig code of 
^^iietta ioL tha'CQ&dafit of the party geaeraliy, each person qTiiy.yiing his 
pW)oitt ia the meat, fime^md-easy style imagpaabler aod all, evidontly from, 
^hah^aa^eoiive&tioiial naage, seeming to eojoy the practiiaa exceedingly. 
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Thus, droll aUiisionB, good stoiies, and smart repartees fdl thick as luti],aDd 
twidb as harmless, which, anywhere else that I had ever heard o^ woold as- 
soredly haye called for more expLmatlQiis, and perhaps gunpowder, m the 
momisg, than nsoally.are deemed agreeable. Here, however, they knew 
better ; and, though tiie lawyer quizzed the doctor for never having another 
patient than the house-dog, all of whose arteries he had tied in the course of 
the winter for praotioe, and the doctor retorted as heavily by dumingthat 
the lawyer's practice had been other than beneficial to those for whom he was 
oonoemed, his one client bemg fonnd guilty, mainly throng his ingenioiis 
defence of him, yet they never showed any, the slightest irritation; on the 
contrary, such Httle playful badinage ever led to some friendly passages of 
taking wine together, or in arrangements for a party to the "Darg^/'or 
"Dunleary ;" and thus went on the entire party, tibe young ladies darjangm 
occasional slight at their elders, who certainly returned the fire often with 
advantage ; all uniting now and then, however, in one common cause, an 
attack of the whole line upon Mrs. Clan&izzle herself, for the hed, or the 
mntton, or the fish, or the poultry— each of which was sure to find some 
sturdy defamer, ready and williug to give evidence in dispraise. Yet even 
these— and I thought them rather dangerous sallies— led to no more violent 
results than dignified replies firom the worthy hostess upon the goodness of 
her fare, and the evident satisfaction it afforded while being eaten, if the 
appetites of the party were a test. While this was at its height, Tom stooped 
behind my chair, and whispered gently, 

"This. is good— isn't it, eh P— life in a boarding-house— quite new to you; 
but they are civilised now compared to what you will find them in the draw- 
ing-room. When short whist for fivepenny points sets in— then Greek meets 
Greek, and we'll have it." 

During all this m^ tournament, I perceived that the worthy jib, as he 
would be called in the parlance of Trinity, Mr. Gudmore, remained perfectly 
silent, and apparently terrified. The noise, the din of voices, and the land- 
ing so completely a«ldled him, that he was like one in a very horrid dream. 
The attention with which I had observed him having been remarked byny 
&iend OTlaherty, he informed me that the scholar, as he was called theie, 
was then under a kind of cloud— an adventure which occurred only two nights 
before, being too fresh in his memory to permit him enjoying himself even to 
the limited extent it had been his wont to do. As illustrative, not only of 
Mr. Gudmore but the life I have been speaking of, I may as well relate it. 

Soon after Mr. Gudmore's enlistment under the banners of the Glanfiizzle, 
he had sought and found an asylum in the drawing-room of the establish- 
ment, which promised, ^m its geographical relations, to expose him less to 
the molestations of conversation than most other parts of the room. This 
was a small recess beside the fireplace, not unconmion in old-fashioned 
houses, and which, from its incapacity to hold more than one, secured to 
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worthy recluse the privacy he bnged for; and here, among superannuated 
hearth-brashes, an old hand-screen, an asthmatic bellows, and a kettle-holder, 
sat the timid youth, " alone, but in a crowd." Not all the seductions of loo, 
limited to threepence, nor even that most appropriately designated game, 
beggar-my-neighbour, could withdraw him from his blest retreat. - Like his 
countiymaD, St. Kevin— my friend Petrie has ascertained that the saint was a 
nsti7e of Tralee— he fled from the temptations of the world, and the blaodish- 
ments of the fedr ; but, alas ! like the saint himself, the 

"poor *jiV Utile knew 
All that wfly sex can do ;** 

fiff while he hugged himself in the security of his fortress, the web of his 
destiny was weaving. So true is it, as he himself used, no less pathetically 
than poetically to express it, " misfortune will find you out, if ye were hid in 
atay^est." 

It happened that in Mrs. Glanfri^zle's establishment, the ^' enfant bleu" 
aheady mentioned was the only individual of his sex retained; and without 
for a moment disparaging the ability or attentions of this gifted person, yet it 
^7 reasonably be credited that, in waiting on a party of twenty-five or thirty 
persons at dinner, all of whom he had admitted as porter and announced as 
^tre d'hdtel, with the subsequent detail of his duties in the drawing-room, 
Peter— Blue Peter, his boarding-house sobriquet— not enjoying the bird-like 
privilege of "being in two places at once," gave one rather the impression 
^ a person of hasty and fidgety haUts, for which nervous tendency the treat- 
ment he nnderwent was certainly injudicious, it being the invariable custom for 
^ guest to put his services in requisition, perfectly irrespective of all other 
^^^ npon him, from whatsoever quarter coming ; and then, at the precise 
moment that the luckless valet was snufBng the candles, he was abused by 
one for not bringing coal ; by another for having carried aS his teacup, sent 
o& an expedition for sugar ; by a third for having left the door open, which he 
°ad never been near ; and so on to the end of the chapter. 

It chanced that a few evenings previous to my appearance at the house, 
tliis indefatigable Caleb was ministering as usual to the various and discre- 
P^t wants of the large party assembled in the drawing-room. With his 
wonted alacrity he had withdrawn from their obscure retreat against the 
wall, simdiry little tables, destined for the players at whist, or "spoil five" — 
tiie popular game of the establishment. -With a dexterity that savoured 
much of a stage education, he had arranged the candles, the cards, the 
ooTmters; he had poked the &ce, settled the stool for Miss Bile/s august 
feet, and was busily engaged in changing five shillings into small silver for a 
desperate victim of loo, when Mrs. Clanfrizzle's third, and, as it appeared, 
^ time of asking for the kettle smote upon his ear. Bis loyalty would 
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hmm JBdnitid hiro «fc tmrt to dmirt iirrnathing i« TivBili iff niOTaiwi 

"^ ICever Wild iir» fete— iDu b«»BkfieH»»a».iagmsML'^ 
TiMii Tnttti TM^miiipi vm piiVirf. ihrm nrnithcr flinmnirhig mil Imt ^hrni 
pmcg in ooji»v. M»l aoae-ftnihiBBliA witifc ifhinb hk tmn a ^ i mtkrnmin ^ 

Ifa. GkiL'a irotiiiwrr ftultf IbMMUBK; q h wart od* . Bh» toofidi tnMd&lb. 
Cadmore, the only nniBkiid rtiWT rrlTT W^ j — t^'^l ""^ "^ ^^ 
blandest smile said, 

" Mt. Cudmore, mayl MnEtilMrlhMf;^ q£ roguestiDg you would band me 
tke kettle beside you P" 

Now, though the kettle aforesaid was, as the hostess yery properly ob- 
sf ed» bwida him^ jtk tfaft fast tinik Ik oooiptyiBriRtii tfaft dciMn4.ifrv» 
iiMMMgyfa tin bMhUyoiyt to lam ^ moa» he iwwip»ii> m^^ 
the U;^ pRKSoedtowdkkBatf aiBoav tJte 1MB, them to ps^ 
noal operations requiiing skill and presence of mind before a large and^opovdei 
fWWwaMy> was hooor to the mmd, of tho pear Jii^ and ho would wamii as 
soonhare aeoededtfr a dasiietO' daiwa »> hon^^ il saiah.faKLhaeft.aBe- 
gestodaftihA'VfJahQf thaoooq^flaj^ However, thfflewaaaoihiBg&i^iui 
smM Moa iu g np alLhis aecfa^ kniitiBg his biowSk (JfladHng hia taati^MkaoB 
piepaied to '* do or &/' ha sailed the hiasinf oaiddmL and staoiB.^kmai^ 
the room Ifloa the pewaaMfifld ganina of ataaa^ vaqr mveb In thet aiana sf all 
iheoldladiaaiiithftnciBity, whoaa taala&lifaBpatyllCTflfitadbiiililtiehoBi 
his^prngzasa. Id; he fialt Imk liitlo oi aU. this i he had hKni«^i9lib 
caaagatotiieaiiQfcingpiafle, aadhawaa ajamiiitete hai£ HTienn»ffi«aa of the 
whole aoane hefioso him; xumwaa it tilLaanesJosd mediator had aagfldlBs 
azg^ whfle aaatiwc davw hiBi h«dL hp tii» afairtft ol ll»OQai^ thaii. ho dao^ 
fennthodeliigool hoiwaiarwitlitAieh^haMBrffibd the teoripai^. he in- 
ceededto s^WBLp eyeqptiuBgelaa: Tqnit.tho trayv in his mfoxtawfea ahete- 
tieK. WoL QmSotzkr aoaeaiaad— the oM. ladioB aocompankdhflB^idia |«af 
oaas tittered--the vmt kngfaedr-and, in a woid^ pear (rrndmann 9Bf«tl7 
uneonscioTis of aDythiB«r nkmmMvutTr ii^ MmaeM. tha aiausniioL ail ad- 
moHca- fttj Uttii^ it ia] tma^ to hi* oma. satiAti&m. Aftar sgaMtfewni- 
ToM e^Kisaoa tetiuae aigna^af miriaft,h»anMaedKki&dfa!oaiOHpthftaa«^ 
of:his-gi»£3 wLthio: tho£Bfladei^ and osne nwaa iddBed to has aaactanj^ hivias 
registamdr ftron^nMd^ aknldlspeak i^ woohlfarfeiiliis atevf dw& ts g^* 
lastxy fi>refer. 

WhatiKr, BLtharyowafozeaaid, Mr. GndMQzvhad oaly beeBLamt^MLiuLtbil: 
sfoeies o£ tfltwriafcimi whidi fimiiahea tha pavaonenfe s^eelditiBtedbiiBthelaav 
regbaa^ I know nd:; hnit troa it is, that he retired tiiaini^ to Us ciadxr 
vary mncfitdiaaQmifikdathisd!/^/ in the great wcdd,. andhaif dispeaedto 
bdiefo timt^naboff had neither intended Inm for a BnmunelL nor a WOtsV- 
^VMe hfiwagrmainatiBg on snch matters, he was joined by 0*llafaezty,vi^ 
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ipftonlwladMBniiirays miiii liitlmiitr tihnu mif ntfin iwitii of thii hrrniu^ 
Tom's tact haiag* mtb^ OKmoedbi wiMfe ike waiiiinam ol the otiicv too 
plaisly eT iiw g d ' ' ■ pesftci appreontibit of the atadenl'ft aii3sty aad aisgnlariiy. 
Ajfter some few obserratsons <m gmcral ntittBiWj. O'llahtttgr lit^w 'witJk a 
tone of some o mp ip i ummb to express tewards Cvfbaon the nak ioteHi^be 
baiffftrtiftcQialra^ SBKfrlibfiiafeoomiqg^anflDgrtiiMB audety 

for his welfare, and his firm vtaokm tlwk no diuie or canric iaoattntaat to 
mere ceremoniaL oba nrwmao fr onr Im pait^ lyiinld ercr'hi: seoaik on I9 the 
otogsM^s a»»8rmudlbrMaMti<noraiLesBaielvQdb^ 

'^lil^ upon ife, mj^ deaor bo?','' aiick ha^ "1 hs^Pttwafediai ofor 301 Hkfr a 
pnut; andhnnog pagtiy fewtagp. fe«fe awwihim Mtttttis atfar oi to-night 
101^ Mb piue sooneror ktep "* 

^ WhBi affiiir P" atik ChufanoBv^ ki» egn aiwii n ^ iaift— fcoi haa hmttL 

'^ TM boKBesff oC'thB WtW 

"leMr-^ Tb&kettk! Whakofl&iir auLOdbiara. 

"irkai ef itP 1^, if $m ^soi'thek^ lam sbw it is no*: fffr^^ts 
lanind yo*;- oniys ?• 

"Pedil>--<di j«8w I wwit ifap> hnighhig Timwn I agitoi iift mtee oawr 

oMMhi lenea^ araanetMag oltiiaft aodL" 
''No, iH^ BB^ dtar jmag Mead, they we» apt liwsWiffat tfg^-tiwa lUBtiL 

^awtfew object'' 
"l»li*«»d«nliiwi^ak,iiiair - ' ^ 

''loadaiftlaigFfr^doiftycm?^ '^ 

•NQjimUy^dono*'."- I . J 

**GaifiB«BdineifIcaa." 

"^Wel. Isee^ lb. Gudmofn^TQuawioittytiittiBnQflBBifQcthaBepnq^ 
But come— it shaU never be said that youth and inexperience over aoffiKed 
^''Q&^tiw-Wipnrthy ndieale and edd sajrcaam o£ the bMnrwoiM, wUb QDbm 
^^^II^Mt^ 8bx)d br ft speetator. Sir/' saad Tom, shakm^ hia band; mtii 
^^ m 1^ taibfe^ and dartiiiff a look of fiecy^ iadignatioa fram hk fl|», 
''ar, you wei»tit» nighife trepanaadr— yea^ aii^ vzlidgr, i^bamrfoUy tiepa(iiiiBd---I 
'^P^l^ axpgeaBWBr-iate th» ped bfinaBin t (rf a oMiiial affifle-HBLofiorao 
^^^^eT^difigjaooSQiiaiv^souDliacemra^ slnfeiOD» andtbtthahnlB 

^gentlone!^ m^y^tiy bfewdieocsbwheBl oidy tkmk of tbeiiod^ax^.'' 

^o expinaam g# imeitaRng wonder and smpnae deputed in M& Cadr 
^'^oi«'s^ai;thflB»woMb, »y fiiend Phss might oonfrey^I caiiBait ^ranbne 
tode»»aHsit; saAaoktosay^i^ateTmO'iyinrtyMBiaelf&ui^ 
to^^ a bunt of kni^ a»he looked ai; hiiB, aiid lesu^ 

'* WifansvQg, as I dai^ iib»eBinn ooensence; feeMiig deeply icnr tbe inex- 
P^tKoee whiab the heaitlBasTPffiddiiBgeinici dared to tiam]^ i^mm^ I resolved 
to stand by you, and hern I am ogebo for that purpose.'* 

''Well, but wikBi ia tiie drnT^mm hm^ I done all this time F» 
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"What! areyoa still ignorant P— is it possibleP Bid 70a not hand the 
kettle from the fireplace^ and fill the teapot P— answer me that." 

" I did," said Cndmore, with a voice already becominff tremnknu. 

" Is that the duty of a genitowan P— answer me that." 

Adead pause stood in place of a reply, while Tom proceeded, 

" Did you ever hear any one ask me, or ConnseUor Daly, or Mr. foguty, 
or any other person to do so P— «iswer me that." 

"No, never," mattered Gudmore, with a sinking spirit. 

" Wdl, then, why, may I ask, were pw selectedfor that office, that, by fm 
own confession, no one else wonid stoop to perform P Til tell yon, becanue 
ton yonr yonth and inexperience, yonr innocence was deemed a fit victam 
to the heartless sneers of a cold and unfeeling world." And here Tom 
broke forth into a very beantiM apostrophe, beginning " Oh, virtne!"- 
this I am nnfortnnateiy nnable to present to my readers, and nnut only 
assure them that it was a very faithful imitation of the well-known (me de- 
livered by Bnrke in the case of Warren Hastings,— and concltidhigwiflian 
exhortation to Gndmore to wipe out the stain of his wounded honour, by le- 
polling with indignation the slightest future attempt at such an insult. 

This done, O'TLiherty retired, leaving Gudmore to dig among Greek roots, 
and chew over the cud of his misfortune. Punctual to the time and place, 
that same evening beheld the injured Gudmore resume his wonted comer, 
pretty much with the feeling with which a forlorn hope stands, matdi in 
hand, to ignite the train destined to explode with nun to thousands— himsell^ 
perhaps, among the number. There he sat, with a brain as burning and ft 
heart as excited as though, instead of sipping his bohea beside a sea-coal fiie, 
he was that instant trembling beneath the firown of Dr. Elrington, for tlie 
blunders in his Latin theme, — and what terror to the mind of a ''Jib*' can 
equal that one P 

As luck would have it, this was a company night in the boarding-house. 
Yarious young ladies in long blue sashes, amd very broad ribbon sandals, 
paraded the rooms, chatting gaily with very distinguished looking yoing 
gentlemen, with gold brooches and party-coloured inside waistcoats ; sundry 
elderly ladies sat at card-tables, discussing the " lost honour by an odd M 
they played," with heads as large as those of Jack or Jill in the pantomime; 
spruce clerks in public offices (whose vocation the expansive tendency of tlie 
right ear, from long pen-carrying, betokened) discussed fashion " and the 
musical glasses" to some very over-dressed married ladies, who preferred 
flirting to five-and-ten. The tea-table, over which the amiable hostess presided 
had also its standing votaries : mostly grave parliamentary-dooking gentLemen, 
with powdered heads and very long-waisted black coats, among whom t^ 
Sir Oracle was a functionary of his Majesty's High Gourt of Ghancety, tbongb 
I have reason to believe, not Lord Manners : meanwhOe, in all parts of the 
room might be seen Blue Peter, distributing tea» coffee, and biscuit, 
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occasioiuLlly interchanging a joke with the dwellers in the honse. While all 
these pleasing occupations proceeded, the honr of Gudmore's trial was ap- 
proaching. The teapot which had stood the attack of fourteen cups without 
flinching, at last began to fiaO, and discoveEed to the prying eyes of Mrs. 
Cknfrizzle nothing but an olive-coloured deposit of soft matter, dosdy 
analogous in appearance and chemical property to the residuary precipitate 
in a drained fish-pond ; she put down the lid with a gentle sigh, and turning 
towards the fire, bestowed one of her very blandest and most captivating 
loobonMr. Gudmore, saying^-as plainly as looks could say— '*Gudmore, 
you're wanting." Whether the youth did, or did not understand, I am un- 
able to record; I can only say, the appeal was made without acknowledg- 
ment. Mrs. Clanfrizzle again essayed, and by a little masonic movement of 
her hand to the teapot, and a sly gknoe at the hob, intimated her wish— still 
hopelessly; at last, there was nothing for it but speaking, and she donned 
her very softest voice and most persuasive tone, saying, ''Mr. Cudmore, I 
am really very troublesome ; will you permit me to ask you ** 

"Is it for the kettle, ma'am P" said Cudmore, with a voice that startled 
the whole room, disconcerting three whist parties, and so absorbing the at- 
tention of the people at loo, that the pool disappeared without any one being 
able to account for the circumstance— "is it for the kettle, ma'am P' 

''If you will be so very kind," lisped the hostess. 

"Well, then, upon my conscience, you are impudent," said Cudmore, with 
bis face crimsoned to the ears, and his eyes flashing fire. 

"Why, Mr. Cudmore," began thelady— "why, really, this is so strange! 
^y, sir, what can you meanP" 

" Jiist that^^* said the imperturbable Jib, who, now that his courage was up, 
dared everything. 

"But, sir, you must surely have misunderstood me. I only asked for the 
kettle, Mr. Cudmore." 

"The devil a more," said Cud, with a sneer. 

"Well, then, of course ^" 

"Well, then, I'll tell you, of coorse," said he, repeating her words; "the 
sorrow taste of the kettle I'll give you. Call your own skip— Blue Pether 
^^^^®«— damn me if I'll be your skip any longer !" 

^or the uninitiated, I have only to add, that ^^skijf* is the Trinity College 
appeUation for servant, which was therefore employed by Mr. Cudmore on 
^ occasion as expressing more contemptuously his sense of the degradation 
of the office attempted to be put upon him. Having abready informed my 
j^er on some particulars of the company, I leave him to suppose how Mr. 
^dmore's speech was received. Whist itself was at an end for that evening, 
jjd nothing but laughter, long, loud, and reiterated, burst from every comer 
« the room for hours after. 

Aslhaveaofartravelled outof the record of myown peculiar ^'Confessions" 
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flB^ giTB a Ictf utm wiiHfc nsgfafc one vBy nmi^tt lufttaL' of Mx. vodnionf's, 
I^mmfe moff maike liie tnly tfuw c wfeia. fnj^owKTfhyhauBsQy uariaiiig, iiot 
flhoct B8 toy yisit nw to 1^ Classic proonctB -of ^3iis agiuiiafalB ^tdlMmtcdt, 
I did Bot ewiiq^ wiihe«ct ex£9iti% iny ^lare of i^^ 
not iiieiforst of itibe joke, aod nay, Unsfdbre, nifli better $praDe*tc3li8ie story, 
wfaioh, bappify fior my TeadeiB, is a^nrart tne. A cnBtoni'picTailBuiiilbs. 
OnDfiniSQie^B iMraantmd, inuoi, Trom TccyisjBaxKppy igootmot xr oosran^* 
bouses, I tanimafaie to pre^Koate if it l)dbiig to the geoeia at lirge orttis 
one apeciniexL in pafticulsr; liow(9?er, it is a fnsfficieiitly tncnoos &ct, cvoi 
iiioQgh tkeicifay hnsg no talc for ny statiag it hen. The decanters oaibe 
dnmer-liASe wen nevei labelled wilk thar more uppn^iiale fleHignrtljnti of 
oontents, iHitffclier t^aiet, sherry, orport, bnt wiixL themuMB of Tmbii rcspcc* 
tive owners, it bang a matter of mneh leas -oansequenee^fliflt any infiriAiiI 
at table riionld mix his wine by pouiiag ''port upon madeira,* ftan xxbsb^ 
the tndy legal offence of vjppropnsAing to his own use and bendtt, eveo V 
mistake, his neighboor's bottie. fiowerm well i^ system ma^ywoil among 
iSbt Tegnlar members of the '*' domestic cirde^— acnd I am assnied fjiatit does 
sncoeed extremely^-*to the newly^trrived goest, or mnmaat^ visitar, nie 
'vflSur is perplexing, and leads oooasionaBy to awkward resiiitH. 

It so chaDced^'from my friend OTlabefty^ hidiftnalpositiflnttt fhe foot of 
the table, and my post of bomnzr near Hie head^iJutt on ^m -first db^of my 
tjppesnng theie, "the fistsBDe between to not only pieeluded dose inter- 
course, bat any of those gentle bints aslfco haMts and costoDCi n-w^vM 
lodks for At &e hands cf his better informed friend. Ihe only mode of le- 
oognition, to proye that we belonged to each d&ser, being byi^ exe^^ 
*Bid trdy fhigiish costom ctf drinking wineiiogeiher, Tom sd^ 
moment from his avocation as carver to say, 

'"Lorreqtier, "a glass of wine with yon." 

Having, of course, acceded, he again asked, 

"What wine do you drink f intending thereby, as I afterwards lestned, to 
send me from his end of the table what wine I selected. Not oanoBiviiig the 
xiljeot of the inqmry, and having hitherto, without hesitation, hdped mysi 
ftron the decanter wMdh Iwre some faint lesemblanee to sherry, I nM*' 
diately turned for correct information to i^ bottle itseif, tqkr^ whose slender 
TOtsk was tidreted tiie tbusI dip of paper. Iffy endeavonrs iio dediplierthe 
writing occuined time sufficient again to make CTlaherty as^ 

'^Well, Harry, rm waiting for yeru. Will you have dittetT^ 

"No, I ihaiik you,* I replied, havmg by fliis revealed ihe inscription' 
**no,Ithai4:70u; Tfl just stick to my oldfriend here, Bob IPGnrtty;^^ 
iSiuB I rendered liMmliarTy -Qie mune of Hi. M'Qrotty on 'flie decanter, Jjd 
whidh I, inmy ignorance, "believed to belie boaiding'-honBe sobriquet for wd 
sherry. That Mr. M'Grotty himself little relished my fimiffiarity wit eflSif 
Ms Diane or property I bad avery decisive proof, for, turning round upon his 
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t3ittr,tHui'Diii'vu|fng 'MJi '^brniil fromiiBsd. to £B0fc|ivit]i a look 0f ^ta(j*inKth« 
lietizsDAered oat in'woy kimd Sootoh, 

'"And hjm^ sacd, nyfreeni, ye amy jtrnt asiwvel isoAi ii; noo, l«r4Bilii 
ghs6 «' Ibs um inoe ^d Bc^ M'Gh^vitty, «s ye ca' Ids, sMttowtfais ^y." 

Hhe TOnvtdsBm of teoi^ter into whidi -myblxraAer aad tiie fiosManEi's 
3RBSBRitli!rew3ie "wMe boao^ lasted iiffl the elo& wM intlidni«rai,4BBd the 
ladies Ind fcfgred to 1^ diwdng-ioom, iihe orif ndividiisl At liaiUe «Mit 
nSxiiing'the nMabe being the iojmed propnetor of Hie Lottie, m^ ymR teo 
proud to mei^ repvotien from myMend'-fl deeafater, md wmM gmnaty 
oomfteseeod to opm his lips during 1^ e^emng ; mnf w riirtijuMJiTig wfaieh dis- 
l^y o! iicmest indigiiatnn, ivc eontiived to iM^Bnie eieeedmgly merry tad 
jocose, nsoBt <ff ^le party vDnmimicatiBg little epiBodes of their iMe, m-^oh, 
it is tree, they finqiiestiy figured in sitmtioBs that neliBsg Inrt their Bative 
nd ustoral nrndoor froold Tentnre to avow. One story I was oomderably 
vnoaed tdti itirastoid byi^ eoonsellor, Mr. Daly, in iSbstratloiL of tftw 
Sfficnl^df lisiiig at&e bar, and which, as ishowxDg his own mode of obfBtiing 
the deky Ihat Tonsg professional men submit to from hard neoess^, as well 
Bsin evMeooedf Ms irtrictly legal ttcm, I lidiall oertaudy leoofimt oub of theee 
dj^ fer the MBQcation of iiie junior bar. 



xrv. 



Ok Ihe mnniing afber my "visit to H^e boocnlmg-lKnEse, 1 received a iiewr 
hniiied lines from Ourzon, informing me that no time -was to be lost in join- 
ing the regiment ; that a grand fancy ball was abonti;o be given by the 
tiffieers of ihe Dtffatffng&tc, then stationed oiFDnnmorei who, when inviting 
the 4: — Ih, speciaSy pttt in b demand for my wdl-isown services, to ma^ it 
got)ff, and oonduding'wif^i an extraot from the ESMBetaiy Wt^krakr, whidi 
lanthos : ** Aniniamationlias just readied ns, from a gnarter on whidh we 
can place 'tilxe fullest Telianee, that the ct^ebrated smateor performer, Sr. 
Lorreqner, may shortly be expected among ns. I'rom ihemaqy aecomtts we 
have received of this hi^ily-gifted genfieman's powers, we -anticipate a great 
fecat to the krvers cff "the dramas'* (Ste. &c. *8o yoaaee,my iear'Hal,'' oon- 
liinied Cnrzon, 'Hiiy Tocation iselQs ihee ; therefore come, and oome qniddy ; 
piovide thyself with a black satin oostnme, clashed wilii li^ bine, point- 
hice collar andTnJfies, a Bpani^ hat looped in front, and, if possible, a loi^ 
^BpierwiHiaflathflt. Garden is not here; soyoumayshowyonr/acennder 
Koy colour wi& perfect impunity. Tours irom the nde seenes, 

»• C. OUBZON." 
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'Hob derer epistle sufficed to show me that the gaUant 4r-thliadgone 
dean theatrical mad ; and although from my " last appearance on any stage," 
it might be sopposed I should fed no peooliar desire to repeat the experi- 
ment, yet the opportunity of joining dniing Colonel Garden's absenoe, m 
too tempting to resist, and I at once made up my mind to set out, and, wi4 
out a moment's dday, hurried across the street to the coach-office to book 
myself an inside in the mail of that night. Portunatdy, no difficdty existed 
in my securing the seat, for the way-bill was a perfect blank, and I 
myself the only person who had as yet announced himself a passenger. 
returning to my hotel, 1 found (^Flaherty waiting for me. He was 
distressed on heating my determination to leave town— explained how he \d 
been catering for my amusement for the week to come— that a pic-nic to tk 
Dargle was arranged in a committee of the whole house, and a boatiiig party, 
with a dinner at the Pigeon House, was then under consideration. EesastJog 
however, such extreme temptations, I mentioned the necessity of my at onoe 
proceedhig to head-quarters, and all other reasons for my predpitancy faOing; 
conduded with that really knock-down argument, '*I have taken my place." 
This, I need scarcdy add, finished the nuctter ; at least, / have never ho^ 
it fail in such cases. Tell your friends that your wife is hourly expecting io 
be confined ; your favourite child is in the measles ; your best friend nv^ 
your aid in an awkward scrape ; your one vote only wanting to turn the scale 
in an election ;— tell them, I say, each or all of these, or a hundred more lib 
them, and to any one you so speak, the answer is, "Pooh, pooh, mydes 
fellow, never fear— don't fuss yourself— take it easy— to-morrow will do jasl 
as well" If, on the other hand, however, you reject such flimsy excuses, ami 
simply say, 'Tm booked in the mail," the opposition at once falls to tiie 
ground, and your quondam antagonist, who was ready to quarrd with you, is 
at once prepared to assist in packing your portmanteau. 

Having soon satisfied my friend Tom that resistance was in vain, I P^ 
mised to eat an early dinner with him at Morrisson's, and spent the hettei 
part of the morning in patting down a few notes of my " Confessions" as well 
as the particulars of Mr. Daly's story, which, I believe, I half or wholly pio* 
mised my readers at the conclusion of my last chapter; but which I m^ 
defer to a more suitable opportunity, idien mentioning the next occasion oi 
my meeting him on the southern circuit. 

My dispositions were speedily made. I was fortunate in seeming tlie 
exact dress my friend's letter alluded to among the stray costumes of f^ 
amble-street ; and, rich in the possession of the only "properties" it had been 
my lot to acquire, I despatched my treasure to the coach-office, and hastened 
to Moirisson's, it being by this time nearly five o'clock. There, true to time, 
Ifound O'Plaherty deep in the perusal of the bill, along which figurwitfce 
novel expedients for dining I had been in the habit of reading in every DulP 
hotd since my boyhood. " Mock-turtie, mutton, gravy, roast beef asd f^ 
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tatoes— shoulder of mutton and potatoes I^ucks and peas, potatoes ! i—ham 
and chicken, cntlet, steak, and potatoes ! ! !— apple tart and cheese :" w^th a 
slight cadenza of a sigh over the distant glories of Y6ry, or still better the 
"ri^res," we sat down to a very patriarchal repast, and what may be always 
hApar excellence in Dublin, a bottle of Sneyd's claret. 

Poor Tom's spirits were rather below their usual pitch; and although he 
made many efforts to rally and appear gay, he could not accomplish it. How- 
ever, we diatted away over old times and old friends, and forgetting all else 
bat the topics we talked of, the timepiece over the chimney fint apprised me 
that t!^o whde hours had gone by, and that it was now seven o'clock, the 
very hour the coach was to start. I started up at once, and, notwithstanding 
all Tom's representations of the impossibility of my being in time, had de- 
spatched waiters in different directions for a jarvey, more than ever determined 
upon going; so often is it that when real reasons for our conduct are wanting, 
any casual or chance opposition confirms us in an intention which before was 
but wavering. Seeing me so resolved, Tom, at length, gave way and advised 
my pursuing the mail, which must be now gone at least ten minutes, and 
which, with smart driving, I should probably overtake before getting free of 
the city, as they liave usually many delays in so doing. I at once ordered 
out the "yellow post-chaise," and before many minutes had elapsed, what 
with imprecation and bribery, I started in pursuit of his Majesty's Cork and 
Kilkenny mail ooau^h, then patiently waiting in the court-yard of the Post- 
office. 

" Which way now, your honor ?" said a shrill voice from the dark— for 
such the night had already become, and threatened with a few heavy drops of 
straight rain, the fiall of a tremendous shower. 

" The ISfaas road," said I ; "and, harkye, my fine fellow, if you overtake the 
ooach in half an hour, I'll double your fare." 

"^gorra, I'll do my endayvour," said the youth; at the same instant 
dashing in botli spurs, we rattled down Nassau-street at a very respectable 
pace for harriers. Street after street we pasded, and at last I perceived we 
^ got clear of the city, and were leaving the long line of lamp-lights behind 
OS. The night was now pitch dark. I could not see anything whatever. 
The quick clattering of the wheels, the sharp crack of the postilion's whip, or 
the still sharper tone of his " gee hup," showed me that we were going at a 
tremendous pace, had I not even had the experience afforded by the frequent 
^ts my head paid to the roof of the chaise, so often as we bounded over a 
stone, or splashed through a hollow. Dark and gloomy as it was, I constantly 
let down the window, and with half my body protruded, endeavoured to catch 
a glimpse of the " Chase;" but nothing could I see. The rain now fell iii 
actual torrents ; and a more miserable night it is impossible to conceive. 

After about an hour so spent, he at last came to a checlg so sudden and un- 
expected on my part, that I was nearly precipitated, harlequin fashion. 
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throngh tbe front wsvbir. Tftcetifiag tiM \tm, no longer BHued^aBd su- 
peoting thai ftnae pwt of o«r taddt lad gnoL mQr, I Irt dowatheMik^ aai 
cried (m^y ''Well xMw.ii^lad, anytfanginRMW?" My vacstkn ms, hnr- 
ernr, nnlKaid; and aitiunigfay amd liw stean azinag fitoM te wet and 
smoking horses, I could poroenre antal figmcs iaiktioc^ mmiag atwiit^ I 
ocndd not dirtiiiguiflhwliai they ipoe doiiife u at .wh u i thy said. AIm^I 
oertainly did Iwas, and lieartay enraed ibb inf eding locicifr as I mp9t»^ 
him to be, who ma enjoying hiiif If ai ny djippwatniiifc. lagaaBcoiea^ 
Tiraied to fiid ovt what had happcnad, aiid oalkd o«t alia lo^ 

"WenreatBA'cooIe, yonr honor,^ said the boiy, appnaduag ti» <tofl^ 
tiiedniae, '*aaid£^saii^heatii»hyhafeanii]e." 

'* Who tiie devil is she r saidL 

^ The mail, yosr hoaow, ia ahrays a ftimakr in IidaBML" 

** Then why do you stop now P Yos'ie mat going to feed, 1 sippner 

"Of ororae not, yov honour; ifslttttefeedrngtrDabkatbHebaiiiMyW 
how, bat tiiey tell me the road ta ao heacvy we'll sflter take the efaaae o^ 
the nejct stage withont leaden." 

" Without leaden!" said L "fook! my good Idkw, no hoadNsgoST; 
fbvr InoFses for a light post-«ludse and no luggage; Gome, get ap, and bo 
iKKOsenae*" At this meinent a bob iqnvoaeiwd the wiadofw with a las^ 
his hand, and so atron^y lepvescnted the dieadfid staite of thfrzoeds frimtbc 
late Tama— 4he kngtii of the stag^— the £rec}iieiiey of aeeidents kttedy fn* 
Tmder-hoTsii]g, &c., &c. that I yielded a rductant assent, and ordered 0ot 
the leaders, comforting myaetf the while, that, conaideriiigtbe inside fxe of 
&B CDaeh I made snch efforts to overtake waa rxalet a pound, and tint tia^ 
was no object to me, I certaLoly wa» pagnaig somewhat dearly for my efaamter 
for leaohitioiL 

At last we got under way once oMve, and set off cheered bry a IxcmeB^ 
dumt from at least a doaea penoas^ doahtieas denizens of that JnteiestiDg 
locality, amid whieh I oaee again heard the laugh that had so rnnch aaasiM 
mealmdy. The lam waa falliBg, if poosibk, mote heavily tban beftve,^ 
had evidently set in fertile entire mgfat. 1%rowBig myself foaek into a.oors^ 
of the " leathern oonvemenoe," I gave myself np to the foil enjoyment of tbe 
IU>chefoaeaold maxim, that tbere ia always a pteasare felt in tim miafioirfcaiies 
of even our best friends, and certainly experienced no small eoalDrt ia tb^ 
distress, by coatraathig mypcesent position with that of my two frieodsm 
the saddle, as they sweltered oa tkrongh mud and maie, rain and storm. ^ 
we w^, splaahm^ bampmg, rowing, and jokiqg, till I began at kst tobave 
serious thooghts of abdicating the seat and betaking myself to the bottoiB<^ 
tiie doBBom, for safety and protection. Mile after mile suceeeded; and as 9&& 
many a short and fitfbl tdnmbcr, whi^ n^ dreams gave an ag^parent ImS^ 
to, I woke only to find mys^ still in pmsuit, the time seemed so ensriDOiisly 
protracted, that I began to fancy my whole life was to be passed in the dadc, 
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iu chase of the Kilkenny maO, as we read in. the tme hiatoy ol the Mya^ 
Dotchmaiv wLoiior hia ma of impaAkofie— like nuue — sgioat eeotocitts Wnly 
endea^oiizmg to douHe the Gape, or the Indiaa naonecm Moow^ft i^ iffi tift*! 
baUad, Q^ whom we axe told, aft— 

^'Mbogr a cUiy to sig^t garar way, 
Ani nansf « ntoim MceaedBd^ 
TetstaLliifr^fliiM by dagr and ni^^ 
Xltta riiirirltnn laafiMW npfdid " 

This m^ht hsre been aQ Tery irall in ih» tropies, Trith a smart craft and 
doubtless plenty of sea store, but in a chaise, at night, and on the Naas road, 
IkamU^aaggest I had all the wont of th&paraileL 

Mhut the aliened' sound of the wheels gare netioe of oor approadi to a 
town, and afterftbont twenty iBinates^ ra^tMngoforthe paveuieiit, we entered. 
what I supposed, correctly, to be Naas. Here I had long since determined 
my puisQit should cease. I had done enougls^ and more tlnar enough, to Tin- 
(heate loy fioBU asamst any eharge of irresohitMni as to leaymg- Dublin, and 
was^bstittiildiiif* me of- th« ya^ua medes^ of proseestmg' my jounwy on the 
morrow, when we drew up suddei^ at the door of the Swan. Tbe arrival of 
aQhawaBd'foaFataflraifi eomiisy town inn auggflsts to ikeymam officials 
thoeoi auytiiBig" mtevi^nii the Ixafeller in pvreui^ of I&9 mail,' aod so 'Hio 
"Bsamadi immoi, 1 ww aaaafled with immraerable proifivs of'honies, supper, 
hed,8Qd8acn. My aiiiioi»qujeFyw«a tMee lepeaMinTnn, '''Whendid 
the coach pass P' 

''1fairaM^»npii0d'th&laHaard;,aie length. ''IszfrthercbwsmalP 

NotuBdeKBtaadiBg"tiie teohmcai, I answered, ''Of oomse not the Down — 
the Kilkenny and Cork maiL" 

''EiOBtDddin, air?'' 

"les, from Dublin." 

''N6taDiredyet,flir,]»rwfflitforthree-<iiiartGrvQf anhour^ fheynever 
leive Biiiiit ttU a« quarter-past senren; tfaat^ is» inf £wt» half-past, waA their 
tone here lis tmnty mbnd^s to ekren." 

'^^^ yoa aftri^dsinof a boot4xip^ we hsrebeeniPOBtiqgoiiall ni^ like 
the devil, and tH thii time the coadh has been ten males behind us^" 

" WeQ, weVe ootch them any how," said the urchin, as he diaeqgaged hzm- 
»fffipQKh»weliadliIe»aiiid stood upon the gromid'; ''andzfc'is'iietmy&ult 
that the coach is not bdfofeus.^ 

Wi& a aaUhetefy anatiiema iqimi all innfteepen^ watteon^ 08(teB> and 
PQiHm^ wifir a mikS^ indndiBg ooaeh pwp r ig tora ^ I Mlowed tile amiridog^ 
l>«Hnid'i]ito«w«fi4igh(ied roea^ with » biassm^flie^ who, )amng oidtted 
^Pper, I soon regained my equanimity. 

'^mkenai. poadnd eggs, aUHaareodd ailbrdriBe,.ware speedily de- 
^Kit^bd,and ar myrkstr glan fi»tt my one pmt of idlerrrwas poured out, 
the long expected coach drew up. A minute after, the coachman entered to 

i2 
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take his diam, followed by the gnaid. A more hunentable spectacle of (xm- 
densed moisture cannot be conceived; the rain fell from the entire drcom- 
ferenoe of his broad-brimmed hat, like the eyer-floving drop firom the edge of 
an antique fountain ; his drab coat had become of a deep orange hoe, while 
his huge figure loomed still hager, as he stood amid a nebula of damp that 
would have made an atmosphere for the Georgium Sidus. 

" Going on to-night, sir P" said he, addressing me; " severe weather, and 
no chance of its clearing ; but of course you're inside." 

"Why, there is very little doubt of that," said L "Are you neailyfall 
inside P" 

"Only one, sir; but he seems a real queer chap; made fifty inquiiies at 
the ofBi» if he could not have the whole inside to himseli^ and when he beard 
that one pLice had been taken— yours, I believe, sir^-he seemed like a scalded 
bear." 

You don't know his name, thenP" 

No, sir, he never gave a name at the office, and his only luggage is two 
brown paper parcels, without any ticket, and he has them inside; indeed, he 
never lets them from him, even for a second." 

Here the guard's horn, itnuowTimTig all ready, interrupted our ooUoquy, and 
prevented my learning anything further of my fellow-traveller, whom, how- 
ever, I at once set down in my own mind for some confounded old churl that 
made himself comfortable everywhere, without ever thinking of any one else's 
convenience. 

As I passed from the inn door to the coach, I once more congratulated 
myself that I was about to be housed from the terrific storm of wind and 
rain that railed without. 

"Here's the step, sir," said the guard ; " get in, sir ; two minutes late al- 
ready." 

" I beg your pardon, sir," said I, as I half fell over the legs of my unseen 
companion. " May I request leave to pass you P" While he made way for 
me for this purpose, I perceived that he stooped down towards the goard, 
and said something, who, from his answer, had evidently been questioned as 
to who I was. " And how did he get here, if he took hia place in Dublin?" 
asked the unknown. 

" Came half an hour since, sir, in a chaise and four," said the guard, as he 
banged the door behind him, and closed the interview. 

Whatever might have been the reasons for my fellow-traveller's anxiety 
about my name and occupation, I knew not, yet could not help feeling gratified 
at thinking that, as I had not given my name at the coach-office, I wasas 
great a puzzle to him as he to me. ' 

^ A severe night, sir," said I, endeavouring to break ground in oonveraatioiL 
^Mighty severe," briefly and half-crustily replied the unknown, with a 
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ndmess of farogue that might have stood for a certificate of baptism in Cork 
or its Ticimtj. 

''And a bad road too, sir/' said I, remembering my lately aooomplislied 
stage. 

'"That's the reason I always go armed," said the nnlmown, dinldbag at the 
same moment something like the barrel of a pistoL 

Wondering somewhat at his readiness to mistake my meaning, I felt dis- 
posed to drop any farther effort to draw him out, and was abont to address 
myself to sleep, as comfortably as I conld. 

"Til jnst tronble ye to lean off that little parcel there, sir," said he, as he 
displaced from its position beneath my elbow one of the paper packages the 
g:Qard had already alluded to. 

In complying with this rather gruff demand, one of my pocket-pistols, which 
I carried in my breast pocket, fell out upon his knee, upon which he imme- 
diately started, and asked hurriedly, "And are you armed too P" 

"Why, yes," said I, laughingly; "men of my trade seldom go without 
something of this kind." 

"Be gorra, I was just thinking that same," said the trayeller, with a half 
sigh to himself. 

Why he should or should not have thought so, I never troubled myself to 
canvass, and was once more settling myself in my comer, when I was startled 
by a very mdancholy groan, which seemed to come from the bottom of my 
companion's heart. 

"Are you ill, sir ?" said I, in a voice of some anxiety. 

"You may say that," replied he, "if you knew who yoU were talking to, 
although maybe you've heard enough of me, though you never saw me till 
now." 

" Withoat having that pleasure even yet," said I, "it would grieve me to 
think you should be ill in the coach." 

" Maybe it might," briefly replied the unknown, with a species of meaning 
^ his words I could not then understand. " Did ye never hear tell of 
Barney Doyle P' said he. 

" Not to my recollection." 

" Then I'm Barney," said he, " that's in all the newspapers in the metro- 
polis. PiQ seventeen weeks in Jervis-street Hospital, and four in the Lunatic, 
^d the devil a better after alL You must be a stranger, I'm thinking, or 
you'd know me now." 

" Why, I do confess I've only been a few hours in Ireland for the last six 
months." 

'' Ay, thaf s the reason ; I knew you would not be fond of travelling with 
me, if you knew who it was." 

** Why, really," said I, beginning at the moment to fathom some of the 
hints of my companion, " I did not anticipate the pleasure of meeting you." 
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GoUes said, when he saw me bite Cnsack Booney's thumb off." 

''Bito a vn^Blbnb «ff P* «iil I, in iMmr. 

" Ay" said he, with a kind of fiendish animation, ''in one chop. Ivi 
yg'd eee^wr T iwliiiniil iktaauaHudioa; h^aai^ihejiliik^tmiiiamh 
a fee." 

"Upon ay— I » ■!■■ J l*«Mi< «Mte**1fan^t L ^'.AalJMylMbg," 
mU ]^ inn^vcatr i^Md flettUag tMB of y«i»-''fln7l «d& lie as«^ 
this singcdar propensity of yonis P" 

** Tbcre it is now, ax deii;" fl«dii^ iaer% iw hflid 1^ 
livly, "titfs JHt 1i» my Aii« their €»'t Mke oaL Qat^Mm^J^d 
the ceribellnm, ye see, that* s inflamed and oombwtodt'Mid aoneaC Ae eiiei 

Anil A Mt ;faf bmr abnl; it at dO." 

" And have tfaor BD Mmeior tiienMf r Mid L 

" (ft, Mu ij— fth flwy harea mmo fcrit" 

" And, may I ask " 

" Why, I ti]iidL3m'dbetteri»ii,beQMne«jieM^mBybeIaiig^ 
soQie to ye in the night, though rU not, if I can help it ; and itjnjtjuk beflfr 
oonlortabie to ymte be here if I w«a to ggt^aae «f the ^*' 

"OliBBftheiStB! Wbyit'flBOtpoMibk^«g:,"BaidI, "jm^nnidli^ 
sptdilieeameyiBceinthe«tateyDaMflBtiiQn; joorfiiQHGbwielyvBildBot 
permit it P" 

" Why, if iheylknew, TpoAMf$," fUiyxeaponded the inteBortiqKimmM'-^if 
ifaey iauM, tfaegr might aot cxactiy like il^ but, je see^ I eaoaped ody H 
■igkt, and thae'U be a fine knbbiib in the maaaag, when th^yindrmflff; 
though I'm thinking Eooney's barking away by this time." 

" Baaaef bKkiiig!--wliy, what does thatBMMiP' 

" They always bark for a day or two after th«y'i8 hii^ if ttie iBiaetiaL cam 
first from the dog." 

" Ton are sanely not speaking of hj^diophafaia," said I, my Inir «eMt7 
bristling with horror and consternation. 

" Ain't I !" replied he ; "maybe you've guessed it, thougk" 

"And have you. iite malady on you at preaentP' saidl^tEeMbiavfor^^ 



" This is the ninth day siiue I took to biting," said be, ga^rob; peiM 
unconscious, as it appeared, of the terror such informatiflii ww ^sdnktedto | 
fionnoy. 

" And with such a propensity, sir, do you think yourself warranted jatn- I 
idling in «pubhcooach,ez908iBgQtber8- — " i 

" You'd better not raise your voice that way," qidetlynfipGBdedlie. "^ 
Pmioiued, it'll be worse £nr ye, thsf sail" I 
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"Hm, but.^'Hwid I, moAmtini; ay ml, '"kit mMrwrnkui^m rm 

tihiBirdFiiMrlj&fiBiif;iiHM iiim ivMln I^re ben tfainkii^ of ii^^ 
^; W l\a not nssne kiir mjvetfm iriU stand -tin ny; 1 laii^ ^ 
HonoUesoBB.^ 
''l^iny fioi:i^«iin^gkt I, ^I diall »t Mfeet 

^ I lK>pe, m^ ftflse^ mo imr or wafaT'OnnaB (mlbfewwl wijIliiiiR the, 
I oao, I kope, fxmA^mjw^m§mmb ; baitmtikw imiiiiBg mtfii partieQlaBiy 
-HntkfiB M thanMBBome * 

Will ksMMnoi^ irfttft Ik menri; ^ tin Ifltte |di^ 
tbafiei^iog «ni]iy fofrafand as IiflBcnln^ 

taortpdw nifeB of Leigidn^bzidgej'wliae'we BhDoldfcanreiopMSA'WKy 
^ifctmr. £«fark%«oiBealBd idni £B0t?:£DOBi Am^. k i w pf tt; Mid ^wreJum 
toTuUsistandtbattiMBB^waB ii0(;aiid],icDaft;<nr^iiiilfltfor foctiy auloi on 
ciAnr nie of «B. Benowankaoto a loixl of Mood^raiaM^knlnioooa- 
sioiii^^y «^ Umr jmitteriu g nobe, jm if apoikiBg to iiimflsif-*idHi tins aught 
P^><«Dd,IlBKv^iK3i--b«t1iimgld;itbeA^ mcMiti nce^ aot to 

^^stM bam. Sovoewlbrtnbte xDjTranKt coB^^ 
^^■Kk, attixi^tMff-^^w to a kmatic, wi&a pair of -pistols in loi pcwMninnj 
^ imd ahpeaely frnwy^JMB t x a sdbnaMiPBB of tis tendgaoy to do miflchifif, aad 
^ nMityio Blaster ifc ; all: ite m the dadk, aid m the la^^ 
<^<)<Kh, wkse'fiure'waB smroelyTooan fordefenoe, and no possifaQity of es- 
^- fiowlimrtaflindhfedmTvdf WkmtheooffBe-ix>amatMoi7^ 
^^vypoor ^fimdl^OBL The isfenial chaise, that I coned a hiiiid]»dti^ 
^^^Idhsfe been 101 ''fixchange,'' better than into tte life GTianis--a7, even 
^ oaMe of 1^ eoaeh, if I coidd onlyTeaeh it, wonid, luader present tk- 
^^^^Bntanees, be a ghmtos alternative to my exsrtang misfortaDB. What wene 
^ aad storm, thimder and lightning, compared "with the chanoes that 
&wted me here P wo t tfaroagh I shcnld ineiiitahly be, bat then I had not 
^ eotihracted the hoiror of moktvie my Idend opposite hkboaied imder. 
''fifti ^hat is 1ihat?---is it possS^ he can beasie^ ;— is it leally a snore F—- 
^BBveoLgxast that IMe snort be not what the aeedioal people oaJl a premo- 
'^^^fiymptomr-if so, hell be in upon me mow, m no time. Ah, there it is 
^^ssb; he must be asleep, soiely ; now th^ is my time, or never/' With 
^cee words, mnttered to myself, aad a heart tlm)bbiag ahnost audibly at the 
^ of his fljwakening, I slowly let down the window of tiie ooaeh, and 
BMching far\h my haad, tmmed the handle cautioiisly and slowly; I next 
disengaged my legs, aad by a long eontiauoas effort of creeping— whidi I had 
learned perfectly once, whoi practising to go as a boa-eonstrictor to a fancy 
^— I withdrewmysdf from the seat amdieai^ed the sbep, when I mirttered 
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sometlimg very like a tlumksgiviiig to ProTidence for my lescne. With Wk 
difficulty Inow climbed up beside the guard, whose astonishment at my ap- 
pearauoe was indeed considerable ; that anymaa should prefer the otit, to the 
inside of a coach, in such a night, was rather remarkable ; but that the peisoii 
so doing should be totally unproTided with a box-coat, or other similar pio- 
tection, argued something so strange, that I doubt not, if he were to dedicle 
upon the applicability of the statute of lunacy to a trayeller in the maO, the 
palm would certainly have been awarded to me, and not to my late pom- 
panion. Well, on we rolled, and heayily as the rain poured down, so reUeyed 
did I feel at my change of position, that I soon fell fast asleep, and nerer 
woke till the coach was driving up Patrick-street. Whatever soUoe to my 
feelings reaching the outside of the coach might haye been attended with at 
night, the pleasure I experienced on awaking, was really not unalloyed. More 
dead than alive, I sat a mass of wet clothes, like nothing under heaven except 
it be that morsel of black and spongy wet cotton at the bottom of a school- 
boy's ink bottle, saturated with rain, and the black dye of my coat. My hat, 
too, had contributed its share of colouring matter, and several long black 
streaks coursed down my " wrinkled firont," giving me very mnch. the air of 
an Indian warrior, who had got the first priming of his war paint. I cer- 
tainly must have been a roefol object, were I only to judge from the faces of 
the waiters as they gazed on me when the coach drew up at Bice and Walsh's 
Hotel. Cold, wet, and weary as I was, my curiosity to leam more of my late 
agreeable companion was strong as ever within me— perhaps stronger, from 
the sacrifices his acquaintance had exacted from me. Before, however, I had 
disengaged myself from the pile of trunks and carpet bags I had surrounded 
myself with, he had got out of the coach, and all I could catch a glimpse of 
was the hack of a little short man in a kind of grey upper coat, and long gal- 
ligaskins on his legs. He carried his two bundles under his ann, aad 
stepped nimbly up the steps of the hotel, without ever turning his head to 
either side. 

" Don't fancy you shall escape me now, my good friend," I cried out, as I 
sprang from the roof to the ground, with one jump, and hurried after the 
great unknown into the coffee-room. By the time I reached it he had ap* 
preached the fire, on the table near which, having deposited the mystenons 
paper parcels, he was now busily engaged in divesting himself of his great- 
coat; his face was still turned from me, so that I- had time to appear em- 
ployed in divesting myself of my wet drapery before he perceived me; at 
last the coat was unbuttoned, the gaiters followed, and, throwing them care- 
lessly on a chair, he tucked up the skirts of his coat, and, spreading himself 
comfortably, a PJnglais, before the fire, displayed to my wondering and sta- 
pified gaze the pleasant features of Doctor Finucane. 

. " Why, Doctor— Doctor Finucane," cried I, " is this possible P Were you 
then really the inside in the mail last night ?" 
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''Devila doubt.of it, Mr. Lorrequer; and, may I make bould to ask, were 
you the outside P" 

" Then what, may I beg to know, did you mean by your damned story about 
Barney Doyle, and the hydrophobia, and Cusack Booney's thumb— eh ?*' 

"Oh, by the Lord!" said Finucane, "this will be the death of me. And it 
WBS pu that I drove outside in all the rain last night ! Oh, it will kill 
Eather Mahichi outright with laughing, when I tell him." And he burst out 
into a fit of merriment that nearly induced me to break his head with the 
poker. 

"Am I to understand, then, Mr. Einucane, that this practical joke of youis 
vas contrived for mp benefit, and for the purpose of holding m^ up to the 
ridiccQe of your confounded acquaintances f* 

"Nothing of the kind, upon my conscience," said Fin, drying his eyes, anijL 
eadeavouring to look sorry and sentimental "If I had only the least sus- 
picion in life that it was you, upon my oath I'd not have had the hydrophobia 
at all, and, to tell you the truth, you were not the only one firightened— you 
alarmed me devilishly too," 

" I alarmed you ! Why, how can that be ?" 

"Why, the real affair is this : I was bringing these two packages of notes 
down to my cousin Callaghan's bank in Cork— fifteen thousand pounds, 
Ml a less— and when you came into the coach at Naas, after driving there 
^h your four horses, I thought it was all up with me. The guard just 
whispered in my ear, that he saw you look at the priming of your pistols be- 
fore getting in ; and faith I said four Paters, and a Hail Mary, before you'd 
count five. Well, when you got seated, the thought came into my mind that 
maybe, highwayman as you were, you would not like dying a natural death, 
more particularly if you were an Irishman ; and so I trumped up that long 
stoiy about the hydrophobia, and the gentleman's thumb, and devil knows 
what besides ; and, wMLe I was telling it, the cold perspiration was running 
down my head and face, for every time you stirred, I said to myself, now, he'U 
do it. Two or three times, do you know, I was going to offer you ten shil- 
jmgs in the pound, tCnd spare my life ; and once, God forgive me, I thought 
it would not be a bad plan to shoot you by * mistake,' do you perceave P" 

"Why, upon my soul, I'm very much obliged to you for your excessively 
^intentions ; but re^y I feel you have done quite enough for me on the 
present occasion. But, come now, doctor, I must get to bed, and, before I 
so, promise me two things— to dine with us to-day at the mess, and not to 
iiaention a syllable of what occurred last night— it tells, believe me, very badly 
for both; so, keep the secret, for if these confounded fellows of ours ever 
get hold of it, I may sell out and quit the army; Til never hear the end 
of it !» 

"Never fear, my boy ; trust me. I'll dine with you, and you're as safe as 
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doilies, for Fm thhikiiig it lamed last night.'' 

room, inibiitdy wan dhiifliiiiiri md tht^Mkn «t iimAmmi^Llmimttki 

4Amn a.f. all ±\m m n m m M mmA t». f ^ i mm u f u m ili ft hMt tail j um i m i m — ■ i -ti—i-fa% ^Sow- 

«ier/'tboi]ehtI,'']f ihe doofesr ioBepiiii mdtsUffooi velb the ^rkk 
iAiriibetvraBBLiuUiiMlely; bst,dMdd it iMt .te ff^lmiriiMt M 

pleasant thotights, I betook myself to bed, and, what with mnSed poi^«ui 
BUazBigtesiwoMMiaTOiBamoaBBeiiKisfliF liniii|rairan»4itnMiirfl Mrimiil 
ndfellsoaadsilBqp, to dnm of doBbom,M i \ m i — iriwcii ^ Amitd hari^ 
and all the pleasing associations wfk^- 
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At BIX o'doek I had the pteasnre of presea&ig the woitiiy DoetorllmTiflae 
to oar mess, taking st "Qso same time an opportnmty, naoliuflituA hf Iehb, to 
inform tSnee or four of my biotiier offioers that mj friend was mligr a du- 
racter, aboimdinginnatiTe drollery, and richer in good stories thaBerentiK 
genendifcy of his Ysomtrymen. 

Notbing oonld possibly go on better ISum "Aie eariy part of the wawig. 
Fin, true to his promise, never onoe alluded to lAat I eofold plnbily penm 
was erer izppeimost in his mind, and, what with histoid of hmBOvr, qaiiDt- 
ness of cxyiesuon, and qxdtdoiess at leply, gannshed Qiiuughoot by JnsHflBt 
melliflnoxus brogae, the true ''Booca Ooifama," kept vs from one roar d 
laughter to another. It was jnst at the moment in which his B^hiiBWS B mS i 
at their highest, that I had the misfortime to call upon him for a stozy, wMeh 
his cousin, Father Mafachi, had alhided to on the erer-memoiaMe emiing at 
his house, and which I had a great desire to hear from Fin's own lips. Be 
seemed disposed to escape tdling it, and, upon my oontinuiBg to piess vsf 
request, drily remstked, 

"You forget, surdy, my dear Mr. Lorrecnier, -Hie weak eoad iiiu n Pm in ; 
and these gentlemen here, they dont know what ft severe UlneBS Fve been 
labouring under hitely, or Ihey would not pass the decanter 60 freely dows 
this quarter." 

I had barely time to throw a mingled look of entreaty and menaee aeross 
the table, when half a dozen others, rightly judging from the doctor's tone 
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mi M ^ iMu m mL 't aafRBu m, IJMttlagTwMy iwaLwaf 'MiiwiijwflmMirf im 

than snf ering about it, called out together, — 

^'Oii, dodtar, liy afi'Menis, teH os the nature of yoviifce rttMk— imy le- 
kteit^ 

'' With Mr. Lorrequer^i pemisBiDD, I'm yovr akfe, .gmtiB M Mi /* and lii, 
ftoiefaaig «ff ioB g^Mi. 

" Oh, as for me/' I cried, " Dr. Fmucane has my full permission to Mifl 
«hitmrtei>l8aMB to iStiak^ it nAjcNSt for fonr «wunMit.*' 

''OoiK^ tinn, 4oetor, Hany has no ofajMtk ywine; ao vet with it^ud 
TO "we ifl ywpwed to ttyMpaflnae with ytwr wwa aiid i iifaii i Bfl , -wi m to fa. 
%be,*' 

"W4ffl,I«a«ine, Ii!B?er«oiiUthmkef nmMoraiigitwtifcQntldslaif^ 

but now that he sees no objection ^Eh, do jtm^ihmjtjkf K §o, then, 

^B^tiewiiikBig tnd mking faees at » ; )mt -sayliie word, and daril a 
Bl^Ms «f it 101 tell to man 0r mortal.^ 

fke latterpartiof thas delecjtaUe apeeeh wm aidnsaed'to me aonaa Hfo 
f^ m«qpaGioB of stoge iHBspar, in lepVto aometelegfB^Ho fiigaalslfad 
<)6ca ttRMring hsBo, to ndnee bki to tm the oa nv w a ation mto aBBoflHr 
ofaiDuwL 

"'fcan, that^ «H0Bgii," eontisBed lie, «a*fo wfl»— "TE lee yotfd laHnr Fd 

wtMiti" 

"M It and be d d;** said I, wearied by the infloirig^e pertaoacily 

^th vhieh tin Tflkin aasaSed me. My most unexpeetod energy tlirew the 

^^ table into a roar, at i^e oonolnsion of whieh I%l began hisuandiwiaf 

ftenaakjoanhadYeatraB. 

^^ I neai not tdQ my leader, who has foQenred me tioooghoRSct in tiwae 117 

^^^^'^^nmSf^^iskeiAi sndi a story lost notimigof its abauxdity, wtien cntivBtod 
^^doctor'spowemofnaaTatiQn; he dw^wx&apoefsfeeliBgTipQnl^ 
^^s^ytion of bafi own sufferings, and my sinoeKe eondolenoe and commiaeiA- 
^; be toufiiied within utmost deHeacy upon &e distant iuntsbywUeh 
oe broke the news to me; bat when be came to deseribe my open and nxidia- 
S^^ tenor, and my seeretand precipitate retreat to llie roof of the ooadi, 
''^efewBs iK^ a man at table that was not oonruked with laogbter-^id, 
f"^ I w^Bowiedge it, eren I mysdf was miaUe to withstand Ihe effect, aod 
Med in the general choras against mysdf. 

^'WfM,** said the remorBeless wretch, as he Unshed his atoiy, "if ye 
iBvmNjthe bard hearts to laugh at such a mdbncholy subject ! Maybe, bow- 
^^>ycKi^S0t^K>erael«ftora]lr-hcare'satoa6tforyou: 'A speedy rceovBry 
^^sadc Hoen^.' ** Tins was drank amid renewed peals, with all the 
'^^'^■i^; «&d I had abundant time before the uproar was oiyer, to wish erery 
^ of ttien hanged. It was to no purpose Ihat I endeofonred to tmin the 
^•••8 bydeacrifeing iPin's terror at my «apposed resembbaiee to a highw^- 
^'^'i^'-^HrtQvybadihepreoedenee,«DdImetn0tfaBqrdim&giny b«^ 
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sly aUiuioiiB to mad dogs, nrazzLes, and doctora; and contemptible puis woe 
let off on every side at my expense. 

'' If s a litUe shame I take to myself for the mistaike, anyhov/' said Fin, 
"for, patting the darkness of the niight out of the question, Vm not so sure 
I wonld not have ngly suspicions of you by daylight." 

''And besides, doctor," added I, "it wonld not be yonr first blimder in 
the darL" 

" True for yon, Mr. Lorreqner," said he, good-hnmonredly ; " and now that 
I have told them yonr stoiy, I don't care if they hear mine, though, maybe, 
some of ye have heard it already : it's pretty well known in the Ncsrth Coik " 

We all gave onr disdaimers on this point, and having ordered in a fresh 
cooper of port, disposed onrselves in onr most easy attitudes, while the 
doctor proceeded as follows : 

" It was in the hard winter of the year '99 that we were quartered in 
Maynooth, as many said, for our sins— for a more stupid place, the Lord be 
merdfal to it, never were men condemned to. The people sJt the college 
were mudx better off than ns; they had whatever was to begot intiieooontiy, 
and never were disturbed by mounting guard, or night patrols. Many of the 
professors were good fellows, that Hked grog fuUy as well as Greek, and 
nnderstood short whist and five-and-ten quite as intimately as they knew the 
Vulgate, or the Confessions of St. Angustine. They made no ostentatious 
display of their pions zeal, but whenever they were not fasting or praying, or 
something of that kind, they were always pleasant and agreeable ; and»to do 
them justice, never refused, by any chance, an invitation to dinner— no matta 
at what inconvenience. Well, even this little solace to our affliction was 
soon lost by an unfortunate mistake of that Orange rogue of the world, Major 
Jones, that gave a wrong pass one night— Mr. Lorreqner knows the story"- 
(here he alluded to an adventure detailed in an early chapter of my " Confes- 
sions") — " and from that d^ forward we never saw the pleasant faces of the 
Abb6 D'Array, or the Professor of the Humanities, at the mess. WeD, the 
only thing I could do, was just to take an opportunity to drop in at the 
college in the evening, where we had a quiet rubber of whist, and a little 
social and intellectual conversation, with maybe an oyster and a ^ises of 
punch, just to season the thing, before we separated, all done discreetly and 
quietly— no shouting or even singing, for the 'superior* had a prejudice about 
profane songs. Well, one of those nights it was» about the first week is 
rebruary, I was detained by stress of weather from eleven o'clock, whfin ve 
usually bade good night, to past twelve, and then to one o'clock, waiting k 
& dry moment to get home to the barracks— a good mile and a half off. Ere? 
time old Father Mahony went to look at the weather, he came back saying; 
'It's worse it's getting; such a night of rain, glory be to God, never vis 
seen.' So there was no good in going out to be drenched to thesidii, andl 
sat quietly waiting, taking between times a little punch, just not to seem no- 
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patient, nor distress their 167*1811063. At last it struck two, and I thoi^fht^- 
' WeU, the decanter is empty now, and I think, if I mean to walk, Pve taken 
enough for the present ;' so, wishing them all manner of happiness and plea- 
sant dreams, I stumbled my way down stairs, and set out on my journey. I 
was always in the habit of taking a short cut on my way home across the 
'Gurt na brocha;,' the priesfs meadows, as they call them, it saved nearly 
half a mile, although on the present occasion, it exposed one wofully to the 
tm, for there was nothing to shelter under the entire way, not even a tree. 
Well, out I set in a half trot, for I stayed so late I was pressed for time ; 
besides, I felt it easier to run than to wsJk, I'm sure I can't tell why; maybe 
the drop of drink I took got into my head. Well, I was just jogging on 
across the common, the rain beating hard in my face, and my clothes pasted 
to me with the wet ; notwithstanding, I was singing to myself a verse of an 
old song to lighten the road, when I heard suddenly a noise near me like a 
man sneezmg. I stopped and listened— in fact, it was impossible to see 
your hand, the night was so dark— but I could hear nothing; the thought 
then came over me, maybe it's something * not good,' for there were very ugly 
stones going about what the priests used to do formerly in these meadows ; 
and bones were often found in different parts of theuL Just as I was think- 
ing this, another voice came nearer than the last, it might be only a sneeze, 
after all, but in real earnest it was mighty like a g^finn. 'The Lord be about 
^/ 1 said to myself, * whaf s this P have ye the pass P* I cried out, ' EJAve 
ye the pass P or what brings ye walking here, in nomine patri P' for I was so 
confused whether it was a ' sperif or not, I was going to address him in 
^A— there's nothing equal to the dead languages to lay a ghost, every- 
body blows. I^th, the moment I said these words, he gave another groan, 
deeper and more mdancholy like than before. ' If it's uneasy ye are,' says I, 
* for anyneglect of your friends,' for I thought he might be in purgatory longer 
tban he thought convenient, 'tell me what you wish, and go home peaceably 
oat of the rain, for this weather can do no good to living or dead ; go home,' 
said I, *and, if if s masses ye'd like, I'll give you a day's pay myself, rather 
than you should fret yourself this way.' The words were not well out of my 
mouth, when he came so near me that the sigh he gave went right through 
^th my ears. ' The Lord be mercifiil to me,' said I, trembhng. ' Amen,' says 
be, in a husky voice. The moment he said that, my mind was relieved, for I 
^w it was not a sperit, and I began to laugh heartily at my mistake. ' And 
vboaieye at all,' said I, 'thafs roving about at this hour of the nightP Ye 
^'t be Eather Luke, for I left him asleep on the carpet before I quitted the 
college, and faith, my friend, if you hadn't the taste for divarsion, ye would 
not be out now.' He coughed then so hard, that I could not make out well 
^bat he said, but just perceived that he had lost his way on the common, and 
^ alittle disguised in liquor. 'If s a good man's case,' said I, 'to take a 
little too much, though if s what I don't ever do, myself; so, take a hold of 
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mjluund^andrilamTni Mfe.' ltAteUktioakiaflmai,naaAgtk\m,}Bi 
bx the arm, m I Impni, boBk bjii* hair ol tii» head» for h»iP«» ail dripping 
wttiLiralv adlli^Joak iMfrlmfe. ' Wdl, ywOl not bo bsitaEof tlni mgiiK's 
egxmtaapPy' tkwght I> 'ifyeanliaUato the ifaevaatiBm; and nsr, wba» 
afaonfcs da jm Im^ nqrfckod, for Pli aea you safe \mian I knve tosP 
What hft aaii tliai.liifli«v oeiild oisaiif Bnioe oat» fet.tiia'wiBilaBd nmioe 
bo& beatiag iQ lavd apmat my £ue^ that I omdd 11^^ 
I was aUa fatk to jjWiUBaw that faa ms yoy Biaoii AgviaBd itk- ioAf ari 
apdoo rather thick. 'WcU^iiaver iBiad,' said I, 'it^snat a tnaeof differ 
nadi c oa T ttaBiMj a^ ao, eoaaa abn^ and PU sae yon sulii t& the goardhoiBe; 
if yoa oan't mm laliar yoarowiipiaae of abode in ilia meaa ^Hd]i»/ Bwu 
joirtat tlv nMHDeorf; I said llda thati fint disooTCTBd hair^ 
WeSi^iMam, jatMi mrm gnna hair I did it; and, feath, I ahrays ^lon^ ii 
aTKjoafcetiBDg^afima, andbothoiviintiiadariL'* 

"W^eUylEBBlljranifeflBitiBaathflnvbeAaTeiydiflS^ aiBderile 

ciwmiB«tan«a; pny^hcnr did y«m contriTe F** said the na^. 

Jaat gBBBM aSfW," 

''By the tma ol hia -msd, perhapsy and his aooent/* aaid Garaaa. 
''Bevfl a bit*; £ar he i^oke reaiadEahly wtSl^ oamiiadag htm 6r goulB 
"vaa in liqiaie/' 
"Wd^pmkditrbythfl^tondhQffaiahaBd; nobadteat.'* 
'']fo; yom^ie immg again, for it wm bytlia hairlhadahotdcl'&aifti 
foar of&Uingr, for he waa ahsaya stooiBiff down. WeU, yoa^ nam 8** 
it; itiraajnakbyilietoaeh.af bisfoot/* 
''HL^fbot! Why how did tittt give yon any ialonBaimar 
''There it ia noir ; l&af s jnat-nhat only an IndiBian'mrald everhavaiMde 
anythm^oaitef; for while he waa atcaddiner aboai^ hia happaaaitotieii 
upon my toaa^ nd naver HDoa I waa bom did I fBalaaytinng Ite 
aflnai. 'Wefi^'aaidl, 'tfaekaaof yoarhatmay gEfByaia<nU»By^' 
but upon my QBBBflience yon azer in no danger df wet fast wi&aMira'Ptt^<i^ 
stroDgbngiMBaiyionhaYeanycnk' Well, hekB]#nd.attbatti]lItlM>i](^ 
he'd i^t hi&aidesi and, in good trai^ I coald nut fadpjoiaBBginiihBfD^ 
althiPHgh Bfy foot, waa naaztrng ISoasia^ and so we jogged alaB|g:tia!aa^^ 
laio, enjoying the joke jastaa if wet were sitting by agood fire, wiih a jt^'o'' 
cf paneih between na^ I am sore I osn't tefi yotn how often we Mtitf^ 
night, bnt.]DycIietheft the nat maromgiwne aJaaolntely cemaoLwA^ 
and my hat onoBhed in two; for he waa ao confoandedly dmnk itw^'is^P'''' 
sihie to beep bias np, and he alwaya k^tbc»EiiigakBigrwilikhiiahflaido^ 

so that my heaxt was ahnost broke in keeping him upon his kga. rmn^^ 
never had a morn fE^dgning macrdL in the wbole PeninaDla tiutttintbksaei 
mile and ahalf ; bat every misfortune haa an end. at laati aacL ftiiM* ^ 
o'oiloeky striking by the eoUege dock, aa we teashedtbe b aiBraflia^ ^ 
Vnnfffeiyta a wfflplft of timcs. attdiR.TiDir the eovnitersinL.tbn sezitottMB^"'^ 
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flBttH wM^Bei,.aaLTgFhmHi, aebiiUj hage^ wi& jcqr thai Lhad, dene iriHh my 
Mend; so I just caUedoittbe aetgeant. oi tke gmd, and aaid^ 'WiE yoa 
pat that pooK fdkw (nthe goird-bed till^iiioniiiis; for I'&nBd ham on the 
oommoii, and he could neither find his way home nor tell me where he lifcd.' 
'AiidwheK&iaheP saiitheaeigeBBit. 'He'aoniadA that gate tiun^' said I, 
'wettotheakd]^ and. shakiBg as i£ he had tfaft agncJ 'Andia^iahinLP 
said the sergeant, as we went outside. 'It is/ said I; 'mayhejoakmnr 
him V ' Maybe Pve a gaess/ said he, bursting into a fit of laughing, that I 
thought he'd choke witL ' WeUySergeaot/ said I, ' I always took yon for a 

limnane man; but^if thafs the wayyoutreatafeUow-creature in distress * 

*k fellow-creature!' said he, laughing louder than before. 'Ay, a fellow- 
creature,' said I— for the sergeant was an Orangeman—' and if he differs 
from you in matters of religion, sure he's your fellow-creature still.' ' Troth, 
doctor, I think there's another trifling difference betune us,' said he. 
' DaHHL yoKP politiai,' said 1; ' niBTeB lot- them intaifiira vitk troe bomamty.' 
WaoE^Irii^.mQipir? ' Tate good cage of hMB» and hmrfghalf ■ aronn fa 
ye.' Sfl^ sATUig'thcafr ^Rorda,. I steeaed ^aiig.hx the bactack inifl^ and, after a 
little gH^pia^gidMmiy got up^rtaink to ngrqiiari^ tfaaikato a naiknaUy 

good constitution and regular habits of life, I soon f eU £ut aalee|iL^ 

Whenthft dacte had said tlH» m1lel^. he pieahed hia ehak flU|^^ 
table, and, taioBg eff hia wina^ looked abaoii huawithtiheeiiiiq^oaBieof aman 
who has Iscn^ hae tdb to a<tBQiimati0&.. 

** WeQ» but^. doetoi^" aadd the maioi, '*yo& are stndy^ noidoM. Xaaa have 
Boi yet tdd ue ?Fho your intoeeatHig: firnndtomed oaito W 

"ThaifathB veiSTtUnfii thci^ Bm not aUe to do." 
Biit» oieouKae^" said anether^ " yaur atosy does not endthare." 
Aad wIkib thia demk weadd jcsn lame it; endH" repliedhe^ "BidD^t I 
faring my hero honey and go aakepafiieraBarda myself andiJicii, witkTxrtae 
rewarded, hew eeuldl &aaak it better?" 

''Oh^aCooQiae; bHk.st3IyQfthamBDt aesoimted f cff a pnaeq^ diaracfter 
ia the mxnd&re," said L 

'^Exaetiy ae," aaid Carzos. "We wexe all espeefciiig aone spfendad 
catastrof^ in tfae.]«iniHig;. that yoar companion turned oat to be the Duke 
Q£Leiiiater»ait.]eaat— «r periMpi-a zeheL general, mth an immease psiee upoa 
his head." 

"Nfi^iheriiieoneiiortfae other," said !l^ diiiy. 

"And do foa BManto say tbare never, waa aaur <^ to the daasmmg 
of him?" 

''TheentizeaffauriswTa^inmyBte9ryt&thiiahanxr,''88i^ ^ThcM 
& joke aboat it, to be sixpb, aaumg the offioen ; battiie Nai& Goik 
vanted soiaeihiii^ to hn^ at " 

" And wbafcwaa the joke?" said serenl tcoioes togetiiB& 

" Jusfc a CQBpfaaiifc from old Mickey OulahaD^ the po^^ 
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in the monung, that some of the officers took away his bJind mare off tbe 
commoii, and that the letters were late in oonaeqiience." 

"And so, doctor," called ont seven or eight, "yonr firiend tamed oat 
to be " 

" Upon my conscience they said so, and that rascal, the sergeant, would 
take his oath of it ; but my own impression I'll never disclose to the hour d 
my death." 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THBATBIGAUB. 

OuB s6anoe at the mess that night was a late one, for after we had dis- 
cussed some coopers a! claret, there was a very general public fiiding in 
favour of a broiled bone and some devilled kidneys, followed by a v^ ample 
bowl of bishop, over which simple condiments we talked " green-room*' ti 
near the break of day. 

Erom having been so long away from the corps I had much to learn of theii 
doings and intentions to do, and heard with much pleasure that they possessed 
an exceedingly handsome theatre, well stocked with scenery, dresses, and de- 
corations ; tiiat they were at the pinnacle of public estimatioD, from what 
they had already accomplished, and calculated on the result of my appeaiaDce 
to crown them vdth honour. I had, indeed, very little choice left me in tbe 
matter ; for not only had they booked me for a paiticuLir part, but bills were 
already in circulation, and sundry little three-cornered notes enveloping them, 
were sent to the ^lite of the surrounding country, setting forth that "on 
!Friday evening the committee of the garrison theatricals, intending to per- 
form a dress rehearsal of the ' Family Party,' request the pleasure of Mr. — 

and Mrs. ^'s company on the occasion. Mr. Loneguer will undertake the 

part of Captain Beaugarde. Supper at twelve. An answer will obhge." 

The sight of one of these pleasant little epistles, of which the foregoing is 
a true copy, was presented to me as a great flavour that evening, it hsm 
been agreed upon that I was to know nothing of their high and mighty re- 
solves till the following morning. It was to little purpose that I assured them 
all, collectively and individually, that of Captain Beaugarde I absolutely kiiev 
nothing^had never read the piece— nor even seen it performed. I felt, too, 
that my last appearance in character in a " Pamily Party" was anything but 
successful; and I trembled lest, in the discussion of the subject, some con- 
founded allusion to my adventure at Cheltenham might com^ out. Happily 
they seemed all ignorant of this ; and fearing to bring conversation in any 
way to the matter of my hie travels, I fell in vdth their humour, and agreed 
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that if it were possible, in the limited time allowed me to manage it— I had 
but four days— I shonld undertake the character. My concurrence failed to 
give the full satisfaction I expected, and they so habitnally did what they 
pleased with me, that, like all men so disposed, I never got the credit for con- 
cession which a man more niggardly of his services may always command. 

" To be sure yon will do it, Harry," said the major ; " why not ? I could 
leam the thing myself in a couple of hours, as for that." 

Now, be it known that the aforesaid major was so incorrigibly slow of study, 
and dull of comprehension, that he had been successively degraded at our 
theatrical board from the delivering of a stage message to the office of check- 
taker. 

" He's so devilish good in the love scene," said the junior ensign, with the 
^te eyebrows. " I say, Gurzon, you'R be confoundedly jealous though, for 
he is to play with Fanny." 

" I rather think not," said Gurzon, who was a little tipsy. 

" Oh yes," said Frazer, ** Hepton is right. Lorrequer has Fanny for his 
'premiere;' and, upon my soul, I should feel tempted to take the part myself 
upon the same terms ; though I verily believe I should forget I was acting, 
and make fierce love to her on the stage." 

" And who m&j^la eharmarUe Fanny be P" said X with something of the air 
of the " Dey of Algiers" in my tone. 

" Let Cmzon tell him," said several voices together ; " he is the only man 
to do justice to such perfection." 

'' Quiz away, my merry men," said Gurzon ; '' all I know is, that you are a 
confoundedly envious set of fellows; and if so lovely a girl had thrown her 
eyes on one amongst you ^" 

" Hip ! hip ! hurrali !" said old Fitzgerald, " Gurzon is a gone man. He'll 
be off to the palace for a license some fine morning, or I know nothing of such 
matters." 

" Well, but," said I, " if matters are really as you all say, why does not Gurzon 
take the part you destine for me ?" 

" We dare not trust him," said the major; " Lord bless you, when the call- 
% would sing out for Gaptain Beaugarde in the second act, we'd find that he 
^ Levanted with our best slashed trousers, and a bird of paradise feather 
in his cap." 

" Well," thought I, " this is better at least than I anticipated, for if nothing 
else offers, I shall have rare fun teasing my friend Gharley," — ^for it was evident 
that he had been caught by the lady in question. 

And so you'll stay with us ; give me your hand— you are a real trump." 
Tiiese words, which proceeded from a voice at the lower end of the table, were 
addressed to my friend Fmucane. 

"ru stay with ye, upon my conscience," said Fin; "ye have a most a©- 
*ictive way about ye, and a very superior taste in milk punch." 

K 
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But, doctor/' said I, ''ymi nrasfc not be a drone in the hire; wkkfOl 
ye do for usP Yoa should be a oi^ital So: LnehiB (^Trigger, if weoooldget 
up the BItsJb.'' 

"My forte is the dram— the big dram; pot me among what (he Gieeb 
call the 'Monsikoi,' and I'll astonish ye." 

It was at once agreed that Fin should follow the bent of his genius; and 
after some other arrangements for the rest of the party, we separated fertile 
night, having previoasly toasted the ''Fanny," to whidi Canon attempted 
to reply, bat sank, o verpowered by punch and feelings^ $Bii lookad laa^' 
able things, withoat the power to firame a sentence. 

Daring the time which intervened between the dinner andtheniglit^ 

pointed for onr rdieanal, I had more hnsiness npon my hands than a Chas- 

oeQor of the Ezdieqner Ihe week of the bodget being prodaced. ThewliQk 

management of every department fell, as usoal, to my share, and all tkee 

who, previously to my arrival, had oontdfauted their quota of labour, did 

nothing whatever now but lounge about the stage, at ait half the day inik 

orchestra^ listening to some confounded story of iFinneane's, who oontnTed 

to have an everlasting mob of actors, scene-painters, fiddkrs, and alU)Q}s 

always about him, who, from their uproarioos mirth, and r^ieated shouts d 

merriment, nearly drove me distnu^ as I stood almost aloneand m^ 

in the whole management. Of la belle fVinny, all I learned was^ that i^evas 

a professional actress of very oonsidnabie talent, and extremdly pretty; M 

Corzon had fallen desperately in love with her the only night die had qipeaied 

on the boards there; and that, to avoid his absurd peraeentian of her, sbe 

had determined not to come into town until tiie morning of tlie rdusai8al,8i)e 

being at that time on a visit to the house of a country gentlemafi in the w^ 

bourhood. Here was a new difficulty I had to contend with — ^to go throiigli 

my part alone was out of the question to making it effiDotihre; andl^s) 

worried and harassed, that I oftoi fairly resolved on taking the wings of the 

mail, and flying away to the nttermost parts ci the south of Iieland, tfflall 

was still and tranquil again. By degrees, however, I got matters into better 

train, and by getting over our rehearsal eaiiy before Hin aiipeaied, as lie 

usually slept somewhat later after his night at mess, I managed to bsve 

things in something like ozdn; he and his confounded drum, whidi, vhrn* 

ever he was not story-telling, he was sure to be practising on, beings intact, 

ihid greatest difficulties opposed to my managerial functions. One property 

he possessed, so totally at variance with all habits of order, that it oonq^Mf 

baffled me. So numerous were his narratives, that no ooeaaion oodd possibly 

arise, no ohanoe expressixm be let fall on the stage, but Fin had aomethiog 

he deemed h, propos, and which, sans fo9on, he at onee related for tiie beaefit 

of all whom it might concern; that was usually the entire 001|mi draaiatiip|e) 

who eagerly turned from stage directions and groupings, to langh at his 
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oolous jests. I^hall give aa instwoce of this fai^t of iatetTupti<m, aad let 
the unhappy wight who has filled sfach an office as miiie pity my woes. 

I was standing <me monniig on the stage, drilling my '^ooips" as usual* 
One tDost te&aetory spirit, to whom faxit a few wtnds were entmsted, and 
who bimgled even those, I was endeayonring to train into something like his 
part. 

**Come, now, Elsmoie, try it againH^t so. Yes, come forward in tiiis 
mamier— take her hand tenderly^-pvess it toyonr lips ; retreat towards the 
flat, and then, bowing deferei^ally—thtis> say *Good night, good night;' 
that's very simple, eh P "Well, now, that's all you have to do, and that brings 
you over heie; so yon make yonr exit at once." 

''Exactly so, Mr, £ismoie ; alvr&ys contrive to be near the door nnder snch 
cbemnstanees. That was the way with my poor friend Curran. Poor Phil- 
pot, when he dined witk the Ghiild of Minchant l^ulors, tJiey gave him a gold 
box, with their araus upon it~« goose proper, witii needles saltier-wise, or 
something of that kind ; and they made him free of their ' ancient and loyal 
oorpoiation,' and gave him a very grand dinner. Well, Onmn was mighty 
pleasant and agreeable, and kept them laughing all night, till the moment he 
rose to go away, and then he told them that he never spent so happy an 
evening, and all that. 'Bnt, gentlemen,' said he, 'business has its calls ; I 
mnst tear myself «way ; so wishing yon now*— there were jnst eighteen of 
them— 'wishing yon now every happiness and prosperity, permit me to take 
my leave*— and here he stole near the dooi^-'to take my leave, and bid yon 
both good night.' '* With a nmning fire of such stories, it may be supposed 
how difficult was my task in getting anything done upon the stage. 

^^, at h»t the loi^-expected Friday aimed, and I rose in the moniing 
with all t^ peculiar ^tonrbillon" of spirits that a man feels when he is half 
pleased and whole fri^tened with the labour befose him. I had scarcely 
scoomplished dressing when a servant tapped at my door, and begged to 
^ow if I could spare a few moments to speak to Miss lh*sler, who was in 
the diawing-room. 1 lepHed, of course, in the affirmative, and, rightly con- 
jectoiing that my fair friend must be the lovely Fanny already alluded to, 
followed the servant down stairs. 

"Mr. Lorrequer," said the servant, and, closing the doof behind me, left 
me in sole possession of the lady. 

"Will yon do me Ihe fovour to sit here, Mr. LoHequeT," said one of the 
sweetest voices in the world, as she made room for me on the sofe beside her. 
*'l am paHacnlarly short-sighted; so pray sit near me, as I leally cannot talk 
to any one I dont see." 

I blundered out some platitude of a compliment to her eyes— ihe fdllest ana 
most lovely blue that ever man gased into— at which she smiled as if pleased, 
and continued: '*Now, Mr. Lorrequer, I have really been longing ftr jwa 

k2 
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coming; for your friends of the 4— th are doubtless very dasliing, spirited 
young gentlemen, perfectly versed in war's alarms ; but pardon me if I say 
that a more wretched company of strolling wretches never graced a bam. 
Now, come, don't be angry, but let me proceed. Like all amateur people, 
they have the happy knack, in distributing the characters, to put every loaa 
in his most unsuitable position; and then that poor dear thing, Curzon— I 
hope he's not a friend of yours— by some dire fatality always plays the lovers* 
parts, ha! ha! ha! True, I assure you, so that if you had not been an- 
nounced as coming this week, I should have left them and gone off to 
Bath." 

Here she rose and adjusted her brown ringlets at the glass, giying me 
ample time to admire one of the most perfect figures I ever beheld. She was 
most becomingly dressed, and betrayed a foot and ankle which for symmetiy 
and " smallness" might have challenged the Rue Eivoli itself to match it. 

My first thought was poor Curzon ; my second, happy and thrice fortunate 
"Esstff Lorrequer. There was no time, however, for indulgence in such veiy 
pardonable gratulation; so I at once proceeded *' pour /aire Paimable" to 
profess my utter inability to do justice to her undoubted talents, but slily 
added, " that in the love-making part of the matter she should never be able 
to discover that I was not in earnest." We chatted then gaily for upwards of 
an hour, until the arrival of her friend's carriage was announced, when, ten- 
dering me most graciously her hand, she smiled benignly, and saying, "Ai 
revoir, done," drove off. 

As I stood upon the steps of the hotel, viewing her '' out of the riA 
horizon," 1 was joined by Curzon, who evidently, from his self-satisfied ait 
and jaunty gait, little knew how he stood in the fair Fanny's estimation. 

" Very pretty, very pretty, indeed, deeper and deeper still," cried he, al- 
luding to my most courteous salutation as the carriage rounded the comer, 
and its lovely occupant kissed her hand once more. " I say, Harry, mjtiend, 
you don't think that was meant for you, I should hope P" 
What ! the kiss of the hand P Yes, faith, but I do." 
Well, certainly that is good ! why, man, she just saw me coming up that 
instant. She and I—we imderstand each other—never mind, don't be cross 
—no fault of yours, you know." 

" Ah, so she is taken with you," said I. " Eh, Charley P" 

" Why, I believe that. I nuiy confess to you the real state of matters. She 
was devilishly struck with me the first time we rehearsed together. We 
soon got up a little flirtation ; but the other night, when I played Miiabd to 
her, it finished the affair. She was quite nervous, and could scarcely go 
through with her part. I saw it, and upon my soul I am sorry for it; she's 
a pn>digiously fine girl— such lips and such teeth ! Egad, I was delighted 
when you came ; for, you see, I was in a manner obliged to take one line of 
character, and I saw pretty plainly where it must end; and you know vith 
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jonWs quite different; she'll laugh and chat, and all that sort of things but 
she'll not he carried away by her feelings ; you understand me V' 

" Oh, perfectly; it's quite different, as you observed." 

If I had not been supported internally during this short dialogue by the 
recently expressed opinion of the dear Fanny herself upon my friend Curzon's 
merits, I think I should have been tempted to take the liberty of wringing 
his neck off. However, the affair was much better as it stood, as I had only 
to wait a little with proper patience, and I had no fears but that my Mend 
Charley would become the hero of a very pretty episode for the mess. 

" So I suppose you must feel considerably bored by this kind of thing," 
I said, endeavouring to draw him out. ^ 

"Why, I do," replied he, "and I do not. The girl is veryfretty. The 
place is dull in the morning ; and altogether it helps to fill up time." 

"Well," said I, " you are always fortunate, Curzon. You have ever your 
share of what floating huk the world affords." 

"It is not exactly all luck, my dear Mend ; for, as I shall explain to you '* 

"Not now," replied I, "for I have not yet breakfasted." So saying, I 
turned into the coffee-room, leaving the worthy adjutant to revel in his fancied 
conquest, and pity such tinfortunates as myself. 

After an early dinner at the club-house, I hastened down to the theatre, 
where numerous preparations for the night were going forward. The green- 
room was devoted to the office of a supper-room, to which the audience had 
been invited. The dressing-rooms were many of th^n filled with the viands 
destined for the entertainment, where, among the wooden fowls and "imprac- 
ticable" flagons, were to be seen very imposing pasties and flasks of cham- 
pagne, littered together in most admirable disorder. The confasion naturally 
incidental to all private theatricals was tenfold increased by the circumstances 
of onr projected supper. Cooks and scene-shifters, fiddlers and waiters, were 
most inextricably mingled; and, as in all similar cases, the least important 
fonctionaries took the greatest airs upon them, and appropriated without 
hesitation whatever came to their hands— thus, the cook would not have 
scmpled to light a fire with the violoncello of the ordiestra ; and I actually 
caught one of the " marmitons " making a " souffle " in a brass helmet 1 had 
once worn when astonishing the world as Ck)riolanus. 

Six o'clock struck. " In another short hour and we begin," thought I, with 
a sinking heart, as I looked upon the Uttered stage crowded with hosts of 
fellows that had nothing to do there. Eigaro himself never wished for 
ubiquity more than I did, as I hastened &om place to place, entreatrog, 
^^^i^ing, begging, scolding, execrating, and imploring by turns. To mend 
the matter, the devils in the orchestra had begun to tune their instruments, 
and I had to bawl like a boatswain of a man-of-war to be heard by the person 
beside me. 

As seven o'clock struck, I peeped through the small aperture in the curtain, 
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ftnd auw, to in^ Ba^tithti^it-'Wat^ed, I amfess, witb hea^hak the 
was nearly fiUddl, the lower tier of booces entirdjr so. Hhem irtte a great 
many ladies handsomfily drened, ehetting gaSfy wkk their ehspereos, andl 
xeeognised sane of my aeipiemtaiieie ca efery aide ; in fiiet, titere was 
seareely a &mil7 of xaiBk in the eoionty that had not at least some member cf 
it prasent. Aa tiie oteheatra stniekvp the 0T«i«re to Bon C&oinBm,ln- 
tiled firom ny pkoe to inspeot the anangements briiind. 

Bdoce the po^Dmanoe of the **!RuBily FMty** ire were to have a Htile 
one-act pieoe» oaUed ''A Day in Madrid," written 1^ mysetf— the piiaeipil 
characten being expiesaly oonqwaed for '^liise Srateraiid Mr. Loneqner." 

The story of this trifle it is not necessaiy to aSade to; mdee^ if i^ vcK) I 
ahonld soaroely haTe patamce to do so, so eonneeled is my leedleetioiiof it 
with the diatxeaiing inddoat whieh followed. 

In the firat soene of the pieee, the eortMn rising displays la heOe Eaoiiy 
sitting at her embroidery in the midst of a beaatifid gaiden. enirovnded litti 
statoiG^foantains^&Q.; at the baok ia seen a pavition in the aneieml Moorish 
style of avQhiteetine, OTer wlueh hang the branches of some laige sad ahady 
trees— she oomes forward, exiHreasiiig her impatienoe at i3a» diekf d hs 
loyer, whose absence she tortwea herself toaoooantfar hf a hundred difEiait 
suppositions, and after a yeiy soffieient expos^ of her feeling^ md someHttle 
expUnatoiy detaik of her piifite history, eaur^ying aTery olHur intiiBaiion of 
hior own amiability and her gnardian's cruelty, Aa proceeds^ after the Mioii 
of other y^iog ladies similarly sitoated, to giTe ntteraneetoherlBe^bya 
song; after, thor^reb. a saitahle prefaide from the orohestn^ for which, eon 
sideling the impaaaiQiied atate o£ her mind* ahe waits patin^y, ^ eomes for- 
ward and baaina a melodr-^ 

" Ob, why b he fkr from the heart that adores him.?" 

inwhioh^fortwaTeraefl^ sheiHnoeeds with sondrysol feggi toaoooiD^itf 
the eironmatanees^ and show her otwmdiedjeliel of Had explanatiim ia s y«t 
satisfaetory mann«r,-<-matfLwhilfl^ lor I mnst not expose my readar io an 
aaziety on my aceonnt, similar to what the dear Eanny here kboared sader, 
I was maldmg the neceflsazy pr^pantiona for flying to her present 
inghertomyheart— thatisto»y, Ihadahaadygommed on a pair of SHIS' 
taebios, had oorkedandarchedaforoeicinspsirof eyebrows, whie^ with iny 
longed cheeks, gave me a kok half Whiakerando, half Qrianaldi; these <^ 
rations were performed £rom the stxeaa of oireiunteioes, sFoffieientIf Be^r 
the obieet of my affections to afford me the pleaaii« satii^Ktion of lieaDiig 
ficom her own sweet lips h» aoUdtnde abottk me— in a word» afi the drenui?- 
rooms bnt two being flUed with hampers ef pnyriaionsi glasa^ chiBe» sd 
crockery, and £rom abaoliite neeeas^, I had no other spot where I eooid 
attire myself unseen, except in the identical pavilion already alluded to. Here, 
hoveTer, I wae quite 8eoiae> and had abaadaat time abo, forIwieB0t^ 
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appear till soeue the aeoond^ wiieu I was to oome iorwudinMSpaiuali cos- 
tume, " every inch a hidalgo." Meantime, Famiy had been singings— 

•* Oh, why is he far," &c &c 

At the eondusioii of the laat versct, jiist as she icpiwta 1^ vocdB ''Why, wliy, 
why,'' in a vexy distracted and meltixig eadenee^ a TaLee beh^ siaitlea her— 
she tama and beholds her guardian-— so at least nm tbe eomae aC events in 
the leal diama-^hat it should follow thim now, however, '* Dm aliter vismn" 
—for just as she came to the very noviDg iqpestroi^ aUnded to, and called 
oat, "Why comes he notP"— agraff voioe from behind answeved in a strong 
Cork hrog«e^ ''M t wQTildyo have him come in a state of natnier At the 
iasUntaloiidwhutleranthaKiiighthelkoiuw^ and the pavilion scene alowly 
drewnp^disoovecing met, Haixy Lonequer, seated on a small stool hefoie a 
cracked looking-glass, my only habiliments, as I am an honest man, being a 
pairofkogwhilie silk stoddags, and a Yeary richly embroidcKed shirt with 
point-laoe collar. The shouts of laughter are yet in my ears, the loud roar of 
isextiiigaishaUe mirth, whieh» alter thefirdt brief paase<^ aatonishmeDt gave 
way, shook the aitise bnildiii^— my reooHeotioii may weU have been oonfoaed 
at SQch a moment of unutterable shame and misery; yet, I clearly remember 
saeing laany^ tbe sweet lamay banelf, £iU into an ann'^shairneaily suffocated 
with conndsions of laughter. I cannot go on; what I did I know not.. I 
suppose ray exjk was additinHuiUy IndioroBs, for anew MU d$ rv^ followed 
me out. I rushed out of the the«i^ and wrapping (mly my eloak round me, 
Ian wilJMMEt stopping to the baitrael^. But Imnst cease ; these are woes too 
sacredfor even "Confessions" like minfi» so let me dose the eortain of my 
room and mn Qha{itec together, and say a^en for a season. 



CHAPTER XVH. 

THE WAGmS. 



Ixmighthave been about six weeks after the events detaited in my last 
chapter had occurred, that Curzon broke suddeidy into my room one mamiBg 
before I had risen, and throwing a precautionary glance around» as if to assure 
himself that we were akme,. seized my hand with a most unusual earnestness, 
Aod, stead&stly looking at m% said, 

''Hairy Ldrrequier^ will you stand by me ?" 

So sudden and unexpected was his appearance at the moment, that I 
f eally felt but half awake» and kept puzzling myself for an explanation of the 
sceie, rather than thinking of a reply to hia question i perceiving which, and 
aogniing but badly from my silence, he oontuuied* 
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*' Am I, then, mUy deceiyed in what I beUeved to be an old and tried 
friend r 

" Why, what the devil's the matter P' I cried oat. '* If yon are in a senpe, 
why of oonne yon know I'm yonr man; bnt, still, ifs only fedr to let one 
know something of the matter in the mean while." 

" In a scrape !*' said he, with a bng-drawn sigh, intended to beat the whde 
Minerva press in its romantio cadence. 

''Well, bnt get on a bit," said I, rather impatiently; ''who is the fdkv 
yon' ve got the row with P Not one of ours, I trust ?" 

"Ah, my dear Hal," said he, in the same melting tone as before, "how 
yonr imagination does run npon rows, and broils, and duelling rencontres" (he, 
the speaker, be it known to the reader, was the fire-eater of the regiment), 
" as if life had nothing better to offer than the excitement of a challenge, or 
the mock heroism of a meeting." 

As he made a dead pause here, after whi(^ he shdwed no disposition to 
continue, I merely added, 

"Well, at this rate of proceeding, we shall get at the matter in hand ob 
our way out to Corfu, for I hear we are the next regiment for the 



ranean." 



The observation seemed to have some effect in rousing him from his lethargy, 
and he added, 

"If yon only knew the nature of the attachment, and how completely all 
my future hopes are concerned npon the issue " 

"Ho!" said I, "so ifs a money affair, is itP and is it old Watson ks 
issued the writ P I'll bet a hundred on it." 

"Well, upon my soul, Lorreqner," said he, jumping from his chair, and 
speaking with more energy than he had before evinced, "yon are, -without 
exception, the most worldly-minded, cold-blooded fellow I ever met. Wliat 
have I said that could have led yon to suppose I had either a duel or a law- 
suit upon my hands this morning P Learn, once and for all, man, that lam ill 
love— desperately and over head and ears in love." 

"Fpoir said I, coolly. 

" And intend to marry inunediately." 

" Oh, very well," said I; "the fighting and debt will come later, that's a!L 
But to return— now for the lady." 

" Come, you must make a guess." « 

"Why, then, I really must confess my utter inability; for your attentions 
have been so generally and impartially distributed since our arrival here, that 
it may be any fair one, from your venerable partner at whist last evening, to 
Mrs. Henderson, the pastry-cook, inclusive, for whose macaroni and cherry- 
brandy your feelings have been as warm as they are constant." 

" Come, no more quizzing, HaL You surely must have remarked M 
lovely girl I waltzed with at Power's ball on Tuesday last." 
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" Lonely* gui! Why, ia aU seriousness, you don't mean the smaU woman 
with the tow wig P" 

"No, I do noi mean any snch thini^bnt a beantifol creatnie, with the 
biightest locb in Christendom— the very light-brown waving ringlets Dome- 
nichino loved to pamt, and a foot— did you see her foot P*' 

''No; that was rather difficult, for she kept continually bobbing up and 
down, like a boy's cork-float in a fishpond." 
" Stop there. I shall not permit this any longer— I came not here to listen 

to *' . 

"But, Cuizon, my boy, you're not angry P' 
" Yes, air, I am angry." 
Why, surely, you have not been serions all this time P* 
And why not, pray ?" 

Oh! I don't exactly know— ^that is, fidth, I scarcely thought you were in 
earnest, for if I did, of course I should honestly have confessed to you that 
the lady in question struck me as one of the handsomest persons I ever met." 
"You think so reaUy, Hal P" 

" Certainly I do, and the opinion is not mine alone; she is, in fjAct, nniver- 
sally admired." 

" Come, Harry, excuse my bad temper. I onght to have known you better 
—give me yonr hand, old boy, and wish me joy, for with your aiding and 
abetting she is mine to-morrow morning." 

I wrong his hand heartily— congratnlating myself, meanwhile, how happily 
I had got out of my scrape ; as I now, for the first time, perceived that Curzon 
was actually in earnest. 
" So yon will stand by me, Hal P" said he. 

" Of course. Only show me how, and I'm perfectly at your service. Any- 
thing from riding postilion on the leaders to officiating as bridesmaid, and I 
£un your man. And if you are in want of such a functionary, I shall stand in 
' loco parentis to the lady, and give her away with as much ' oneHon^ and ten- 
derness as though I had as many marriageable daughters as King Priam himself. 
It is with me, in marriage as in duelling— I'll be anything rather than a prin- 
cipal; and I have long since disapproved of either method as a means of ' ob- 
tabing satisfaction.' " 

''Ah, Harry, I shall not be discouraged by yonr sneers. You've been 
lather nnlucky, I'm aware*; but now to return. Your office, on this occasion, 
is an exceedingly simple one, and yet that which I could only confide to one 
^ much my firiend as yourself. You must carry my dearest Louisa off." 
"Carry her off! Where P— when ?— how P" 
" All that I have already arranged, as you shall hear." 
"Yes. But first of all please to explain why, if going to run away with 
the lady, you don't accompany her yourself." 
"Ah! Iknew you would say that; I could have laid a wager you'd ask 
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that qTi6Btion» for it is yu^ ihst forj expimiiaa inE fihaw all the istive 
delicacy and femiimie propriety of my darling L003 and firsts I anut toll 701, 
that old Sir A]£rad JoiiacsD» her fither. Ins BCB^ 
thearmy, aiid]i0T«rwoiildeoii0cnfctokear maniagfi'nthaxed^sQat^sotMi 
his consent being out of the qoMtiaB, our onfar leBottiw ia tn dDpanent. 
Louisa oQuaeiHU to t]us» but odJj npca qbb vBidiliaD^ aad this she issisis 
upon so firmly— I had almost said ofaitixiatdy^-thst» aofcrothBtaiidme lUoqr 
aignments and representatknis^ and ereni entreaties agaisst i^ she nmains 
inflexible ; so that I have at length yielded, and she is to have her 01m ¥9." 

"Well, and what is the oonditiooi she lays such sizess nposi?" 

'' Simply this, that we are never to travel a mile together uniil I ohkaiiiinj 
right to do so, by making her my wife. She haa got sane tmrnprariiotioiis 
in her head that any slight transgression over the bounds of deheacij nude 
hy womaa before naniafe is ever after xememiberal by the hushaDdtotitdi 
disadvantage^ and she ia^ therefore^ readved not to saorificQ her prinaik 
even at ssch aeriais aa the preaeat." 

" All very proper, I have no doubt ; but stiQ» pxaj espbin whtit I eonfess 
appears somewhat strange to me at preaesL How doea ao very ddbtdr- 
minded a person reconcile herself to travelling with a peifect stnngorisik 
saoh dromnatanoes 2'* 

"That I oan eKpUttn perfeotly to yoa. Ton nmst know, tiiat whm ay 
darling Loo consented to take this atei^ whieh I indnoed )ier to do vitktk 
greatest difltolty. she made the prcyfiao I have just mfntioned; Istanoe 
showed her that I had no maiden aomt or narried sister to ouifide her tost 
such a moment, and what was to be done P She immediately repfied, 'Bm 
you no elderly brother officer, whose yean and d iac re to i wiA pnt thainiis- 
aQtioniBSiiekalight aa to BJienoethaakadBcoui tongOMof thewdd,for 
with SQflh a man I am qaite ready and willbig to traafc vyaelL' loaseel 
waa hard pashed them. What ooold I doP-w^hom oonld I aebct? Old 
Bm^w, the paymaster, is always tipsy; Jo]i8Bufive«]dlQrty^faatitiIl,if 
hftfoandeot then waa thirty thooaandponnds ID the ease^ egad ImiiotBO 
aiizerdh«refoiiDdmybetrotilLedattheeBdQfihastag& You were my cd^ 
hope: I knew I eonld rely upon you. Yon woold oany on the whok aftii 
with tact and ^Uscretion; and as to age, your stage ezpecunoe would enable 
yon, with a littk aaaiataace from oostome, to pass master; beaideathati 
have ahrays re pr esent e d you aa the wry Methuselah of the oivps; andia 
the giey ^nrm of an aotiuBnal monuBg— witkmaiden haahfahMSsasaiBtiiijr 
thesonitiBy» not likely to be a dose one. 80 now, your consent is sione 
wanting to complete the arrangements whicih, beCon this tboe to-monov, 
shall have made me the happiest of mortala.** 

Having espressed, in fitting tenns, my faU aense of obljgalian lor the 
cate flattery with which he pictored me as^'CM LoKxequjar'* totiielady;! 
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begged anuae deiailed aoeoutcf lua ikm»wbkik I shall ahoxtttfor my 
readei's sake, by the feUowing hndtapoaL 

AposUhaseaBdibiirwaatobemTOtiiigatfiTe o'cdoekmthe monii^ 
to conTe^ me to Sur Alfisad Jonson'a z«si(kiio8, about tvelre miles distant. 
There I was to he met hy alady at the gate-lodge^ who vas subaeqnentlj to 
sooomptDyme to a small village on the Note;, whoe an old ooUege fineod of 
Omm^B happened to reside, as panon, and bir vhom the treaty was to be 
concluded. 

This was aSl simple and etlear' 6no«ig^"-*tiie only oondition neeassaiy to 
insiu^ snocess being pimctiuJity,pactieiilRdy on the 1^^ AstominOi 

I readily promised my best aid and wanneBt efforts in my friend's behalt 

"Thoe u only one thmg more/^ said Coma. ^'Lonisa'a yomiger brother 
isaderiBsh hotheaded, wild sort of afeUow; and it would be as well, jnst 
for precaution's sake, to have yoor pistols along with yon, i^ by any chance, 
he should make out what was going fcMrward— not but that you know if any- 
thing soious was to take plaocu I should be the pexaou to tdn aQ that upon 
Ttty hands* 

*'0h! of oourse—I understand,** said L Meaowhils I could not help 
^wamg orer in my mind the x^easant possibilities such an adTentnre pre- 
sented, heartily wishing that Cursou had been cQutent to many by baas^ or 
307 other of the legitimate modes in use, without risking his friend's bopea. 
The other JVV9 and eons of the matter, with foil and aeourate directkms as to 
the road to be taken on obtaining possession of the lady, being all airanged, 
▼e parted, I to settle my costume and appearanee for my Hxst performance 
in an old man's part, and Gnrsos to obtain a shoii kate for a few daya from 
the comuwadmg officer of the regiment. 

^^hea we agadn met, whioih was at the nes848bk!, it waa not without 
eyidenoe on either aide of that peouKikr ooBseknisiiess wfaicli persona feel who 
hxn, or think they harei, some secret in common, which the world wota not 
^' GnizQii*8 uDUSually quiek and exoited manner woald at oaoa hare atnek 
uiy close obserrer as in£oating the ere (^ some impoitant step^ no lass than 
costimud aBusions to whaterer was g(»ng on, by sly and equivocal jokes and 
amhiguoos jests. Rippily, however, on the piesent occasion, the party woe 
otherwise ooonpmd than watcMog him--being moat profixukOy and kamedly 
^^^S^ged in discussing' medicine and matters medical with all the acute and 
BocQiate knowledge which eharactenses such dneosskms among the aou- 
medicalpublio. 

The present conversation origmated from some mention our senior anrgeou, 
^zgeiidd, had just made of a consoltation whidh he was invited to attend 
on the next morning, at the distance of twenty miles, and whkii neoesaitatBd 
him to start at a most uncomfortably early hour. While he eontimud to de- 
plore the hard fate of sudi men as himself so eagerlr sought after by tiie 
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world, that their own honrs were eternally broken in upon by exteinal daiiK, 
the jnniors were not sparing of their mirth on the occasion, at the expense of 
the worthy doctor, who, in plain tmth, had never been disturbed by a request 
like the present within any one's memory. Some asserted that the whole 
thing was a pnff, got up by Eitz himself, who was only going to have a kfi 
partridge-shooting; others hinting that it was a blind to escape the vigilance 
of Mrs. Fitzgerald— « well-known virago in the regiment— while Fitz enjoyed 
himself; and a third party, pretending to sympathise with the doctor, sug- 
gested that a hundred pounds would be the least he could possiUy be offered 
for such services as his, on so grave an occasion. 
No, no, only fifty," said Fitz, gravely. 

'Fifty ! Why, you tremendous old humbug, you don't mean to say you'll 
make fifty pounds before we are out of our beds in the morning P" cried one. 

" m take your bet on it," said the doctor, who had in this instance reason 
to suppose his fee would be a large one. 

During this discussion, the claret had been pushed round rather firedy; and 
folly bent as I was upon the adventure before me, I had taken my share of it as 
a preparation. I thought of the Amagting prize I was about to be instromental 
in securing for my friend— for the lady had really thirty thousand ponnds- 
and I could not conceal my triumph at such a prospect of success in compa- 
rison with the meaner object of ambition. They all seemed to envy poor 
Fitzgerald. I struggled with my secret for some time, but my pride and the 
claret together got the better of me, and I called out, "Fifty pounds on it, 
then, that before ten to-morrow morning, I'll make a better hit of it than 
you, and the mess shall decide between us afterwards as to the winner." 

" And if you will," said I, seeing some reluctance on Fitz's part to take 
the wager, and getting emboldened in consequence, ''let the judgment be 
pronounced over a couple of dozen of champagne, paid by the loser." 

This was a coup d^itat on Mf part, for I knew at once there were so many 
parties to benefit by the bet, terminate which way it might, Uiiere coold be 
no possibility of evading it. My device succeeded, and poor Fitzgerald, fairly 
badgered into a wager, the terms of which he could not in the least compre- 
hend, was obliged to sign the conditions inserted in the adjutant's note-book, 
his greatest hope in so doing being in the quantity of wine he had seen me 
drink during the evening. As for myseli^ the bet was no sooner made than I 
began to think upon the very little chance I had of winning it ; for even sup- 
posing my success perfect in the department allotted to me, it might wi& 
great reason be doubted what peculiar benefit 1 myself derived as a conntei- 
balance to the fee of the doctor. For this, my only trust lay in the justice of 
a decision which I conjectured would lean more towards the goodness of a 
practical joke than the equity of the transaction. The party at mess soon 
after separated, and I wished my friend good night for the last time befoie 
meeting him as a bridegroom. 
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I arranged evesrythmg in order for my start. My pistol-case I placed con- 
spicaously before me, to ayoid being forgotten in the baste of departure ; 
and, haying ordered my servant to sit up all night in the guard-room until he 
heard the carriage at the barrack-gate, threw myself on my bed, but not to 
sleep. The adyenture I was about to engage in suggested to my mind a 
thousand associations, into which maay of the scenes I have already narrated 
entered. I thought how frequently I had myself been on the verge of that 
state which Curzon was about to try, and how it always happened that when 
nearest to success failure had intervened, ibrom my very schoolboy days, 
my love adventures had the same unfortunate abruptness in their issue ; and 
there seemed to be something very like a fatality in the invariable unsuccess 
of my efforts at marriage. I feared, too, that my friend Curzon had placed 
Inmself in very unfortunate hands, if augury were to be relied upon. " Some- 
thing ^ surely happen," thought 1, " from my confounded iU luck, and all 
will be blown up." Wearied at last with thinking, I fell into a sound sleep for 
about three-quarters of an hour, at the end of which I was awoke by my 
servant informing me that a chaise and four was drawn up at the end of the 
barrack lane. 

"Why, surely, they are too early, Stubbes P It's only four o'clock." 

"les, sir; but they say that the road for eight miles is very bad, and they 
must go it almost at a walk." 

*'That is certainly pleasant," thought I, "but I'm in for it now^ so 
can't help it." 

In a few minutes I was up and dressed, and so perfectly transformed by 
the addition of a brown scratch-wig and large green spectacles, and a deep- 
flapped waistcoat, that my servant, on re-entering my room, could not recog- 
nise me. I followed him now across the barrack-yard, as with my pistol-case 
under one arm and a lantern in his hand, he proceeded to the barrack-gate. 

^ I passed beneath the adjutant's window, I saw a light,— the sash was 
quietly thrown open, and Curzon appeared. 

"Is that you, Harry P" 

" Yes ; when do you start ?" 

"In about two hours. I've only eight miles to go ; you have upwards of 
twelve, and no time to lose. Success attend you, my boy ! we'll meet soon," 

"Here's the carriage, sir; this waj" 

"Well, my lads, you know the road, I suppose P" 

" Every inch of it, your honour's glory; we're always coming in for doctors 
*nd 'pothecaries ; they're never a week without them." 

I was soon seated, the door clapped to, and the words " all right" given, 
«nd away we went. 

Little as I had slept during the night, my mind was too much occupied 
'vith the adventure I was engaged in to permit any thoughts of sleep now, so 
that I had abundant opportunity afforded me of pondering over all the bear- 
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ings of the case with mack more ol deliberaticm and ottation thaa I bad yet 
b^toved upon it. One thing was oertain, whether saooess did or did not 
attend our tDMlertaking, the risk was mine and mine only; and if by any aed- 
dent the affair shoald be aheady known to the family, I stood a Tcry&ir 
ohance of being shot by one of the sons, or stoned to deafiL by the tenantiy; 
while my exodlent friend Gmzon shoald be eating his l»eakfiat witii his 
reverend friend, and only interrupling himself in his fonrth mnffin to* woder 
" what conld keep tliem ;" and besides, for minor miseries will, like tbe blue 
derils in Bon Giovanni, throst np titoir heads among their betler-giovii 
biethren, my fifty-pound bet looked rather Uue; for even nnder Ihe uost 
f avonrable light considered, however GnrKon might be esteemed a gainer, it 
might well be doubted how ftr I had succeeded better thasa the doctor, irkn 
producing his fee in evidence. Well, well, I'm in for it now ; but it c»taio|f 
is strange all these very awkward circumstanoes ncTcr stnick me so foitab^ 
before; and after all, it was not quite fair of Cunon to put any man fonnid 
in 8uoh a transaction; the more so, as such a representation might be made 
of it at the Horse Guards as to stop a man's promotion, or seriously affsciiiis 
prospects for life ; and I at last began to convince myself that many a nan 
so placed, would carry the lady off himself, and leave the adtjutaut to settle 
the affair with the family. For two mortal hours did I ooigure up every 
possible disagreeable contingency that might aiise. My being mulct of my 
fifty, and laughed at by the mess seaned inevitable, e?eii were I fortosate 
enough to escape a duel with the fire-eating brother. Meanwhile a tbkk 
mistyrain oontlnued to fall, adding so much to the daikneat of the early 
hour, that I could see little of the oountry about me, and know notiungof 
wherel was. 

Troubles tsn like landanom, a small dose only ereites, a strong one sets 
you to sleep-^ot a very comfortable sleep maykAp^ut still it is cdeep) and 
often very sound sleepy so it now hi^peoed wil^ me. I had pondered over, 
weighed, and considered all the ^prat, com, tuniing8» and windings of this 
awkward predicament, till I had fairly conyinced myself that I was on the 
high road to a confounded scrape ; and then, having estahHshed that feet to 
my entire sa ti s f actian, I fell oomfortaUy back in the ohaase, and sank into a 
most profound shimbn. 

If to any of my readers I may appear here to have taken a "very despondent 
view of this whole affair, let him only call to mind ay invariable ill hxk in 
sodi matters, and how always it had been my kit to see myseSf on the &ii 
road to success only up to tiiat point at whiehit is certain; besadse— Bat 
v^ezplainF Theseanmy'^GonfessLana.'' Inwynotaltttwhatazemstteis 
of fact, and my reader must only take me with all the impecfeetians of wrong 
motives and headhmg inq>ul8eB upon my head, or abaadxm me at oaoe. 

Meanwhile the ohaiae rolled along, and the road being better and the pace 
faster, my sleep beoame mote eaiy; thus, about an hoar nd a half aft^I 
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had Men asleep passed rapidly over» ^ea the sharp ivniiiig of an angle dis* 
tended me from my leaaing position, and I awoke. I started up and rubbed 
my eyes; several seconds elapsed before I oonld Hiink where I was or whither 
going. GonscioiBniess at last oame, and I peroeiTed that we were driving np 
a thickly-planted avenue. Why, oonfoond it, they can't have mistaken ik, 
thonght I, or axe weieally going up to ike hona^ instead of waiting at the 
lodge? I at once lowered the sash, and stretching ont my head, cried oat, 
"Do you know wha;t ye are abont, lads ; is iliis all right F" but nnfortonately, 
amid the rattling of the gmvd and the datter of the horses, my words were 
nnheaid; and thinking I was addressing a reqnest to go faster, the villains 
cracked their whips, and breaking into a fall gallop, before five minutes flew 
over, they drew up with a jerk at the foot of a long portico to a large and 
spadons cot-stone mansion. When I rallied &om tiie sndden check which 
hadneailythrownniethronghthewindow, Igavem|9e]f npforlost; herel 
was, vis-a-m the very hall-door of the man whose daughter I was about to 
elope with; whether so placed by the awkwardness and blundering of the 
wretches who drove me, or dddvered up by their treachery, it mattered not, 
my iate seemed certain Vi before I had time to determine upon any line of 
acting in this confounded dilemma, tiie door was jerked open by a servant in 
a sombre livery, who^ protruding his head and shonlders into the chaise^ 
looked at me steadily for a momoat, and said, ''Ah 1 then, doctor dkdin', 
bot ye're wdcome.^ With the speed with which sometimes the bar of an air 
long since heard, or the passing glance of an old fiimiliar face can call op the 
memory of oar very earliest childhood, bri^t and vivid before us, did that 
one single phrase explain the entire mystery ai my present position, and I 
saw in one rapid glance that I had got into the diaise intended for Dr. Mta. 
S^nld, and was absolutely, at that moment, befm the hall-door of the patient. 
Sfy &8t impulse was an honest one, to avow the mistake and retrace my 
steps, taking my chance to settle with Gurzon, whose matrimonial scheme I 
^n«saw was doomed to the untimely fate of all those I had ever been con- 
cerned in. l^nezt thonght— how seldom is the adage true which says " that 
icoond thoughts are besf'—was upon my luckless wager; for, even supposing 
that Fitzgmdd should follow me in the other chaise, yet, as I had the start «f 
urn, if I oonld odly pass muster for half an hour, I might secnie the fee, and 
'vacnate the territory; besides, that there was a great <diance of iFitz's 
laving gone on fi^ errand, while I was journeying on Au; in iduch case I 
ihonld be safe from interruption. Meanwhile, Heaven only could tell, what 
us interference in pooor Curzon's business might not involve. These serious 
r^ections took alniat ten seconds to pass throng my mind, as the grave. 
<K>king old servant proceeded to encumber himself with my doak and my 
^1-case, remarking, as he lifted the hitter, *' And may the Lord grant ye 
von^ want the instruments this time, doctor, for they say he is better this 
^^ffrmg,** Heartily wishing amen to 1^ benevolent prayer of the honest 
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domestic, for more reasons than one, I descended leisurely, as I ooQJecbiied 
a doctor onght to do, from the chaise, and with a solemn pace and giaye de- 
meanour followed him into the house. 

In the small parlour to which I was ushered sat two gentlemen somewhat 
advanced in years, who I rightly supposed were my medical confreres. Que 
of these was a tail, pale, ascetic-looking man, with grey hair and retieatmg 
forehead, slow in speech, and lugubrious in demeanour. The other, his anti- 
thesis,' was a short, rosy-cheeked, apoplectic-looking subject, with a laugh 
like a suffocating wheeze, and a paunch like an alderman ; his quick, restless 
eye and full nether lip denoting more of the bon vivani than the abstemious 
disciple of ^sculapius. A moment's glance satisfied me, that if I had only 
these to deal with, I was safe, for I saw that they were of that stamp of connti; 
practitioner, half-physician, half-apothecary, who rarely come in contact with 
the higher orders of their art, and then only to be dictated to, obey, and 
grumble. 

''Doctor, may I beg to intrude myself, Mr. Fhipps, on your notice? Di. 
Phipps or Mr., if s all one ; but I have only a license in pharmacy, thongii 
they call me doctor. Surgeon Biley, sir, a veiy respectable practitioner," 
said he, waving his hand towards his rubicund confrere. 

I at once expressed the great happiness it afforded me to meet such higlilr 
informed and justly celebrated gentlemen; and fearing every moment the 
arrival of the real Simon Pure should cover me with shame and diSgrace, 
begged they would afford me, as soon as possible, some history of the case ve 
were convened for. They accordingly proceeded to expound, in a species of 
duet, some curious partioulars of an old gentleman who had the evil for- 
tune to have them for his doctors, and who laboured under some sweBing 
of the neck, which they differed as to the treatment of, and in consequence 
of which the aid of a third party (myself Heaven bless the mark !) was re- 
quested. 

As I could by no means divest myself of the fear of Mtz's arrival, I pleaded 
the multiplicity of my professional engagements as a reason for at once seeing 
the patient ; upon which I was conducted up-stairs by vttj two brethren, and 
introduced to a half-lighted chamber. In a large easy-chair sat a florid-look- 
ing old man, with a face in which pain and habitual ill-temper had combined 
to absorb every expression. 

" This is the doctor of the regiment, sir, that you desired to see," said mj 
tall coadjutor. 

"Oh! then very well; good morning, sir. I suppose you will find ont 
something new the matter, for them two there have been domg so every day 
this two months." 

" I trust, sir," I replied stifily, "that with the assistance of my learned 
friends much may be done for you. Ha ! hem ! so this is the malady. Tom 
your head a little to that side." Here an awfiod groan escaped the sick man, 
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for I, it appears, had made considerable impression upon rather a delicate 
part, not iminteiitioiially I must confess ; for as I remembered Hoyle's maadm 
at whist, "when in doubt play a trump," so I thought it might be true in 
physic, when posed by a difficulty, to do a bold thing also. " Does that hurt 
you, sir ?" said I, in a soothing and affectionate tone of voice. 

" Like the devil," growled the patient. 

"And here?" said L 

" Oh ! oh ! I can't bear it any longer." 

" Oh ! I perceive," said I, " the thing is just as I expected." Here I raised 
my eyebrows, and looked indescribably wise at my confir^res. 

" No aneuiism, doctor," said the tall one. 

" Certainly not." 

" Maybe," said the short man, — " maybe it's a stay-at-home- with-us tumour 
after all,"— so at least he appeared to pronounce a confounded technical, which 
I afterwards learned was " steatomatous." Conceiving that my rosy Mend 
was disposed to jeer at me, I gave him a terrific frown, and resumed, " This 
must not he touched." 

** So you won't operate upon it," said the patient. 

" I would not take a thousand pounds and do so," I replied. "Now, if you 
please, gentlemen," said I, making a step towards the door, as if to withdraw 
for oonsnltation ; upon which they accompanied me down stairs to the break- 
fast-room. As it was the only time in my life I h&d performed in this cha- 
racter, I had some doubts as to the propriety of indulging a very hearty 
l)reakfast appetite, not knowing if it were unprofessional to eat ; but from 
this doubt my learned friends speedily relieved me, by the entire devotion 
which ihey bestowed for about twenty minutes upon ham, rolls, eggs, and 
cutlets, barely interrupting these important occupations by sly allusions to the 
old gentleman's malady, and his chance of recovery. 

" Well, doctor," said the pab one, as at length he rested from his labours, 
"what are we to do P* 

"Ay," said the other, "there's the question." 

" Go on," said I, " go on as before ; I can't advise you better." Now, this 
was a deep stroke of mine ; for up to the present nioment I did not know 
what treatment they were practising ; but it looked a shrewd thing to guess 
it, and it certainly was dvil to approve of it. 

" So you think that wiU be best?" 

" I am certain that I know nothing better," I answered. 

Well, Fub sure, sir, we have every reason to be gratified for the very 
candid manner in which you have treated us. Sir, I'm your most obedient 
servant," said the fat one. 

" Gentlemen, both your good healths and professional success also." Here 
I swallowed a glass of brandy, thinking all the while there were worse things 
than the practice of physic. 
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I hope yoa are not going?" Mud one;, m my duBae doevr 19 it tkedfior. 
Biuiiie8s.caUs me," nid I, '< and I isn't help it." 
Codd not j[m manage to see 011C foBiid beie agan^ m 
theioejane. 

''IfearitwflIheiii90Baib]e,''iepliedI; ''faeHdefl^IhacreaaotioikB^ 
not desire it." 

" I have been conunissioned to hand you this," said the tall doetoi^ vii^ a 
half sigh, aa he put a chegne into my hand. 

I bowed slight]/, and stuiBd the entmpkd paperinihahatf cardessair 
into my waistcoat pocket, and wiahmg then both CTery species d k^pioess 
and success, shook hands four times with each, and dnrre off; nerer bc&ring 
myself safe till I saw the gate-lodge behind me, and felt mysdf il|iDgc& tiie 
zcMid to Silkeimy ait aboal twei^re mike Iriah anhomr. 



CHAPTER XVm. 



Ii waa past two o'doek when I reached the town. On entmng the bat- 
nu)k-yazd, I perceired a large group of officers chatting together, and eyery 
moment breaking into immoderate fits of laughter. I went oyer, aod mme- 
diately learned the sonroe of their mirth, which was this. Ko sooner hadit 
been known that litzgerald was about to go to a £stanoe, on a piQfessk)nalcaIl, 
than a couple of young officers laid their heads together, and wrote an ano- 
nymous note to Mrs. IFitz, who was the yery dragon of jealousy, iaformiBg 
her that her husband had feigned the whole history of the patient and oqdsqI- 
tation as an excuse for absenting himself on an excursdon of gallantry; and 
that if she wished to satisfy herself of the truth of the statement^ she had only 
toloUow him in the morning, and detect his entire scheme; theoljectof 
these amiable £riends being to glye poor Mrs. Fitz a twenty mBes'jaont, and 
een&ont her with her injured husband at the end of it. 

Having a mind actiyely aliye to suspicions of this nature, the worth; 
woifian made all her arrangements for a starts and scarce)^ was the chaise 
and four, with her husband, out of the town^ than was she on the track oC it, 
vi& aheartbuatng with jealousy, and y owing yengeance to the knife against 
all eomeemed in tivis scheme to wrong her. 

So far the plan of her persecutors had perfectly succeeded; they saw kr 
dcfirt, OA^tdpo^ aa they soppoeed, twenty miles, and their whok notions 
cl the pnetifial joke were limited to the ^UnrciuemaU that mnat ensue at the 
end. Little, howeyer, were they aware how much more near the soq^ected 
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cam&iraitiieposiiioa<tf the pooi doctor to tun OT^ foran^bymieUiuider, 
I had taken lus dudsey so he^ without any iiu|aiiy whitorer, had got uto tiie 
one intended for me ; and neyer awoke from a moat lefipe^unff aloaiber till 
shaken bjthe ahonldec by tiie poatilion, who whiapered in hia ear, '' Here 
we are, sir; thia is the gate." 

" But why stop at the gate ? I>n?e up the ayenuey my boy." 

"His honour told me^ air, not for the world to go fNrtiier than tba lodge; 
nor to make aa much noiae aa a mouae." 

''Ahl Terytraow Bemaybeyeryinitahl^poQrmaiil Well, atop here, 
and rU get out." 

Just aa the doctor had reaohed the ground, a vezy amari^ooking aoubsette 
tripped up, and aaid to him, 

" Beg pardon, abr; bat you are the geixtleman from the bazxack, sir?" 

" les, my dear," said Mtz, with a knowing look at the pretty face of the 
damsel, "what can I do for you?" 

" Why, sir, my miatreaa ia here in the ahmbbery ; bat ahe ia ao nervoua, 
and so &i^ht«Ded, I don't know ahe'U go through it" 

" Ah! she's frightened, poor thing, ia she? Obi ahe nnat keep up her 
spiiits; while there's life theze'a hope." 

"Sirr 

"Isi^, my darlixig, i^ muat not give way* I'll speak to her a little. Is 
not A; rather advanced in life ?" 

" Oh, Lord! no, abr. Only two^md-thsrty, my miatreaa teUa me." 

" Two^md-thirty ! Why, I thought he was above sixty/' 

"Abovesirty! Law! sir. You have a brif^t fan^. This is the gentle^ 
man, ma'am. Now, air, I'll just slip aside for a moment, and let you talk to 
ber." 

" I am gnevedy ma'am, that I have not the happiness to make your acquaint- 
aoce under hiqppier (^zcomstances." 

'' I must oonfess, sir— though I am ashamed—-" 

** Never be ashamed, ma'am; your grie^ although I trust canaeleas, does 
jou infinite honour. ITpon my soul, she is ra&er pretty," said the doctor to 
Jiinisdf here. 

" Well, sir ! as I have the most perfect confidence in you, from all I have 
heard of yon, I trust you will not think me abrupt in saying that any longer 
delay here is dangerous." 

** Dangerous! Is he in so critical a state as that, then?" 

''(Mtiealastate, sirf TVby, what do you mean?" 

'^ I mean, ma'am, do you think, then, it must be done to4ay ?" 

" Of oonise I do, sir, andl shall never leave the i^ot without your aasuxxng 
me of it." 

" Oh! in that case make your mind easy. I have the inatroments in the 
daisc." X 

1:2 
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'' The instroments in the chaise ! Beailly, sir, if you are not jestmsf— I 
trast you don't think this is aftting time for sudi— I entreat of yoatospeak 
more plainly and intelligibly." 

*' Jesting, ma'am ! I'm incapable of jesting at such a momeDt.** 

" Ma'am, ma'am ! I see one of the rangers, ma'am, at a distance; so do&'t 
lose a moment, but get into the chaise at once." 

" Well, sir, let us away; for I have now gone too far to retract." 

" Help my mistress into the chaise, sir. Lord ! what a man it is/' 

A moment more saw the poor doctor seated beside the young kdyi wMe 
the postilions plied whip and spur wit^ their best energy ; and the road flew 
beneath them. Meanwhile the delay caused by this short dialogae enalM 
Mrs. Eitz's slower conveyance to come up witii the pursnit, and her dtaiae 
had just turned the angle of the road as she cau^t a g^pse of a musiiii 
dress stepping into the carnage with her husband. 

There are no words capable of conveying the fiiiAtest idea of the feelings 
that agitated Mrs. Fitz at this moment. The fullest confirmation to her 
worst fears was before her eyes— just at the very instant when a doubt was 
beginning to cross over her mind tiiat it might have been merely a hoax that 
was practised on her, and that the worthy doctor was innocent and bhimeless. 
As for the poor doctor himself, there seemed little chance of his being enli^t- 
ened as to the real state of matters ; for from the moment the yonng lady bad 
taken her place in the chaise, she had buried her &ce inher hands, and sobbed 
continually. Meanwhile he concluded that they were approaching the house 
by some back entrance, to avoid noise and confusion, and waited witii doe 
patience for the journey's end. 

As, however, her grief continued unabated, Fits at length began to think 
of the many little consolatory acts he had successfnlly practised in his pro- 
fessional career, and was just insinuating some very tender speech on the 
score of resignation, with his head inclined towards the weeping lady beside 
him, when the chaise of Mrs. Iltz came up alongside, and the postilions 
having yielded to the call to halt, drew suddenly up, displaying to the enraged 
wife the tableau we have mentioned. 

" So, wretch !" she screamed rather than spoke, " I have detected you at 
last." 

Lordblessme! Why, it is my wife." 

Yes, villain ! your injured, much-wronged wife ! And yoo, madam, may 
I ask what have you to say for thus eloping with a married man?" 

" Shame ! My dear Jemima," said Fitz, *' how can you possibly permit 
your foolish jealousy so far to blind your reason ? Don't you see I am going 
upon a professional call?" 

''Oh ! you are, are you? Qoite professional, m be bound." 
"Oh, sir ! Oh, madam ! I beseech yon, save me firom the anger of my 
relatives, and the disgrace of ezposoxe. Ptey take me back at onoe.' 
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" Wliy, heavens ! ma'aoij what do pou^meaa. ? Ton are not gone mad, as 
well as my vife." 

" Bfially, Mr. Ktz," said Mrs. F., "this is carrying the joke too for. Take 
your imfortimate idctim— as I suppose she is sudi—home to her parents, and 
prepare to acoompany me to the barrack; and if there be kw and justice 
in '' 

"WeH I may the Lord in his mercy preserve my senses, or you will both 
driye me dean mad.'' 

"Oh, dear! oh, dear !" sobbed the young lady, while Mrs. litzgerald oon- 
tinned to upbraid at the top oC her Yoioe, heedless of the disclaimers and pro- 
testations of innocence poured out with the eloquence of despair by the poor 
doctor. Matters were in this state, when a man dressed in a fustian jacket, 
like a groom, drove up to the side of the road in a ta^-cart ; he immediately 
got down, and tearing open the door of the doctor^s chaise lifted out the 
yomig lady, and deposited her safely in his own conveyance, merely adding, 

"I say, master, you're in luck this morning that Mr. William took iho 
lower road, for if he had come up with you instead of me, he'd blow the roof 
off your skull, thaf sail" 

Wile these highly satisfactory words were being addressed to poor Fitz, 
Mrs. Fitzgerald had removed from her carriage to that of her husband, per- 
liaps preferring four horses to two, or i^erhaps she had still some unexplained 
views of the transaction, which might as well be told on the road homeward. 

Whatever might have been the nature of Mrs. F.'s dissertation, nothing is 
hrnn. The chaise containing these turtle-doves arrived late at night at 
^enny, and Fitz was installed safely in his quarters before any one knew 
of his having come back. The following morning he was reported iU; and 
for three weeb he was but once seen, and at that time only at his window, 
with a faonel nightcap on his head, looking particularly pale, and rather dark 
under one' eye. 

As for Cnrzon, the last thing known of him that luckless morning was his 
letting a post-chaise for the Eoyal Oak, ftom whence he posted to Dublin, 
^ hastened on to England. In a few days we learned that the adjutant 
^ exchanged into a regiment in Canada; and to this hour there are not 
three men in the 4r— th who know the real secret of that morning's misad- 
ventures. 
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CHAPTERXDL 

As there appeared to be but little prospect of poor Fitzgenld erer nqmnaif 
any explamtion from me as to tiie erents of tliat manm% for hefeiEedto 
ventiue from his room, lest he m^;ht be leeognised and proseeoiedfor A^ 
duciion, I thongfat it better to keep my own secret also; and it was timdbn 
mth a feeliiig of anything but regret that I reoeiyed an order iHudh, mkx 
other diemnstanoes, woald have rendered memiaenble-Ho maroh ondeifaMi- 
ment duty. To any one at all eonyersant vith Hie life we iead in 1%e BooKfj 
I need not say how nn^easaat sneh a ehaDge nsnally is. To surrender jm 
capital mess« with all Ti» wsdl-i^pomted eqnipments-^onr jofial brother 
officers— your West India Madeira-^our eodi Lafitte-^-yorar daily, \oaij, 
and balf-houriy flirtations with the whole female popu]Btio!i--'fiever a defideBt 
one in a garrison town*-^not to speak of yonr matoiies at tsrottmgj C0QiBiB& 
and pigeon-shooting^ and a hundred other delectable modes of geMsng over 
the groond through life, till it please your ungratefbl eooniry and ^ Eone 
Guards to make you a mi^or-generaI,->-to surrender all iJieee, I say, for fte 
noise, duat, and damp disagreeables ef a eoiEntry inn, with bacon lo td, 
whisky to drink, and tibe priest, or ^ ocmstaiialary due^ to get drank vi& 
~:I speak of Irdand here— and your ookj affair, par amovs, being ilieoen- 
sional ogling of l^e apotheeaays danghter opposite, as often as she luitB tbe 
shop, in the exdting oceupafion of meaaaring out garden seeds and sem. 
These are, indeed, the exdbanges» with a difference, fmr which ^ben It bo 
compensation; and, for my own part, I never went upon such duly iiuiil 
did not exclaim with the honest Irishman, when Hie mail w«it ovii IfflOt 
''Oh, Lord! what is this for?''— firmly belienng that in Hie eart!^^ |nr* 
gatory of such duties I was reapmg the heavy retribution attendant capas^ 
offences. 

Besides, from being rather a citek man in my corps, I thought it §cnsM 
hard that my turn for such duty should come round about twice as often tf 
that of my brother officers ; but so it is. I never knew a fellow a Wis 
smarter than his neighbours that was not pounced upon by his colonel for a 
victim. Now, however, I looked at these matters in a very different ligbt 
To leave head-quarters was to escape being questioned; while there vas 
scarcely any post to which I could be sent, where something strange or at 
venturop§ might not tnm up, and serve me to erase the memory of the pas^ 
and turn fli^ attention of my companions in any quarter rather than tovazds 
myself. 
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My cKdev CA tbe pnesni occasion were to mozcfc to 
I was to Ffoceed a ihort diarfaaoe to the lioiue d a magistatB, upon irhore 
infomufaaB, tnuniittficl to ite diief Booretary, tbe pBeaent aaaiitaiioe of • 
mlBtary putf had been obtaaaed ; and not nithont tnterj ^^peannoo oC 
leaaon. 31ie aaaizeB <tf the town weie aboat to be bdkdyaiidnuaycap^ 
oiiBBoes atood lor tnal is &e ealeadar ; and aa it waa atrongly ramoimd thai, 
in tba efcaot q£ eextain OQnvictioBB beiDg obtained a veaone woald be arir 
teiDpted»a0BaeEala(iad:tipoatlietown teemed a too natuial oonaeqiMnce; 
and if 00, the bonae of so obnaxiooa a peaoa aa bimi haye aihided to wonld 
be ectoaflyeertauiof hdng aaaailed. Sadb, at kast, is too frofiieiitly tbe 
hifitoiyof mdb aoenaa: heghmingwitfanooDe definite object— aometiniea a 
slight Qne-4iiofe taq^le viewa and wider eonoaptibiia of ndaehief IdUoWj and 
what haa begnn in. a dnmikeii riot--a eaanal zenoontie-Hiiay t^nninate in tiie 
skn^teofafosflfjOTthebiiniingofaTfllage. The finest peaaaDtEy--€kM[ 
blesBtheob-areaqiiick people, and readier at takiog a hiot than moat othoa, 
and hare^ wfthal, a natmad taate fiir figJLting, thai no aeqni^ 
iiatioDs en pietend to vie with. 

As the wor^ peisQn to whoae house I was ik>w aboqt to proceed waa» 
and, if I am ngbtly informed, is, rather a xemaxkable eharacter in the loeal 
histoyqflridLpoiaaeSylmayasweHgayafBwwardaeoi^^ Mr. 

Joseph Iiridns, Esq.-^for so he signed hixnaeif )— had obIj been lately ele- 
vated to the bendi of aagiatrates. He waa ongmally one of that large but 
iiiteUigent daaa called in Ixehiiid '' small fienaert/' reaaarfcable chiefly for a 
coffiiideraHe taet in driring hard bargain&~a great skill in wetherB-~a rather 
national dislike to pacy all species of imposts, wiiether partaking of the nature 
of tax, tithe, grand jury oeas, or anything ci that natme whatsoever. So 
very aceontable— I had ahnost said (for I have been long qnartexed in 
InlaDd) 10 very bindable— -a pn^iensity excited but little of snrprise or asto- 
oiahiDfint in hk ndgfabonrs, the nuQority of whom entertained very similar 
views— none, h.owever, poasessing anything like the aUe and lawyer-like 
ability of iJie worthy Larkins, for the sncoesafbl evasion of these inroads 
Wfo, the liberty of the subject. Sodl, in fact, was his talent, and so great 
his SQooess in ibis respect, that he had established what, if it did not actually 
amomit to a statute of exemption in law, served equally well in reality ; and 
for several years be enjoyed a perfect immunity on the sulject of money- 
paying in general Bis " Httb houldin V' as he unostentatbnsly called some 
five hundred acres of bog, mountain, and sheep-walk, lay in a rranote part of 
the eoimty, the roads were nearly impassable for several miles in that di- 
redaon, land was oi little value ; the agent was a timid man, witb a large 
finnily ; of three tithe-proctors who had penetrated into the forbidden terri- 
tory, two laboured nnder a dyspepsia for life, not being able to digest paidi- 
lacnt aaid sealing-wax, for they usoaliy dined on their own^oHl^nd tiie 
third gave five pounds out of his pocket to a brge, fresh-lo^H^n^ ^tb 
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brown wbisken and beard, that oanoealed him two nights in a hayloft, to 
escape the Tengeance of the people, which act of philanthropy shoBld ncTer 
be f orgotten, if some ill-natuied people were not bold enough to say Ikit the 
kind indiridaal in question was no other man than Larkins himseli 

Howerer this may be, true it is that this was the last attempt made to 
bring within the responsibilities of the law so le&actory a subject; and so 
powerful is habit, that, although he was to be met with at every nuuiet and 
cattle-fiair in the county, an anest of his person was no more contemplated 
than if he exijoyed the priyilege of parliament to go at large without danger. 

When the country became disturbed, and nightly meetings of the peasantry 
were constantly held, followed by outrages against life and prop^ to the 
most frightful extent, the usual resources of the law were' employed nnavail- 
ingly. It was in vain to offer high rewards. Approvers could not he found; 
and so perfectly organised were the secret associations, that few beyond the 
yery ringleaders knew anything of consequence to communicate. Spedsl 
commissions were sent down from Dublin; additional police force, detach- 
ments of military; long correspondences took place between the magistracy 
and the goyemment— but all in yain. The disturbances continued; and at 
last to such a height had they risen, that the country was put under martial 
law ; and even this was ultimately found perfectly insufficient to repel ^ 
now daily threatened to become an open rebellion rather than mere agniiai 
disturbance. It was at this precise moment, when all resources seemed to 
be fast exhausting themselves^ that certain information reached the Castie, 
of the most important nature. The individual who obtained and transmitted 
it had perilled his life in so doing^but the result was a great one— no less 
than the capital conviction and execation of scYcn of the most influential 
amongst the disaffected peasantry. Confidence was at once shaken in tk 
secrecy of their associates ; distrust and suspicion followed. Many of the 
boldest sank beneath the fear of betrayal, and themselves became evidence 
for the Grown; and in fiye months, a county abounding in midnight meetings, 
and blazing with insurrectionary fires, became almost the most tranquil in its 
province* It may well be believed, that he who rendered this important 
service on this trying emergency could not be passed over, and the name of 
J. Larkins soon after appeared in the Gazette as one of his Majesty's justices 
of the peace for the county ; pretty much in the same spirit in which a oonntiy 
gentleman converts the greatest poacher in his neighbourhood by making 
him his gamekeeper. 

In person he was a large and powerfolly-built man, considerably above six 
feet in height, and possessing great activity, combined with powers of endniing 
fatigue almost incredible. With an eye like a hawk, and a heart that never I 
knew fear, he was the person, of all others, calculated to strike tenor into 
the min^^fthe country people. The reckless daring vnth which he threw 
himself 90lhtogei^— the almost impetuous quickness with which he foUoved 
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up a sce&t, whenever information reaciked him of an important character— 
had their foil effect npon a people who, long accustomed to the slowness and 
the uncertamty cf the law, were almost paralysed at beholding detection and 
punishment follow on crime, as certainly as the thunder-crash follows the 
lightning. 

His great instniment for this purpose was the obtaining information from 
sworn memhers of the secret societies, and whose names never appeared in 
the course of a trial or a prosecation, until the measure of their iniquity was 
completed, when they usually received a couple of hundred pounds, blood- 
money, as it was called, with which they took themselves away to America 
or Australia—- their lives being only secured while they remained by the shelter 
afforded them in the magistrate's own house. And so it happened that con- 
stantly there numbered from ten to twelve of these wretches, inmates of his 
family^ each of whom had the burden of participation in one murder at leasts 
waiting for an opportunity to leave the country, unnoticed and unwatched. 

Such a frightful and unnatural ^tate of things can hardly be conceived ; and 
yet, shocking as it was, it was a relief to that which led to it. I have dwelt, 
perhaps, too long upon this painftd subject ; but let my reader now accom- 
pany me a little farther, and the scene shall be changed. Does he see that 
long, low, white house, with a taU, steep roof, perforated with innumerable 
iiar^ windows ? GPhere are a few straggling beech-trees upon a low, bleak- 
looking field before the house, which is called by courtesy the lawn; a pig or 
two, some geese, and a tethered goat, are here and there musing over the 
state of Ireland ; while some rosy, curly-headed, noisy, and bare-legged urchins 
are gambolling before the door. This is the dwelling of the worshipful justice, 
to which myself and my party were now approaching with that degree of 
activity whiiih attends on most marches of twenty miles, under the oppressive 
closeness of a day in autumn. Fatigued and tired as I was, yet I could not 
enter the little enclosure before the house without stopping for a moment to 
admire the view before me. It was a large tract of rich country, undulating 
on every side, and teeming with com-Mds, in all the yellow gold of ripeness ; 
here and there, almost hid by small clumps of ash and alder, were scattered 
some cottages, from which the blue smoke rose in a curling column into the 
cabn evening sky. All was graceful and beautifully tranquil; and you 
^ht have selected the picture as emblematio of that happiness and repose 
we so constantly associate with our ideas of the country; and yet, before 
that sun had even set, which now gilded the landscape, its glories would be 
replaced by the lurid glare of nightly incendiarism, and-^ — But here, fortu- 
^tely for my reader and, perhaps, myself, I am interrupted in my meditations 
by a rich, mellifluous accent, saying, in the true Boric of the south, 

''Mi. Loorequer! you're welcome to Curryglass, sir. You've had a hot 
^y for your march. Maybe you'd take a taste of sherry before dinnEsr? Well 
then, we'll not wait for, Molowny, but order it up at once." 
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So Mgring, I was luhned into a hag, lowdthwrng-fOom^mirtiAymevi^ 
kefted together about a doun men, to wfaom I was spedaflj and sercnllj 
pBaacated, Boad maaog whom I was happyto ilndrnxhoardiBg-hoafleacqunt- 
anoe^ ICr. Dalf, who, with the othera, had aimed tiiat same day; Ibrilie 
assizes, and who were all members of the legal profession, either .haimteB, 
litoiiqfB, or eleriv of the peaioe. 

The hnqgrf aapeet ol the gaeats, no leaa tfaaa the speed wii3i whidi dn^ 
mads its appearaaoe after my amra], showed me that mj coming was only 
waited for to oomplete the part7--the Mr. Mblownybefine alhded fo bang 
uanimoiuiy voted p w ae n t. lie meal itself had hot slight pretensiaDs to 
elfigaaoe; tiisie were no ddieaeies of Faiiaian taste; no triumphs of Frencb 
oookerf ; bat ia their plaoe stood a lordly 0sh of some fre-and-twenty poinds 
weight, a maasife siiloiB, with all the nsnal annament of IowIb, ham, pigeoD- 
pie, beefsteak, fto., lying in rather a iironiaeiioiis order along eilher aikd 
the table. The party were eridentiy disposed to be satisfied, and lacbor* 
ledge I did not piofe aa exeeptioQ to the leaned indiridoab eboiit me, dtk 
in my xehsh for the good things, or my appetite to esqoy them. IMa; ai 
impon ta ^0100, aays some one^ by which I suppose is meaoik, tiiatan&r 
slnig company is oeeasionally good fim. Whether from my taste fer lie 
" hwmanitie B" or not, I an mahfe to aay, bat certainly, mmythenlmmoer, 
I dioold not have exchanged my poaitioii for one of moeh greater pcetesaoDi 
toeleganoeandton. There was first a general onsUnght iipon tilie mds, 
CESshing of plates, jiniJiag of kniires, mingling with xe<|aests for ** moR befC* 
''the hard aide of tibe safanon,'' or ''another slice of ham.*^ Ileneanea 
dropping fire of drinking wine, which qniekly increased* the deonten of 
aheny for about ten misates resting npon the table about aa long ae Ti|^ 
tooches tins moital eaitii in one of her fiying movementa. Attfaaiidmoa 
were qoickly formed between the membeniof the baraadmjael^ sadltod 
that my momentary popolaritywae likdy to terminate in my down&I; £)r, 
as each introdnotiott waa fdlowed by a bumper of atrong sheny, I did not 
expect to httt till the end of the foast The cloth at length djaappeued, nd 
I was just thanking Providence for the re^te from hob>nobfaing vliicli I 
imagined was to follow, when a hugei, square decanter of whisky a^peand, 
flanked I7 an enoKmoaS' jug of boiling water, and renewed prepaiatioosfer 
drinking upon a large scale seriooaly commenced. It waa just at tins 
moment that I, for the first time^ peroemd the ralher remarkable figmevbo 
had waited upon us at dinner, and who, while I dbronide so many tlmigs <i^, 
little import, deserves a sUght mention. He was a little old man of ^^ 
fifty-five or sixty yean, wearing upon his head a banister's wig, and hafaiti 
in clothes whidi cmginaUy had been the oostume of a very large and boi^' 
pefton, and whidbu ooBsequfintly, added modi torthe drollery of his appeir-j 
aoce. He had been, for forty years, the servant of Judge Yjmdelenrii andladj 
entered his present seemce n^er in the light <rf a preceptor than ameoiA ' 
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mvwiaUy ^eiatiDgto the wortby Justice tipon tiwerj ooeanon of eiignette 
or propriety, bya reference to ^v^liat **ike judge Imofldf '' did, wbieh ahrays 
sufficed to cany the day in Nidiolas's fvrovx, q^potitioa to so correct a 
standard uerer being tlioiiglit of by the Jiustice. 

^'ThafsBiltf Crow's own whisky, the ^mantiOi;** t«id Nicholas, placing 
the decanter npen the table ; ''make nrack of it, for there isift soeh dew in 
the county.* 

With ^ eommendaiion upon the Hqnor, HiflhohB departed, and we pro- 
ceeded to ffll oor gjasses. 

I cannot yentme— perhaps it is so mneh Uie better I3iat I esnnot--to giro 
any ides of tiie conrersataon which al once htohb out, aa if the bamers that 
lestraiDedit had at length giren way. But l8w4alk, in all its plemtnde, fol- 
lowed; andfor two hooxs I heard of nothing bat writs, detainers, deeiam- 
tioBs, trsrerses in pros, and al3ns, with sundry hints for pd tamproeesaet, 
inteispetsed, oceaaionally, witili riy j<^es about packing juries and eonf onnd- 
ingvitnesaes, among wbieh figured the usual number of good things attri- 
buted to the Chief Baron O'Grady and the otiftcr sayers of smart sayings at 
thehar. 

^Ahr said Mr. Daly, drawing a deep sigh at the same instant — ** the bar 
is sadly Men off since I was called in the year 76. Th«e was^not a 
Is^in one of tiie circuits at that time i^t couldn't puzzle any jury that 
evei satinabox; and as for driying througb an act of parliament, it was, as 
Sancho Fanza says, cakes and gingerbread to them. And then, there is one 
especial talent lost for ever to the present generation— just like stained glass 
a&dilhinixiated manuscripts, and slow poisons and the Hke— that were all 
^own yean ago— X mean the beautiful art of addressing l&e judjge before the 
V^i and not letting them know you were quizzing them, if ye like to do that 
same. Poor Peter Purodl for that—rest his ashes— he could cheat the devil 
^o^mlf, if he had need— and maybe he has had, before now. Peter is sixteen 
years dead last Noronber.*' 

"And what was Peter's peculiar tact in that respect, Mr. Daly P* said L 

"^ then, I might try for hours to explain it to you in Tidn; but 111 just 
S^^e you an instance that'll show you better than all my dissertations on the 
^^eet, and I was present myself wh^ it happened, more by token, it was 
^ first time I erer met him on circuit : 

I suppose there is scarcely any one here now, except myself, that remem- 
^ the great cause of Mill« versus Mulcahy, a widow, and others, that was 
WedinEnnia^ in liie year '82. Ifs no matter if there is not. Perhaps it 
^y be more agreeable for me, for I can tell my story in my own way, and 
i»ot be inteirupted. Well, that was called 'The ohi record,' for they tried it 
wventeen tames. I believe, on my conscience, it killed old Jones, who was in 
^ Common Pleas; he used to say, if he put it for trial on the day of judg- 
*^ti one ofthe parties wouldbe sure to lodge an appeal Be that as it may. 
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the Millses engaged Peter specia], and brought him'do wn witli a great retainer, 
in a chaise and four, flags flying, and fiiTonrs in the postillions' hats, and a 
fiddler on the roo( playing the ' Hare in the Com.' The inn was ilimmnated 
"the same evening, and Peter made a speech from the windows upon the 
liberty of the press and religions freedom all over the globe, and there wasn't 
a man in the mob didn't cheer him, which was the more dvil, because few of 
them knew a word of "Rngliwh, and the others thonght he was a pUy-actor. 
But it all went off well, nevertheless, for Peter was a clever feBow; and 
although he liked money weD, he liked popularity more, and he never went 
anywhere 'special' that he hadn't a public meeting of some kind or other, 
either to abolish rents, or suppress parscms, or some sudi popular and bene- 
ficial scheme, which always made him a great &vourite with the people, and 
got him plenty of clients. But I am wandering from the record. Pnicell 
came down, as I said hdore, special for Mills; and when he looked over his 
brief, and thought of the case, he determined to have it tried by a gentlemcD 
jnry, for although he vras a great man with the mob, he liked the ooimtiy 
gentlemen better in the jury-box, for he was always coming out with quota- 
tions from the dassics, which, whether the grand jury understood or not^ 
they always applauded very mucL Well, when he came into oourt that 
morning, you may guess his surprise and mortification to find that the same 
jury that had tried a common ejectment case were still in the box, and wait- 
ing, by the Chief Justice's -direction, to try Mills oertM Mulcafay, the great 
case of the assizes.^ 

" I hear they were a set of common dod-hopping wretches, with frieze coats 
and brogues, that no man could get round at all, for they were as cmmisgas 
foxes, and could tell bhuney from good sense, rather better than people vitli 
better coats on them. 

"Now, the moment that Mr. Puroell came into the court, after bowing 
politely to the judge, he looked up to tiie box, and when he saw the dirty 
faces of the dealers in pork and potatoes, and the unshaven chins of the small 
farmers, his heart fell within lum, and he knew in a minute how little they'd 
care for the classics—if he quoted ' Giesar's Commentaries' itself for them- 
ignorant creatures as they were I 

" Well, the cause was called, and up gets Peter, and he began to 'express' 
(as he always called it himself) 'the great distress his client and himself 
would labour under, if the patient and most intelligent jury then on the panel 
should come to the consideration of so very tedious a case as this promised to 
be, after their already most iJBta'gning exertions;' he commented upon their 
absence from their wives and families^ their farms neglected, their crops 
hazarded, and in about fifteen minutes he showed them they were, if not 
speedily released and sent home, worse treated and harder used than many of 
the prisoners condemned to three months' imprisonment ; and aotoally so &r 
worked upon Ihe feelings of the chief lumsd^ that he tuned to the foreman 
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of the jury, and said, ' that although it was a great deviation from his habitual 
practioe, if at this piesaisg season their prospects were involved to the extent 
the learned oouzisel had pictured, why then, he would so far bend his practice 
on this occasion, and they should be dismissed.' Now Peter, I most confess, 
bere showed the most culpable ignorance in not knowing that a set of country 
fellows, put up in a jury box, would rather let every bkde of com rot in the 
o^ound, than give np what they always supposed so very respectable an ap* 
pointment ; for they invariably imagine in these cases that they are something 
rery like my lord the judge, 'banin' the ennine ;' besides, that on the present 
oocasiou, Peter's argument in their favour decided them upon staying, for they 
DOW felt like martyrs, and firmly believed that they were putting tiie chief 
justice uader an obligation to them for life. 

"When, therefore, they heard the question of the court, it did not take a 
moment's time for the whole body to rise en masse, and bowing to the judge^ 
call out, 'Well stay, my lord, and try every mother's son of them for you; 
ay, if it lasted till Christmas/ 

" 'I am sure, my lord,' said Peter, collecting himself for an effort, 'I can- 
not sufficienily express my gratitude for the great sacrifice these gifted and 
highly intelligent gentlemen are making in my client's behalf; for being 
persons who have great interests in the countiy at stake, their conduct on 
the present occasion, is the more praiseworthy; and I am certain they fully 
appreciate, as does your lordship, the difficulty of the case before us, when 
docmnents will be sobmitted, requiring a certain degree of acquaintance with 
such testinwmab siifficiently to comprehend. Many of the title-deeds, as 
jOTir lordship is aware, being obtained under old abbey charters, are in the 
learned languages ; and we all know how home to our hearts and bosoms 
comes the beaatiful line of the Greek poet, " Yacuus viator cantabit ante 
latronem." ' The sound of the quotation roused the chief justice, who had 
^^cen in some measure inattentive to the preceding part of tiie learned 
<^^insel's address, and he called out rather sharply, 'Qreek! Mr. Purcell— 
why, I nrast have mistaken— -will you repeat the passage F' 

" 'With pleasure, my lord. I was just observing to your lordship and 
the jury, with the doquent poet Hergesius, ''Yacuus viator cantabit ante 
latronem." ' 

Greek, did you caU it P 

Yes, my lord, of cottrse I did.' 

' ^y, Mr. Puroell, you are quoting Latin to me— and what do you mean 
hytalkingof the learned Hergesius and Greek all this time?— the line is 
Juvenal's.' 

* My lord, with much submission to your lordship, and every deference 
^ your great attainments and very superior talents, let me still assure you 
^ I am quoting Greek, and that your lordship is in error.' 
" Mr. Purcell, I have only to remark, that if you are desirous to make a 
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jertof theoovri,ymLliadbettecbeea«tkMs^lM7,8v mi 

waxed ffum^ng motk 'I h^ ike Une » lAtinr^Lgta^ sir^cKui'i 

Lotm, air— efwx tdtocShof knoirs it.* 

"" Of eouse, 09 lord,' nid Peter, wiA giefti hnMaU^;'! bcnriikyKifto 
tiiedeeiaknol yoor kidsldp; the Ime ii^fhta^^ Yefc iBa/be 

petmitted to Mit thai were jpnr kcdahip disposed io sufaBxt thii (iwitkn, 
as you ate Aortlj about to do another and a similar one to those ekar-Bgiited 
and inteQigenit geutkEneiitfaere^Xain iMitiiijRird^ mjknd^itwosidlieGitdLto 
every man oftbctt.' 

''The look» tfasToice^and the peeidiar esqphasb with whkh Peter gm 
these worda^ wece pecfiBctly sueeessfiiL Tkeaente judge aofciei]Hited tfaeviili 
of the ooiiiiBel-*the jury were dismiaeed, and Peter proeeeded to kk cue 
hefoKe those he knew better how to deal with, and with whosa the lenlt m 
nore certain to be as he wished it.'' 

To this anecdote of theconnsdkxrsiiooeededBMDgrothec^cf ii^idi,»ike 
whisky was potent and the hour kte, my memory is not of er letoDftrfe : ik 
party did not hseak up tiU near four o*ekxk, and evea then, ovatef only 
eondnded because mmm one gravely remarked, "thai as we shoaU teal 
aotifely engaged on the moirow, early hours wen adrisable/ 



» 



QELiPTEE TY , 

TRB A88XZX TOWIT. 



I HAD not been above aweekinmynewgaartersywheamyieryiBiiiR' 
sented me^ aBnaog my letteu one morning, with a paehet, which, with con- 
siderahle pains, I at length recognised to be directed to me. The entiie 
envelope was covered with writing in raiious hands^ among whkh I dBtected 
something which bore a £unt resemblance to my name^ but the address 
which followed was perfectly unreadable, not only to me, as it i^peated, Imt 
also to the '' experts'* of the different postK)ffiees, for it had liec&ifo^ 
sundry directions to try Tarious places beg^miing with T, which seemed to 
be the letter commencing the "great unknown locality;" thus I read, "Try 
Tralee," "Try Tyrone," "Try Tanderageci" Ac Ac. I wtmder that they 
didn't add, "Try Teheran," and I suppose they would at las^rather tbaa 
abandon the pursuit. 

" But, Stubbes," said I, as I conned over the Tarious addresses on this io: 
comprehensiUe oover, " are you sure this is for me P" 

*' The postmaster^szr, desiredme to ask if you'd hare it, for hshasoiaed 
it to every one down in these parts latdy; the watttgoard offieees will take 
it at 8d., air, if you won't, but I begged you might h«ve the tetauL" 
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''OklTeiywdl; I am ]iaiq^7 to fiiid load^n axe managed so i^^ 
tliepoflt-oiBee liBre. Nothing like a pnl^ ancticnL for making mattets find 
thdr tnie fefcL Tdl tke postmaster, then, PH keep tlie letter, aad the 
latiier, rnhhapptgrn^hs^ good look, to be iixtaided for me/'- 

"AndnovfirtheiateEkr/' said 1, as I broke the seal, and lead: 



«< Paris, BneCMti^fioBk 

"My IXEJOBL Mb> LoMawprnt,— As her ladyship and mj son hate in ram 
essayed to get anything ftam you in the shiq^ of reply to their letters, it has 
derohed vpon me to try my f catane, which, were I to aognr from the legi- 
bility of my writBig, maf noi I lAonld fear, prcyfe mcnre sncces^ol than the" 

— (what eaa te wofd be?) ^^the— the"— {why, it eatft be damnaUe, 

snidyF—fio, it is amiabie, I see)—'' than the amiaUe epistle of my lady. I 
cannot, howerei^ pennit myself to leare this wifthoat appiisiag yon that we 
are about to start for Baden, whan we pmpoee remaining a month or two. 
lour ccam €kqr, who haA been staying fcfr some time witb us, has been 
obliged to set oitt for Genefa, but hopes to join in some weeks henc^ He is 
a great DaroTirite with ns all, but has not eiaeed the mmory of our older 
^end, yourself. Gould you not find means to oome oyer and see us, if only 
& flyiog TisifcP Botterdam is the route, and a few days wouM bring you to 
onr quarters. Hoping that you may feel so disposed, I have enclosed bere- 
vith a letter to the Horse Ghmrds, which I trust may facilitate your obtaining 
leave of absence. I know of no other mode of making your peace with the 
la^eSj'who are, too hiig^ incensed at your desertion to send one civil post- 
script to this lettet, and Okee and myself are absolutely exhausted in our 
defence of you. ** Believe me, yours truly, , 

••Callonbt." 

Had I leoeived an official notification of my being appointed paymaster to 
the forces, or explain to CSielsea Hospital, I beHeve I should have receiyed 
the isfoimation with less surprise than I perused this letter. That, after the 
long interval which had elapsed, during which I had considered myself totally 
forgotten by this famfly, I should now receive a letter— and such, a letter, too 
"""qoite in the vein of our former intimacy and good feeling, inviting me to 
their house, and again professing their willingness that I should be on the 
tenns of our old &milianty, was little short of wonderful to me. Iread, too 
--with what pleasure !— that slight mention of my cousin, whom I had so 
long regarded as my successfol rival, but wbo I began now to bope had not 
^ preferred to me. Peihaps it was not yet too late to think that all was 
ttot hopeless. It appeared, too, that several letters had been written which 
^ never reached me ; so, while I accused f bem of neglect and f orgetf ulness, 
I was really more lynenflhlft to the charge myself; for, from the moment I 
^heardof my cousin Go/s having been domesticated amongst them, and 
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the rnmoTirs of his mairiage had reached me, I suffered my absnid jealousy 
to blind my reason, and never wrote another line after. I ought to have 
known how " baoard" Qny always was—that he never met with the most 
common-place attentions anywhere, that he did not immediately write home 
about settlements and pin-money, and portions for younger children, and all 
that sort of nonsense. Now I saw it all plainly, and ten thousand times quicker 
than my hopes were extinguished before were they again kindled, and I could 
not re&ain hqm regarding Lady Jane as a mirror of constancy, and mysdf 
the most fortunate man in Europe. My old oastle-buildiDg propensi^ 
came back upon me in an instant, and I pictured myself with Lady Jane as 
my companion, wandering among the beautifdl scenery of the Neckar, be- 
neath the lofty ruins of Heidelberg, or skimming the placid surfftoeof tiie 
Bhine, while, ''mellowed by distance," came the rich chorus of a student's 
melody, filling the air with its flood of song. How ddightfol, I thought, to 
be reading the lyrics of Uhland, or Biliger, with one so capable ci appre- 
ciating them, witii all the hallowed associations of the '* Yaterland" about 
us ! " Yes," said I, aloud, repeating the well-known line of a German *' Lied:" 

** * Bekraast mit Laub, den lieben vollen Becher.' ** 

" Upon my conscience," said Mr. Daly, who had for some time past been in 
silent admiration of my stage-struck appearance—*' upon my conscience, Mr. 
Lorrequer, I had no oonception.you knew Lish." 

The mighty talisman of the counsellor's voice brought me back in a momfsA 
to a consciousness of where I was then standing, and the still more imfor- 
tunate fact that I was only a subaltern in his Majesty's 4— tL 

Why, my dear counsellor, that was German I was^uoting, not IrisL" 
Witii all my heart," said Mr. Daly,— breaking the top off his third egg;— 
*' with all my heart ; Pd rather you'd talk it than me. Much oonversatioii in 
that tongue, I'm thinking, would be mighty apt to loosen one's teeth" 

" Not at all ; it is the most beautiful language in Europe,and the most mu- 
sical too. Why, even for your own peculiar taste in such matters, vkie can 
you find any language so rich in Bacchanalian songs as German?" 

" rd rather hear the ' Cruiskeen Lawn,' or the ' Jug of Punch,' as my 
old Mend Pat Samson could sing them, than a score of your high Dutch 
jawbreakers." 

" Shame upon ye, Mr..Baly ; and for pathos, for true feeling, where is there 
anything equal to Schiller's baillads ?" 

'' I don't think Pve ever heard any of his; but if you will talk of ballads," 
said the counsellor, "give me old Mosey M'Garry's : what's finer ftan"- 
(aud here.he began, with a most nasal twang and dolorous emphasis, to tsngy- 

*< * And I stepp'd up unto her, 
An' I made a congee — 
And I ax'd her her pardon 
For the making so fiee.* 
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" And then the next Terse, she says — 

* Are yon goin' to undo me, 
In this desert alone?* 

There's a shake there/' 

"Por Heaven's sake/' I cried, "stop; when I spoke of baUads, I never 
meant such infernal stuff as that/' 

" ril not give up my knowledge of ballads to any man breathing," said Mr. 
Daly; " and, with God's Messing, I'll sing you one this evening, after dinner^ 
that will give you a oramp in the stomach/' , 

An animated discussion upon lyrical poetry was here interrupted by a sum- 
mons from GUI host to set out for the town. My party were, by the desire of 
the magistracy, to be in readiness near the court-house, in the event of any 
serious disturbance, which, there existed but too much reason to apprehend 
from the highly excited state of feeling on the subject of the approaching 
trials. The soldiers were, under the guidance of Mr. Larkins, safely ensconced 
in a tan-yard; and I myself, having consigned them for the present to a non- 
commissianed officer, was left at perfect liberty to dispose of my time and 
person as it might please me. 

While these arrangements were taking place, I had entirely lost sigjit of 
Mr. Daly, under whose guidance and protection I trusted to obtain a pkoe 
within the bar to hear the trials ; so that I was now perfectly alone, for my 
host's numerous avocations entirely precluded any thought of my putting 
myself under his caxe. 

My first object was to reach, the court-house, and therd could be little dif- 
ficulty in finding it^ for the throng of persons in the street were all eagerly 
bending their way thither. I accordingly followed with the stream, and soon 
found myself among an enormous multitude of frieze-coated and red-cloaked 
people, of both sexes, in a large open square, which formed the market-place^ 
one side of whicb was flanked by the court-house— for as such I immediately 
recognised a massive-looking grey stone building^-in which the numerous 
windows, all open and filled with people, exhaled a continued steam from the 
crowded atmosphere within. To approach it was perfectly impossible : for 
the square was packed so closely, that as the jfeopie approached by the various 
streets, they were obliged to stand in the avenues leading to it, and regard 
what was going on from a distance. Of this large multitude I soon be(»me 
one, hopmg that at length some fortunate opportunity might enable me to 
obtain admisaaon through some of my legal acquaintances. 

That the fate of those who were then upon their trial for their lives absorbed 
the entire feelings of those without, a momentary glance at the hundreds of 
anxious and careworn faces in the crowd would completely satisfy. Motion- 
less and silent they stood : they felt no fatigue— no want of food or refresh- 
meut^-their interest was one and undivided— all tbeir hopes and fears were 

K 
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centred m the events then passing at a shfiit ^Manoe fieom tjhfl^ 
their ignorance imparted an additional and more painfal exdtemeiLt— Ik 
only information of how matters were going on being by an occasional word, 
sometimes a mere gesture, from some one stationed in the windows to a &ieiid 
in the crowd. 

When the ecmtemi^ation of tkLs fiB^vlartf in^^ 
to weary from the irksomeness of my position, I thongfai of xelamg, faotsooB 
diseovered how impoM&le was audi a atep. The crowd had falodbedi^ so 
completely all the avenues of approach, that ev«n had I taoeeeded k gettng 
from the market-place, it wonld be only to remaia ta^jinpaeted anoigtlie 
mob in the stoet. 

It BOW also oooBied to me, that althonghlhadbeenMBiiredVfLadiu 
no caU eoaM possibly be made npcn my senriees or those of my paityt3Iifter 
tte trial, yet wwe that to eonohide al any moment, I (^KMsdd be pedeetij 
nnaUe to gain the place where I had stationed tiiem, and ^h» most sdou 
oonaeqnoice might eneae from the absence of their oOoer, if themenvcR 
required to act. 

Iron the time th» thcng^t took possesaioB ef me, I beeane exoeondly 
uncomfortable. Every expression of the people thait denoted the progie» of 
the trial only alarmed me for l^e conchision, which I snppeeed might boA be 
diatanit, and I began, with all my ingenuity, to attegq>t my retre a t, whkt, after 
half aahow^s severe struggle, I comidetelyabandcmed, IndiAg myself sovo^ 
ten yaeda from where I started. 

At length the counsel for the Grown, who had been speakilig to evidope, 
ceased; and an tndistinot muimvr was heard throng 1^ conitJioffie, y^ 
was soon repressed by tiie voice of the cri^ calling ** ^eoaice'!'' Mwk 
seemed still and silent as the grave^yet, onlistening atteativeSy, for vm 
time, yon conld catch the kw tones of a v(»oe speaking, as it appeared, vitli 
great deliberation and slowness. Tim was the judge addressing the jniy. 
in a short time this also ceased; and, for about half an hour, the desee wu 
perfectly unbroken, and botk within and without there rei^pied one intense 
and aching sense of anxiety that absorbed every feeling, and imparted to 
every face an expression of almost agonising uncertamty. It was, indeed, s 
moment well oahmlated to emte such emotions. The jory had retired to 
deliberate upon thdr verdict. At length a door was heard to open, and the 
footsteps of the j uey, as th^ resumed their places, sounded tiuongh the oomt, 
and were heard by those without. How heavily upon many a stout heart 
those footsteps fell ! They had taken thehr seats— then came another paos^- 
after which the monotonous tones of the derk of the court were heard, ad- 
dressing the jury for their verdict. As the foreman rises every ear is bent— 
every eye strained— «very heartstring vibrates : his lips move, bat he is not 
heard; he is desired by the judge to speak loader; there is another psase^ 



HABBT LOiffiXQUXR. 163 

]» appear to Ukw fo a Irv aeeonds viih a »d^ 
B(ni]iee8 the iposdi. '' G<i%, my lofd-dl i^^ 

I hxn kaid the wiM ^Brw-wkoop of the Bed Indian* ae, ki his ovb pine 
forast, he JuttQflcxpectedljr coxae iqkkl the tiaek of bu foe, and the almost 
extingwahfid hope of yesgeaaee bas beea kindled again in his oniel heart—I 
li&Teiisteoed to the aearoely lest juvage huzza of a stonning party, as thef 
have smaKNuited the erombling ronis of a breafili» and dsToted to fire and 
swQid, with that one j^ all vho await themr--and onee in xay life it has been 
ny fortaoe to have beard tbe last yell of defiance irom a pirate crew» as tbey 
nok benea& ^ laking fire of a frigate ratber than avnender, and went 
dowHwiibac^eerof defianee tbat rose even abo^ the red artillery tbat diBk 
strayed hat eoald not fflibdne them ;--l>«t never, in any or all of these awfol 
mome&ts, did my heart yftcate to socb sounds as rent the air when the fia.tal 
^Goilty'' was beard by those within, and repeated to those witbont. It was 
not gxief-^it was not despajr^-neither was it tbe cry of sharp andirrepressibfe 
sogta^ ton a sedd^Uy blighted bope^-bot it was tbe long pent-up and 
carefiiUy-ooQoeafed biurst of feeling wbidb called aloud tor Teugeancer-red and 
leeking lerezige upon all who bad been instrumental in tbe sentence then 
delirered. It ceasod, aud I looked towards tbe court-bouse, expecting that 
an immediate and desperate attack upon tiie building and tbose whom it con- 
tained would at once take place. But nothing of tbe kind ensued ; tbe mob 
were already hegiTming to disperse, and before I recoYeced perfectly from tbe 
excitement of these few and terrible moments, tbe square was nearly empty» 
and I almost felt as if tbe wild and frantic denundation that still rang tbrough 
my ears had been conjured up by a beated and fevered imagination. 

Wkenl again met our pmrty at tbe dinner table, I could not help feeling 
surprised on perceiying bow Httle tbey sympathised in my feeLmg for tbe events 
of the day; which^ indeed, tbey only alluded to in a professional point of 
Tiew— ^jnttciaiog tbe speeches of tbe counsel on both sides^ and tbe character 
of the difiBsrent witnesses who were examined. 

" Well," said Mr. Daly, addressiag our host, " you never could have had a 
conviction to-day if it wasn't for Mike. He's the best evidence I ever heard. 
I'd like to know vCTy much how you ever got so clever a fellow completely in 
your clutches P" 

" By a mere accident, and very simply," replied the justice. " It was upon 
one of our most crowded fair days — half the county was in town, when the 
2»fonnation arrived that the Walshes were murdered the night before at the 
cross-roads above Telenamuck nulls. The news reached me as I was signing 
some tithe warrants, one of which was against Mickey. I sent for him into 
tl»eofBce. Knowing that as he was in the secret of all the evil doings, I might 
*s well pretend to do him a service, and offer to stop the warrant out of kind- 
ness, as it were. Well, one way or another, be was kept waiting several 

tf2 
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hours while I was engaged in writiiig, and all the conniiy people, as tky 
passed the window, could look in and see Mickey Sheehan standing bef or 
me, while I was employed busily writing letters. It was jnst at this time 
that a mounted polioonan rode in with the aooonnt of the murder; upon 
which I immediately issued a wanant to anest the two Mac NeiDs and Owen 
Shirley upon suspicion. I thought I saw Mike turn pal^ as I said the names 
over to the sergeant of police, and I at once determined to turn it to acooimt; 
80 1 immediately began talking to Mickey about his own a&irs, breaking q( 
erery now and then, to giye some directions about the men to be captured. 
The crowd outside was increasing every instant, and you need not have looked 
at their Jboes twice to peroeiye that they had regarded Mickey as an approTer; 
and the same night that saw the Mac Neills in custody, witnessed the bomiiig 
of Sheehan's house and haggart, and he only escaped by a mirade over to 
Gurryglass, where, once under my protection, with the imputation uponliis 
character of having turned king's evidence, I had little trouble in persiudiDg 
him that he mi^t as well boiefit by the report as enjoy the name intkot 
the gain. He soon complied, and the convictions of this day are paitlytlie 
result." 

When the applause which greeted this clever stroke of our host had sub- 
sided, I inquired what results might, in all likehhood, follow the prooeediggs 
of which I had that day been a witness P 

*' Nothing will be done immediately," replied the justice, " because we kre 
a large force of police and military about us ; but let either, or ushappilf 
both, be withdrawn, and the cry you heard given in the market-place to^j 
will be the death-wail for more than one of those who are well and hearty at 
this moment." 

The train of thought inevitably forced upon me by all I had been a spectator 
of during the day but little disposed me to be a partaker in the mirth and 
ooaxviviality which, as usual, formed the staple of the assize dinners of Mr. 
Larkins ; and I accordingly took an early opportunity to quit the company 
and retire for the night. 



CHAPTER XXL 

A DAT IH DUBLIK. 



On the third day of my residence at Gurryglass, arrived my fiiend Mor- 
timer to replace me, bringing my leave from the colonel, and a most hand- 
some letter, in which he again glanced at the prospect before me in the 
Callonby family, and hinted at my destination, which I had not alluded to, 
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adding, that if I made ihe pretence of study in Germany the reason for my 
application at the Horse Guards, I should be almost certain to obtain a six 
months' leaye. With what spirits I ordered Stubbes to pack up my port- 
manteau, and secure our places in the Dublin mail for that night, while I 
myself honied to take leave of my Jdnd entertainer and his guests, as well 
as to recommend to their favour and attention my excellent fidend Mortimer. 
He, being a jovial fellow, not at all in love, was a happy exchange for me^ 
since, despite Daly's capital stories, I had spent the last two days in watching 
the high road for my successor's anival. 

Once more, then, I bade adieu to Cunyglass and its hospitable owner, 
whose labours for '^ justice to Ireland" I shall bng remember, and depositing 
myself in the bowds of his Majesty's mail, gave way to the iuU current of 
my hopes and imaginings, which at last ended in a sound and refireshing sleepy 
from wMdi I only awoke as we drew up at the door of the Hibernian, in 
Dawson-stieet. 

Even at that early hour there was considerable bustle and activity of pre- 
paration, which I was at some loss to account for, till informed by the waiter 
that there were upwards of three hundred strangers in the house, it being the 
day of his Majesty's expected arrival on his visit to Ireland, and a very con- 
siderfthle section of the county Galway bemg at that moment, with their wives 
and families, installed, for the occasion^ in this, their favourite hotel 

Although I had been reading of this approaching event every day fbr the 
last three months, I could not help feeling surprised at the intense appearance 
of excitement it occasioned, and, in the few minutes' conversation I held 
with the waiter, learned the total impossibility of procuring a lodging any- 
where, and that I could not have a bed, even were I to offer five guineas for it. 
Having, therefore, no inclination for sleep, even upon easier terms, I ordered 
my hreak&st to be ready at ten, and set out upon a stroll through the town. 
I could not help, in my short ramble through the streets, perceiving how 
admirahly adapted were the worthy Dublinites for all the honours that awaited 
them; garlands of flowers, transparencies, flags, and the other insignia of 
rejoicing, were everywhere in preparation, and, at the end of Sackville-stree^ 
a considerable erection, very much resembling an impromptu gallows, was 
being built, for the purpose, as I afterwards learnt, of giving the worshipful 
the lord mayor the opportunity of opening the city gates to royalty; creating 
the obstacle where none existed being a very ingenious conceit, and consi- 
derably Irish into the bargain. I could not help feeling some desire to wit- 
iiess how all should go o£^ to use the theatrical phrase ; but, in my anxiety 
to get on to the Continent, I at once abandoned every thought of delay. 
When I returned to the coffee-room of my hotel, I found it crowded to 
excess; every little table, originally destined for the accommodation of one, 
Wing at least two, and sometimes three occupants. In my hurried ghmce 
lonnd the room, to decide where I should place myself, I was considerably 
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fltradc mtk tiie appeaiBiioe of a stout elderly gentleman wi& red wbbken, 
md a hie^ bald forehead; lie kad, althongk tiie day was aa (^ptesshrdy bot 
one, three muatooats on, asod by the brown Ycnk tan of ^long4x>i^ boots, 
evinoed a revy coasideraMe conetenpt either for weailLer or £isbi^; m the 
qjoxk glaaoe of his ahnp grey eye, I read that he liste&edbalf doidbtibglyto 
the nanwtive of his eompaiiion, whose baek was turned to waids ne, bat wbo 
aji^ieaired, from tiie oocasional wwds whidi readied me^ to be ghingaratk 
Btanrdioafl and mdodiamstieTerskHi of the expected pSeasoree (^ the capital 
There was something in the tone of tbb speaker's toioe tikat I ikm^ I n- 
cogmaed; laoeordix^ly drew near, and what was ay supcise to dasoowmy 
friend Tom (yilalkerty. Alter our first salutation was over, Tom pxssM 
me to his friend, Mr. Bnrke, of somewhere, who, ke eontSBned to infemiae^ 
in a stage wluspo; was a "regular qnis," and new bk JMi^ m las life 
before. 

'' And so, you say, sir, that his Mijesty cannot enter without i3» ymsm 
of thelordmay(MrP' 

"And the aldermeii, too," replied Tom. "It is aa old fedU eemoSDy; 
when his Mi^ty oomes up to the gate, he demands admissios, aadtiiekd 
mayor refuses, beeaiase he would be'ti&us sicnreiideriag his great pioogstin 
of head of the city; tiiea the aldermen get about him, and eajole hki, aadliy 
degrees he's won orer by the promise of being ktughted, and the kiagguos 
the day, and enters.** 

" Upon my conscience, a mighty ridioidouB ceremony it is^ albsr 4" ^ 
Mr. Burke, "and very like a bargain for sheep in Bafliaasloe fas, lAentiie 
buyer and sdler appear to be going to tght, till a mntoal fnead settks die 
bargain between them." 

At this moment, Mr. Burke suddenly sprang fram his (&ak,whi&ins 
nearest the window, to look out ; I aocordingiy foUowed his exsa^ sd 
beheld a rather ludicrous processon, if sudi it eoold be caUed, coas^ of 
so few persons. The prindpai individual in ikt group was a iocid, fd, h^Pf- 
lookmg gentleman of about fifty, with a profusion of nearly white nhiakeES^ 
which met at his chin, iiwunteduponaskeki^argei^ wk)sehalf4nblii&W 
prancing pace, had evidently been ac({iiired by long habit of going in p(xa- 
sion ; this augost figure was habited in a scarlet coat and oodced-hat, hftviog 
"tags," and aQ the other appanage of a g^etal offieer; he aiao wow tiglit 
buckskin breedies, and high jack-boots, like those of the Borse Ovtfis; as 
he looked from side to side, with a sdf-satisfied, contested air, he q;>pe«e(i 
quite insensible of the eerUffe whidi followed and pieoeded h^; the kto 
consisting of some score <^ hatf-ragged boys, ydiliBg and du^utkurintii aU 
their might, and the former being a kind of instalmeHt in hAadef theDdilia 
Militia Band, and whe, in nunibers and eqvqpmenity dosd^^ resembled 
"army*' whidi acoompanieB the ficsl appcanaoe c^ Bombaste^ the 
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diffeieBce, that thMel speak of did not pla# ifae "Eogoe'ff Mttdi," whidi 
might have perhaps appeared peisonaL 

As this goodly prooesaion advanoed, Mr. Bnike'tt;^ became xireted upon 
it ; it was the fist wonder he had yet beheld, and he deroured it. 

''Maj I asl^ sir.'' said he. at length, '' who tkat is r 

"Who that is !" said Tom, sureying him teunnelj as he spoke; ''why, 
saiely,ar, yoa anit be jesting. or yonwonM not a^sach aquestion; I 
tnis^ indeed, evecy one knows who he is. Eh, Hairy P' said he, kx^i^f 
at me for a confirmation of what he said, and to which, of course, I assented 
by a look, 

''Well, but, my dear Mr. O'Elaherty, you forget hoiw ignomit OL am o 
eTerytidng heie " 

" Ah, tme," said Tom, inteimpting ; " I forgot yoanever saw him befoxe." 

"Andwhoishe^skr 

"Why, that* 8 the IhJce of WeUingion, sir I" 

"LordhaTett0Bcyi9onBie,iBitP"8aiiMr.BQrke.aBhe upset the inbte. 
and all ite bceakfwt equ^^uge^ and rushed throogji the oof ee-xoom IDat <ne 
possessed. Befoie I could half xecorer firom the fit of lams^ttng this eveot 
thiew me into^ I heard him as he ran fol^ speed down Paw80»etreet, wwing 
his haty sod shouting flit the tc^c^ his lungs, ** God Uess your Giwe!— Long 
Ii£BtoyoarGnoet--Su]xafor the hero of Waterloo I— the gnat eaptmn of 
the age !" &c. &o,, whiiGh I gneve to say. for the ingratitude of the indlTidnal 
haded, seemed aal to atfordhim half the pleasore, and mae of the amuse- 
loeni^ it did the BEiob. who le-eehoed the shouts and cheering tiM h» was hid 
within the pieomcta of the Manskm House*, 

"And BOW," said Tom, to me. ''finish your break&st ae fiiat ae possiUer; 
for, wheaBuke oomes back, he wiU be boxii^ me to dine witik him. or some 
such things as a kind of acknowledgment of his gratitode lor showing him the 
Duke. Bo you know, he has seen more woaders thzoagh my poor instru?> 
neotality withm the kst three days in DuUin, than a nx months' trip to tiie 
GoBtiiieiitwGald show most men. I have made him bdie?e that Booke Bethel 
is Loid Bionfl^mB^ and I am ahoat to bring himtoaioir^atMibdi's^whom 
he supposes to be the Maiduoness of Conyngham. A piopos to the dear 
'£Iew,'let me tell youci a'goodhif IwaswitnesBtoa&waighta since, 
^ou know, perhi^. old Sir Caiartes Gaeseckc, di P" 

" I hate seen him once, I think,«^the professor of mmendogy.** 

" Welj^ poor old Sir Charley, one of the most modest and retiring men in 
existence, was standingthe other night among themob^ inoae of the drawin^- 
i^ms, while a waltdng-party were figoxing away, at wnidl^ with that fond- 
nesB for 'U dense' that ehatacteriBeaevea^Gtnnan of any age, he was loek- 
mg with much inftfteaty when my la4y came td^pfngupi and the foUowing 
>hort dialogue ensasd witUa my eHMM : 
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" 'Ah, mon cher. Sir CharleS, layi de tous Tdr.' Bat ^7 are yon not 
dancmg?' 

"'Ah, miladiy je ne puis pas^ c'est-^^ite, ich kann es nidit; I am too 
old; ich bin * 

"'Oh, youhonid man! I imdentaiid you perfecUy. Yoa hate ladies that 
is the r^ reason. You do— you know you do.' 

"'Ah, miladi, gnadige Erau; glauben sie mich; I do loave de ladies; I 
do adore de sex. Do you know, miladi, wheni was in GieenlaDd Ididkeep 
four womans.' 

" ' Oh, shocking, horrid, yile Sir Charles ! how oould you tell «m sudis 
story? I shall die of it!' 

"'Ah, mine Qott, miladi, sie irren sich; tous yous trampez. You are 
quite in mistake ; it was only to rdkf mp boat P 

" I leave you to guess how my lady's taste for the broadside of the stoiy, 
and poor Sir Charles's yindication of himself in regard to his estimatioii of 
'le beau sexe,' amused all who heard it : as for me, I had to leave the loom, 
half-choked with suppressed laughter. And now, let us bolt, fori seeBuke 
coming, and, upon my soul, I am tired of telling him lies, and must lestoD 
my oars for a few hours at least." 

" But where is the necessity for so domg P" said I; *' surdy, where tiieteis 
so much of novelty as a large dty presents to a visitor for the first time tk» 
18 little occasion to draw upon imagination for your fscts." 

"Ah, my dear Hany, how little do you know of life ! There is a kind of 
man whose i^petite for the marveUous is such, that he must be cnnsmed 
with miracles or he dies of inanition, and you might as well attempt to feeda 
tiger upon pdU defoie gruy as satisfy him by mere naked unvanushed troth. 
I'll just give you an easy illustration ; you saw his delight this momjpg when 
the 'Duke' rode past;- well, I'll tell you the converse of that proposition 
now. The night before last, having nothing better to do, we went to the 
theatre ; the piece was 'La P6rouse,' which they have been playing here for 
the last two months to crowded houses, to exhibit some North Amedcan 
Indians whom some theatrical specoktor brought over ' spedal,' m all the 
horrors of for, wampum, and yellow ochre. Finding the ' spectacle' isthff 
iminteresting, I leaned back in my box, and fell into a doze. Meanwhile, my 
inquiring friend, Mr. Burke, who felt naturally anxious, as he always doe^ to 
get aufond of matters, left Ids place to obtain information about the piece, 
the audience, and, above all, the authenticity of the Indians, who oertaiiily 
astonished him considerably. 

" Now it so happened that about a fortnight previously some violent pas- 
sion to return home to their own country had seized these interestiiig indi- 
viduals, and they felt the most irresistible longing to abandm the savage and 
unnatiural condiments of roast beef and Guinness's porter, and resume their 
ancient and more civilised habits of life. In fact, like the old A£dcaa lady 
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mentioned by the missionary at the Gape, they felt they could die hap|iy if 
they 'could only once more have a roast child for supper/ and, as such 
luxTuies are dear in this country, stay another week they would not, whatever 
the oonseqnenoes might be; the manager reasoned, begged, implored, and 
threatened, by tuns ; all would not do, go they were determined, and all that 
the mifortmiate proprietor could accomplish was to make a purchase of their 
properties in fur, belts, bows, arrows, and feathers, and get them away 
qinetly, without the public being the wiser! The piece was toaprofitable a 
one to abandon, so he looked about anxiously, to supply the deficiency in his 
wrpi dramoHque. For several days nothing presented itself to his thoughts, 
and the public were becoming more clamorous for the repetition of a drama 
which had greatly delighted them. What was to be done? In a mood of 
doubt and uncertainty, the wretched manager was taking his accustomed 
walk upon the lighthouse pier, while a number of unfortunate country 
fellows, bate-legged and lanky, with hay ropes fastening their old grey coats 
around them, were standing beside a packet about to take their departure 
forEnghind for the harvest. The^ uncouth appearance, their wild looks, 
their violent gestures, and, above all, their strange and guttural language — 
for they were all speaking Irish— attracted the attention of the manager; 
the effect, to his professional eye, was good ; the thought struck him at once. 
Here were the very fellows he wanted. It was scarcely necessary to alter any- 
tliing about them, they were ready made to his hand, and in many respects better 
savages than their prototypes. Through the mediation of some whisky, the 
appropriate liquor in all treaties of this nature, a bargain was readily struck, 
^ in two hours more * these forty thieves' were rehearsing upon the dassio 
boards of oartheatre, and once more 'LaP6rouse,' in all the glory of red capital 
fettws, shone forth in the morning advertisements. The run of the piece 
continued unabated ; the Indians were the rage ; nothing else was thought or 
spoken of in Dublin, and already the benefit of Ashewaballagh Ho was an- 
nounced, who, by.the-by, was a little fellow from Martin's estate in Conne- 
^ and one of the drollest dogs I ever heard of. Well, it so happened that 
it was upon one of their nights of performing that I found myself, with Mr. 
^^^0, a spectator of their proceedings ; I had fiillen into an easy slumber, 
^^ a dreadful row in the box lobby roused me from my dream, and the 
Wciyof 'TumhimoutI' 'Pitch him over!' 'Beat his brains out!' and other 
^^'^^^e proposals of the like nature, effectually restored me to consciousness. 
J^ed out of the box into the lobby, and there, to my astonishment, in the 
^ost of a considerable crowd, beheld my friend, Mr. Burke, belabouring the 
^^'keeper with all his might with ^ cotton umbrella of rather unpleasant 
proportions, accompanying each blow with an exclamation of * WeU, are they 
Jjonnaughtmen, now, you rascal— eh P— are they all west of Athlone, tell me 
^» now? , I wonder what's preventing me beating the soul out of ye.* 
^^ obtaining a short cessation of hostilities, and restoring poor Sharkey to 
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lBgB,mnf^ more dead ihtti alhe from poMfdgU^I kAte^ai kri^pthB 
Uimima emuoiMH, Mr, Binke, it iMiH^ bad eatcnd lato MSfefMtm 
Shaikey; the bon-keepery as to all the partwalaia of the theetn^ sBod the in- 
aeiiik ]^Me» hot eapedaDy aa to the nal and afltfaeatic hiatoiyof tiieliBBban^ 
iHiOBe Ifnagnagfi he wmaited, i& many nBp9C^ to waoaMo Iak» Poor 
SfaaikesTi whose benefit aic^t was ai^roaohiaA tiunight bia aai^ seeore a 
fnendtefifebyinpaitiBgtohimanJmportaiitat^ aiidw]m»tte»> 

lore, praand lifter doscly as to the ' savages' wheseaiboflt»' x^^ 
bold stroiEe^ and twst has uribnown in tssrogatOR, 'lad 8oye«diai^t led^ 
kavw where thej eoaae ham, nor ean't guesaP* 'Mag^, PcrV said Vk 
Bqtfce, inaoeeitlr. 'Tk7i«aia»sir/saklSbrioey,witha]anwii«8m. 'B 
ftBeMig^iaiaiisr8aidMr.Barke. 'What do ywi think of Gahn^,*?* 
said flharicfy. with elfwff i itffm iifd ^ w nwuMi t ». frimtJ afcin far ijCu. Theweids 
woe no sooner oat of hislipB, ^aaBozke, whoJauaediaielytoQktiMBiiia 
pieoaof dinot nadsnoe to Uiiaetf and his ooa»fa7» Celled hnntotheeaiA, 

and was Bi tlw aet of oonkinaiiig tlw diaciflmA when I Mire^ 
bKttk.'* 



CHAPTER XXn. 

A VIOST AT HOWTK 



"ibfBmist TQnreaiQy le0v« «s ao soen»" said Tob^ as we isssed forth iito 
the street; ''why, I was just plaimiag % whole wa^s ad fU itw e for joo. 
Towiiissolidlof afl kinds of idk peoi^ I thakloonld aaaHfotonake 
your time pasa plaaaaatiy enough.'' 

'^ Of that,'' I replied, ''I hftve tittto doabt ; bat, for iJie reasons I h«^ 
mentioned, it is abfMrln^^JT iM W?ff tftfffT that I should not lose n nMNQcndbi and 
after anaagkig n few things hen^ I shaU stnrt to^nonow by the eadissfc 
nndcetk and hasten nn to Tiffn^Vjn at onoe." 

''By Ji^iter," saidTcn^ "bowloeky. I jnst remeniber sonBthmg whidi 
eomes admiiihiy 1^ propoe. Ion are gong to Piftn»-4s it not sof 

"Yes,direettoPta»." 

'*No^n«g ooold be better. There is a partionlar]y nioe pesson, n greit 
ikaeadof Bttno-^lfn^Binghaaa-waiting for seveni daya in hopes of a cha- 
pesQntoiakneareoflianielf «Eiddanghter-«loi>etygid,onJyn]n yoa 

wietok--to Londu^ en loote to the Gontixieni; the manna a delBi^htfol 
womaa^ and a widow, with a Tcry satisfeetfury joJnikase--yM 
the danghter, a iQgohff dowaiig^ beaaty, and a wnd in Ghenoety,. w^ 
many thousand poMMb I am afind to tmst myself to «h^ YsftaMntknow. 
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then, tkey are llie J&bgluBna ol-^-^poii my son], I lorgefc whrn, bat 
highly respedidbift.'' 

" I regret I haw not the pleasmre of their aegpauitaaipe^ and the man^ be- 
caase I ^nflnot he dble to mak» it bow.** 
"As why?" said Tom, gravely. 

''Bseaase^intlieilrstplaeeslamsooonfo^^ time, that I 

could not poBshly dday vndiBr ansr eontiBgcaBcy that mii^ aiise; ani toot 
fair firiends ace, douhileflB, not ao etsgfitfy deteniiiied vpao. tnufdliBg nil^ 
and day tOllJieyreaelL Paris. Seeoiii^, to fii>eak oaiididli^ vith my px«Nttt 
hopes and fean wsi^dng ^poft wy mind, 1 ahoald not be the moat agreaahla 
traveOiiig «D»faaiaa to two la^ with such pietoniaoa aa yvra, ugetk of; 
and, tMwly— *' 

^(>nfoandyi)arlJuxdly. ItstippOBeireahflillhareaixteeBtthly.UlDeaBDafr- 
byteria&Biimater'a aermon^tf I let yoa go oil Why, they'll nat cfeby yoa 
onehovr. Mfa. Bmi^uim, man, o«es as littte for the zoad as yiwnelf ; and 
as for ymv pgUfe jom^, I suppose if yon get the lair ladiea ^bnm^ the 
Custom House, aaid see them safe in a London hotely it is all ipffl be nq^ami. 
sCyoorhanls.'' 

^NotwJthstaadiBg all you say, I see the dowmijg^ impoas&flity of my 
taking soch a ehaii^ at tiik momest, when my own affiura leqnire all the 
little attention I can bestow ; and when, were I once inydyed with yoor fair 
fiseads, it inght be comiietely out of my power to proaecate my own jjiuDa" 

As I said thia, we reached the docff of a haiidflome^oofciaig house in £i^ 
street, upon whicli Tom left my arm, and, informing me that Ke desired to 
drop a caid, knodfied lottdly. 
** Is Mrs. Bingliam rt kmie P' and fae^ aa the servant opened the door. 
"No, »r, sAee's otit in the carriage.'* 

''Wim, you see, Hany, yoor iU kdc befrieiidB you ; for I was resolved on 
presentfi^ you to my Itieiids, and kavng the zest to ka mei^." 

"I can safdy assure jsou that I ahoold not have gone np-staba," saod L 
''Little as I know <tf myself l^iere fs one pdat of my dim*acter I have never 
beea deceived ia^ the fatal facility by wfaicb every new incident or adventoie 
can turn me finm folkwiag ap my best maitared and longest digested phms; 
and as I feel tiin weakness «ad cannot correct it» tie aaxt best thing I can 
doistoflytheoaiaaes.^ 

''Upon my soul," said Ton, ^'yoa hare become qmte a ^osc^pher ainoe 
we met. There is «i cdd adage whicli says, 'No Idag is ever thoroughly 
gradons if be has sol passed a year or two in dethronement ;' so I believe 
ycnir regdar lady^kilbr— yooisel^ te iastanoe-4)eoome8 a very quiet animal 
fbrhebagoooa»^aaliy|0ited.. But »>w, as yoa faaire some eommissicms to d^ 
pny get d(me with them as &st as poasibH and kt us meet at dinner 
Where do yoa dhM to^ ?" 
" Wby, i^on that peaatk I am ai yomr awviee completely ." 
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Wd]« then, I We got a plan whii^ I ihiiik win snii yoiL You said you 
wished to go by Holyhead, for fear of delay ; so we'll dme down at six o'clock 
to Skinner's, and dine with hun on board the packet at Howth. Bring your 
Inggage with yon, and it will save you a vast deal of fioss and trouble in the 
morning." 

Nothing could be better management for me than this, so I accordmgiy 
promised aoqniesoenoe; and having appointed a rendesrons for six o'clock, 
bade CSlaherty good-by* inwardly rejoicing that my plans were so far for- 
warded, and that I was not to be embarrassed with either Mrs. Bingham or 
her daoghter, for whose aoqnaintance or society I had no peculiar ambLtion. 

My oommissions, thoogb not veiy nomerous, occupied the few honrs yriask 
remained, and it was already a few minntes past six o'doek when I took my 
stand nnder the piazza of the Post-ofElce to wait for CFlaherty. I had not 
long to do so, for immediately after I had reached the spoi^ he ani?ediiia& 
open barondbe and four posters, with' three other young men, to whom he 
severally introdoced me, bat whose names I have totally forgotten ; I only 
remembertthat two of the party were military men, then quartered in tovn 

When I had taken my seat, I could not help whispering to Tom, that al- 
though his friend Skinner might be **6oii" for a TisitatLon for two at his 
dinner, yet, as we were now so strong a party, it might be as well to dine at 
the hotel 

"Oh,"saidhe, "Ibaye arranged all that; Ihave sent him a special mes- 
senger two hours since, and so, make your mind easy— we ahaU not be disap- 
pointed, nor he, short-taken." 

Our drive, although a long one, passed quickly over, and befote we had 
reached our destination, I had become tolerably intimate with all the party, 
who were evidently picked men, selected by CPlaherty for a pleasant evening. 

We droVe along the pier to the whar^ where the steamer lay, and were re- 
ceived at once by Tom's friend vnth all the warm welcome and hospitality of 
a sailor, united with the address and polish of a very finished gentieman. As 
we descended the companion-ladder to the cabin, my mind became speedfly 
divested of any fears I might have indulged in, as to the want of preparation 
of our entertainer. The table was covered with handsome plate and cat 
gbss, while the side-tables glittered with a magnificent dessert, and tvo 
large wine-coolers presented an array of champagne necks shining with theii 
leaden cravats that would have tempted an andiorite. 

I remember very little else of that evening than the coigt <r^I have men- 
tioned ; besides, were my memory more retentive, I might scruple to trespass 
farther on my reader's patience, by the detail of those pleasures which, like 
love-letters, however agreeable to tiie parties immediately concerned, are very 
unedifying to all others. I do remember, certainly, that good stories and 
capital songs succeeded each other with a rapidity oidy to be equalled by the 
popping of corks; and have also a very vague and indistinct recolkotion of a 
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dance round the table, evidently to finish a chorus, but which, it appeani, 
finished me too, for I saw no more that night. 

How many have commemorated the waking sensations of their f ello w-men, 
after a night's debaoch ! yet, at the same time, I am not aware of any one 
Laving perfectly conveyed even a passing likeness to the mingled throng of 
sensations which crowd one's brain on such an occasion. The doubt of what 
has passed, by degrees yielding to the half consciousness of the truth, the 
feeling of shame, inseparable, except to the habitually hard-goer, from the CTcnts 
thus dimly pictured, the racking headache and intense thirst, with the horror 
of the potation recently indulged in ; the recurring sense of the fun or drollery 
of a story or an incident which proYokes us again to laugh despite the janing 
of our bndn from the shaking ;— all this, and more, most men have fdt, and 
happy are they when their waking thoughts are limited to such, at times like 
these. The matter becomes considerably worse, when the following morning 
calls for some considerable exertion, for which, even in your best and calmest 
moments, you barely find yourself equaL 

It is truly unpleasant, on rubbing your eyes and opening your ears, to dis- 
cover that the great bell is ringing the half-hour before your quarterly exami- 
nation at college, while Locke, Lloyd, and Ludan are dancing a reel through 
your brain, Httiie short of madness ; scarcely less agreeable is it to learn that 
your friend Captain Wildfire is at the door in his cab, to accompany you to 
the Phccnix, to stand within twelve paces of a cool gentleman who has been 
sitting with his arm in cold water for the last half-hour, that he may pick you 
out " artist-like." There are, besides these, innumerable situations in which 
our preparations of the night wotdd appear as none of the wisest ; but I 
prefer going at once to my own, which, although considerably inferior in 
difficulty, wa3 not without its own " desagremens*' 

When I awoke, therefore, on board the Fire/ly, the morning after our 
dinner-party, I was perfectly unable, by any mental process within, my reach, 
. to discover where I was. On shipboard I felt I must be— the narrow berth, 
the gilded and panelled cabin which met my eye through my half-open 
curtsdns, and that peculiar swelling motion inseparable from a vessel in the 
water, all satisfied me of this fact. I looked about me, but could see no one 
to give me the least idea of my position. Gould it be that we were on our 
way out to Corfu, and that I had been ill for some time past P 

But this cabin had little resemblance to a transport ; perhaps it might be a 
^igate, I knew not. Then again, were we sailing, or at anchor P for the 
ship was nearly motionless ; at this instant a tremendous noise like thunder 
crashed through my head, and for a moment I eocpected we had exploded, 
and would be all blown up ; but an instant after I discovered it must be the 
escape of the steam, and that I was on board a packet-ship. Here, then, was 
some due to my situation, and one which would probably have elicited all in 
due season; but just at this moment a voice on deck saved me from any for- 
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tiwr calcuktioM. Two penont wow oomneismg whoae vxnMs va» not al- 
together unknown to me, bat wkj I knew not. 
** Umb, captoin, I lappoie 70a eonsidBr tins as aa goppaBtiBt passager 
''Yea,ofooaneIdQ,**iepliedt}idei9tMii, * it's QODljfiTD boon me ire kft 
Howih, and oov, 7M 866^ w« an Doariy m ; if we hftre tint ran of ^ 
aball zeadi the Head baiois twelve o'doek.'' 

"Hj^ haP* aaidlto sjaalf, ''nowlbegm to lean aflBifltiiipy. Son 
luKre ofoaaed the ehamael irinle I waa aleepisg^Qotihe least agneaUsihag 
tea man to hear wk>MAtinait7rdQm from aefteiokneaB. But loft meiito 



'^ And that ]««e iMwntoim iiwE^ » tfwt fiiumdctt 

"No; Toaeaanot aee SnowdM; then is toomndi niat abaiiifc; 
nooBtain is a^fli Gteiiff ! and than that bold Unff to i^ eaatwaii^ is 
Femnen Mawr." 

" Gome, tiwn is BO time tobe loat.^'ihoai^I; so s priagiB g eatofn 
berth, aocontred as I was, in merely Iroosen and dipipen, with * d 
hndkerehiet futenad m'ghtnap faahion mnd my head, I teak ny vaj 
throng the eahin. 

My first tiions^ on gettmg upon mr legs was» how twrnemWiriy tie 
vessel pitched, which I had not remazked while in my beitli, but now leovifl 
aoane keep myself from faUing at^veryatep. Iwas jeet about to call the 
atewaid, when I againheaid the voioea on deck. 

" Ton hare bat few peasengen this tcip.'' 

" I think only yonrsdf and a Captain Lomqner," replied the eaptui, 
*'who, by-the-by, is losing all this fine coast, which is certainly a gmt pitjr" 

^He8halln0tdosomaohl0nger,''thoa^tl; ''for as I find that there ire 
no other passengers. 111 make my toilet on deek, and eojc^ the view besides." 
With this determination I ascended slowly and oantioaaly the eompaoion- 
ladder, and stuped oat i^on the deck; bat scarcely had I done bo, wfaoii 
roar of the bodest laoghter made me tarn my bead towards the poop, and 
there, to my honor of honors, I beheld Tom CFlaherty seated between 
two bodies, whose most vooifNoas mirth I soon peroeived was didted at ny 
expense. 

All the party of the preceding night were also there, and as I tinned fran 
their grinning frees to the land, I saw, to my shame and ooafasioD, tbatire 
wen still lying beside the pier at Howth; while the bandboxes, tnmb, and 
imperials of new aniTalB wen incessantly poonng in, as travelling caniages 
kept driving ap to the place of embarkation. I stood perfectly astoimdedaDd 
bewildered— -shame for my ridicoloos oostome woold have made me fly ^ 
any other time—bat then I remained to be laoghed at, patiently, while M 
TiUain C^Flaherty, leading me passively forward, introduced me to bis ftiends 
—"Mrs. Bingham, Mr. Lorreqaer; Mr. Lorrequer, Miss Bingham. Don'f 
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be pngimmiti wmioBaib U«» ]a£m, lor whm not n km, wad pfop«riy 

dressed, he is a manreUbiulf iraH-loddiig yoiuig gentloRuyi ; aad a o - ■ ' ^ 

Wliat the remainder of the sentence might be^ I knew not, for I nuhed 
down into the cabin, and locking the door, never opened ittOl I conld per- 
ceive from the stem windows that we were leally off on our way to Tln gliwiil^ 
and recognised once more the langhing face of OTIaherty, who, as he waved 
his hat to his friends &om the pier, reminded them that " they were nnder 
the eare aAdprolMtioti ^ his Mend Laaeqjottt^ who, lie trmted, would oon- 
^fiscend tovMxattiminmsBg ac^pard nnder tlie cuemngtaBoes.** 



CEAPTEB TTYTTT. 

TBB JOUBKJET. 

Wnv Idid ait fast i«nt«e ttpon deck, it was with a costome shuBonsI^ 
^ccont^ and as mndli of matnner as I could posdbly muster, to endeaTonr ub 
onoe to erase the vafixtiinaite impression of my first appearanee ; this, how- 
^» was not destiBed to be a perfectly sneeessful mantBovre, andl was 
o^%ed, after afsw minutes, to jdn the laogh, which Tfoond conld not be re- 
pressed, at my expense. One good result certainly followed from all this. 1 
l^Mame ahnost immediately oa intimate terms with Mrs. Bingham and her 
daughter, and mnoh of the awkwardness in my position as their ehaperen, 
^0^ hoH grS^ mal grSy I was destined to be, was* at once got over. Mrs. 
Binghaa hers^ was of that style of widow which comes nnda the ''fat, 
&ff, and forty^ category, with a never-ceasing flow of high, almost boisterons 
spirits— an excellent temper, good health— and a wdl-stoeked purse. Life 
*^ her was Hke a game of her favourite '' speoaktion.'* When she he- 
*»«wrfthe • company honest," and knew her cards trumps, die was tolerably 
<^for the resnlt. • She liked Kingstown-she liked whklr-iB^b Ukedthe 
jnilitaty— she liked "the jnnior bar,** of which she knew a good number— she 
^ » well frmished house in Bldare-street— and a well cushioned pew in 
St. Aimers— ehe was a fevourite at the Castle—and Dr. Labatt " knew her 
ooiistitation." Why, with all these advantages, she should ever have thought 
ot leaving the "happy valley^ of her native city, it was somewhat hard to 
P*86s. Was it that thoughts of matrimony, which the Continent held out 
^^ prospeet for, had invaded the fair widoVs heart P was it that the altered 
condition to whidi politics had greatly reduced Dublin had effected this 
change of opinion P <» was it like that indescribable longing for the unknown 
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something, which we lead of in the pathetic history of the £edr ladyodieksie^ 
I bdieve, by Petnoch? But I quote from messaary : 

•* Mn. 601 is Toy in, 

Kothing caa impioye her, 
But to 866 the Tnileriee, 
And waddle through the Louyre.** 

None of these, I believe, boweyer good and valid reasons in thonselTes, 
were the moving powers upon the present occasion ; the all-snfficieDt im 
being that Mrs. Bingham had a daughter. Now Miss Bingham vas Min 
too— but Dublin of a later edition— and a finer, more hot-pressed oapj tkaa 
ber Twftmma, She bad been educated at Mrs. Somebody's mmuj in 
Mounljoy-square—bad been taught to dance by Montague— and bad leamed 
French from a Swiss goyemess— with a number of similar adva&tages— s 
very pretty figoie— dark eyes— long eyelashes and a dimple— and last, kt of 
course least, the desenred reputation of a large fortune. She had made a 
most successfnl d^M in the Dublin world, wbere she was much admiied and 
flattered, and which soon suggested to her quick mind, as it has often done in 
similar cases to a young provincial d6butante, not to waste her attniciiaBs 
upon the minor theatres, but at once to appear upon the " great boards;" so 
far evidencing a higher flight of imagination and enterprise than is wa^ 
found among the dass of her early associates, who may be characterised as 
that school of young ladies, who admire the " Corsair" and Kingstown, and 
say, "Ah, don't!" 

She possessed mucb more common sense than ber mamma» and piomised, 
under proper advantages, to become speedily quite sufficiently acquainted w& 
the world and its habitudes. In the mean while, I perceiyed that she ran a 
yery considerable risk of being carried off by some mustachioed Pole, witha 
name like a sneeze, who might pretend to enjoy access to the faahionabb 
circles of the Continent. 

Very little study of my two fair friends enabled me to see thus mncli; and 
very little "usage" sufficed to render me speedily intimate with both; the 
easy goodniature of the mamma, who had a very methodistical appreciation 
of wluut the "connexion" call "creature Qomforts," amused me much, and 
opened one ready path to her good graces by the opportunity afforded of 
getting up a luncheon of veal cutlets and London porter, of which I paitook, 
not a little to the evident loss of the fair daughter's esteeuL 

While, therefore, I made the tour of the steward's cell in search of Harvef's 
sauce, I brushed up my memory of the Corsair and Childe Harold, and alter- 
nately discussed Stilton and Southey, Shelley and Lobsters, Haynes M^l 
and Ham. 

The day happened to be particularly calm and delightful, so that we v^^ 
left the deck ; and the sii hours which brought us from land to land gnici^y 
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passed over in this mamier ; and ere we reached "the Head," I had become 
the warm fiiend and legal adviser of the mother ; and with the daughter I 
was installed as chief confidant of all her griefis and sorrows, both of which 
appointments cost me a solemn promise to take care of them till their arrival 
in Paris, where they had many friends and acquaintances awaiting them. 
Here^ then, as nsnal, was the fatal facility with which I gave myself up to any 
one who took the trouble to influence me ! One thing, nevertheless, I was 
determined on, to let no circumstance defer my arriyal at Paris a day later thim 
was possible : therefore, though my office as chaperon might engage me on the 
Toad, it should not int^ere with the object before me. Had my mind not 
been so completely engaged with my own immediate prospects, when hope, 
suddenly and unexpectedly revived, had become so tinged with fears and 
doubts as to be ahnost torture, I must have been much amused with my pre- 
sent position, as I found mysdf seated with my two fair friends, rolling along 
through Wales in their comfortable travelling carriage-~giving all the orders 
at the different hotels — seeing after the luggage — and acting en maitre in 
every respect. 

The good widow enjoyed particularly the difficulty which my precise po* 
sitionwith regard to her and her daughter threw tlie different innkeepers 
on the road into, sometimes supposing me to be her husband, sometimes her 
son, and once her son-in-law; which very alarming coqjecture brought a 
crimson tinge to the fair daughter's cheek, an expression which, in my igno- 
^aiioe, I thought looked very like an inclination to faint in my arms. 

At length we reached London, and having been there safely installed at 
" Miyarf s," I sallied forth to present my letter to the Horse Guards, and 
obtain our passport for the Continent. 

"Number nme, Poland-street, sir," said the waiter, as I inquired the ad- 
dress of the French Consul Having discovered that my interview with the 
oommander-in-chief was appointed for four o'clock, I determined to lose no 
time, but make every possible arrangement for leaving London in the morning. 
A cab quietly conveyed me to the door of the Consul, around which stood 
several other vehicles of every shape and fashion, while in the doorway were 
to be seen numbers of people, thronging and pressing, like the Opera pit on 
a full night. Into the midst of this assemblage I soon throst myself, and, 
borne upon the current, at length reached a small back parlour, filled also 
^th people ; a door opening into another small room in the front showed a 
similar mob there, with the addition of a small elderly man, in a bag-wig and 
spectacles, very much begrimed with snuff, and speaking in a very cholerio 
tone to the various applicants for passports, who, totally ignorant of Trench, 
iiisisted upon interlarding their demands with an occasional stray phrase, 
making a kind of tesselated pavement of tongues, which would have shamed 
BabeL Nearest to the table at which the functionary sat stood a mus- 
tachioed gentleman, in a blue frock and white trousers, a white hat jauntily 

N 
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set upon one aide of bis head, and ydmroae gloTBB. Heroasi; aaoDOiia^ 
glasoeaf a very nndervakiiig ]iiq;MirtTip(miiie crowd araond Urn, a^ 
tuaiiig to the GGDaa], fiaad, AATeKy-sepniK^ 

' Paaaport, monaiear I" 

Qqb voolea-voaB goe je fMse," rqpliad the^ leeDttsaua^ cnffly. 

Je soia— j'^i—^hat is^ danneB4aQi pan^port.*' 

Wheie do yoa^ P' seslied the GoMdL 



« 
"CaJaL" 



(CI 
(C 



CommeDt, diaibk^ apeak Inglii^ m. I widiaafcia TOt aa hesR. 
P" 

'* XiOiiaiBe SnAfly , gmtilhfiinBie.'' 

" What age hanre joaP— hair oldP*' 

"Twenfcy-two." 

*' C'est (a^'' laid the old Ckmaal, fljagiag the pasqpoii; M^^ 
the air of a man who tharemghly nwnpwiiendffi the j^/fjaeKBA'a ^psdbemm^ 
the deaignatioa of gentilhomme Aaglaia. 

As I followed the worthy representative of Seven Dials with my e^anotiiQ 
person had seared the tidde. She waa a xiriihfir pisttgr yooogwiauKD, vitii 
hhie ^es, and hrown hak hcaided quietly on her foEBhead, andweKaga 
plain dose bonnet of a yeiy oognettiah i^peaEance. 

"Will yon he seated, mam'selleP" sidd the polite old lieiiclBiiaD,«k) lad 
hitherto iMsen more Iflw a hear than A hnman being. "OiiaDfifr-vaiudbDC? 
where to, ma chkeP*' 
To Paris, afar." 
By Calais r 

"No, sir; by Boulogne." 

"Cest ban; qnel dge avez-voaa. What old, ma balle P" 

" Niseteen, aiz; in June." 

"And are yon akne, qnitc^ eh P" 

"No, BB^ my Httk gizL" • 

"Ah! ytmilQetelgiKlr--e'estfovtbieiiHem^apa9eia; and yoaraMBfi?'' 

" Paony Lmwood, sk/* 

"(ye8tfbu,maebfa^--MadfflTini«fille IaiipyLmiFOod,'"aaidtheo]dinaB,as 

he wrote down the name. 

"Oh, air, I beg your pairdan, but yon haive pnt.me downMadeoioiflf^ 
and-— and— yon see, air, I hare my fittle girL" 

"Ah! e'est ^gal, mam'soUe, th«y don't noBd theae ffamgainlinfle. h 
plaisir de yons yoir— adieo." 

"They don't mind these thingsinIranfie,''saidItomyBe]i^zepeatiiig^ 
oM GonsoTs phiasei, which I eonld sothdip feeliog as j. whoite duster on liis 
nation. 

My bnainess was soon settled, for I spoke nothing bat En^ish— very lit^e 
knowledge of the world teaching me that when we have any foFOVC^ hove^ 



sH^^Mk^^k-MkimsB fgooi, policy taaake ta« doMad fa^ yraptisiaiig 
the self-esteem of the graater— df, hapfi]^ thne be aa e^psxtmaAj Uac aa 



Whea I returned to Miyart's, I found a vritten answer to lay lettar of the 
raonmig^ ststing tb»t his knrdahip of the Hoofle Giuffda was humg town that 
affcemoQD, WmnMaot deiay my departmie ion the CaaHmestA, to vaait whioh 
a four moxidis' laave was gxauted me, with ik jreeQnuaeiidatiQa to study at 
Wefmac 

The next di^ bicmght ua to Do^er, in iamb to stsoU aboat the elzffs donag 
the eveamg, when I agak talced seDtimeBtwith the daiightcr till very late. 
The MammaheEae^ waa too tired to coizie out, so that we had oar walk quite 
alone. It is atEange asuoiigh how^qnickly this traveUing together has shakea 
us into hdamaay. Isabella says she feels as if I wexe her brother; and I 
begoL to thidbiayaelf she is »&^ exactly like a sister. She haa a marvellously 
pretty loot and ankle. 

The ehmbiiig of Qli& is a wry daogearona paatime. How true the Erench 
adage—*' Ceat phia feuale de glisser sur le gaeon que sur la glace." But still 
nothing can come of it ; for if Lady Jane be not fabe, I must consider myself 
an engaged maa. 

" WeQ, but I bi^e," said I, zousiag myself fmm a xeTede of some minates, 
and inadfoieiitly pxesaing the arm which ieaaed upon m^ ''yonx Mamma 
will not he alaimed at ear hag absence F" 

" Oh ! not in the least ; for she knows I'm with pou*' • 

And hoe I leilt a xetozn of the prea6iiie«--perhi^ also inadvertently given, 
bat which, whfi^ber or sot, efifeclaiailiy set all my reasonings and calcuktiona 
astray *, and we zetazned to the hotel, silmt on both sides. 

The wppsmsmBt of ''Maauoa" beside the hissing tea mm brought us both 
back to aaiadbBS; aod» alfaer an huMor'a ohaittiBg, we aaid "Goodnight," to 
start on tbeiuBrow for the Gontaiient. 



tSHlMER XXIV. 
atTiaiH. 

Ii waa upon a lovely evening in autumn, as the Dover steam-boat rounded 
the wooden pier at Calais, amid a fleet of small boats filed with eager and 
anxious faces, soliciting, in every species of bad English and "paioit^ iteidi, 
the attention and patronage of the passengers. 

" Hotd des Bains, milor." 

n2 
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'' H6td d' Angletetr^'* said aoMtet, in a voioe of the most imposmg sope- 
nadty. '* Cest soperbe— pretty welL** 

"Hdid da Nord, Totre ExoeQenofr— zemise de poste and 'deUys' (qiien 
idays) «t all honxs.'* 

" CommiiwiaimaiTe^ miladi,*' sang out a small shrill treble from the midst 
of a crowded oock-boat» nearly swamped beneath our paddle-wheel 

What a scene of bnstle^ oonfiMton, and excitement does the ded: of a 
steamer present upon such an occasion. Ihrery one is ruming hither or 
thither. "SauTe qui peofis now the watchword; and fiiendahips that 
Iffomiaed a lifelong endurance only half an hour ago, find here a speedy ()i>- 
solution. The lady who slept all night upon deck, enrebped in the folds of 
your Astrakan doak, scarcdy deigns an acknowledgment of yon, as she ad- 
justs her ringlets before the looking-glass over the store in Hie cabin. The 
poUte gentleman, that would hare flown for a reticalB or a smeDing-botik 
upon the high seas, won't leave his luggage in the harbour; and the gallantly 
and derotion that stood the test of half a gale of wind and a wet jacket is not 
proof when the safety of a caipet-bag or the security of a ''Mackintosli" is 
concerned. 

And thus, here, as elsewhere, is prosperity the toudistone of good feeling. 
jUl the yarious disguises which have been assumed, per viaggio, are here im- 
mediately abandoned, and, stripped of the trarelling costume of urbanity and 
oourtesy, which they put on for the voyage^ they stand forth, in all the un- 
bfaishing front of seMshness and self-interest. 

Some tender scenes yet find their place andd the rains of this chaotie state. 
Here may be seen a careful mother acfjusting innnmffrahle shawls and hand- 
kerchiefs round the throat of a sea-green young lady with a cough; her loaid, 
at the same instant^ taking a tender £ttewell of the steward in the after-cahin. 
Her^ is a very red-fsced and hot indiyidual, with punch-coloured breeches 
and gatos, disputing "one brandy too much" in his lull, and yowiog that 
the comp&iy shall hear of it when he returns to England. Ther^ a tall, 
eUerly woman, with a Scotdi-grey eye^ vdA, a sharp dieek-bonc^ is depositing 
within her muff various seixaUe articles, that^ until now, had been lying 
quietly in her trunk. Yonder, that raw-looking young gentteman, with the 
crumpled frodL-coa^ and loose cravat, and sea-sick visage, is asking every 
one ''if they think he may hmd without a passport.** You scarody recognise 
him for the cigar-smoking dandy of yesterday, that talked as if he had lived 
half his life on the Ckmtinent. While there, a rather pretty girl is looking 
intently at some object in the blue water, beside the rudder post. Tou are 
Burprised you cannot make it out ; but then, die has the advantage of yoo, 
for the tall, well-looking man, with the knowing whiskers, is evidently whis- 
pering something in her ear. 
"Steward, this is not my trunk; mine was a leather—'' 
" All the 'leathers' are gone in the first boat^ sir." 
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''Most seandalons way of doing brudness." 

*' Trouble yoa for two4md-sizpeiioe, air." 

''There's MatQda coughing again," says a thin, afarewish woman, with a 
kind of triamphant scowl at her better half; "but you icoM haye her wear 
that thin shawl!" 

"Whatever may be the fiuiltof the shawl, I &QQy no one wiU reproach her 
ankles for thinness," mnimnrs a yonng Gnardaman, aa he peeps up the com- 
panion-ladder. 

Amid all the Babel of tongues and uproar of voices, the thorough bass of 
the escape steam keeps up its infernal thunders, till the yery brain reebi, and, 
sick as you have been of the yoyage, you half wish yourself once more «k sea^ 
if only to have a moment of peace and tranquillity. 
' l^umbers now throng the deck who haye neyer made their appearance 
before. Pale, jaundiced, and crumpled, thej^haye all the search look and 
haggard cheek of the reed martyr— all except one, a stout, swarthy, brown- 
visaged man, of about forty, with a frame of iron, and a yoice like the fourth 
string of a yiolonoello. You wonder why he should haye taken to his bed : 
lean, then, that he is his Majesty's courier from the foreign Office, going 
with despatches to Constantinople, and that, as he is not destined to lie down 
in abed for the next fourteen days, he is glad even of the nanow resemblance 
to one he finds in the berth of a steam-boat. At length you are on shore, 
and nuffched off in a long string, like a gang of conyicts, to the Bureau de 
VOctroi; and here is begun an examination of the luggage, which promises, 
from its minuteness, to last for the three months you destined to spend in 
Switzerland. At the end of an hour you discoyer that the wi-ditani commis- 
sionnaiiewill transact all this affair for a few francs; and, after a tiresome 
wait in a filthy room, jostled, elbowed, and trampled upon by boors with 
sabots, you a^jonm to yonr inn, and begmtofsd that you are not in England , 

Oar little party had but few of the miseries here recounted to contend with. 
My ''sayoir faire," with all modesty be it spoken, had been long schooled in 
the art and practice of trayelling ; and while our less experienced fellow- 
travellers were deep in the noyel mysteries of cotton stoekings and petticoats, 
most ostentatiously displayed upon eyery table of the Bureao, we were com. 
fortably seated in the handsome saloon of the Hdtel du Nord, looking out 
^pon a pretty grass-plot, surrounded with orange-trees, and displaying in the 
niiddle a fountain about the size of a walking-sticL 

"Now, Mr. Loirequer," said Mrs. Bingham, as she seated herself by the 
open window, "neyer forget how totally dependent we are upon your kind 
offices. Isabdla has discoyered already that the Frmich of Mounljoy-square, 
however intelligible in that neighbourhood, and even as far as Mount-street, 
is Coptic and Sanscrit here ; and, as for myself, I intend to affect deaf and 
dumbness tiU I reach Paris, where I hear every one can speak English a 
Httte." 
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'Now, then, to begin my fnnflrt^mB^'* 8iii 1^ M I nop ^^ ^nte, nd 
ran over in my mind rapidly how mwy JwilMhie tiato fe afonryoiHiQii 
my pieienttt^ might affoid me^ "^aiwaya p w vi d B f* {m the hmjemmfX tk 
Lady Ji&ie Calkmby might feel honelf tempted tofaeeomB my t M Tg il bgCflB- 

panion, in which case ^Bnt, confoimd it, how I am castlo-WidiDg vgm! 

MeanwhilB, Mn. Binfl^ttm IB kokBigashnagiTaniiMidnd aitliai^siie 
would eat the waiter. "Sal tibbistbt'oarte.*'^ 

" Now, then, to order cmpper." 

^'GoteLBttetd'agBBm." 

"MayomaBM de homaid.^ 

" PcfdieMH rovgea wm tndfiBV-*iBHk tiuri^ flnx:tnABtf' 

" Gel^ an maiasdhino." 

''AndthewiBB, rir,''MidihiinilBr,wifeA iMk^apposfd^syfriK. 
tiflu. ''Gfaanyagiie— oaotlwrwsi^mr'F'* f 

''No,''8aidI,'*duB9agBBaidr. Isapp^i af ocmne^'* I adU. Mtk 
waiter depaited with a baw'ttat'wenid hsw gfaoed St. Stnofs^ 

As long as cmr immaUrid fladletfter pMtdmll^e doomfld^ kiep flo^ 
witih its fltahytBibflniBflle, wiidi aUito- attodHt muMBBa of goat aadin^SM' 
tion, how mnok of omraCBJojimflaQtiBitbis waidd ia dapendfiBt npcoi 1^6 nae 
aooesBogyciBBnmgtamiashywhiAlto bmiuBp aef lifiaiaeanBadMiDdiDiB- 
tained, nid to despiae wdbkh is oeitfaar good policy hot samdphfloBtfpl^. h 
this oondnsiAn, aaomaidiat lengexpesinoeof thelife of m tuMrelkr hH&Uy 
estaUiahed me. ind nowhen does it praas more foseSti^ upon tke niul 
tiumwJienfnt aKizred in a. ecmftmaDtai iim, alter kuring' ti^ best hotels (i^ 
Engtod still firaah in your memisy. I do not far amfmwnt dispitethBYOJ 
great anperioaty in. oomtet of tiie kttei; by nAseh I would be midoniiood to 
mean all thoae laMmUflmaa to oDe's own home which aa l&ag&h hotel » 
eminently poBieaaea, and eFoyoihcr one ao maa^edly wvite ; but ImeaaiiHt 
inoonttimmoeatodbfateldieaprit^dmertte 
whid^ howenr tiiey ma^ apfiedl to the nmra sflnsee^ seem^ at laas^ 
aeosmi], give me a foreign inn; let me ha^e a lacge, apaaiona salaQD,mtiiits 
lofty waUs, and its aky, httge^paiifid windows (I ahalinot ohgect if theoonufies 
and mouldings be gilded* beeanse snoh is nsnally the oaae)— let tiie sonfflil 
heat of a snmmei^s day came tempered thxongh the deep lattiaes of ft well- 
fitting '^jalonaiB,'' beuiag upon them the sidi incense d a fragrant onnge- 
tree in blossom-«-and the sparlduig dlwps-of a neighbouring fonntaiD, thegentle 
plash of nhich, is fnntily andible amid th& fanm of the drone-bee— let such be 
the ogrAMM without— whifewiiiiiD, let Hm nmre snbstantial joys of ihetililfi 
await, in such gniae ascsdy aBreadi cvmim can prasentthemr-giTe me these, 
I say, and I shall ne^er m^ for tbtt&r-lEuned and ^ong-^epkared ooiafaHB of 
aboK in a coffisc'ioom^ likea pew in aparish ehmidi, thongb certainlrK^^ 
wall eB8M<»e4, and fuily aa d«U, witih a hat waiter and fr.eold heefite^ 



HABRY LOBBEQtJES. 183 

only IMns^ki^iar thai your gine beuigyowllffl» and iba^only tfaisg less 
dadsikaifaJe ifagft jna port lieiag tlie povtex* 

WiA Book eaotio aotioBB, kaflgine, n;^ deu mader, vhetiier or not I felt 
faappfw I fbimdiDjaelf seated beitweffli mytwo Mr friends cbmg the honoan 
of a ]it&d snppo; and nwirtrng the exlxilKratRm of onv duunpagne by snoh 
eiortacfvzt a^ iBidor fMroarabte^dMnastaiioes lilw ilieBe, ara e¥» soeoesa- 
fal— and which, being like the foaming liqnid which "washea them down, to be 
sarafloved mMShxnA' iraitiBg, axe e^er eateemed good, fisoa the ezeiteinent 
that resniiB, and uma aanoosly camnuwed te any mivo aterling merit. 
ISMmgesim raakta a^maa-ao agseeaUe as the beUflf that he ia ao ; and oer- 
tunly wsfhk oampmaauk appeared to- h»va the inost esoeUcut idea of my 
poWs in that respect ; and I fancy that I made more botts mots, hit off more 
^Wana, andinveiLted mora cboioe incidgBta oil that happy «vening, than, if 
now iemembend» wooid soffiae ta pay my tailoifa bili, wiien ooJlated for 
BeMiki^4mtc9llm9,ttDAi&aBti9ked\n^0 Alasl that» l&e the good 

HquorthaiaeasoBfld them, bo& ara gone by, and I am left but to ohr(»ide 
thejaenBory'Of ihe fmi in dsbfiBS, and counterfeit the effiorveaoenoe of ^ 
gnpejniee by -aoda-wator. One things hovreEver, is eertab^we formed a most 
agreeable party ; and if a feeling of gloom ever momentarily shot through my 
wnd^rt waa, lUtef^eoiaga lifae iiiese came so rasdy m this wcH^L-arday world, 
tbat each suaih shonld be lo(died on as our hurt. 

If I had not aibeady shown myaelf up to my reader as a weatkercock of 
the first water, peih^^ I shonld now hesitate about oonfessmg that I half 
regwtted the idiort space duing whidi it shodd be my priyflege to act as the 
goidB and meotor of my two friends. The impetnous haste which I before 
felt neoeasary tO'esensise in reaching Paris immediately was now tempered by 
prudient l^ngihts aibomt travellmg at night, and reflections abont snn-stroke 
by day; and even moments most deyoted to the object of my heart's aspira- 
tions were fettered by the yery philosophic idea that it could never detract 
^m the pleasure of the happiness that awaited me, if I travelled on the 
primrose path to its attainment. I argued thus : if Lady Jane be true— if— 
i^ in a woid, I am destined to have any success in the Gallonby £Eunily, then 
^ a day or two more not risk it. My present friends I shall, of course, take 
leave of at Paris, where their own acquaintances await them ; and, on the 
other hand, should I be doomed once more to disappointment, I am equally oer- 
^ I should feel no disposition to form a new attachment. Thus did I 
^^^^^son, and thus I believed ; and though I was a kind Of " consultation 
opinion'' among my friehda in " suits of love," I was reaJly then unaware that 
at no tone ia a man ao- prone to fall in love as immediately after his being 
jilted. If oommon sense will teach us not to dance a bolero upon a sprained 
^e, BO might it also convey the equally important lesson, not to expose 
Ott moTBTital and inflammatory organ to the Are the day after its being 
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Befleoiioxui like these did not ocenr to me at this moment ; besides ibati 
WAS ''going the pace*' with a forty-hone power of agieeability thafcleft m 
little time for thought— least of all, of serious thought. So stood matters. 
I had just filled our tall, slender i^asses with the creaming and "spadJingf 
source of wit and inspiration, when the loud crack, crack, crack of a posti- 
lion's whip, accompanied by the shaking trot of a heavy team* and the rdlof 
wheels, announced a new arrivaL 

"Here they come,*' said I; "only lookafc themr-four horses and one 
postilion, all apparently straggling and straying after their ownfcmcy, botyet 
going surprisingly straight^ notwithstanding. See how they come iliioo^ 
that narrow archway— it might puzzle the best four-in-hand in En^and to do 
it better." 

"What a handsome young man, if he had not those odious mustaduos. 
Why, Mr. Lorrequer, he knows ^ou : see, he is bowing to you." 

" Me / Oh ! no. Why, surely, it must be— the devil-^t is Eilkee, Lady 
Jane's brother ! I know his temper welL One five minutes' obserratioii of 
my present intimacy with my fair friends, and adieu to all hopes for me of 
cflJling Lord Callonby my father-in-law. There is not, therefore, a moment 
to lose." 

As these thoughts rerolved through my mind, the confusion I felt bd 
covered my £Eu;e with scarlet, and, with a species of blundering apology for 
abruptly leaving them for a moment, I ran down stairs only in time sufficient 
to antkapatciEilkee's questions as to the number of my apartment, to vhick 
he was desirous of proceeding at onoA, Our first greetings over, Kilkee 
questioned me as to my route, adding, that his now was necessarily aa im- 
decided one, for, if his family happened not to be at Paris, he should be 
obliged to seek after them among the German watering-places. " Inanycase, 
Lorrequer," said he, "we shall hunt them in couples. I must insist upon 
your coming along with me." 

" Oh I that," said I, "you must not think of. Your carriage is a«oip/, and 
I cannot think of crowdhig you." 

" Why, you don't seriously wish to affixmt me, I hope ; for I flatter myself 
that a more perfect carriage for two people cannot be built. Hobson made it 
on a plan of my own, and I am excessively proud of it, I assure yon. 
Come, that matter is decidell— now for supper. Are there many English here 
just now? By-the-by, the ladies I think I saw you standing with on the 
balcony— who are they P" 

"Oh 1 the ladies— oh ! yes, people I came over with ** 

" One was pretty, I fancied. Have yon snpped P Just order something' 
will you ; meanwhile, 1 shall write a few lines before the post leaves." Say- 
ing which, he dashed up-stairs after the waiter, and left me to my meditations. 

"This begins to be pleasant," thought I, as the door dosed, leaving me 
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alone in the *'m2o]|/' In dicmnstances of stlch moment I had nerer felt bo 
nonplussed as now, how to decline Eilkee's invitation, without disooyering 
my intimacy with the BTnghamB—and yet I conld not, by any possibility, de- 
sert them thus abruptly. Such was the dilemma. " I see but one thing for 
it," said I, gloomily, as I strode through the coffee-room, with my head sunk, 
and my hands behind my back—*' I see but one thing left— -I must be taken 
ill to-njght, and not be able to leave my bed in the morning— a fever— a con- 
tagious fever— blue and red spots all over me— and be raving wildly before 
break£ist>time; and if ever any discovery takes plye of my intimacy above 
stairs, I must only establish it as i^ premonitory symptom of insanity, which 
Kized me in the packet. And now for a doctor that wiU understand my cas^ 
and listen to reason, as they would callitin Ireland." With this idea up- 
peimost, I walked out into the court-yard to look for a commissionnaire to 
guide me in my search. Around on every side of me stood the various car- 
nages and vehicles of the hotel and its inmates, to the fall as distinctive and 
peculiar in character as their owners. "Ah ! there is Kilkee's," said I, as 
0^7 eye lighted upon the well-balanoed and elegant little carriage which he 
i^ been only with justice encomiumising. ''It is certainly perfect, and yet 
1 d give a handful of louis d'or if it was like that venerable cabriolet yonder, 
^th the one wheel and no shafts. But, ahs ! those springs give little hope 
of a break-down, and that confonnded axlewiU outHve the patentee. But 
8till, can nothing be done— ehP Cteme, the thought is a good one. I say, 
^^ who greases the wheeb of the carriages here P" 

^ C*est moi, monsieur," said a great oaf, in wooden shoes and a blouse. 
WeQ, then, do you understand these?" said J^ touching the patent axle- 
boxes with my cane. 

He shookhis head. 

*' Then who does, here P" 

"Ah ! Jlfichel understands them perfectly." 

"Then bring him here," said L 

-ui a few minutes, a little, shrewd old fellow, with a smith's apron, made 
^ appearance, and Introduced himself as M. Michel. I had not much d^T. 
nculty inioa^Qg him ihaster of my plan, which was, to detach one of the 
wheeb as if for the purpose of oiling the axle, and afterwards render it inca- 
P^^We of being replaced— at least for twenty-four hours. 

lids is my idea^" said I; "nevertheless, do not be influenced by me. 
^ laskis, disable the carriage from proceeding to-morrow, and here are 
ttree louis d'or ac your service." 

Soyez bien tranquille, monsieur, milor shall spend to-morrow in Calais, 
J* j bow anything of my art." Saying which, he set out in search of his 
•^k while I returned to the saion with my mind relieved, and fully prepared 

P^W8 the urgency of my reaching Paris without any delay. 
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I am as hungry as a wolf." 

"Ob! Ibegpardcm-— riFebeengettiiigefvyliniigmEf^^ 
io-moRoir morning, for I hun not told yon. faffv axmoos I am to get; toBra 
before the 8th— some fiunily busiMSi^ nUdk Mfoins sj baking afla; oont 
peffing me to do so." 

** As to that, let your mind be atrostyforldu&inNclte-ttOReiiriughtif 
ytrnpraferit. N«w for the FoAuyi Why, 7M aniMt lUikmg jonniiiieL 
What do yon say to oospainiV omr ssBpeGts to the fair hidies above s^? 
lamsTueUie attentions yon haife fraodaedoiimaig omv^M^pe°°>^^ 
liberty/* 

''Oh, hang ^ no ! Than% neiiiherof tiiem pcett^, anilahoi^xaAff 
avoid the risk of making a zegnlar aofiaainteiiee iii& 

"As ycm ]ike» tiienr^cmly^ as yonfH mit take any wtu^ kt ne have&Ml 
throng the town." 

After a shoitramUe tivonghthetown^inwhiflkfiSkee tattsad the catJR 
time, but of what I know not, my thoni^ hniag 1900. mgr Q^wbl mmi^ 
oenoenis, we reidaied to the hotel As we eateeed the'imife<0ocim, aj 
fiiend )£Miel pasaed me^ and aa he took off his hat in salntataoB, ^w iie 
one rapid glanoe of his knowing eye, that eom^etely saitiBied me tkat M 
sen's pride in my friend's oarriage had by tillat time reemiraoL ^Eoste «aS6M 
proTocation to throw hhn into an apoplexy. 

" By-the-by/' said 1^ "let na see yoni oandage. I aim<oii]3(EMis to look at 
it"-^and so I was). 

''Well, then, oome along this way; they hafeplaoed it nndersfNne of these 
sheds, which they tbink coach-houses." 

I followed my &iend through the court till we arriyed near the fatal spot; 
but before reaching, he had caught a glimpse of the misohief, and ahouini out 
amost'awfol imprecation upon the aofchorof the^daedwhiobmet liis e^. 
The fore-wheel of the eot^ had been taken.fromthe axle, and in the difficulty 
of so doing, from the exodlenee of the wcnrkmanahip, two of the spokes were 
brc^en— the patent box was a mass of rent metel, aid the end of theide 
tamed downwards like a hoe. 

I cannot oonvey any idea of poor Sjlkee's diatrastion; and, in reality, my 
own was little short of it; for the wretoh had so far oqistdipped my oidos, 
that I became hotrified at the CEnel destmetion before me. We both, there- 
fore, stoimed in the most impoaing English and I^seaob, fixst aeparaflely, nd 
then together. We offered a reward for the apprehension of the oolpnfc> 
whom no oneaj^peaied to know, f*!^^^, aa it hq^pened, ereryoneitta 
large household was aware of the transaetion bat the pacopriBtor himseil We 
abused all— innkeeper, waLtera, ostlers, and chambennaids, cdlectiyelyaDd 
individually— oottdemned Calais as a den oi iniquity, and bcaoded all Erenbhf 
men as rogues and vagabonds. This seemed to alleviate considerably my 
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fiiend's ^paef, and€Xol»m7^i;iiii«t»^(irtn!iBMy; pcL' hqM^ finrvB) fov if onr 
eloqiienoe lad held onl; BRioh longer, I am afraid onr trndakGrjisat^ hmt haA 
tiieir patienoe ; an^ indeec^ I am qidio eeitam, if onr Asodi had not been xa 
neailj ja ij^assM a candilaQKi a» tie spokea of tbe ealkia, Bueih xmut 
bsv6 bees tbe «BBs. 

'* Wei, Losraqner, I snppoBe^ tin, ire an not iMtined to be iGdtows- 
trawflew--4»if y©* MM* go to4Bonow— '* 

"Alai't itiiio^enifcipay'^saidl.. 

"Tben, k any case^ kt « ainoige'wiieie ire-dHdlaraBi^ te 
Pans the day after you." 

"I^alK^alrMewioe'i;*^ 

" Memice's be it/' said he ; " so now good night, tfllwe meet in Paria/' 
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I HUB IRntnuHtefy snffioienl; inflitenoe upon my faff £nenda to peranade 
them to leare Oalaia early on the mommg Ibllowiiig; and two hooxs before 
SSkee had -opened his ^res npon tins mortal li£e we were fiur upon the read 
to Paris. 

Homg iShofflBr pofeetly sncoeeded in my plot, my apait rose rapidly, and 1 
niade every ezortion to make the road appearshort to my feDow-trareOfirB. 1Mb 
pBit of TisDce is naTorttm ately deficient in any interest from soenery; huge 
undivided tracts of waving corn-fields, with & badkgionnd of apparently ixb- 
^^nninaible forests, and oeeasionalLy, but rasely, the glimpse of some old time* 
voni ch&tean^ with its pomted gable and tenaoed walk, aw nearly all that 
^e eye can deteet in the intervals between the small towiiB and Tillages. 
Kothhig, however, is '^ fist or unprofitable" to those who desire to make it 
^erwise; good health, good spirits, and fine weather are wondeocfbl tranrdL- 
^ oompanians, and render one tolerably independent of the channs of 
scenery. Ihrery mile that separated me from Calais, and took away the 
clumoe of bdmg overtaken, added to my gaiety, and I flatter myself that a 
Appier party' have rarely travelled that well fregnented road. 

^e reached Abbeville to dinner, and adjommed to the beantifal little 
Suden of the inn for onr eoSbe; the evening was so deiightM that I pro- 
posed to walk cm thePazis road, until the coming up of the carriage, whidi 
acquired a screw, or a washer, or some such trifle as alwa^'oocnis in Erench 
Pasting. To thb '•'Ifonana?' objected, she bemg tbed, batadded;, that lam^ 
kllaaDdImightgo0n,andthat8he^onMtaksiis]ip]nhail£jBLh(m^ TUi 
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was an anangement bo very agreeable and imlooked for byme, thatlpiessed 
Miss Bingbam as fhr as I vellooiild, and at last succeeded in OTeTComiogkr 
scraples, and pennitting me to sbawl her. One has always a tremendous 
power a^ persuasion with the uninitiated abroad, by a reference to a standard 
of manners and habits totally different from onr own. 'Thus the talismanic 
words : "Oh, don't be shocked ; remember you are in France," did mor6 to 
satisfy my young friend's mind than all I could haye said for an bour. little 
did she faiow that in Enghmd only has an unmarried young lady any libeity, 
and that the standard of foreign propriety on this head is far, yery fermoie 
rigid than our own. 

" La premito me h gauche/' said an old man of whom I inqaized Ik 
road. "Et pms," added L 

" And then quite straight; it is a chauss^ all the way, and you camiot 
mistake it." 

" Now for it, mademoiselle," said L "Let us try if we cannot see a good 
deal of the country before the carriage comes up." 

We had soon left the town behind, and reached a beautifally shaded hi^ 
road, with blossoming fruit-trees, and honeysuckle-covered cottages ; then 
had been several light showers during the day, and the air had all the M, 
fragrant feeling of an autumn evening, so tranquillising and calming that fev 
there are who have not felt, at axSme time or other of their lives, its iafliesce 
upon their minds. I femoied my fair companion did so, for, as she walked 
beside me, her silence, and the gentle pressure of her ann, were hi mon 
eloquent than words. 

If that extraordinary flutter and flurry of sensations whidi will now and 
then seize you, when walking upon a lonely country road with a prettygiil 
for your companion, whose arm is linked in yours^ and whose thoughts, as is 
as you can guess, at least, ar^ travelling tiie same path with your own- if 
this be animal magnetism, or one of its phenomena^ then do I swear by 
Mesmer ! whatever it be, delusion or otherwise, it has given me the brightest 
moments of my life—these are the real "winged dreams" of pleasures wludi 
outlive others of more absorbing and actual interest at the time. After 4 
for how many of our happiest feelings are we indebted to the weakness of our 
nature. The man that is wise at nineteen, '* je lui en fais mon compHment," 
but I assuredly do not envy him ; and now, even now, when I number more 
years than I should like to "confess," rather than suffer the suspicions 
watchfolness of age to creep on me, I prefer to " go on believing/' evea 
though every hour of the day should show me duped and deceived. While I 
plead guilty to this impeachment, let me show, in mitigation, that it has its 
enjoyments — first, although I am the most coxistant and devoted man 
breathing, as a very corsory glance at these " Confessions" may prove, yet I 
have never been able to restram myself from a propensity to make lore 
merely as a pastime. The gambler that sits down to play cards, or dice, 
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against himfielt may perluq^ be the only penoa tiuit can oompxehend tliis 
tendeopy of mine. We both of na are playing for nothing (or bye, which I 
suppose is synonymous) ; we neither of ns put forth onr strength ; for that 
nacy reason— and in &ct like the waiter at YauxhaU, who was complimented 
npan the dexterity with which he poured out the lemonade, and confessed 
that he spent his mornings " pradysing with vater/'— we pass a considerable 
portiou of onr lives in a mimic waif are, which, i it seem nnprofitaUe, is, 
nevertheless, pleasant. 

After all this long tirade, need I say how onr walk proceeded? We had 
Men into a kind of discussion upon the singular intimacy which had so 
rapidly grown up between us, and which yean long might have failed to 
engender. We attempted also to analyse the reasons for, and the nature of 
the friendship thus so suddenly established— a rather dangerous and difficult 
topic, when the parties were both young^-one eminently handsome, and the 
other disposed to be most agreeable. Oh, my dear young Mends of either 
sex, whatever your feelings be for one another, keep them to yourselves ; I 
know of nothing half so hasardous as that " comparing of notes" which some- 
times happens. Analysis is a beautiful thing in mathematics or chemistry, 
but it makes sad havoc when applied to the " fimctions of the heart." 

" Mamma appears to have forgotten us," said Isabella^ as she spoke, after 
wailkmg for some time in silence beside me. 

" Oh, depend upon it, the carriage has taken all this time to repair; but 
are you tired?" 

Oh, by no mcAns ; the evening is delightful, but '* 

Then, perhaps you are enntti^" said I, half pettishly, to provoke a dis- 
claimer if possible. To this insidiously put quere I received, as I deserved, 
no answer, and again we sauntered on without speaking. 

" To whom does that di&teau belong, my old friend ?" said I, addressing a 
man on the roadside. 

" To Monsieur le Marquis, sir," replied he. 

" But what* s his name, though ?" 

" Ah, that I can't tell you," replied the man, again. 

There you may perceive how, even yet, in provincial France, the old re- 
spect for the aristocracy still survives; it is sufficient that the possessor of 
that fine place is " Monsieur le Marquis ;" but any other knowledge of who 
he is, and what, is superfluous. " How far are we from the next village, do 
you know P' 

" About a league." ' 

" Indeed. Why I thought ' La Scarpe' was quite near us." 

" Ah, you are thinking of the Amiens road." 
Yes, of course ; and is not this the Amiens road ?" 
Oh, no ; the Amiens road lies beyond those low hills to the right. You 
passed the turn at the first ' barri^re.' " 
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Is it posnUe weoonld liaEve oome wnngrP" 

^ Oik, Mr. Loinqper, dont sagr w^ I aotneiit of fsa." 

'< And wk«t load IB ibii» iiheB, ay fiaeodr 

'< This is the nwito AJbegctand PenniBB.'' 

*' Unforfaiiiiiiwly, IMfeTO he is quite ijght. Istiieis aqgrcBMKMdfm 
the vilhigB befa» OS junr to the AmieBS zoadf" 

''Yes; joueaanechitaboottirolBiVMskBDDB.'' 

*' And we can get a caniage at the ixOf probably?" 
Ah» that I aan not soie of. Pediaiie at the Lkxa d'Qr jou nay," 
Bat ndiy not 80 bttik to AJibedae r 

" Ohg Mis. Binghaniiaiist h«re left ]eaag nno^ aadhende^, yoAfiBqctthi 
distanoei we have been waUdng two hoais." 

'' Nowfor the vilkgei" said I, as I draw my fiamdi^s am ekwiihin 
mine, and we set oat in a last waUc 

Isabella seemed tsmhly frightened at tiie w^ete a&ir ; what halfasma 
might think, and what might be her feaoi at not iadoig aa en thena^ ^ 
a hmadxed other eoeoBiagmg xefleetions of this nataie, slieponndfoziiva- 
oeasingly. As for myself I didnot know wdOL what to think of it; xy old 
fondness for adTentoie bemg erer seffifflently strong m me to give ai^ 
anytlung whioh bore the least resemUanoe to one. This InowoQaceakd, 
and sympathised with my fair friend upon oormishiqp!, aasudnghsititihe 
same time» that there oooli be no doubt of our osrestakiii^ iMd& Bia^ 
before her amyal at Amiens. 

''Ah, thereistheirillageiniJie'vaill^; how iMaotifylly aitnatei'' 

^Oh, I can't admiie aaythii^ now^ Mr. Xjoneqnei^ I am so Irightwwi." 

"But Bcorely wiUurat caiue," said 1, kcAJng tenderly beneft^hnrbQanet 

" Is this," she answered, ''nothing P" And we walked on i&.sik]ie& agsm* 

On readking the lien d'Or we discoivred that the onily eoisrqpBfie to be 
had was a species of open market-cart drawn by two hoiaeis^ and ia whidit 
was necessary that my fair friend and m^pself should seat (onnnkes side by 
side npon straw: there was no choice; and as for Miss Utti^liam, I hdieye, if 
an ass with panniers had presented itseU^ she would hme yBfenBAittoK' 
meaning where she was. We, therefore, took oar j^aees^ and she cooM n)t 
refrain from laoghing as we set oat npon onr jonxney inthisalNranl.eqiiLlV^ 
every jolt of which threw as from side to side, and zendond evaQ^ attflolioD 
on my part requisite to prevent her being npset 

After about two hours' travelling we arriyed at the Amiens read, td 
stopped at the barri^re. I immediately inquired if a caniage had passci ^ 
sembling Mrs. Bingham's^ and learned that it had, about an hour befoie, d 
that the lady in it had been informed that two persons, like those sdie ssked 
after, had been seen in a calibdie, driving rapidly to Amiens, iq^onwludis'^ 
set out as fiist as possible in pursuit. 

"Certaiiay/' said I, "the plot is thickening; but far that UBbekyiiiiitait^ 
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she migjifc, in aU lEobabHityv bATe waited boe for ni. AmiflDB is only tiro 
leagues wm, sa our drive wiU not be hmg^ aaid befim ax o'elflek iro sball afl 
belaoghmg over the matter m a very good jfoktJ* 

Oa we rattled, and aa the load becane leaa fimpetaded, and ibe shadows 
leo^bened, I eoold sot bat wonder at the aiawnge mknMiaaa& wbieh the 
adveiitoioQfi eharaoter of my life bad so often wohedmein. Meanwbiie, 
my fair fami'a ssmia beeame mexe and mmie defirasaed, aiod it was not 
vithout the gEBateat diffionlty I was enabled to siippoii ber courage. I 
assured ber, and not altogether witbont reason, that l&on^ ao afteoa in my 
eventfol career accidents were oocnrnng wbiob rendeied it dnbions and difi- 
calt to reacb the goal I auaed ait» yet the resiEiitB bad so offcen been more plea- 
saat thanl eonid have antieipated, that I always leit a kind of inyahinfcary 
saiisfactiaii at some i^parent obstacle to my path, setting it down as some 
espedalBteaDsoflQrtane,tobie3gbtentbepleasiiieati^^ "and now/' 

addedl, "evenbeiB, perhaps, in this yeiyiaiatabe of ear road— -the senti- 

meuts IhsTe beard— 1^ feelings I have given vtteanuioe to " Wbat I 

was about to say. Heaven bnowa—'perbaps nothing less than a downright 
proposal was cornkg; but at that oritioal moment agouiaanexode up to tibe 
side of our waggon, .and soxFeyed ns witb the pecaliaily aigniikant soowl bis 
orderis gifted with. After tsottmg alongside for a lew seeonda, be ordered 
the diiyer to hsAt, amd, torning abrupt^ to ns, demandgd onr pasq»rts. 
Nor our passports 'wm, at that precise nunnent, peaeeafcly reposing in the 
side-pocket of iMra. ii^igbam's earnage; I, therefiaEe, eccpbuned to tbe 
g^Gndocme hew we were enxnnnstanoed, and added, that on amving at 
Asdeiks the paaspoart abodd be prodgBeed. !Fo this be m^BiBd. that all migbt 
be perfectly troe, but be did not beUeve a word of it— that be bad receiTed 
an Older &r the a^jgnelaeaBam. of two EngSaab posums travellaiig tlutt road— 
and that he shocdd aoooidingly request egr isranpany back to Chantraine, tbe 
oommissaire of wbieh pkee was bis offieer. 

''Butwi^nottakeus'to AmiflDS,'^ sud I; " |ia.TfeiwihrV ^ifeea I tell you 
that we can thjoaabowr our pasflports?" 

''I belong to tbe Ghantraine diafariet,'' was the laaBide anrwer; and bbe 
the gentLenaa wbo eadd nat we^ at the aennoni heBanue hd belonged to 
another padah, this ai^eoimen of albaeodiDoghiBEywodd ant bearieaaon 
except in his own diatciflt 

Noazgoments wbicb.IeouM.thankof badAiye[iBGtupoD.bini, andamida 
vdley of estreaiiiy and impreoaitian, botb.eip]fi% <vttia, wb atm ouraelyes tain 
^ Tipon th» road to Ajdens, andaBt cmt at a raund trot to Ch am traine , on 
the road to Calais. 

Po(»> IsabeUa^ I xeaUy pitied ber; hitherto ber oooxage bad been princi- 
pally snstamedby the prospect of soon reaching Aaoiens : now there was no 
seeing where our adventure was to end. Besides that, actual fatigue fiiom 
the wretched oonveyanoe began to distress ber, and sbe was scarcely able to 
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support henelfy though assisted by my aim'. What a perilous positioiL mine, 
whispering consolatimi and comfort to a pretty girl on a lonely road, the only 
person near being one who comprehended nothing of the language we spoke 
in. Ah, how little do we know of fate, and how often do we despise ciicom- 
stances that determine all our fortunes in the world! To think that a gen- 
darme shonld have anything to do with my fature lot in life, and that the real 
want of a passport to travel shonld inyolve the probable want of a license to 
mazry. "Yes, it is quite in keeping/' thought l^ "with evrar step I have 
taken through life. I may be brought before the 'maire' as a Colpri^ and 
leave him as a Benedict." 

On reaching the town, we were not permitted to drive to the inn, but at 
once conveyed to the house of the "commissaire," who was also the "maire'' 
of the district. The worthy fonotionary was long since in bed, and it was 
only after ringing violently for half an hour that a head, snrmoonted yn&L a 
dirty cotton nightcap, pec^;>ed from an upper window, and seemed to surrey 
the assemblage beneath with patient attention. By this time a oonsiderahle 
crowd had collected from the neighbouring ale-houses and caiareit, vlio 
deemed it a most fitting occasion to honour us with the most infernal yeSs 
and shouts, as indicating their love of justice and delight in detecting 
knavery ; and that we were both involved in such suspicion we had not long 
to learn. Meanwhile, the poor old maire, who had been an empUjui in ^e 
stormy days of the devolution, and also under Napoleon, and who folly con- 
curred with Swift that "a crowd is a mob, if composed even of bishopfi," 
firmly believed that the uproar beneath m the street was the announoemait 
of a new change of aifairs at Paris, determined to be early in the field, and 
shouted, therefore, with all his lungs— "Vive la nation!— Yive la chaite! 
—A has les autres !" A tremendous shout of laughter saluted this exhibitioQ 
of unexpected republicanism, and the poor maire retired from the windov, 
having learned his mistake, covered with shame and confusion. 

Before the mirth caused bythis blunder had subsided, the door hsd opened, 
and we were ushered into the bureau, accompanied by the anxious erowd, all 
curious to know the particulars of our crime. 

The maire soon appeared, lus nightci^ being replaced by a small Uack 
velvet skull-cap, and his lanky figure enveloped in a taimshed silk dressJBg- 
gown; he permitted us to be seated, while the gendarme recounted the sus- 
picious circumstances of our traveUbg, and produced the order to anest an 
Englishman and his wife who had arrived in oneof the late Boulogne packets, 
and who had carried off from some banking-house money and bills to a laige 
amount. 

''I have no doubt these are the people," said the gendarme; ''andheieis 
the ' carte descriptive.' Let us compare it : ' Eorty-two or forty-three yeas 
of age.'" 
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*' I trust, Monsieur le Maire," said I, overhearing this, '* that ladies do not 
recogmse me as so much." 

" ' Of a pale and cadayerous aspect/ " continued the gendarme. 

" Civil and complimentary, certainly," added I. 

'" 'Squints much with the left eye.' Look at Monsieur ie Maire, if you 
please, sir," said the gendarme. 

Upon this the old fonctionary, wiping his spectacles with a snuffy handker- 
chief, as if preparing them to examine an eclipse of the sun, regarded me 
^edly for several minutes, and said, " Oh, yes, I perceive it plainly; continue 
the description." 

'' 'Five feet three inches,' " said the gendanne. 

" Six feet one in England, whatever this climate may have done since." 

" * Speaks broken and bad French.' " 

"Like a native/' said I; ''at least, so said my friends in the Ghauss6e 
d*Antin, in the year fifteen." 

Here the catalogue ended, and a short conference between the nudre and 
the gendarme ensued, which ended in our being comndtted for examination 
on the morrow; meanwhile, we were to remain at the inn, under the surveil- 
lance of the gendanne. 

On reachmg the inn, my poor friend was so completely exhausted, that she 
at onoe retired to her room, and I proceeded to foM a promise I had made her 
to despatch a note to Mrs. Bingham at Amiens by a special messenger, ac- 
quainting her with all our mishaps, and requesting her to come or send to 
our assistance. This done, and a good suppes smoking before me, of which 
with difficulty I persuaded Isabella to partake in her own room, I again re- 
gained my equanimity, and felt once more at ease. 

The gendaime in whose goardianship I had been left was a fine specimen 
of his caste; a large and powerfully built man of about fifty, with an enor- 
mous beard of grizzly brown and grey hair, meeting above amd beneath his 
nether lip; his eyebrows were heavy and beetling, and nearly concealed his 
^harp grey eyes, while a deep sabre-wound had left upon his cheek a long 
white scar, giving a most warlike and ferocious look to his features. 

As he sat apart from me for some time, silent and motionless, I could not 
help imagining in how many a hard-fought day he had borne a part, for he 
evidently, from his age and bearing, had been one of the soldiers of theEmpire. 
I invited hhn to partake of my bottle of M6doc, by which he seemed fiattered, 
When the flask became low, and was replaced by another, he appeared to 
We lost much of his constrained air, and seemed forgetting rapidly the sus- 
picious circumstances which he supposed attached to me, waxed wondrous 
confidential and conununicative, condescending to impart some traits of a life 
^hich was not without its vicissitudes, for he had been, as I suspected, one 
of the " Garde"— the Old Garde— was wounded at Marengo, and received his 
decoration in the field of Wagram from the hands of the Emperor himself* 
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The headlong enthiudasm of attachmeDt to NapoleaD, whioh his bnef and 
stonny career elicited even from those who sxifibred long aod diaeply inhis 
behalf, is not one of the least »mgiilftr eireiunstaiices which this portion of 
history displays. While the rigours of the oonsedptioiL had invaded evaj 
&nuly in Eranoe, ftcm. Norauaidy to La Yend6e*-'whik the untiM fields, 
the rained granaries, the half-deserted villages, all attested the depopuktion 
of the land, those ^AlimMmw words^ "PEuperaoir et la GBoirei" by some 
magic meehanism seemed all-soffioient not only to lepiess ngiet andsoSerJog, 
bat even stimulate pride and nourish valour; and even yet, when it might be 
supposed that lUce the brilliant spectacle of a magic lanteza* 1^ gsodj 
pageant had passed away, leaving only the djurfrnpis and dsaolatiop heiuiidit, 
the memory of those days under the Empire suxvives untainiahed and w- 
impaired, and every sacrifice of friends of foztune is aooounibed but liitie in 
the balance when the honour of La Belle France and the trinmphs of tk 
'* grande arm6e'' are weighed against them. The infatuated and enthosastic 
followers of this great man would seem, in some respeets, to zesenible lk 
drunkard in the *' vaudeville," who alleged as his eoceuse for drinking M 
whenever he was sober, his poverty disgusted him. ''My cabin," said h, 
"is a cell, my wife a mass of old rags, my child a wretdied object of naaoy 
and malady. But give me brandy, let me only have ^btd^ and then my ktis 
' a palace, my wife is a princess, and my child the very pietuie of heaUiud 
happiness ;" so with these people—intoxicated with the trimnphs of ihdr 
nation, " tete mtmM* with victory— they cannot exist in the honor of aokkty 
which peace necessarily enforces ; and whenever the subject turns in OQaver- 
sation upon the distresses of the time or the evil prospects of the eomizy, 
they call out, not like the drunkard for brandy, but in the same spint tfaer 
say, ''Ah, if you would again see France flourishing and happy, let us once 
more have our croix dlionneur, our epaulets, our yoluntaiT- contributioiis, 
our MuriUos, our Velasquez, our spoils from Venice, and our increased teni- 
tories to rule over." This is the language of the Bonapartist eferyvhere and 
at all seasons; and the mass of the natMxi is wonderfully disposed to partid- 
pate in the sentiment. The Empire was the " iEneid'' <^ the nation,* and Na- 
poleon the only hero they could believe in. Ton may satii^ youxself of this 
easily. Evoy e^ will give evid^kce of it, every society bears testimony to 
it, and even the most wretched vaudmlk, however trivial the interest, how- 
ever meagre the story and poor the diction, let the Emperor but have lus 
"r61e,'' let him be as laconic as possible, carry his hands behind his back,irear 
the wdl-known low cocked-hat and the ^'re^Kmgote §me*' the suooeas is 
certain, every sentence he utters is iq;yplauded, and not a single aOuaionto 
the Pyramids, tiie sun of Aidterlitz, k Gloire, et laTleifie Garde, imi is 
sure to bring down tiiuiid»s of acdamation. But I am forgetting mysdf, 
and perhi^ my reader too ; the conr^fsation of the old gendarme accident- 
ally led me into lesflectioos like these, and he was wdOi cakniated in maoj 



HARR7 LORBEQUXB. 195 

ways to caQ them forOi. His devoted attachment, his penosal lore of the 
Emperor, of which he gave me some touching instanoes, was admirably illus- 
trated br an inddent, whi(^ I am inclined to tell, and hope it may amuse the 
reader as much as it did myself on hearing it. 

WbesR Ni^leon had tak^i possession ci the papal domimoms, as he vir- 
tually did, and carried oflp the Pope Pius YI. to Paris, this old soldier, then 
a musketeer in the Garde, fSormed port of the company that mounted guard 
over the holy father. During the eariier months of the hdy £at]ier^s eoufine- 
ment he was at liberty to leave his apartments at any hour he pleased, and 
cross the court-yard of the palace to the chapel where he performed mass. 
At such moments the portion of the Imperial Guard then on duty stood under 
arms, and received from the august hand of the Pope his benediction as he 
passed. Eut one morning a hasty express arrived from the Tuileries, and 
the officer on duty communicated his instructions to his party, that the apos- 
tolic vicar was not to be permitted to pass, as heretofore, to the chapel, and 
that a most rigid superintendence was to be exercised over his movements. 
My poor companion had his tnxn for duty on that ill-starred day ; he had not 
been long at his post when the sonnd of footsteps was heard approaching, 
and he soon saw the procession, which always attended the holy fsther to his 
devotions, advaneiBg towards him ; he immediately placed himself across the 
passage, and with has musket in rest barred the e^, dedaring, at the same 
time, that such mste his orders. In vain the priests who formed the oort^ 
addressed themselves to his heart, and sp(d» to his feelings, and, at last, 
finding littie snccess by these methods, explained to him the mortal sin and 
crime, for whidi eternal damnation itself might not be a too heavy retribution, 
if he persisted in preventing his holiness to pass, and thus be the means of 
opposing an obstacle to the head of the whole Catholic Chnroh from ode- 
brating the mss; the soldier remained firm and unmoved, the only answer 
be returned being, "that he had his orders, and dazed not disob^ them." 
The Pope, however, persisted in his resolution, and endeavoored to get by, 
^hen the hardy veteran retreated a step, and placing his musket and bayonet 
at the diarge, called out, " Au nom de I'Emperenr," when the pious party at 
^ yielded, and slowly retired within the palace. 

Not many days after, this severe restrietkm was recalled, and once more 
the father was pennitted to go to and from the chapel of the palace at such 
times as he pleased, and again, as before, in passing the ooiridor, the guards 
P^^esented arms, and received the holy benediction, all except one ; upon him 
the head of the Grardi frowned severely, and turned his bade while extending 
liis pious hands towards the others. '* Amd yet," said the poor fellow in con* 
duding his story-^^and yet I coold not have done otherwise; I had wf 
oideiB) and most have followed them, and had the Emperor commanded it, I 
ahodd have run my bayonet through the body of the holy father himsdf . 

"Thns, you see, my dear sir, how I have loved the Iknperor, for I have 

o2 
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many a day stood nndfir iSie for him in this world, * et il &iit que j'aille encoie 
au feu pour Ini apr^ ma mort.' " 

He received in good part the consolations I offered him on this head, kt 
I plainly saw they did not, conld not relieve his mind from the honible con- 
viction he ky nnder, that his soul's safety for ever had been bartered for liis 
attachment to the Ibnperor. 

This story had brought us to the end of the third bottle of M6doc ; and, as 
I was neither the Pope, nor had any very decided intentions of saying inass, 
he offered no obstacle to my retiring for the night, and betaking myself to 
my bed 



CHAPTER XXVL 

THB ZKir AT OHAHTBAIKE. 



Whek contrasted with the comforts of an English bedroom in a good btel, 
how miserably short does the appearance of a Prench one fall in ^esti- 
mation of the tired traveller. In exchange for the carpeted floor, the TreD- 
curtained windows, the richly-tapestried bed, the weU-cushioned ana-chair, 
and the innumerable other luxuries whidh await him, he has nought bat a 
narrow, uncurtained bed, a bare floorr-occasionally a flagged one-three 
hard, cane-bottomed chairs, and a looking-glass, which may convey an idea 
of how you would look under the combined influence dt the choLeia and a 
stroke of apoplexy^one half of your face being twice the length of the other, 
and the entire of it of a bluish-green tint— pretty enough in one of Tomer's 
landscapes, but not at all becoming when applied to the '^ human face dlTine." 
Let no late arrival from the Continent contradict me here by his late eip^ 
lieuces, which a stray twenty pounds and the railroads — (confound them for 
the same)'-have enabled him to acquire. I speak of matters before it oc- 
curred to all Charing Cross and Cheapside to '^take the water" betweoi 
Dover and Calais, and inundate the world with the wit of the Cider Cellars 
and the Hole m the WalL No ! In the days I write oi^ the travelled were 
of another genus, and you might dine at Vary's, or have your box at "Les 
Italiens," without being dunned by your tailor at the one, or confronted with 
your washerwoman at the other. Perhaps I have written all this in the spite 
and malice of a man who feds that his sovereign only goes half as far now as 
heretofore, and attributes all his diminished enjoyments and restricted luxuries 
to the unceasing current of his countrymen, whom fate, and the law of im- 
prisonment for debt, impel hither. THiether I am so fBor guilty or not is not 
now the question; suffice it to say, that Harry Lorrequer, for reasons best 
known to himself, lives abroad, where he will be most happy to see any of 
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his old and former friends who take his qnarters en r<mU; and in the words 
of a bellicose brother of the pen, but in afar different spirit, he would add, 
" that any person who feels himself here allnded to may learn the author's 
address at his publisher's." "Now let us go back to our muttons/' as 
Barney Cbyle used to say in the Dublin Library formerly— for Barney was 
fond of Erench allusions, which occasionally, too, he gave in their own tongue, 
as once describing an interview with Lord Qoncurry, in which he broke off 
suddenly the conference, adding, " I told him I never could consent to such 
a proposition, and putting my chateau {ehapeau) on my head, I lefb the house 
at once." 

It was nearly three o'clock in the morning as, accompanied by the waiter, 
who, like others of his tribe, had become a kind of somnambulist ex-officio, I 
wended my way up one flight of stairs, and down another, along a narrow 
corridor, down two steps, through an ante-chamber, and into another corridor, 
to No. 82, my habitation for the night. Why I should have been so &r con- 
ducted from the habitable portion of the house I had spent my evening in, I 
leave the learned in such. matters to explain ; as for me, I have ever remarked 
% while asking for a chamber in a large, roomy hotel, the singular pride with 
which you are ushered up grand staircases, down passages, through corridors, 
and up narrow back flights, till the blue sky is seen through the skylight, to 
No. 199, 'Hhe only spare bedroom' in the house," while the silence and deso- 
lation of the whole establishment would seem to imply far other^e— the 
only evidence of occupation being a pair of dirty Wellingtons at the door of 
No. 7. 

"Well, we have arrived at last," said I, drawing a deep sigh, as I threw 
myself upon a rickety chair, and surveyed rapidly my meagre-looking apart, 
ment. 

*' Yes, this is Monsieur's chamber," said the waitfc*, with a very peculiar 
look, half servile, half droll. "Madame couche. No. 28." 

"Very well, good night," said I, closing the door hastily, and not liking 
the farther scrutiny of the fellow's eye, as he fastened it on me, as if to search 
what precise degree of relationship existed between myself and my fair friend, 
whom he had called "Madame" purposely to eHcit an observation from me. 
"Ten to one, though," said I, as I undressed myself, "but they think she is 
my wife— how good— but again— ay, it is very possible, considering we are in 
France. Num6ro vingt-huit, quite far enough from this part of the house, I 
should suppose, from my number— that old gendarme was a fine fellow— what 
strong attachment to Napoleon; and the story of the Pope ; I hope I may 
remember thai, Isabella, poor grrl— this advepture must redly distress her 
—hope she is not crying over it— what a devil of a hard bed— and it is not 
five feet long, too— and, bless my soul, is this all by way of covering ? why, I 
shall be perLsQied here. Oh ! I must certainly put all my clothes over me in 
addition ; unfortunately "there is no hearth-rug — ^wjeil, there is no help for it 
now, so let me try to deep— num^ro vingt-huit." 
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• 

How l(Hig 1 remained in a Idnd of uneasy, fitful shimbery I cannot tell; 
bat I awoke shiyering with cold, pouled to tell where I was, and my brain 
addled with the broken fragments of half a dosen dreams, all mingUng and 
mixing themselyes with, the unpleasant realities of my aitnaticm. " What an 
infernal eantriyanoe for a bed," thought I, aa my head came timmp against 
the top, while my 1^ projected &r beyond the foot-rail, the miaeiahle portion 
of ckfthing oyer me at the same time being only sufficient to temper thenig^ 
air, Mrbich. in antimin is oocaaionkQly seyeie and onttiag. ''This will ne?e! 
do. I must rmg the belt and rouse the house, if only to get a &e» if thej 
don't possess such a thing as blankets." I immediately rose, and, groping my 
way along the waU» endeaiyonred to discoyrar the bell, but inyain; aod for the 
same satiafaotory reason l^t Yon Troil did not deyote one chapter of lus 
work on " Iceland" to " snakes," because there were none soeh there. Wkt 
was now to bedone? About the geography of my present abode I knew, 
perhaps, as much, as the public at large know about'the Coppermine Bsvet and 
Behnng's Straits. The world, it was true, was before me, " where to ehoo6e^" 
acbnirable things for an epic, but decidedly an unfortunate dicamstanoefora 
yery cold gentleman in search of a blanket. Thus thinking, I opened the 
door of my chamber, and, not in any way lesdyed how I should prooeed, I 
stepped forth into the long corridinr, whicli was dark aa midnight JML 

Tracing my path along the wall, I soon reached a door, which I invun at- 
tempted to open; in another moment I found another and another, eaehol 
which were locked. Thus ahmg the entire corridor I felt my wi^, maidng 
eyery effort to discoyer where any of the people of the house might hare oaa- 
cealed themselyes, but without success. What was to be done now P Bvas 
of no use to go back to my late abode, and find it comfortless as 11^ it; so 
I resolved to proceed in my search ; by this time I had aniyed at the top of a 
small flight of stairs, which I rraiembered hayiog come up, and which led to 
another long passage, similar to the one I had expkned, but mnniBg in a 
transverse direction ; down this I now crept, and reached the landing, along 
the wall of which I was guided by my hand, as weE for safetyas to disooTer 
the architrave of some iriendly door, where the inhalnta&t mi^^ he soffi* 
dently Samaritan to lend some portion of his bedcbthes. Boor after door 
followed in succession along this confounded passage, which I began to think 
as long as the gallery of the lower one; at last^ however, just as my heart 
was sinking within me £rom disappointment, the handle of a lock tomsd, and 
I found myself inside a chamber. How was I now to proceed ? for if thisapait- 
ment did not contain any ol the people of the hotel, I had but a sooy ezcoK 
for disturbing the repose of any traveUer who might have been more fortaaate 
than myself in the artide of blankets. To go back, however, would be 
absurd, having already taken so much trouble to find outa room that was in* 
habited— for that such was the case, a short, thick snore aasia»d me—so that 
my resolve was at once made, to waken the sleeper, and endeavoar to in 
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terest bim in my destitate situatioiL I accordingly appioadied the place 
where the nasal soonds seemed to issne from, and soon xeached the post of a 
bed. I waited for aa instant, and then began. 

Monsieur, vonJez-vons bien me permettre- '* 

As to short whist, I neyer eonld make it ont, so there is an end of it," 
said my unknown friend, in a low, hnsky voice^ which, strangely enough, was 
not totally unfamiliar to me ; bat when orhowlhad heard it befoce I could 
not then think. 

"WeV thought 1, "he is an Englishman, at all events, so I hope his 
patriotism may foigive my introsion, to here goes once more to rouse him, 
though he seems a confoundedly heavy sleeper. I beg your pardon, sir, but 
unfortunately, in a point like the present, perhaps " 

"Well, do you mark the points, and I'll score the rubber," said he. 

"The devil take the gambling fellow's dreaming," thought I, raising my 
voice at the same time. 

" Perhaps a cold night, sir, may suffice as my apology." 

" Cold, oh, ay ! put a hot poker in it," muttered he ; *' a hot poker, a little 
STigar, and a spice of nutmeg— nothing else— then it's delicious." 

"Upon my sonl, this is too bad," said I to myself. ''Let us see what 
shaking will do. Sir, air, I shall feel obliged by " 

" Wen, there, don't shake me, and I'll tell you where I hid the cigars — ^they 
»e under my straw hat in the window." 

"WeQ, really," thought I, "if this gentleman's confessions were of an iu- 
terestisg nature, this might be good fun; but as the night is cold, I must 
shorten the 's^mce :' so here goes for one effort more." 

"If, sir, yon could kindly spare me even a small portion of your bed- 
dothes-^ — •" 

''No, thank you, no more wine; but I'U sing with pleasure ;" and here the 
vietch, in something like the voice of a frog with the quinsy, began, '* ' I'd 
inoimi the hopes that leard me.' " " Yon shall mourn something else for the 
s^e reason," said I, as, losing all patience, I seiaed quilt and blankets by the 
comer, and with one vigorous pull wrenched them from the bed, and darted 
^m tiie room; in a second I was in the corridor, trailing my spoil behind, 
which in my haste I had not time to collect in a bundle. I flew rather than 
i^ along the passage, reached the stairs, and in another minute had gained 
the second gallery, but not b^ore I heard the shun of a door behind nie, and 
the same instant the footsteps of a person running along the corridor, who 
could be no other than my pursuer, effectually aroused by my last appeal to 
his chadty. I darted alcmg the dark and narrow passage, but soon to my 
^<nior discovered that I must have passed the door of my chamber, for I had 
i^eached the foot of ananow back stair, which led to the gienier and the sot- 
^^ts'roomS) beneath the rqof. To turn now would only have led me plump in 
the face of myinjured oountrymai^ of whose thew and sinew I was perfectly ig- 
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noraat, and did not mnch like to Tentare npon. There was little time for re. 
flection, for be had jnst reached the top of the stair, and was eyidently listen- 
ing for some due to gnide him on; stealthily and silently, and scarcely 
drawing breath, I mounted the narrow stairs step by step, but before I bd 
airiyed at the landing, he heard the rustle of the beddothes, and again gave 
chase. There was something in the unrelenting ardour of his pursuit which 
suggested to my mind the idea of a most uncompromising foe ; and as fear 
added speed to my steps, I dashed along beneath the low-roofed passage, 
wondering what chance of escape might yet present itself. Just at this iit 
stant, the hand by which I had guided myself along the wall touched tk 
handle of a door— I turned it-^it opened— I drew in my predous Inmdle, and 
dosing the door noisdessly, sat down, breathless and still, upon the floor. 

Scaicdy was this, the work of a second, accomplished, when the heavy 
tread of my pursuer resounded on the floor. 

Upon my consdence it's strange if I haven't you now, my Mend," said lie; 

you're in hculdesae here, as they say, if I know anything of the house; 
and faith I'll make a salad of you, when I get you, that's alL Devil a dirtier 
trick ever I heard tell of." 

Need I say that these words had the true smack of an Irish accent, which 
drcumstanoe, from whatever cause, did not by any means tend to assnase my 
fears in the event of discovery. 

However, from such a misfortune my good genius now delivered me; for 
after traversing the passage to the end, he at last discovered another, which 
led by a long flight to the second story, down which he proceeded, veatiag«t 
every step his determination for vengeance, and his resolution not to de^t 
from the pursuit, if it took the entire night for it. 

*^ Well now," thought I, '' as he will scarcely venture up here again, and as 
I may, by leaving this, be only incurring the risk of encountering him, my best 
plan is to stay where I am, if it be possible." With this intent, I proceeded 
to explore the apartment, which, firom its perfect stillness, I conduded to be 
unoccupied. After some few minutes' gropmg, I reached alow bed, fortimately 
empty, and although the touch of the beddothes led to no very favourable 
augury of its neatness or elegance, there was little choice at this moment, so 
I rolled myself up in my recent booty, and resolved to wait patiently for day^ 
break to regain my apartment. 

As always happens in such drcumstanoes, sleep came on unawares; so at 
least every one's experience, I am sure, can testify, that if you are forced to 
awake early to start by some morning coach, and that unfortunately you have 
not got to bed till late at night, the chances are ten to one that you get no 
sleep whatever, simply because you are desirous of it ; but make up your 
mind ever so resolutely that you'll not slumber, and whether your determina- 
tion be built on motives of propriety, duty, convenience, or health, the cbanoes 
are just as strong that you are sound and snoring before ten minutes. 
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How many a maa has foxmd it impossible, with every e£f6rt of his heart 
and biaia aiding his good wishes, to sit with unclosea eyes and ears throngh 
a dull sermon in the dog-days ; how many an expectant, longing heir has 
yielded to the drowsy inflnence when endeavouring to look contrite under the 
severe correction of a lecture on extravagance from his uncle. Who has not 
felt the irresistible tendency to "drop off" in the half hour before dinner 
at a stupid country-house P I need not catalogue the thousand other situa- 
tions in life infinitely more " sleep-compelling" than morphine ; for myself, 
my pleasantest and soundest moments of perfect forgetfulness of this dreary 
world and aU its cares, have been taken on an oaken bench, seated bolt up- 
lightj and via-a^ a lecturer on botany, whose calming accents, united 
with the softened light of an autumnal day, piercing its difficult rays through 
the narrow and cobwebbed windows, the odour of the recent plants and 
flowers aiding and abetting, all combined to steep the soul in sleep, and you 
sank by imperceptible and gradual steps into that state of easy slumber, in 
which "come no dreams," and the last sounds of the lecturer's "hypogenous 
and perigenous" died away, becoming beautifully less, tiU your senses sank 
into resti the syllables "rigging us— rigging us," seemed to melt away in the 

distance and fade from your memory^ Peace be with you. Doctor A. ! If 

I owe gratitude anywhere, I have my debt with you. The very memory I 
bear of you has saved me no* inconsiderable sum in hop and henbane. With- 
out any assistance from the sciences on the present occasion, I was soon 
asleep, and woke not till the cracking of whips, and trampling of horses' feet 
on the pavement of the coach-yard, apprised me that the world had risen to 
its daily labour, and that so ought I. From the short survey of my present 
chamber which I took on waking, I conjectured it must have been the den of 
some of the servants of the house upon occasion ; two low truckle-beds of the 
mearest description lay along the wall opposite to mine; one of them ap- 
peared to have been slept in during the past night, but by what species 
of animal the Fates alone can telL An old demi-pe«i saddle, capped and 
tipped with brass, some rusty bits, and stray stirrup-irons, lay here and there 
^pon the floor; while upon a species of dothes-rack, attached to a rafter, 
J^ a tarnished suit of postiKon's livery, cap, jacket, leathers, and jack- 
boots, all ready for use; and evidently from their arrangement, supposed by 
tJie owner to be a rather creditable "turn out.'* 

I turned over these singular habiliments with much of the curiosity with 
^mch an antiquary would survey a suit of chain armour ; the long epaulets 
^yellow cotton cord, the heavy belt with its brass buckle, the cumbrous 
ooots, plaited and bound with iron like chums, were in rather a ludicrous 
contrast to the equipment of our light and jockey-like boys in nankeen jackets 
^d neat tops, that spin along over our level "Macadam." 

" But," thought I, "it is full time I should get back to No. 82, and make 
^y appearance below stabs ;" though in what part of the building my room 
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lay, and how I was to leacli it without my clothes, I had not the bE 



idea. A hlauket is an excessively comfortable article of wearing apparel 
when in bed, but as a walking costmne is by no means conrenie&t or appro- 
priate ; while, as to maldng a sortie en sawoffe, howerer appropriate dming tk 
night, there were many serions objections if done in broad day, and vitli the 
whole establishment awake and active ; the noise of mopping, scrahbing and 
polishing, which is eternally going forward in a foreign inn, amply testified 
there was nothing which I conld adopt in my present naked and forlorn oqq- 
dition, save the nnoouth and ridicnlons dress of the postiHon, and I need not 
say the thonght of so doing presented nothing agreeable. I looked from tiie 
nairow window oat upon the tiled roo^ but withoat any prospect of beiog 
heard if I called ever so londly. 

The infernal noise of floor-deansing, assisted by a Norman peasant's 
"chanson da pays," the ''time'' being well marked by her heavy sabots, gave 
even less chance to me within; so that after more than half an hour passed 
in weighing difficolties, and canvassing plans, I determined upon doimmg 
''the blae and yellow," and setting oat for my own room withoat delaj, 
hoping sincerely, that, with proper precaation, I shoold be able to leadi ii 
nnseen and onobserved. 

As I Lud but little stress upon the figare 1 should make in my new habili- 
ments, it did not cause me much mortification to find that the dothes were 
considerably too small, the jacket scarcely coming beneath my arms, and the 
sleeves being so short that my hands and wrists projected beyond the caS& 
like two enormous daws ; the leathers were also limited in their length, and 
when drawn up to a proper height, permitted my knees to be seenbeneatb, 
like the short costume of a Spanish torreador, but scarcely as graoefol ; not 
wishing to encumber myself in the heavy and noisy masses of wood, iron, and 
leather they call "les bottes fortes," I slipped my feet into my slippers, 
and stole gently from the room. How I must nave looked at the moment, 
I leave my reader to guess, as with anxious and stealthy pace I crept along 
the low gallery that led to the narrow staircase, down which. I proceeded, 
step by step ; but just as I reached the bottom, perceived, a little distance 
from me, with her bad: turned towards me, a short, squat peasant on her 
knees, bdabonring with a brush the well waxed floor ; to pass, therefore, nn- 
observed was impossible, so that I did not hesitate to address her, and eodea* 
your to interest her in my behali^ and enlist her as my guide. 

" Bon jour, ma ch^re," said !1^ in a soft, insinuating tone. She did not bear 
me, so I repeated, ''Bern jour, ma ch^ bon jour." 

Upon this she tamed round, and looking fixedly at me for a second, caSed 
out, in a thick patois, "Ah, bon Dieu, qu'il est drSle oomme ^a^ Ftanyois! 
Mus oe n'est pas Eranpois 1" Saying which, she sprang.from her kneeling 
position to her feet, and with a speed that her shape and sabots seemed little 
to proDUse, rashed down the stairs as if she had seen the devU himself. 
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"Wliy, what is tlieniatter with the womaQp'' saidi; " sorely, if I am not 
Francois— which, Qod be thanked, is true— yet I cannot look so firightfol as 
all this would imply." I had not much time given me for consideration now, 
for before I had well deciphered the nomber over a door before me, the bnd 
noise of several voices xm the floor beneath* attracted my attention, and the 
moment after the heavy tramp of feet followed, and in an instant the gallery 
was thronged by the men and women of the honse— waiters, ostlers, cooks, 
scoiiions, mies de chambre, mingled with gendarmes, peasuxts, and towns- 
people—all eagerly forcing their way up-stairs; yet all, on aniving at th^ 
laoding-plaoe, seemed disposed to keep at a respectful distance, and bundled 
themselves at one end of the corridor, while I, feelingly alive to the ridicnlons 
appearance I made, occnpied the other. The gravity with which they seemed 
at first disposed to r^axd me soon gave way, and peal after peal of langhter 
broke ont, and yonng and old, men and women, even to the most severe gen- 
darmes, all appeared incapable of controlling the desire for merriment my 
most singnlar figure inspired; and nnfortnnately this emotion seemed to 
promise no very speedy condnsion; for the jokes and witticisms made upon 
iny appearance threatcaied to renew the festivities, ad lihUum, , 

^ Bi^ardez done ses 6paules," said one. 

'^Ah, mon !Diea! II me £Bd.t«l'id6e d'nne grenomlle aves ses jambes 
i«uies/' cried another. 

" H vaut son pesant de fromage ponr nn vaudeville," said the director of 
the strolling theatre of the place. 'Til give seventy &ancs a week ' d'ap- 
pointements,' and Scribe shall write a piece expres^ for himseli^ if he'/i 
take it," 

" May the devil fly away with your grinning baboon faces," said I, as 
I mahed up the stairs again* pursued by the mob at fall|cry. Scarcely, 
however, had I reached the top step, when the rough hand of the genda rme 
seized me by the shoulder, while he said in a low, husky voice, '' Cest inutile, 
monsieur, yoa cannot escape — the thing was well contrived, it is true ; but 
the gendannes of Eranoe are not easily outwitted, and you could not have 
long avoided detection, even in that dress." It was my turn to kogh now ; 
which, to their very great amazement, I did, loud and long ; that I should 
bave thought my present costume could ever have been the means of screen- 
ing me from observation, however it might have been calculated to attract it^ 
was rather too absurd a supposition even for the mayor of a village to eaSxx- 
tain; hesidefl, it only now occurred to me that I was fifi^iring in the diaracter 
of apnsoner. The continuBd peals of laoghing which tiiis mistake on their 
part elicited from me seemed to alFord but alight pleasure to my captor, who 
gruffly said, 

*' When you have done amusing yourself, mon ami, perhaps you will do us 
the favour to come before the mayor." 
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" Gertaiiily," I replied; " but you "will first permit me to resume my own 
clothes ; I am quite sick of masquerading 'enpostiUon* " 

" Not so £ast» my Mend," said the suspicious old follower of louche- 
*' not so fast ; it is but right the wudre should see you in the disguise you 
attempted your escape in. It must be especially mentioned in the prm 
verbal:' 

" Well, this is becoming too ludicrous," said I. '' It need not take fire mi- 
nutes to satisfy you why, how, and where, I put on these confounded lags — " 

" Then tell it to the moire, at the bureau." 

" But for that purpose it is not necessary I shonld be conducted thnragli 
the streets in broad day, to be laughed at. No, positively, I'll not go. In 
my own dress Pll accompany you with pleasure." 

" Victor, Henri, Guillaume," said the gendarme, addressing his oompamons, 
who immediately closed ronnd me. " You see," added he, " there is no use 
in resisting." 

Need I recount my own shame and ineffable disgrace P Alas ! it is too, too 
true. Harry Lorrequer— whom Stultz entreated to wear his coats, the oma- 
ment of Hyde Park, the last appeal in dress, fiishion, and equipage— \ras 
obliged to parade through the mob of a market-town in Trance, witiifoni 
gendarmes for his companions, and he himself habited in a mongrel character 
half postilion, half Delaware Indian. The incessant yells of laughter-ibfi 
screams of the children, and the outpouring of every species of sarcasm and 
ridicule, at my expense, were not all— for, as I emerged from the inn door, I 
saw Isabella in the window : her eyes were red with weeping; but no sooner 
had she beheld me, than she broke out into a fit of laoghter that was audible 
even in the street. 

Bage had now taken such a hold upon me, that I forgot my ridicoions ap- 
pearance in my thirst for vengeance. I marched on through the giinning 
crowd with the step of a martyr. I suppose my heroic bearing and warlike 
deportment must have heightened the drollery of the scene; for the devils 
only laughed the more. The bureau of the moire could not contain one-teatli 
of the anxious and curious individuals who thronged the entrance, and for 
about twenty minutes the whole efforts of the gendarmes were little enongli 
to keep order and maintain silence. At length the moire made his appearance 
and accustomed as he had been for a long life to scenes of an absurd and ex- 
traordinary nature, yet the ridicule of my look and costume was too mncb, 
and he laughed outright. This was of course the signal for renewed mirtii 
Irom the crowd, while those without doors, infected by the example, took up 
the jest, and I had the pleasure of a short calculation, a la Bahbage, of hov 
many maxillary jaws were at that same moment wagging at my expense. 

However, the examination commenced; and I at length obtained an oppor- 
tunity of explaining under what circumstances I had left my room, and how 
and why I had been induced to don this confounded cause of all my misery. 
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*' This may be veiy tme," said the mayor, " as it is veiy plausible , if you 
have evidence to prove what you have stated " 

'' If ifs evidence only is wanting, Mr. Mabe, Til confirm one part of the 
story,'' said a voice in tbe crowd, in an accent and tone that assured me the 
speaker was the injured proprietor of the stolen blankets. I turned round 
hastily to look at my victim, and what was my surprise to recognise a veiy 
old Dublin acquaintance, Mr. Arthur O'Leary. 

" Good morning, Mr. Lorrequer," said he; " this is mighty like our old 
practices in CSoUege-green; but upon my conscience the maire has the advan- 
tage of Gabbet. It's lucl^ for you I know his worship, as we'd call him at 
home, or this might be a serious business. Nothing would persuade them 
that you were not Luden Bonaparte, or the Iron Mask, or something of that 
sort, if they took it mto their heads." 

Mr. O'Leary was as good as his word. In a species of French, that I'd 
renture to say would be perfectly intelligible in Mullingar, he contrived to 
eiphun to the Maire that I was neither a runaway nor a swindler, but a very 
old friend of his, and consequently most respectable. The official was now 
as profuse of his civilities as he had before been of his suspicions, and most 
hospitably pressed us to stay for breakfast. This, for many reasons, I was 
obliged to decline — not the least of which was, my impatience to get out of 
my present costume. We accordingly procured a carriage, and I returned to 
the hotel, screened from the gaze but still accompanied by the shouts of the 
mob, who evidently took a most lively interest in the entire proceeding. 

I lost no time in changing my costume, and was about to descend to the 
saloon, when the master of the house came to inform me that Mrs. Bingham's 
courier had arrived with the carriage, and that she expected us at Amiens as 
soon as possible. 

" That is all right. Now, Mr. O'Leary, 1 must pray you to forgive the 
liberty I have taken with you, and also permit me to defer the explanation of 
many circumstances which seem at present strange, till '* 

" Till sine die, if the story be a long one, my dear sir. There's nothing I 
hate so much, except cold punch." 

" lou are going to Paris," said I ; " iS it not so ?" 

" les, I'm thinking of it. I was up at Trolhatten^ in Norway, three weeks 
^> and I was obliged to leave it hastily, for I've an appointment with a 
friend in Geneva." 

" Then how do you travel ?" 

" On foot, just as you see, except that I've a tobacco-bag up-stairs, and an 
umbrella." 

" Light equipment, oertiunly ; but you must allow me to give you a set 
down as far as Amiens, and also to present you to my friends there." 

To this Mr, O'Leary made no objection; and as Miss Bingham could not 
bear any deUy, in her anxiety to' join her mother, we set out at once— the 
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onlf thing to mar my fall eojoyment at the moment being the sight of {he 
identical yestments I had so ktely figured in, bobbing np and down be&re 
my eyes for the irhok kngih of the stage, and leading to inmnaersble mis- 
ohieTona afiiuiooDa from my Mend Mir. O'Leary, which mxe iu too imk 
relished by my fsir companion. 

At twdre we amved at Amiens, \i^ien I inresesjted my fiiend Mr. O^Lesy 
to Mrs. Bingham. 



CHAPTER XXVn. 

MB. o'liEABT. 



At the ooncinakm of my last diapter I was aboot to introduce to mj 
reader^s acquaintance my Mend Mr. (yLeary ; and, as he is destined to oe* 
cupy some phioe in the history of these Confessions, I may» perhaps, be per- 
mitted to do 80 at more length than his intrinsic merit at first si^t ms^ 
appear to warrant. 

Mr. (yLeary was, and I am indoced to bdiere is, a partiouLirly sh(HH 
gieasy-lcwking gentleman, with a head as free from phrenological developDot 
as a billiard-baU, and a oonntenance which, in feature imd colour, neaoly re- 
sembled the fiEUse of a ehemb, carred in oak, as we see them m old psJints. 

Short as is his stature, his limbs compose the least part of it. Hislia&ds 
and feet, forming some oompensaticm by their ample prtqporticns, gire to \os 
eotire'air and appearance somewhat the look of a smaU fish, wit^ short, thick 
fins, vulgarly called a cobbler's thumb. His voice, varying in cadence bm 
a deep barytone to a high felsetto, maintains throughout the distinctive cha- 
racteristic of a Dublin accent and pronunciation, and he talks of the "Ved 
of Ovoca^ and a beef-^^^," with some pride of intonation. Wbat part of ik 
Island he came originally from, or what may be his age, are questions I have 
the most profound ignorance of ; I have heard many anecdotes which would 
imply his being what the Ibnnch call ''d'un Age milr"— but his own observa- 
tions are generally limited to events occurring since the peace of "fifteen." 
To his penonal attraotions, sudi as they are, he has never bee& sdidtoos of 
contributing by the meretricious aids of dress. His coat, calcdating from 
its length of waist and ample skirt, would fit Bumbo Gre^ while his tronseis, 
being made of some dieap and shrinking material, hav« g^ually contracted 
their limits, and look now exactly like knee-breeches, without the usual 
buttons at tiie bottom. 

These, with the addition of a pair of green spectacles, the glass of one being 
absent, and permxbting the look-out of a sharp, grey eye, twinkling with 
droUny and good humour, form the most palpaUe of his externals. Is jxH&t 
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ofchftracteor, tb^vho best liaefw iiim represented him as tlie best-iemperod, 
best-hearted fellow breathing ; erer ready to assist a Mend, and always post- 
poning his own plans and his own views, when he had any, to the wishes and 
intentions of otheis. Amtmg the many odd things about him was a constant 
preference to travelling on foot, and a great passion for living abroad, both 
of which tastes he gradfied, althongh his size might seem to offer obstacles 
to the one, and his total ignorance of every continental language wonld appear 
to preclude the other; vdth a great ]jking for tobacco, which he smoked all 
day— a &ndness for whist and m^dt liquors—his antipathies weie few ; so 
that, except when called upon to shave more than once in the week, or wadh 
his hands twice on the same day, it was difficult to disconcert him. His 
fortune was y&j ample; but although his mode of living was neither very 
ostenUtious nor eostly, he c5ntrived always to spend his income. Sudi was 
the gentkanan I now presented to my Mends, who, I must confess, appeared 
strangely pnszled by his manner and appearance. This feeling, however, soon 
wore off; and before he had spent the morning in their company, he had 
made more way in. their good graces, and gone further to establish inthnacy, 
than many a more accomplished person, with an unexcepticmable coat and 
accurate whisker, might have effected in a fortnight. What were his gifts in 
this way, I am, alas ! most dei^orably ignorant of; it was not. Heaven knows, 
that he possessed any conversational talent— -of successful flattery he knew 
as much as a negro does of the national debt— and yet the ''bonhomie'' of 
his character seemed to tell at once ; and I never knew him fail in any one 
instaaoe to establish an interest for himself before he had completed the or- 
dinary period of a visit. 

I think it is WasMngton Irving who has so admirably depicted the morti- 
fication of a dandy angler, who, with his beaver garnished with brown hackles, 
his wdl-poised rod, polished gaff, and handsome landing-net, with everything 
befitting, spends his long summer day whipping a trout stream without a rise 
or even a ripple to reward him, while a ragged urchin, with a willow wand 
and a bent pin, not ten yards distant, is covering the greenswiuxl with myriads 
of speekkd and scaly backs, from one pound weight to four; so it is in every* 
things" the race is not to the swift ;" the elements of success in life, what- 
ever be the object of pursuit, are very, very different from what we think of 
them at first sight, and so it was with Mr, O'Leary, and I have more than 
once witnessed the triumph of his homely manner and blunt humour over the 
more polished and well-bred taste of his •competitors for favour ; and what 
mi^t have been the limit to such success Heaven alone cm tell, if it were 
not that he laboured under a counterbalancing infirmity, sufficient to have 
swamped a line-ol-battle ship itself. It was sknply this— a most xmfortunate 
fiopensitj to talk of the wrong place, p^son, or time, in any society he found 
liimself ; and this taste for the mat apropos extended so far that no one ever 
▼entuied into company with him as his Mend without trembling for the 
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result; but even this, I bdieve Ms only fudt, lesxdted from tiie natoial 
goodness of his character and intentions ; for, beHeving, as he did, in bis 
honest simplicity, that the arbitraiy distinctions of class and rank verebeld 
as cheaply by others as himself he felt small scruple at recoimting to a 
duchess a scene in a cabaret, and with as Httle hesitation would he, if asked, 
have sung the " Cmiskeen Lawn," or the "Jug of Punch," after LalMe 
had finished the "Al Idea»" from Pigaro. Mauimse houU, he had none; 
indeed, I am not sure that he had any kind of shame whateyer, except, 
possibly, when detected with a coat that bore any appearance of newness, or 
if orer-persuaded to wear gloves, which he ever considered as a special effe- 
minaoy. 

Sudi waa he! and how far he insinuated himself into their good graces, let 
the fiftct tell, that on my return to the breakfast-room, after about an honi's 
absence, I heard him detailing the particulars of a route they woe to take by 
his adyice, and also learned that he had been offered, and had accepted, a seat 
in their carriage to Paris. 

''Then I'll do myself the pleasure of joining your party, Mrs. Bingbam," 
said he. " Binghun, I think, madam, is your name ?" 

"Yes, sir." 

" Any relation, may I ask, of a most dear friend of mine, of the same luiDe, 
from Gurrynaslattery, in the county Wexford V 

" I am really not aware," said Mrs. Bingham. " My husband's fiimily aie, 
I beHere, many of them from that county." 

" Ah, what a pleasant fellow was Tom !" said Mr. O'Leary, musingly, and 
with that peculiar ton6 which made me tremble, for I knew weU that a I^ 
miniscence was coming. " A pleasant fellow, indeed." 
Is he alive, sir, now?" 
I believe so, ma'am ; but I hear the climate does not agree with him'' 

'Ah, then, he's abroad. In Italy, probably ?" 
No, ma'am, in Botany Bay. His brother, they say, might hsTC 
him, but he left poor Tom to his fate ; for he was just then paying his coiut 
to a Miss Crow, I think, with a large fortune. Oh, Lord ! whai have I said? 
—it's always the luck of me !" The latter exclamation was the result of a 
heavy plump upon the floor, Mrs. Bingham having fallen in afamt-^-shebeiog 
the identical lady alluded to, and her husband the brother of pleasant Ton 
Bingham. 

To hurl Mr. O'Leary out of the room by one hand, and ring the bell ^^ 
the other, was the work of a moment ; and, with proper care, and in dnefe, 
Mrs. Bingham was brought to herself, when, most fortunatdy, she eatiielr 
forgot the cause of her sudden indisposition, and, of jDourse, nlBither Iter 
daughter nor myself suffered any clue to escape us which might lead to it& 
discovery. 

When we were once more upon the road, to efface, if it mig^t be sec6ssai7i 
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any impleasant recuirenoe to the late scene, I proceeded to give Mrs. Bing- 
iiam an accoimt of my adventure at Ghantraine, in which, of course, I endea- 
voured to render my friend O'Leaiy all the honours of being braghed at in 
preference to myself laying little stress upon my masquerading in the jack- 
boots. 

'Ton are quite right," said (yLeary, joining in the hearty laugh against 
him, "quite right, I was always a very heavy sleeper— indeed, if I wasn't I 
wouldn't be here now, travelling about M^or^, free as air;" and here he 
heaved a sigh, which, from its incongruity with his jovial look and happy ex- 
pression, threw us all into renewed laughter. 

"But why, Mr. O'Leary— what can your sleepiness have to do with such 
tender recollections, for such, I am sure, that sigh bespeaks them ?" 

" Ah ! ma'am, it may seem strange, but it is, nevertheless, true, if it were 
not for that unfortunate tendency, I should now be the happy possessor of a 
most accomplished and amiable lady, and eight hundred per annum three and 
a half per cent, stock." 

"You overslept yourself on the wedding-day, I suppose ?" 

"You shall hear, ma'am ; the story/ is a very short one : It is now about 
eight years ago, I was rambling through the south of Erance, and had just 
reached Lyons, where the confounded pavement, that sticks up like pears 
iTith the points upwards, had compelled me to rest some days and recruit ; for 
this purpose I installed myself in the ' Pension' of Madame Gourgeaud, Bue 
des Petits Cannes—a quiet house, where we dined at twelve, ten in number, 
upon about two pounds of stewed beef, with garlic and carrots, a light soup — 
being the water which accompanied the same to render it tender in stewing — 
some preserved cherries, and an omelette, with a pint bottle of Beaune— 6me 
quality, I believe— a species of pyroligneous wine, made from the vine-stalks, 
but pleasant in summer with your salad ; then, we played dominoes in the even- 
ing, or whist for sou points, leading altogether a very quiet and virtaous exist- 
ence, or, as Madame herself expressed it, ' une vie tout4-fait patriarchale :' of 
this I cannot myself affirm how far she was right in supposing the patriarchs 
did exactly like us. But to proceed : in the same^ estaUishment there lived a 
widow, an l^iiglishwoman, whose late husband had been a wine-merchant at 
Dijon; he had also, I suppose from residing in that country, been imitsiting 
the patriarchs, for he died one day. Well, the lady was delayed at Lyons for 
some law business, and thus it came about that her husband's testament and 
the sharp paving-stones in the streets determined we should be acquainted. 
I cannot express to you the delight of my fair countrywoman at finding that 
a person who spoke English had arrived at the 'Pension,' a feeling I myself 
somewhat participated in ; for, to say truth, I was not at that time a very 
great proficient in Prench. We soon became intimate, in less time, probably, 
than it could otherwise have happened, for, from the ignorance of all the 

p 
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othfirs of one word of English, I waa enabled^ dimngdiimeT, tosayma; soft 
and teoder things, whkih. one does not nsaally ineiitnza on in conq^aof . 

'a leconnted my tiftTQis, and: tdd i«Dfla& adventnxeaof mywaoUiigs, 
tiU at last, from, being merely amn8ed» I found that my fSaar fdend began to 
be interested in my naziatiy es ; and frequently, when passing the boninatt to 
her, I hare seen a tear in the ooniflr of her eye : in a woid, ' she bTedmefor 
the dangers I had passed,^ as Othello says. Well, laugh away if yoa Hke, 
but if s truth I am telling yon." At this part of Mr. O'Leary's storr we all 
found it impossiUe to withstand the Indicrous mook-hezoio of his &oeand 
tone, and laughed loud and long. When we at length, became aHeBtheie- 
sumed: ''Before three weeks had passed over, I had proposed and vas 
accepted, just your own way, Mr. Lonaquer, taking the bail at. the hop, the 
very same way you did at GbelteoDliam, the time the lady jilted you, aad ran 
off with your friend Mr. Waller; I read it all in the nevs^ though Iwas tkn 
in Norway, fishing." BJere there was another interruptann by a L»ig^ not, 
however, at Mr. O'Leary's expense. I gave him a most menacing loi^ wiuk 
he continued : " The settlements were soon, drawn up, and consisted, like all 
great diplomatic documents, of a series of ' gains and oompenaationa ;* thus, 
she was not to taste anything stropger than kirsehwaseor, or Nantz brandy; 
andllimitedmyself to a pound of short-cut weekly, andaoon. But to pro- 
ceed: the lady beiog a good Catholic, insisted upon being manded by apnest 
of her own persuasion, before the performanoe of the eeEcanony atthfiBiU 
embassy in Paris; to this I could offer no ohjeetion, and we were aceord- 
ingjy united in the holy bonds the same mominfe a£brar signing tiie lav 
papers." 

"Then, Mr. (yLeaEy, you are really a married man." 

''Thaf 8 the very point Pm ootiiing to, ma'am; for Pve consulted aU the 
jurists upon, the subject, and they nevec oaa agsee. But yoa shall bear. I 
despatched a polite note to Bishop Lusoombe, and made evezy azxaogemeat 
for the approachiag ceranony, took a quarter in the Bue dn jQelder, near ibe 
Estaminat, and looked forward witk ansdety for the day wMch was to make 
me happy, for our marriage in I^ons was oidy a.kind of bekothal Now, my 
&ir fdend had bui one difficult remaining, poor dear soul— I refram hm 
mentioning her nanft for delioaoy saike— bv^ poor dear Mrs. Bam couldnot 
bear the notion of our goiog up to Pads in the same conveyance, for kngis 
she had lived abroad, she had airaided evecything Ireneh, even the lai^m^ 
so she proposed thait I should go in the eadly ' Diligence,' which starts at foor 
o'dock in the moniing, while she tookher d^^artnie at nine; tiius I slioald 
be some hours sooner in Paris, and. ready to receive her om her aroM; 
besides sparing her bashfulness aU repr(»Ach of our travelling togete. 1^ 
was no use my telling her that I always travelled on foot, and hated a ' DOi- 
genoe;' she coolly replied that at our tune.of life^ we could not sipaie tbe 
time necessary for a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, for so she supposed the joumey 
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ijxm Lyons to Pads to be; so f«arizig lest any dcmbt inigiit be thrown iq^oii 
the aidoTEur of my attackmeni, I yidded at once, lemonbenng at the moment 
what my poor ik^ndTcffliBing Oh, Lisd^ Pm at it again i" 

'< Sir, I did not heac." 

" Nothing; ma'am; I wa& just going to obserw, that ladies- of a certain 
time of iif^.ani widows efq^ecially, Mke a loTer that seems a little aident or 
so» all the better.^' BJere Mes. Bingjiam bhi£died» her danghter bridled, and 
I neady sn&cated with shame and suppieased knghteir* 

"After a most tfioder faiewell of my bride, ox wijGb, I don't know whieh, I 
nitiied for am iiigU with a niM mnllatiiig between my hopes of happiness 
and my feara for the resolt of a jonxney so fbieign to all my habits of tzarel- 
ling, ftid in wMeb I conld not but tremble at the many casnaities my habitual 
laziness and disiike to any horns but my own choosing might iuroke me in. 

" I had scatcely lain down in, bed, eie these thonghta took mieh pesseasion 
of me» that sleep for once inmy £fe was out of the goestion.; and then the 
niisery of getting ixg at faar in the morning, potting on your dothes by tiie 
ffickeiiiig light of the porter^s eandie, getting yonr boots on the wrong 
feet, and all that kind of annoyanee, I am sure I fretted myself into the 
feeling of a downright martyr before an hour was onec, 'Well, at least,' 
thon^t I, *onB thing is well done: Ilunre been quite right in. eoming to sleep 
here at the Messageries Hotel, where the ' IHligenoe' starts £com^ or the 
chances are ten to one that I never should wake till the time w«s past. Now, 
however, they are sure to call me ; so I may sleep tranquilly till tiien.' 
Meanwhile I had forgotten to pac^ my trunk; my papers, &e., laying all 
about the room in a state of considerable confoeion. I rose at once with all 
the despatch, I could muster; this took a long time to effeet,.and it was 
neady two o'dook ere I finished, and sat down to smoke a aoUtaiy pipe, the 
last,asl8npposediit might be my let to enjoy for Beayen knows how long, 
Mrs. B.. having expressed, rather late in our intimaoy I ean&ss^ strong opL 
nions against tobaoGO within, doors. 

"When I had finished my Httle sac- of the ' weed,' the elbek stratek th^e, 
and I started to thinkhow littde time I was- destined to have in-becE. In bed ! 
'Why,' saidX 'these is no use. thiniang of it mm, fin I shall searoe^haaro lain 
down eie I shall- be obliged to get up. again." So tiiunking^I set about dressing 
myself for the road, and ae the season, was winker and ^m wea&sx dread- 
fully severe, took care- to array mysdlf in all the ooveri&g: loonM lay hands 
upon; and by the time I had esvelqped mys^ iu a pair q£ long HoogaEiaa 
gaiters, and a korteha of sheep's^wool, wiQi &biowa beai^kxa antaidB, wi& a 
Wdsh wig, and a pair of lazge dadc g^s gobies tai defend tka eyes &om the 
snow, I was> not only peifect^ impendons to all effsots^ of the 'weather^ but so 
thfflroui^y defended fioom. imy inffiience of ta^t or sonn^ that a voloano 
mi^t be hissing and thxmdoing iiRlliinten yardsof niB, wii&on^ 
slightest attention. Now, I thought, instead of remaining here, TH juit step 
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down to the ooacb, and get snugly into the ' Diligence/ and having seemed the 
comer of the coup^, resign myself to sleep with the certainty of not being left 
behind, and, probably, too, be some miles on my journey before awaking. 

'' I accordingly went down stairs, and to my surprise found even at that 
early hour, that many of the garpons of the house were stirring and hastling 
about, getting all the luggage up in the ' huge wooden leyiathan that was to 
convey us on our road. There they stood, like bees around a hive, clnstemig 
and buzzing, and aU so engaged, that with difficulty could I get an answer to 
my question of. What diligence it was ? ' La diligence pour Paris, Monsieur.' 

" ' Ah, aU right then,' said I ; so, watching an opportunity to do so imob- 
served, for I supposed they might have laughed at me, I stepped quietly into 
the coup6, and amid the creaking of cordage and the thumping of feet on the 
roof, fell as sound asleep as ever I did in my life, these sounds coming to my 
muffled ears soft as the eehoes on the Bhine. When it was that I awokel 
cannot say; but as I rubbed my eyes and yawned after a most rebeshiog 
sleep, I perceived that it was still quite dark all aroxmd, and that the diligence 
was standing before the door of some inn, and not moving. ' Ah,' thought I, 
'this is the first stage; how naturally one always wakes at the chiu^ of 
horses, a kind of instinct implanted by Providence, I suppose to direct ns to 
a HtUe refreshment on the road/ With these pious feelings I let down the 
glass, and called out to the garden for a glass of brandy and a cigar. While 
he was bringing them, 1 had time to look about, and perceived, to my very 
great delight, that I had the whole coup6 to myself. 'Are there any pas- 
sengers coming in here ?* said I, as the waiter came forward with my liqnor. 
' I should think not, sir,' said the fellow with a leer. ' Then I shall have Ik 
whole ooup6 to myself?' said I. 'Monsieur need have no fear of being dis- 
turbed ; I can safely assure him that he will have no one there for the next 
twenty-four hours.' This was really pleasant intelligence ; so I chucked him 
a ten-sou piece, and dosing np the window as the morning was cold, onoe 
more lay back to sleep with a success that has never feuled me. It wastoa 
bright'blue cloudless sky, and the sharp dear air of a fine day in winter, that 
I at length opened my eyes. ' I pulled out my watch, and discovered it was 
exactly two o'dodc ; I next lowered the g^ass and looked about me, and veiy 
much to my surprise discovered that the diligence was not moving, but 
standing very peaceably in a very crowded congregation of other similar and 
dissimikr conveyances, all of which seemed, I thought, to labour under 
some physical ailment, some wanting a box, others a body, &c. &c., and, in 
fact, suggesting the idea of an infirmary for dd and disabled carriages of 
either sex, mails and others. 'Oh, I have it,' cried I, 'we are arrived at 
Mont-G6ran, and they are all at dinner, and from my being alone in the 
coup^, they have forgotten to call me.' I immediately opened the door and 
stepped out into the inn-yard, crowded with conducteurs, grooms, and ostlers» 
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who, I thought, looked rather stirpiised at seeing me emerge from the dili- 
gence. 

" * You did not know I was there,' said I, with a knowing wink at one of 
them as I passed. 

" 'Assortment non,' said the fellow with a langh, that was the signal for 
all the others to joia in it. 'Is the table d'h6te over ?' said I, regardless of 
the mirth aronnd me. ' Monsieur is jnst in time,' said the waiter, who hap- 
pened to pass with a soup-tureen in his hand. ' Have the goodness to step 
this way.' I had barely time to remark the dose resemblance of the waiter 
to the fellow who presented me with my brandy and cigar in the morning, 
when he ushered me into a krge room with about forty persons sitting at a 
long table, evidently waiting with impatience for the ' potage' to begin theur 
dmner. Whether it was they enjoyed the joke of haying neglected to caE me, 
or that they were laughing at my travelling costume, I cannot say, but the 
moment I came in, I could perceive a general titter run through the assembly. 
Not too late, after all, gentlemen,' said I, marching gravely up to the table. 
Monsieur is in excellent time,' said the host, making room for me beside 
his chair. Notwithstanding the incumbrance of my weighty habiliments, I 
proceeded to do ample justice to the viands before me, apologising laughingly 
to the host, by pleading a traveller's appetite. 

'Theq you have, perhaps, come far this morning,' said a gentleman 
opposite. 

Yes/ said I, ' I have been on the road since four o'clock.' 
And how aif the roads P' said another. ' Very bad,' said I, ' the first few 
stages from Lyons, afterwards much better.' This was said at a venture, as 
I oegaa to be ashamed of being always asleep before my fellow-travellers. 
They did not seem, however, to understand me perfectly; and one old fellow, 
putting down his spectacles from his forehead, leaned over and said : ' And 
where, may I ask, has Monsieur come from this morning P' 

'Prom Lyons,' said I, with the proud air of a man who has done a stout 
feat, and is not ashamed of the exploit. 

* From Lyons !' said one. * From Lyons !' cried another. * From Lyons !* 
^Peated a third. 

Yes,' said I; ' what the devil is so strange in it P Travelling is so quick 
now-ardayg^ one thinks nothing of twenty leagues before dinner.' 

The infernal shout of laughing that followed my explanation is still in 
^y ears. From one end of the table to the other there was one continued ha, 
°^ !»!— from the greasy host to the little hunchbacked waiter, they were all 
^^'■"""ng away. 

'And how did Monsieur travel P' said the old gentleman, who seemed to 
^^ on the prosecution against me. 

** 'In the coup^ of the " Aigle noir," ' said I, giving the name with some 
Pnde that I was not altogether ignorant of the conveyance. 
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" 'Then you dunild eertamly not oomplMn of the loads,' said the 
chucklmg ; ' for the only jonmey that diligence has made this day has beea 
horn the street-door to the inn-yazd ; for a^ they found when the luggage vas 
nearly packed that the axle was ahnost broken through, they wlifieled itxoimd 
to the ctmr, and prepared another for the trareilleis.* 

" * And where am I now?* laid L 

" ' In Lyons/ said twenty Toioea, half ohoked with lau^ter at my qnestion 

" I was thundentnid: at the news at fiiBt ; but as I proceeded ^th my 
di&ner I joined in the mirth of the party, whioh certainlf was Jiot (tiiamishfld 
on my telling them the object of my intended jounMiy. 

'* 'I think, yoimg man,' said the old £b11ow witti the speoiadfis, 'that yon 
should take the ooo u nenoe as a waimngcf Pnmdeooe thH(;.maixiagevi}Iiioi 
suit you/ I began to be of iiie same f^iaiDni^-'biit then thne ^m the 
jointore. To be sue, I was to give vp tobaooo; and, perhq^ IdK)iiIdi]at 
beasfmtoxaoMeaboDtaBwhfinapnnpoa. So, taldng aH things into qqh- 
sideration, I ordered in a|i0&fir botUe of BoignBdy, to donk Mo. Em's 
health— got my passport -visM for Baidges— and set oat £» tiie ^sfzeonB the 
same evening." 

*' And have younever beanianytimigmare of the lady P" said Mrs. Bkfjlmu 

" Oh, yes. She was faithful to the last ; for Ifoond out wben at Eomekt 
winter that she had offered a rewasd for me in tiie newspapers, andindeed 
had commenced a regular pursuit of me through the whole Contineoi. And 
to tell the real &0t, I should not now hacy tuning my steps towadsPads, 
if I had not very t(dend)le information that ahe is in&ller^iafter me Ukroofj^ 
the Wengen Alps, I having contrived a paxagn^ in QaHgnauj tosednoekr 
thidier, and where, with tiie blessaig of froridqioe, if the snow set ia eady, 
she must pass the winter." 



CHAPTER XXTm. 



NoxBiKG more worthy of recording occurred before our ani?al at ]!ifeuzioe's 
on the third day of oar joumcfy. Ady faend O'Leary had, with liis nsoai 
good forimae, become indispensable to his new acquaintanoe, and it was not 
altogether without some little lurking discontent that I perceived how much 
less often my searrioes were called in request sinoe his having joined our 
party; his information, notwithstanding its very scanty extent, was oonti: 
nually relied upon, and his very imperfect !French everlastingly called into 
requisition to interpret a goestion for the k^es. "Yes," thought I, 
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" 'CHJibIIo's ocoapatum's gone;' one of two thmgB bas oertandy hairpened, 
either Mrs. Bmgham aoad het dsii^tcT have notioed my oontmaed afastxaotkni 
of mind, and haye attribnted if to the leal canse, the pKooeupatioii of my 
affectians; or thmting, on the otiier hand, that latn despearately in lovt with 
one or other of them, have tiionght that a little show of pref eienoe to Mr. 
O^Ijeaiy may stinmlate me to a proposal at onoe." In ei&er case I resohed 
to lose no time in taking my leave, which there oonld be no difficulty in doing 
now, as the iadiea had reached their intended destanation, and had numerous 
fnends in Paris to advise and assist them; besides that I had too long 
neglected the real object of my trip, and should lose no time in finding ont 
the GalkmbyB, and at onoe leazn what joospect of sncoesa awaited me in tiiat 
qoarter. Leanng my fab friends then to lefiredithfliuwlTas after the jonrn^^ 
and ooiisigmng Mr. Q'Leary to the enjoymBnt of his meBnwhanmj throng^ the 
aid of which lie had rendered his apartment like a Dntbh swamp in antnmn, 
the only portion of his own figmre visible through i^e mist being his short 
legs and heavy shoes, I set forth at last. 

On reaching the hoQse in ^Enede la PaJx, where the Callmibys had re- 
dded, Ikamed that they were still at Baden, and were not e3q[)ectedin Paris for 
some weeks ; that Lord Ijlkee liad amved that morning, and was then dining 
at the embassy, having left an invitation for me to dine with him on the fol- 
lowing day, if I happened to call. As I tnzned frem the door, nnoertain 
vhither to direct my steps, I walked on nnoonacioasly towards the Boulevard, 
and, ocenpied as I was, thinking over all the dhances before me, did not per- 
oeive idieie I stood till the Inight gkre of alarge gas-lamp over my head i^ 
pnsed me iiiat I was at the door of the well Jmown Salon des Etrangers, 
at the coraer of the Bne Bicheliea; carriages, citadines, and vigilantes were 
<^rovding, crashing, and dattering on all sides, as the host of &8bionand the 
gMBJng^aJfle were haatentng to theb ehamp ie bataiUe. Not being a member 
of the Sakm, and having little disposition to enter, if I had been, I stood for 
some nmmtes looking at tiie crowd as it oontinaed to press on towards the 
splendid and brilMantly lighted stairs which lead from the Tery street to the 
rooms of this palace, isr snch, in the magnificence and Inxory of its decora- 
tions, it really was. As I was on the very eve of toraing away, a large and 
very handsome cab-horse tunnd the corner from the Boulevard, witli the most 
perfect appointment of harness and carriage I had seen for a long time. 

While I oontinaed to admire the taste and juropiiety of t^e eqnipage, a 
yoang man in deep mourning sprang from the inside and stood npon the 
pavement before me. " A denx hemres, Gharks," said he to his servant, as 
the cab turned slowly round. The voice stmck me as well known. I waited 
till he approached the lan^ to catch a glimpse of the lace ; and what was my 
soipiise to recognise my cousin, Guy Lorreqiier of the 10th, whom I had not 
»net with for six years before. My first impulse was not to make myself known 
tohim. Our nrataal position wit^L regard to Lady Jane was so much a mystery. 
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as regarded myself that I feared the result of any meeting, nntH I was suffi* 
dently aware of how matters stood, and whether we were to meet as friends 
and relations, or rivals, and consequently enemies. 

Before I had time to take my resolution, Guy had recognised me, and 
seizing me by the hand with both his, called, " Harry, my old friend, how are 
youF How long have you been here? And never to call on me ! Why, man, 
what is the meaning of this ?" Before I had time to say that I was only a 
few hours in Paris, he again interrupted me by saying : ''And how comes it 
that you are not in mourning F You must surely have heard it." '' Heard 
what?" I cried, nearly hoarse from agitation. *' Our poor old friend, Sir 
Guy, didn't you know, is dead." Only those who have felt how strong the 
ties of kindred are, as they decrease in nnmber, can tell how this news fell 
upon my heart. All my poor unde's kindnesses came fall upon my memory; 
his affectionate letters, of advice ; his well-meant chidings, too, even dearer 
to me than his praise and approval, completdy xmnuumed me ; and I stood 
speechless and powerless before my cousin as he continued to detail to me the 
rapid progress of Sir Guy's malady, an attack of gout in the head, wMch car- 
ried him off in three days. Letters had been sent to me in different places, 
but none reached ; and at the very moment the clerk of my uncle's lawyer vas 
in pursuit of me through the Highlands, where some mistaken infoimatiaii 
had induced him to follow me. 

'' You are, therefore," continued Guy, " unaware that our unde has dealt 
so fairly by you, and, indeed, by both of us ; I have got the Somersetshire 
estates, whidi go with the baronetcy; but the Oomberland property is all 
yours ; and I heartily wish you joy of having nearly eight thousand per ammm, 
and one of the sweetest viUas that ever man fanded on Derwentwater. But 
come along here," continued he, and he led me through the crowded conidor 
and up the wide stair, " I have much to tell you, and we can be perfectly 
alone here ; no one will trouble themselves with us." Unconscious of all 
around me, 1 followed Guy along the gilded and glittering lobby, which led to 
the salon, and it was only as the servant in rich livery came forward to take my 
hat and cane that I remembered where I was. Then the full sense of alllhad 
been listening to rushed upon me, and the unfitness, and indeed the indecency 
of the place for such communications as we were engaged in, came most for- 
cibly before me. Sir Guy, it is true, had always preferred my cousin to me ; 
he it was who was always destined to succeed both to his title and his estates, 
and his wildness and extravagance had ever met with a milder* rebuke and 
weaker chastisement than my follies and my misfortunes. Yet still he was 
my last remaining relative ; the only one I possessed in all the world to whom 
in any difficulty or trial I had to look up ; and I felt, in the very midst of my 
newly acquired wealth and riches, poorer and more done than ever I had done 
in my lifetime. I followed Guy to a small and dimly-Ughted cabinet off the 
great sdon, where, having seated ourselves, he proceeded to detail to me the 
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Various events which a few short weeks had aocomplished. Of himself he 
spoke but little, and never once allnded to the Galloiibys at all; indeed, all I 
could learn was that he had left the army, and piu^posed remaining for the 
winter at Paris, where he appeared to have entered into all its gaiety and dis- 
sipation at once. 

" Of course," said he, */ you will give up * sodgering' now ; at the best it is 
but poor sport after five-and-twenty, and is perfectly unendurable when a 
man Las the means of pushing himself in the gay world ; and now, Harry, 
let us mix a little among the mob here ; for Messieurs les Banquiers don't 
hold people in estimation who come here only for the ' chapons an riz,' and the 
champagne &app6, as we should seem to do were we to stay here much longer." 
Such was the whirl of my thoughts, and so great the confusion in my ideas 
from all I had just heard, that I felt myself implicitly following every direc- 
tion of my cousin with a child-like obedience, of the full extent of which I 
became only conscious when I found myself seated at the table of the salon,- 
between my cousin Guy and an old, hard-visaged, pale-countenanced man, 
who he told me in a whisper was Polignac the Minister. 

What a study for the man who would watch the ^passions and emotions of 
his fellow-men, would the table of a rauffe et noir gambling-house present— the 
skill and dexterity which games of other kinds require, being here wanting, 
leave the player free to the full abandonment of the passion. The interest is 
not a gradually increasing or vacillating one, as fortune and knowledge of the 
game favour; the result is uninfluenced by anything of his doing; vrith 
|te last turned card of the croupier is he rich or ruined; and thus 
m the very abstraction of the anxiety is this the most painfully exciting of all 
gambling whatever ; the very rattle of the dice-box to the haaard-player is a 
relief; and the thought that he is in some vray instrumental to his good or 
W fortune gives a turn to his thoughts. There is something so like the in- 
evitable character of fate associated vrith the result of a chance, which you can 
»ino way affect or avert, that I have, notwithstanding a strong bias for play, 
ever dreaded and avoided the rouge et noir table. Hitherto prudential motives 
^ their share in the resolve ; a small loss at play becomes a matter of im- 
portance to a sub. in a marching regiment ; and, therefore, I vras firm in my 
determination to avoid the gambling-table. Now, my fortunes were altered ; 
^^ as I looked at the heap of shining louis d'or, which Guy pushed before 
^6 m exchange for a billet de banque of large amount, I felt the full import- 
^ce of my altered position, mingling vrith the old and long-practised preju- 
*ces which years had been accumulating to ^ There is, besides, some 
yonderfol fascination to most men in the very aspect of high play ; to pit your 
*^^e against that of another— to see whether or not your luck shall not 
I *^ceed some others— are feelings that have a place in most bosoms, and are 
tJertaauly^ if not naturally existing, most easily generated in the bustle and 
•^tement of the gamblkg-house. The splendour of the decorations— the 
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rich pEofiisioii of gjldfid anumeiiis — i^ large and goigoom^ firamed vanots 
—the sparkling Instiea^ mingling their effect with ^ perfuned aii of tiie 
apaitment, filled with opnge-tiees and other arom&tze shmbB— tiie dress of 
the oompany, among whom were many ladies in ooatomeB not inferior to those 
of a court— the glitter of diamonds— the sparkle of stars and deeoiatlaBS, 
Tendered mote magioal bgrkmiwing thai Ite wearers wen names in histoiy. 
There, with his loond but ample shonldor, and taogei, masBiTe head, cmaxA 
with long snow-white habr, stands one, the maker and immaker of kings, 
watching with a look of ill-oonoealed anzietythe progieas of his gnme. Hen 
is Sonlt, with his dogged look and beetled Imnr ; tiuve atapods Bahat^ tiie 
author; his gains here are Jess demedfiem the MtingtiuHiliie betters;^ 
is eyidently ''making his own" of some of tiiem, whUe in the seenmig hnr 
homie of his oanless manner and easy atbandon, tikoy sorvple not to tnut 
him with anecdotes and traits^ that from the omaible of his fiery imaginatinD 
come forth like the pnrifiad gold from the fainaoB. Anditoe^lookatU 
dd and weather-beaien.niaD, with grey e yeb ro ws, and nmstaohioB^ whothows 
from the breast-pocket of his baxk^ enrer and ano^ ahandfol of gold pieces 
upon the table; he evidently neither knowv nor cans for the amoiiat, for tiie 
banker himself is obliged to oonnt over the stake lor him— iJiat is BfauiKr, 
the ne?er-wanting attendant at tJie Salon; he has been an immense loser, kt 
pkys on, and* with the same stem penurveranoe with whiidi he woqM poor im 
bold canity thiongh a ravine torn by artillery, he stands by the still mem 
chance with a oooiage that never fattcKs. 

One strong feature of the leveUing diaraoter of a taste for ^ay has never 
ceased to impress me most f ordUy—not only do the individaal peculiarities 
of the man give way before the all-abaorbing passion, bnt, stranger stOl, ^ 
very boldest traita of nataonality even £Eub and diaappear before it; and ion 
seems^ nnder the bigh^ptessore power of this greatest of a& stimnlaTit^n- 
solved inuto a most abstraot state. 

Among all thetraitS'wlndL AigKngniwh Erenohmen ficom natives of every 
country, none is more ptomineutthan a kind of never-finling etLastlciiyoftBa- 
perament, which aeems abnost to de& all the power of misfartuneto dejireB. 
Let what will happen, theEronchmaa seems to possess some strong tesooroe 
within himself in his ardent temperament, upon v^deh he oan dnnr at ^; 
and whether on the day after a defeat— *&b moment of being deceived inkis 
strongest hopes of returned affection— 4;he overthrow of some long-chaiM 
wish— it matters not— he never gives way entis^ : bat see him at the gaauBg- 
table— watch the intense, the aching anxieft«y witii wMdh his eye f oUows erety 
card as it falls from the hand of the croupier-— behold the look of ooid despair 
that tracks his stake as the banker rakes it in among his gains— «nd yea viO 
at once perceive that her^ at least, his wonted powers feil him. No jest 
escapes the lips of <me that wonld joke upon the steps of the goillotiae. The 
mocker who wonld jeer at the torments of revolutiGn, stands like a coward 
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qnuIxBg before the impassmcTe and pale cheek Whfleloon- 

tinoed to occupy myself by obsenring the different groups thaak me, 1 had 
been almost meehasioaUy f oUowing the game, pladsg at each deal Bome gold 
upon the taUe; the result, however, had iafarosted me bo sHghtly, that it 
WM cmly by remaiking the attention my game had existed in others, that my 
own was drawn towards it Ithcnperoerndthatl hadpeimitted mywin^ 
nmgs to aoonmulate upon the board, and that in the Toy deal then commeno- 
mg, I liad a stake of neady five hundred i^onndB. 

"Eaitea voire jeu, le jeu est iait," said the oroiqiieE^ ** trente-daax." 

"You luK?e lost, by Jove !'' aaid Guy, in a low whisper, in whidi I oould 
deteot some tndt of agitation. 

" Trente-etrm,'' added the croupiBr. " Souge perd, et coukur." 

There was axegular buzz of wonder throng^ the room atmy extraordimay 
kck, for thus, with ereiy ohamae against me, I had won again. 

As the ooroupiBr placed the bilbis de bangue upon the table, I oyerheard the 
muttered oommendatiaDS of anold Yeteran behind mei, upon the coohieas and 
judgment of my play« " So much for fortune," thought L ''My judgment 
consists in a perfect ignoranoe of the chancfiH, and my ooohmss is merely a 
thorough indiffBience to success." Whether it waa now that the flattery had 
its effect upon m^ or that the passion for play, so long dormaat, had sud- 
denly seized hold upon mes, I know not, but my attention became from that 
moment riveted upon the game, and I played every deal Guy, who had 
been^nm 'die flrst betting with the indifiiBreDt success which I have so oAen 
observed to attend upon ihe caloulatiGns of old and expeiienced gambkrs, 
now gave up, and employed himself merely in watching my game. 

" Harry," said he, at last, ''I am completely puzzled as to whether you are 
merely throwing down your buis at hazard, or are not the deepest player I 
have ever met with." 

" You shall see," said I« as I stooped over towards the banker^ and whis- 
pered, ''How far is the betting permitted?" 

"I^een thousand francs," said the croupier, with a lock of surpdse. 

" Here goes, then !" said I ; " quioze miUe francs, rouge." 

In a moment the rouge won, and the second deal Irepeated the bet, and so 
contintiing on with the like success. When I was preparing my rouleau for 
the fifth, the banker rose, and sajyin& " Messieurs, la banque est fennie pour 
ce soir," proceeded to lock his caasette, and dose the table. 

" Yoti are satisfied now," said Quy, rising; " you see you have broken the 
bank, and a very pretty incident to commenoe with, <« your first introduce 
tion to a campaign in Paris." 

Having dianged my gold for notes, I stuffed them, with an air of well- 
affected carelessness, into my pocket, and strolled through the salon, where I 
had now become an object of considerably more interest than all the marshals 
and ministers about me. 
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** Now, Hal," said Guy, " 111 just order our supper in the cabinet, and jam 
yon in a moment/' 

As I remained for some minutes avaiting Guy's return, my attention was 
drawn towards a crowd, in a smaller salon, among whom the usual silent de- 
corum of the play-table seemed held in but small respect, for eyeiy instant 
some burst of hearty laughter, or some open expression of joy or anger burst 
forth, by which I immediately perceiyed that they were the yotaiies of the 
roulette-table, a game at which the strict propriety and etiquette eyerinsm- 
tained at rouge et noir are never exacted. As I pressed nearer, to discomtfae 
cause of the mirth, which every moment seemed to augment, guess my sor- 
prise to perceive among the foremost rank of the players my acquaintance, 
Mr. O'Leary, whom I at that moment believed to be solacing himself wi&bis 
meerschaum at Meurice's. My astonishment at how he obtained admission to 
the Salon was even less than my fear of his recognising me. At no time is it 
agreeable to find that the man who is regarded as the buffo of a party tmns 
out to be your friend; but still less is this so, when the individual claimizi^ 
acquaintance with you presents any striking absurdity in his dress or maimer, 
strongly at contrast with the persons and things about him. And thns itnov 
happened. Mr. O'Leary's external man, as we met him on the Calais road, 
with its various accompaniments of blouse, cap, spectacles, and tobacco-pipe, 
were nothing very remarkable, but when the same figure presented itself 
among the ** ^legans" of the Parisian world, redolent of eau de Portugal, and 
superb in the glories of brocade waistcoats and velvet coats, the thing was too 
absurd, and I longed to steal away before any chance should present itself of 
a recognition. This, however, was impossible, as the crowd from the other 
table were all gathered round us, and I was obliged to stand fast, and trust 
that the excitement of the game, in which he appeared to be thoroughly oc- 
cupied, might keep his eye fixed on another quarter. I now observed that 
the same scene in which I had so lately been occupied at the rouge e(nm 
table was enacting here, under rather different circumstances. Mr. (yLeaiy 
was the only player, as I had just been—not, however, because his success 
absorbed all the interest of the bystanders, but that, unfortunately, his m. 
stant want of it elicited some strong expression of discontent and mistnst 
from him, which excited the loud laughter of the others, but of which, from 
his great anxiety in the game, he seemed totally imconscious. 

" Paites votre jeu, messieurs," said the croupier. 

" Wait a bit till I change this," said Mr. O'Leary, producing an Englisli 
sovereign ; the action interpreted his wishes, and the money was oont^ 
into coupons dejeu, 

I now discovered one great cause of the mirth of the bystanders, at least 
the English portion of them. Mr. O'Leary, when placing his money upon 
the table, observed the singular practice of announcing aloud the amonnt of 
his bet, which, for his own information, he reduced to Lish currency ; thus 
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the stillness of the room was every instant broken by a strong Irish accent 
prononncing something of this sort—" five francs," " fonr and a penny" — '* ten 
francs," " eight and three ha'pence." The amnsement thns caused was in- 
creased by the excitement his losses threw him into. He now ceased to play 
for several times, when at last, he made an offering of his nsnal stake. 

" Perd," said the cronpier, raking in the piece with a contemptnons air at 
the smallness of the bet, and in no way pleased that the interest Mr. O'Leary 
excited should prevent the other players from betting. 

" Perd," said O'Leary, " again. Devil another song you sing than * perd,' 
and Pm not quite clear you're not cheating all the while— only, God help yon 
if you are !" 

As he so said, the head of a huge blackthorn stick was half protruded 
across the table, causing renewed mirth ; for, among other reg^tions, every 
cane, however trifling, is always demanded at the door ; and thns a new sub- 
ject of astonishment arose as to how he had succeeded in carrying it with him 
into the salon. 

" Here's at you again," said O'Leary, regardless of the laughter, and 
coveiing three or four numbers with hisjetons. 
. Eoimd went the ball once more, and once more he lost. 

" Look now, devil a lie in it, he makes them go wherever he pleases. J'll 
take a turn now at the tables; fair play's a jewel—and we'll see how you'll 
get on." 

So saying, he proceeded to insinuate liimself into the chair of the croupier, 
whom he proposed to supersede by no very gentle means. This was of course 
resisted, and as the loud mirth of the byst-anders grew more and more bois- 
terous, the crierfof " A la porte ! A la porte !" from the friends of the bank, rang 
through the crowd. 

" Go it, Pat— go it, Pat," said Guy, over my shoulder, who seemed to take 
a prodigious interest in the proceedings. 

At this unexpected recognition of his nativity— ^for Mr. O'Leary never sus- 
pected he could be discovered by his accent — ^he looked across the table, and 
caught my eye at once. 

"Oh, I'm safe now! stand by me, Mr. Lorrequer, and we'll clear the 
room." 

So saying, and without any farther provocation, he upset the croupier, 
chair and all, with one sudden jerk upon the floor, and giving a tremendous 
kick to the cassette, sent all the five-franc pieces flying over him ; he then 
j^unped upon the table, and brandishing his blackthorn through the ormolu 
^^istte, scattered the wax-lights on all sides, accompanying the exploit by a 
yen that would have called up all Connemara at midnight, if it had only been 
heard there ; in an instant, the gendarmes, always sufficiently near to be 
called in if required, came pouring into the room, and supposing the whole 
^Sm had been a preconcerted thing to obtain possession of the money in the 



222 HARRY LORB£Qn£B. 

bank, coxnmexiced cs^tunng diifirmLt membfics of the oompaoir'vlio appeared, 
bj eaiojuig th& qonfngiffn, to be foroflzing and afiiH?<tmg. it, l^^oGfosm G117 
was one of tbs jSist ao tEeatad— a proceeding to wbicb he responded by an. 
appeal rathei in fik^onr witk most "RngliflhinftTij and at once knocked down, 
the gendaime ; this waa the signal for a genaial engagement, and acootcdingly, 
before an exphuatioii ooald possibljr be attempted & most teziific Gombat 
oumed. The Fxsnckmeii in the room siding with the gendanneoe, and 
making common cause against the English; who» aithongh greatly infenor m 
munber, posseaaad OQinaiderabl& advantage, &amlong habit m stzee^mws and 
boxing eneoontcata. As for myseU^ I had the good £artniie to be pitted 
against a very pnisy and nnwlehly Frenchman, who sacre'd to admiratioTi, 
but never pot in. a anfi^ blow at me; while, thfior^ore^ I amused myself prac- 
tising what old Ciibb called ''the one, two^" upon his &t eaccaae^ Ihad 
abundant time andopportanity to watch all that was doing about me, and trol; 
a more ludierous affiur I never beheld. Tmagine about fifteen or siiteeiL 
young Englishmen, most of them powerful, athletic fellows, driving auindis- 
ciiminate mob of about five times their numbw before them, who, mik 
courage enough to resist, were yet so totally ignocaut of the boxing art, lliat 
they retreated pell-mell before the battering phalanx, of their sturdy oppo- 
nents—the most Indicrous figure of all being Mi. O'Leary hinm^lf, 1^ 
standing upou the table, laid about him with a brass loatxe that he had un- 
stmng, and did considerable mischief with this novel instrument of war&ie, 
crying out the entire time, ''Murder every mother's son of them!" "Give them 
another taste of Waterloo I" Ju8t>as he had uttered the last patriotic sentiment, 
he received a alight admonitionfrom behind, by the point of a gendarme's swoid, 
which made him leap team the table with the alacrity of a harlequiu, and 
come plump down among the thickest of the fray. My attentiQU was now 
directed elsewhere, for above all the din and "tapage" of the encounter I 
could plainly hear the row-dow-dow of the drams, and the measured tread o£ 
troops approaching, and at onoe guessed that a reinforcement of the gendar- 
merie were coming^up. Behind me there was a large window with a heavy 
scarlet curtain before it ; my resolution was at once taken; I floored my an- 
tagonist, whom I had till now treated with the most merciful forbearance, 
and immediately sprang behind the curtain. A second's consideration showed 
that in the search that must ensue this would afford no refuge, so I at once 
opened the sash, and endeavoured to ascertain at what height I was above the 
ground beneath me; the night was so dark that I could see nothing, bot 
judging &om the leaves and twigs that reached to the window that it was a 
garden beneath, and auguring from the perfumed smell of the shrubs, that 
they could not be tall trees, I resdved to leap, a resolve I had little time to 
come to, for the step of the soldiers was already heard upon the stair. Ik- 
ing my hat then down upon my brows, and buttoning my coat tightly^ I let 
myself downfrom the window-stool by my hands, and fell upon my logs intlie 
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soft eariJi of the garden^ safe and unkoit. i*iQxiL the incxeased damour and 
din 0Terliead» loooM learn the affiraywas at its hesi^^ and had little difficulty 
in detecting tlie sonorous accent and irald threats of my fidend Mr. O'Leary 
high above all the other sonnds around him. I did not wait long, however^ 
to eBJoy them, but at oxsne set about seeming mj eaeape from my present 
bondage. In this I had little difficulty, for I was directed by a light to a 
small door, which». as I approached, found that it led into the den of the 
condeige, and also communicated by another door with the street. I opened 
it, therefor^ at once, and was in the act of opening the second, when I felt 
myself seiEed by the coUar by a strong hand; and on turning round, saw the 
study figure of the conciearge himself, with a drawn bayonet within a few 
mchfis of my throat. " Tenez, mon ami," said I, quietly ; and placing half a 
dozen louis, some of my recent spoils,^ in his hand, at once satisfied hnn that, 
even if I were a robbav I was at least one that understood and respected the 
conveniences of sodety. He at once relinquished his hold and dropped his 
weapon, and pulliog off his cap with one hand, to draw the oord which opened 
the porte oochke with the other, bcFwed me politely to the street. I had 
scarcely had time to insinuate myself into the dense mass of the people whom 
the noiae and confusion within had assembled around the house, when the 
double door of the building opened, and a file of gendarmade came forth, 
leading between them my friend Mr. (yLeary and some others of the rioters 
— amongwhom I regoioed to find my oousan did giot figure. If I were to 
judge firom his diaorderBd habiliments and scarred visage, Mr. O'Leary's re- 
sistance to the constituted authorities must have be«i a vigorous one, and 
the dioBery of his appearance was certainly not decreased by his having lost 
the entire hrim of his hat— the covering of his head hewing, under these dis- 
tressing chcunstanceS) a strong resemblaooe to a sancepan. 

As I could not at that moment contribute in any way to his rescue, I deter- 
mined on the following day to be present at his examination, and render him 
all the assistance inmy power. Meanwhile, I letumed to Meurice's, thinking 
of every adventure of the evening mnoh more than of my own changed condi- 
tion and altered fortunes* 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

PABI9. 



Tee first thing which met my eye, when waking in the morning, afi;6r the 
affair at the Salon, waathe rouleau of billets de banque which I had won at 
play; anditto<& several minutes before I could persuade myself that the 
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entire recollection of the eyening liad any more solid foundation than a heated 
brain and fevered imagination. The sndden spring from being a subaltern in 
the 4— th, with a few hnndreda per annnm— " pour tont potage," to becoming 
the yeritable proprietor of several thousands, with a handsome hoose in Com- 
berland, was a consideration which I oonld scarcely admit into my mind-so 
fearful was I that the very first occurrence of the day should dispel the il- 
lusion, and throw me back into the duU reality which I was hoping to escape 
from. 

There is no adage more true than the old Boman one— "that what we visli, 
we readily belieye;" so I had little difficulty in convincing myself that all 
was as I desired— although, certainly, my confused memory of the past even- 
ing contributed little to that conviction. It wasi then, amid a very whirl of 
anticipated pleasures, and new schemes for enjoying life, that I sat down to 
a bres^ast, at which, that I might lose no time in commencnng my race, I 
had ordered the most exquisite viands which even Erench cookery oonld ac- 
complish for the occasion. 

My plans were soon decided npon. I resolved to remain only long enough 
in Paris to provide myself with a comfortable travelling carnage, secuiea 
good courier, and start for Baden ; when I trusted that my pretensions, what- 
ever favour they might have been once received with, would certainly now, 
at least, be listened to with more prospect of being successfuL 

I opened the Galignani's paper of the day to direct me in my. search, and 
had scarcely read a few lines before a paragraph caught my eye, which not & 
little amused me; it was headed— tSMmw Biot ai the Salon des J^rangm, ed 
attempt to Bob the Bank: 

"Last evening, among the persons who presented themselves at the table 
of this fashionable resort, were certain individuals who, by their manseis and 
dress, bespoke anything rather than the rank and condition of those wbo 
usually resort there, and whose admission is still unexplained, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the police to unravel the mystery. The proprietors of the bank 
did not fail to remark these persons, but scrupled, from fear of distoibing 
the propriety of the Salon, to take the necessary steps for their exclasion, 
reserving their intention to the adoption of precautions agamst such intnsioii 
in future— unfortunately, as it turned out, eventually— for, towards eleven 
o'clock, one of these individuals, having lost a considerable sum at pby, pn)- 
ceeded in a very violent and outrageous manner to denounce the bank, and 
went so far as to accuse the croupier of cheating. This language, having 
failed to excite the disturbance it was evidently intended to promote, was 
soon followed up by a most dreadful personal attack upon the banker, in 
which he was thrown from his seat, and the cassette, containing several thon- 
sand francs in gold and notes, immediately laid hold of. The confusion no^ 
_ became considerable, and it was apparent that the whole had been a pie- 
concerted scheme. Several persons, leaping upon the table, attempted to 
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extisgniali the gnat lustre of the salon, in wbich bold al;tempt th^y were 
most spiritedly resisted by some of the other players and the gendarmes, 
who hadbythis time arrived inforce. The riot was quelled after a pro- 
longed and desperate resistance, and the rioters, with the exception of two, 
were captured, and conveyed to prison, where they await the result of a ju- 
dicial investigatidn, of which we shall not fail to hiy the particukre before 
our readers. 

**^Since our going to press, we have learned that one of the ringleaders in 
this vile scheme.is a noted English eaeroc—^ swindler, who was already ar- 

rested at C for travelling with a false passport, but who contrives, by 

some collusion with another of the gang, to evade the local authorities. If 
this be the case, we trust he will speedily be detected and brought to punish- 
ment.'* 

Whatever amusement I had found in reading the commencing portion of 
this ridiculous misstatement, the allusion in the latter part by no means 
afforded me equal pleasure ; and I saw in one rapid glance how much annoy- 
ance, and how many delays and impediments, a charge even of this ridiculous 
nature might give rise to in my present circumstances. " My passport, how- 
ever, wiU settle all," thought I, as I thrust my hand towards my pocket, in 
which I had placed it along with some letters. 

Cfuess my misery to discover that the whole of the pocket had been cut 
ayay, probably in the hope of obtaining the billets de bangue I had won at 
P^ay, but which I had changed from that pocket to a breast one on leaving 
the table. This at once led me to suspect that there might be some truth in 
the suspicion of the newspaper writer of a preconcerted scheme, and at once 
exphined to me what had much puzzled me before— the extreme rapidity 
with which the elements of discord were propagated, for the whole affair was 
the work of a few seconds. While I continued to meditate on these matters, 
toe waiter entered with a small note in an envelope, which a conmdasionnaire 
™ J^t left at the hotel for me, and went away, saying there was no answer. 
1 opened it hastily, and read: 

^^^ H.,— -The confounded affair of last night has induced me to leave 
^ for a few days ; besides that, 1 have obtained a most exoeUent reason for 
absenting myseK in the presence of a black eye, which will prevent my ap- 
P^wance in public for a week to come. As you are a stranger here, you need 
^ fear being detected.* With all its desagr6mens, I can't help laughing at 
1^ adventure, and I am heartily glad to have had the opportunity of display- 
^ old Jackson's science upon those wretched gendarmes. 

" Yours, tmlj, 

«G.L.'» 

This certainly/' tiioughtj; ''improves my position, flm is my ooiuin 
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Qnf-^tin oniycMBtDwluniyinaDydcMibt oT'diffioidbsrbeBesiIeoiildiefop-- 
hen lie is— flowi), withoot kttiiig me know where to address him fir fnd him 
Qoi/' I raiifir my hell haetilyy and having wiittea alin&oa my eaxd, request- 
ing Lord Xilkae to cqub to me ab soon ae he oould, despatched it to the Eae 
delaP-aix. The meaaeiigar soon setaiBfld with a&aaswor that JUird£i]ktt 
had been obliged to kare PaoB late the evening before^ havixi(g.ieoenred sqbb 
important letters from Baden. My anxiety now became greater. I did not 
know but that the moment I Vodtnred to leave the hotel I shoidd he xeeog- 
nieed Iqr some of the witneaaes of jAe evening'e &ay ; and all ihoqg^ts of sne- 
eooxing .poqr Olieaxy were oompletely forgotten in my fear for the annoyaioa 
the whflte c^ this ridicobna affair mig^t involve me in. WiQiontaoydeciaiaa 
aa to my fatnie atep^y I dxesaed myself^ and prooeeded to.pay n^ respects to 
Mrs. Bingham and her danghter, who were in the same hotel, and whoml 
had not seen ainoe oar amvaL 

Aa I entered the diawing-xoom, I was aaxpiised to £nd Miss Bia^iam 
alone. She appealed to have been vreeping— at least the efTorts ahe made to 
appear easy and in good spirits oontrastoda good deal wiUi the expreasiQa of 
her f eatoxea as I came in. To my inqniries for Mbb. Bingham, I reoeivBdibar 
answer that the Mends Mrs. Bingham had ezjieoted having left afsw dap 
before for Baden, she had resoked on following them, and had now mo^ 
driven out to make a few pardbases before her depaartnie^ which was to take 
pboe in the moDiing. 

QSure is something so sad in the thought of being deserted and Idb by one's 
friends nnder any ciroomstances, that I cannot express how mvflh this intel- 
ligence affected me. It seemed, too, like the last drop of.badnews filling op 
the measne, that I was to be anddeniy deprived of the aooiety of the vety 
few frienda ahont me, jnat as I stood most in need of them. 

Whether or not Mba Bin^bam notioed my embanasament, I cannot say; 
bat certainly she aeemed not displeased, and there was in thehalf^enoooiagiBg 
tone of her manner something whidi led me to suq;)eat that ehe was not dis- 
satisfied with the impression her news seemed to prodoee upon me. 

Without at all allnding to my own imp^ved f ortnne, or to the ev^its of 
the preceding wf^, I began to talk over the coming JQumoiy, and expressed 
my sincere xegxet that, having lost my passport nnder drcomstaaoes whick 
might create aome delay, I eoold not join their par^ aa lahonld othenm 
have done. 

Miss Bingham heard this speech with rather diore'eqptioit than so ^do^ 
a decbratian was calcnlated to prodnoe ; and, while she tfaiaw down her efci 
beneath their long dad^ lashes, and coloured slightly, aaked^ 

"And did yoa xeaHy widi to come with nsF'' 
Undoubtedly," said L 

And is there no other objection than the passport ?" 
Kope whateiser," said I wannii^ras I ipoh^ far iihft iate ^tui i ri^nip - 



4f 
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peaxed'to-takBimiie eompliiteiy upset all my c»dcii}aiioiis;1>e8ides iJiat,! liad 
nev^er seeai ker looking so handsome, and tM, as the iVench ^nsely remark, 
"TaottoTijofmB qnelque choBe." 

" Oh, then, jjiray wme "wittms, which you can do, for mammahas just got 
a passport for hjer'nephew along with her own ; and as we really dont want 
him, nor ^w, we shall both be better pleased to be free of each o&er, and 
you can easily afterwards have your own forwarded to Baden by post/' 

'^ Ah, but,'' said I^ " how shall I be certain, if I take so flattering an ofiSer, 
that you will fon^iife me for filling up the place df tiie dear cousin, for, if I 
eoigectuie aright, it is 4e dter Sdouard' that purposes to foe your com- 



panion!" 



'Tes, youliaive guessed quite correctly; but you must not tax me with 
i n co nsis tency, but really I have grown quite thned of my poor cousm, since I 
saw him last night." 

" And you used to admire him prodigioi^]y." 

"Well, well, 'that is all true, but I do so no longer." 

" "Ek ! perdie P" said T, looking cunningly in her eye. 

*' Vorieasons that lir. Lorrequer shall never know if he has to ask tiiem," 
said ^7>oor girl, covering her eyes with her hands, and sobbing bitterly. 

What I thought, said, or did upon this occasion, with all my most sincere 
desire to make a " dean breast of it in these Confessions," I know not ; but 
this I do know,'that twp hours after, I found myself still sittiilg upon the sofa 
beside Miss Bingham, whom I had been calling IBmily all the while, and 
talking more of personal matters and my own circnmstances than is ever safe 
or prudent for a young man to do with any lady under the age of his mother. 

AH that 1 can now remember of this interview is the fact of having ar- 
ranged my departure in the manner proposed by Miss Bingham— a pro- 
position *to which I acceded with an affectation of satisfaction that I fear 
went veryiar to deceive my fair Mend. Not that the pleasure I felt in the 
prospect was altogether feigned; but certainly the habit of being led away 
by the whim and temper of the moment had so much become part of my 
nature, that I had long since despah^d of ever guarding myself against the 
propensity I had acquired of following every lead which any one might throw 
out for me. And thus, as poor Harry Lorrequer was ever the first man to 
get into a row at the suggestion of a Mend, so he only waited the least pos- 
sible pressing on any oecasion to involve himself in any scrape or misfortune 
that presented itself^ provided there was only some one good enough to advise 
him to do so. 

As I entered' my own room, to make preparations for my departure, I could 
sothdp thinking over aU the events thus crowded into the space cJ a few 
boors. My sudden possession of wealth— my prospects at Gallonby still un- 
decided— my scrape at the Salon— my late interview with MissBingham,^'n!i 
whsdilhad only stopped shortdf a proposal'tomarry, were ahnost sufficient 

q2 
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to oocapy any waonahle mind ; aiidsoIwasbegiimmgtosnspeGtfWheiiilie 
waiter informed me that the oommissaire of police waa in waiting below, and 
wished to apeak to me. Affecting some anrprise at the request, which I at 
onoe peroeiyed the object of, I desired him to be introduced. I was qiiiie 
oorreot in my guess. The information of my beulg concerned in the aSair at 
the Salon had been communicated to the authorities, and the commissaiie had 
orders to obtain bail for my appearance at the Tribunal de JustLce, on that 
dfty week, or commit me at once to prison. The commissaire politely gare 
me till evening to procure the required bail, satisfying himself that he could 
adopt measures to prevent my escape, and took his leave. He had scarcelf 
gone when Mr. Edward Bingham was announced— the reason for this visit I 
could not so easily divine ; but I had little time allowed for my conjectoies, 
as the same instant a very smart, dapper little gentleman presented hinuelt 
dressed in all the extravagance of French mode. His hair, which was per- 
mitted to curl upon his shoulders, was divided along the middle of the head; 
his mustachios were slightly upturned and caiefidly waxed, and his 
ohfii-tuft or Henri-Quatre most gracefolly pointed ; he wore three most 
pily contrastmg coloured waistcoats, and spurs of glittering brass. His visit 
was of scarcely five minutes' duration; but was evidently the opening of a 
breaching battery by the Bingham family in all fonn— the object of which I 
could at least guess at. 

My embarrassments were not destined to end here ; for scarcely had I le- 
turned Mr. Bingham's eighth salutation at the end of the staircase, vhen 
another individual presented himself before me. This figiae was in eveiy 
respect the opposite of my last visitor. Although framed perfectly upon the 
late Paiisian school of dandyism, his, however, was the " Ecole militaiie." 
Le Gapitaine Eugene de Joncourt, for so he introduced himself, was a portly 
personage of about five-and-thiity or forty years o( age, with that miitnnof 
bonhomie and ferocity in his features which the soldiers' of Napoleon's amy 
either affected or possessed naturally. His features, which were handsome, 
and the expression of which was pleasing, were, as it seemed, penrerted,bT 
the warlike torn of a most terrific pair of whiskers and mustachios, ism 
their naturally good-humoured bent ; and the practised frown and qnick torn 
of his dark eye were evidently only the acquired advantages of his militaiy 
career; a handsome mouth, with singohu: regular and good teeth, took much 
away from the stem look of the upper part of his face, and contributed, vith 
the aid of a most pleasing voice, to impress you in his favour'; his dres? vaa 
a blue braided frock, decorated with the cordon of the Legion; but neither 
these, nor the dink of his bng cavalry spurs, were necessary to convince yw 
that the man was a soldier ; besides that, there was that mixture of nihaoity 
and aplomb in his manner, which showed him to be perfectly accostomedto 
the usages of the best society. 

''May I beg to know/' said he, as he seated himself slowly, '<if thiscard 
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xcmtaimi yonr name and address ?" handing me at tiie same moment one of 
my yisiting caids. I immediately replied in the aflinnatiTe. 

"Yon are in the English aervioe P" 

"Yes." 

" Then, may I entreat yonr pardon for the troahle of these qnestiooSy and 
explain the reason of my yisit ? I am the friend of Le Baran d'Hanlpenne, 
with whom you had the altercation last night at the Salon, and in whose 
name I have come to request the address of a friend on yonr part." 

''Ho, ho," thought I, " the baron is then the stent gentleman that I pum- 
melled so munercifaUy near the window ; but how came he by my oard ? and 
besides, in a row of that kiod, I am not aware how far the mister can be eon- 
ceiyed to go farther than what happens at the moment." These were the 
thoughts of a second of time, and before I could reply, the captain resumed, 

''You seem to have forgotten the circnmstanoe, and so, indeed, should I 
like to do; but, unfortunately, IVHaulpenne says that you struck him with 
your walking-cane, so you know, under such a state of things, there is but 



one course." 



"But gently," added I, "I had no cane whatever last evening." 

" (^ ! L beg pardon," inteirupted he ; " but my friend is most positive in 
his acoonnit, and describes the altercation as having continued from the Salon 
to the street, when you struck him, and at the same time threw him your 
card. Two of your officers were also present; and although, as it appears 
from your present forgetf uhiess, that the thing took place in the heat and 
excitement of the moment, still " 

"But still," said I, catching up lus last words, "I never did strike the 
gentleman as you describe, never had any altercation in the street^and " 

"Is that your address P" said the frenchman, with a slight bow." 

"Yes, certainly it is." 

"Why, then," said he, with a mild curl of his upper lip, half smile, half 
derisio n 

"Why, then, make yourself perfectly easy," I replied. "If any one has 
by an accident made use of my name, it shall not suffer by suidh a mistake. I 
shall be quite at your service the moment I can find out a friend to refer 
you to." 

I had much difficulty to utter these few words with a suitable degree of 
temper, so stnng was I by the insolent demeanour of the frenchman, whose 
coolness and urbanity seemed only to increase every moment. 

" Then I have the honour to salute you," said he, risiog with great mildness 
in his voice ; " and shall take the liberiy to leave my card for the information 
of yonr friend." 

So saying, he placed his oard upon the table, " La Capitaine Engine de 
Joncourt, Cnirassiers de la Garde." 

"I need not press upon Monsieur the value of despatoh." 
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: " I sbaiLookloM a mnmimt^" aui I» as lie obttBKedLdotva.ihQ staiis q£ w 
hotel, with that ptttet. awaggezmg^ moaeiaiimasi^aadi jonx fjnrajgnnr is t^ 
ways an adept in ; and I returned to my room to mwHtatn uapaa mrwmesm 
embarrassments, and think over the difficulties which every momentwns con- 
ti&Eiting'to inBnwMi tbs mnnhnr dL 

" The indictment has ceoBtainly many ooonts/' thongjit L. 

Imprimis: a half-iniplifld, bat folly aompEehended pzamisB to many i 
yonng lady, with whom, I oonfess,.! only intamd to. jonmey iid& liis— ^aiar 
as-Baden. 

Seooodly: a ohaige of s^mndling^foc sudithein^ataiiQiL amoomls to— fli 
the Salon. 

Thirdly: another mmoooBniable dday.in jdamigf tiie CaUfiobys;, wi& ifhm 
I am erery honr in the riskof being " eompromh ;*' and, lastly, adndlinpec- 
spectiye with some catifonndwi l^cihman, who is afc this very mwaeBt prac- 
tising at a pistol gallery. 

Sndh wore the heads oi mynfieotiomiy and snoh liie agreeaUeinpnssiaB 
my visit to Paris was destined to open with ; how they w^ to berfiofioiPBd 
up, remains to be told. 



CHAPTER X3X 

As the day was now waning apace, and I was still nnp!t07idedwithaDjQD£ 
who could act as my second, I set out upon a search through ihe ymm 
large hotels in the neighbourhood, trusting that amid my numerous aoqiUBxt- 
ance I should be fortunate enough to find' some o£ them at Pans« Wiih a 
most anxious eye I scanned the lists of amyals at the usual haunts of my 
countrymen, in the Hue Eivoli and the Place Yendome, but without success; 
there were long catalogues of "Milors," with their "couriers," &c., hot not 
one name known to me in the number. 

I repaired to Galignani's Library, which, though jcrowdedL as ever mthEng- 
lish, did not present to me one familiar face. Prom thenoe I turned, into tiis 
Palais Eoyal, and at last, completely jjaded by walking, and sick. from disai- 
pointment^ I sat down upon a beneh in the TuHeries Gardens. 

I had scarcely been there many minutes when a gentleman aooosted lae k 
English, saying, "May laskif.this be your property?" showing, attbesame 
time, a pocket-book which I had inadyertently dropped in pulling out M 
handkerchief. As I. thanked' him for his attention,, and was ahffluLta.toni 
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amvy, I pemoM ^bakht crnitimMd to look yery ateadiJy ai>nK.' At Ibaelfa 

lie said, 

''I think I am not mistaken; I haive t&o pieasiire to see Mr. Lomquflr, 
whonu^^pedttp^jBOiUed^iiiyiiankByTr^^ OSielwttmie 

we met ma at Jlaltau" 

''Qh^InaBambficpei&otly. Indeed, I slxrald be very imgmteM if I did 
not; &itio yomloDd offices there I am indebted for my life. Yoannut sorely 
leoD&ect the street row near tbe battery F'' 

"Yea;, that ims zailierabnak a&drwiule it lasted; bni^ prsy, how long 
have you been here?" . 

''Merely a few days; and most anxioiis ami to learo as soon as possible; 
for, J Ti d fi jp end ft nifcl y of pgressing reasons to wi^ myself elsewhere, Ihave had 
notihing but trouble aiod wcnxy sinoe my acziyal, and. at tins instant am in- 
volred in a dnel^ without tiie sHghtest caose that I caadisoo^er, and, what is 
still vone^ mthoni tiie aid of a ain^efiimid to TrndeEtakethereqiiisite nego- 
tiafcion for me." 

" If my soarriees oanin any way assist " 

"Oh, my dear oe^tain, this is really so gxeat a favonr thatlcaunot say how 
lonfihlthankyoa." 

"Say nothing whatever, fant rest quite assured that I am oompietely at 
joja disposal; for althou^ we aie not very old fiiendfl^ yet I have heard 
so much of you from some of oars, that I feel aa if we had been long ae- 
quainted." 

This was an iiT»Tn<m«ft piece of good fortune to me; for^ of all the persons 
I knew, he was the most suited to aid me at this moment. In addition to a 
thorough knowlfidge of the Continent and its habits, he spoloe !French 
ftuenily, and. had been the most distinguished authority in the duello to a 
large military acquaintance ; joming to a consummate tact and devemess in 
his diplonuu^ a 1»mper that never permitted itself to be ruffled, and a most 
^Q^xceptfonable reputation for courage. Lia word, to have hadTrevaniom 
for your second was not only to have secured odds in your favour^ but, still 
better, to have obtained the certainty that, let the affair take what turn it 
niight, you were sure of coming out of it with credit. 

He was the only man I have ever met who had much mixed himself in 
f^^aosactions of this nature, and yet never, by any chance, had degenerated 
^ the fir&.eater; more quiet, unassuming manners it was impossible to 
^i^t with, and, in the various anecdotes I had heard of him, I had aLway»: 
^^^^ a degree of forbearance that men of less known bravery might lasA 
^^e ventured to practise. At the same time, when once roused by anything 
^e premeditated insult— or predetermined a£&ont— he became almost Mjogch 
vetziable, and it would be safer to beard the lion in his den than cross his 
pa^ Among the many stories, and there were a great many current in hia 
^^SiiQent concerning hiTn, there was one so singularly charaotecistio of Urn 
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mukf ihai^ m I have pmiftingiy mentioifted bis name hen, I may as weQidite 
it; at ilie same time pnmisiiig tluKt, as it is well knowii^ I may only be n- 
peatmg an oftea-beaid tale to many of my readers. 

Wbea tbe rogbnent to wbieb Trefanion belonged became part of the tmj 
of occupation in Paris» be was left at YersaiUes, seiiondy ill from the effeets 
of a sabre-womid be reoeiyed at Wateiloo, and from wbiob bis xeooveiyit 
fiiit was exceedingly doubtf oL At tbe end of several weeks, bowerer, lie 
became ont of danger, and was aUe to receive tbe visits of bis brother 
officers, wbenever tbey were fortunate enonn^ to obtain a day's leave of ab- 
sence to nm down and see bim. From tbem be learnt tbat one of his 
oldest friends in tbe regiment bad frUen in a duel, daring tbe time of his 
illness, and tbat two otber officers were dangeroosly wounded — one of wham 
was not expected to sorvive. Wben be inquired as to the reasons of thw 
many disasterB, be was informed that sxnoe the entrance of the allies into 
Paris, tbe French officers, boiling with rage and indignation at tbeirteceDt 
defeat, and STnarting under tbe bouriy disgrace wbiob the presence of their 
conquerors suggested, sought out, by every means in their power, opportnm- 
ties of insult; but always so artfiilly contrived as to render tbe opposite party 
the challenger, thus reserving to themselves tbe choice of the mxgau. 
When, therefore, it is borne in mind that the French are the most expert 
swordsmen in Europe, little doubt can exist as to the issue of these eomhats; 
and, in fact, scarcely a morning passed without three or four Edj^ or 
Prussian officers being carried through tbe Barri^re de TEtoile, if not dead, 
at least seriously wounded, and condemned to carry with tbem throng life 
tbe inflictions of a sanguinary and savage spirit of vengeance. 

While Trevanion listened to this sad recital— and scarcely did a day oome 
without adding to tbe long catalogue of diBasters— be at once perceived that 
the quiet deportment and unassuming demeanour which sb strongly ckrac- 
terise the English officer were construed by their French opponents into evi- 
dences of want of courage, and saw tbat to so systematic a plan iot skughter 
no common remedy could be applied, and that some 00199 tP^taims absohitdj 
necessary to put it down once and for ever. 

In the history of these sanguinary rencontres one name was oontianally le- 
onrring, generally as the principal, sometimes the instigator of the gnaneL 
This was an officer of a chasseur regiment, who bad the reputation of befng 
tiie best swordsman in the whole French army, and was no less distinguished 
for his "skill at fence" than his uncompromising hatred of the British, with 
whom alone, of all the allied forces, be was ever known to come in contact. 
So celebrated was the " Gapitaine Auguste Gendemar" for his pursuits^ that 
it was well known at that time m Paris that be was the president of 1 
duelling club, associated for the express and avowed object of provoking to 
insult, and as certainly dooming to death, every English officer upon whom 
they could frsten a quarrel. 
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The Gal6 PbiDidor, at that period in iheltae'Vinemie, was the rendeafOQa 
of this lepataUe £ictioDy and here '^le G^itaine^' reigned aopieme, raoehing 
aooounts of the various "affisais" which were tnai8acting--eoiin8eOing and 
plotting for the future. His ascendancy among his coontcymen was perfectly 
nndispated, and heing possessed of great mnscnlar strength, with that pecn- 
liar "futniche" exterior, without which courage is nothing in Eraioe, he was 
in ereiy way calculated for the infiunous leadership he assumed. 

It was, unfortunately, to this same caf6, being situated in what was caDed 
the English quarter, that the officers of the 43rd regiment were in the habit 
of resorting, totally unaware of the plots by which they were surrounded, and 
quite unsuspecting the tangled web of deliberate and cold-blooded assassina- 
tiou in whidi they were ihvolyed, and here took pbice the quanel, the result 
of which was the death of Trevanion's friend, a young officer of great pro- 
mise, and universally beloved in his regiment. 

As Trevanion listened to these accounts, his impatience became daily 
greater that his weak state should prevent his being among his brother 
offioerS) when hi^ advice and assistance were so imperatively required, and 
where, amid all thb solicitude for his perfect recovery, he could not but per- 
ceive they ardently wished for his presence. 

The day at last arrived, and, restored to something like his former self, 
Trevanion once more appeared in the mess-room of his regiment. Amid the 
niany sincere and hearty congratulations on his recovered looks wrare not a 
few half-expressed hints that he should not go much out into the world, for 
some little time to come. To these friendly admonitions Trevanion replied by 
a good-hmnouied laugh, and a ready assurance that he understood the in- 
tended kindness, and felt in no wise disposed to be invalided again. "In 
fact," said he, " I have come up here to enjoy life a little, not to risk it ; but, 
among the sights of your gay capita], I must certainly have a peep at your 

famed captain, of whom I have heard too much not to feel an interest in 
him.'' 

Notwithstanding the many objections to this, made with a view to delay 
bis visit to the Phillidor to a later perid, it was at length agreed that they 
should ail repair to the caf6 that evening, but upon the express understanding 
that every cause of quarrel should be strictly avoided, and that their stay 
should he merely sufficient to satisfy Trevanion's curiosity as to the appear- 
ance of the renowned captain. 

It was rather before the usual hour of the cafe's filling, that a number of 
English officers, among whom was Trevanion, entered the " salon" of the 
"Phillidor ;" having determined not to attract any unusual attention, they 
broke into little knots and parties of threes alid fours, and dispersed throng 
^e room, where they either sipped their coffee or played at dominoes, then, 
as now, the staple resource of a [French caf^. 

The dock over the '* comptoir'' struck eight, and, at the same instant, a 
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wfter maJB hi> appwirinifi, caD7iar& ainll tafak^ vhkfclieplaoBdbe8& 
thft fin^ iody. Iwfiiigirinniied^aJiBqi, aandpbflficL&laige anibahairliefaEBit^ 
iH»dwiiittoii«llMbaiv.'iribai T ^vaik iii , ^Hioseciininij'waaioiifledbylk 
■rpyilMwfy of tfaiM iiTfinflWiiifin1ii> dflieniiiiiodiipQii askiB^for uliQaB oom&rt 
thflif iraniatendecL. ThaimitorataaDBdloraiiiomeHt atiito qp»t^ 
aaair as ifdonbtmg tlwtiwrioniiiiiiw of him who pot it^ and at laiiiepiiei'- 
''Pour Monsienr la Gapitaiiifiy > ank^'* niilL a certain iono. of mgnififlaws 
i^cm the latter irordau 

"LeCSapitaiiial bntuhatoaptainP' saidhe^ oankaalr; ''fi>rlamac!9> 
taiDp and.that gaiii0maiLthan--aiid there* too^ is another/' at the asmein- 
staot throwing' himaalf liaftlesal/ into the ireU^oiiahiaBed cbair^ andstieidaog 
out his lega at full koogth upon the heazth. 

The look of honor which this qinet proceeding on his part elioitedftaBkihB 
poor waiter, so astonished Trevanion» that he could not help aajying— " lalkie 
anything the Diatterwiih yon, my frieadP An yon ill?*' 

"No, monsiear, not ill; noiihhigthenuittervithflitf/ bntjfiMi, sii»Qk,jQB, 
air, pray come away/' , 

''JUd/" aaidTreYanion^"me! why, my good man, Iwasneterbetterm 
my life; so now jnst bring me my coffee and the MomiemTy if yonhareii; 
there, don't stace that way, bnji do as I bid yoo." 

ThiarB was something in the assured tone of these few woida thateitkr 
ovenwed or npresaed emy rising feeling of the waiter for hia intenogsbir; 
for, silently handing his ccdfee and the newspaper, he left tlie room; M 
howerer, without bestowing a parting glance so fixll of terror and dismay tint 
our Mend waa obliged to amile at it. AUthis wastheworLof afewmnrntOk 
and not nntil the noise of new anivala had attracted the attentioii d his 
brother oifioers^ did thoy perceive where he had installed himself^ aodtoty 
danger he waa thni^ aa they supposed, imwitting^ eiqposed 

In perfect misery at what they oaBoeiyed their own &nlt, in not appiisiBg 
him of the sacred character of that place, they stood silently looking at him as 
he- continned to sip hia coffee^ apparently Tmcowaaioua of everything aid 
person about him. 

It was now, however, too late for remonstnmoB ; for already aevenifRDcli 
officers had noticed the ciroamstanoe, and by their interchange of loob aid 
signs» openly evinced ilieir satisfaction at it, and their delifi^t at tiie cata- 
strophe which seemed inevitable to the kickless iRngliahmani 

There was now a more than ordinary silence in the caf6, which, at alltiafis 
waa remarkable for tiie quiet and noiselesa demeanonr of ita frecpiente 
when the door waa flnng open by the ready waiter, and the Oag^itabie 
Angnate Gendflmar entered He waa a laxgCy sqnaiely4n]ilt man^ iriQi > 
moat savage expresaion of conntenanoe, which a bushy beatd and ahagKr 
overhanging moustache served snooeasfnlly to assist ; his oyoa wen Bhaded 
by deeo, p«4ecting browse, and long eyebrawa ahuiting over theiB» and in- 
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oveasmrtliBirlaQkaf pieniD^ thsve ms in hia^iriiqla aicand 

dflmeanDsr iiiit oertaiiL Enmoli air of Brnggfiring* baUjjaia wluoht omb 
reoBDamedintfaoKTdiOifaBvixigiiaai^Doaa the iBDks, nudnftauLodtiifi.loQkQf 
rnffianlj defiance yrlii^ gave tiudr eady nhftnintur for ocnuDage ita peooliac 
ment. 

To thefiieiidly salutations of his oonntrymen he retuined the slightest and 
eoldest acknoviedgniientag throwing a ghmoe of diadain arannd him avhe 
irendedhiairay to hia aociutoined pkoe beaidB the fire; thia he did witli as 
nmdli of noise and swagger as he could welLoontiiTe ; his sabre and sahco* 
tasche nlMiVrinphp.lriiMl^ hia spnzs jaogliiig^, andhis heavy ates^inade smposeif 
heavier to dmw uponiiim the-notice and attention he sought far, Trayamiia 
alone testified.no oonackknaness of his entranw^ and appealed totally en- 
graaaed hy the.oohinma of his newspaper, from which he ncrer lifted his eyes 
for an instant. Le Ci^dtaane at length reached the fireplace, when, no aooaflr 
did he behold his accustomed seat in the possession of apother^ than he abso- 
hitdly started baidL with snrpnse and anger. 

What night havo been his first impulse it is hard to say, for, as the blood 
rnshed to hifr&oe.and forehead, he dendied his hands firmly,jand seemed for 
an instant, as he eyed.l^e skanger, like a tiger abont to spiing upon its yio- 
tim; ihiswaa but for a second, for turning nq^idly round towarda hia Monday 
he gaye them a look of peculiar meaning, showing two rows of white teeth» with 
a gnu whichseemed to say, " I have taken my line ;" and he had don^ so. He 
iiowordfliBd the waii^r, in anf»k» of thunder, to bring him a chair.. ^^ 
nmghly from- him, and placed, witka oraah, upon the floor, exactly opposite 
that of Tmwuan^ and stilLso near as soaroely to permit of hia sitting down 
upon it. The noisy yebemenoe of this action at last appeared to have roused 
^I^:evaniQn!s 2dtention,:faE he now, for the first time, looked up from hia 
paper, aodquietiy. regarded lua vis-Mtit. There could not in the woiid be a 
stronger oonttast to the bland look, and courteous, expression of Trevanion's 
handsome features, than the savage scowl of the enraged.!FrenGhman,in.whoBe 
&oe the atrangand ill-mpresaed woddngsof passion were twitching and dis- 
torting evQiy lineament and line; indeedno words cou]|^ ever convey half so 
fomhly as did that look, insult— open, palpable, deep, determined insult I 

Trevanion, whose eyes had been merely for a' moment lifted from his paper; 
again fdDI, andhe appeared to take no notice whatever of the extraordinaEy 
praxind^ of the ErmMibmaiiifltill less of the savageandmsulting ohaxBctfar o^ 
his looks. 

I«e Capitainft, hannftthus fedled to bring on the ezplanationhe aonght for, 
Piooeeded' to aoeompliBk it by other means ; far, takin^^, the lamp^ by the 
lig^ of. which, Trevanion was stiU reading, he placed it at his side of the 
tahiftj andat the same instant stretching aorosa his ann» he plmsbedthe news- 
paper from his V«nH^ giving at the same moment a glance of triumph towards 
the bystanders, as though he would say, " You see what he must submit to." 
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Wonb eahmot dMoribe the astonuhmeiit of the British offioen, astheybe* 
held TnTBrnon, under tliiB gross and open insolt, content himaelf hf a s)i{^t 
smile and half bov, as if returning a conrtesy; and then throw his eyes dcnm- 
iniids, as if engaged in deep thought, while the triumphant sneer of ils 
French, at this unaccountable conduct^ was absolutely maddflning to tbem to 
endure. 

Bbt their patience was destined to submit to stronger proo^ for at Husk- 
stant Le Gapitaine stretched forth one enormous leg, cased in his nasshe 
jack-boot, and with a crash deposited the heel upon the foot of their fiiend 
!n»yanion. At length he is roused, thought they; for a 8%ht flush of etimaoQ 
flitted across his cheek, and his upper lip trembled with a quick spasmodu 
twitching ; but both these signs were oyer in a second, and his featozes were 
as calm and unmoved as before, and his only appearance of oonsdooaiesBQf 
the aifixmt, was given by his drawing back his chair and placing his legslx- 
neath it, as if for protection. 

This last insult, and the tame forbearance with whidi it was submitted to, 
produced all their opposite effects upon the bystanders, and looks of mgo- 
vemable rage and derisive contempt were every moment ioterchaogiii^; in- 
deed, were it not for the all-absorbing interest which the two great acton in 
the scene had concentrated upon themselves, the two parties must have oome 
at once into open conflict. 

The dock of the caf6 struck nine, the hour at which Gendemar always le- 
tired, so calling to the waiter for his glass of brandy, he placed his newspaper 
upon the table, and putting both his elbows upon it, and his chin itponlas 
hands, he stared fall in Trevanion's &oe, with a look of the most ddsive 
triumph, meant to crown the achievement of the evening. To this, as to iH 
his fotmer insults, Trevanion appeared still insensible, and merely regarded him 
with his never-changing half smile; the brandy arrived; Le Capitaise took 
it in his hand, and with a nod of most insultiog familiarity^ saluted TreTanion, 
adding with a loud voice, so as to be heard on every side— '* A votre coumge, 
Anglais." He had scarcely swallowed the liquor, when Trevankm rose Mj 
&om his chair, disphving to the astonished gaze ci the Fraichman the im- 
mense proportions and gigantic frame of a man well known as the largest 
officer in the British army ; ^th one stride he was beside the diair of the 
Frenchman, and with the speed of lightning he seized his nose by one hand, 
while with the other he grasped his lower jaw, and, wrenching open his moaih 
with the strength of an ogre, he spat down his throat. 

So sudden was the movement^ that before ten seconds had elapsed, all w 
over, and the !E!renchman rushed from the room, holding the firagmentsof his 
jaw-bone (for it was fractured 1), and followed by Ms countrymen, who^ from 
that hour, deserted the CsI6 Phillidor ; nor was there ever any mentkm of ti^ 
fiEunous captain during the stay of the regimrait in 
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CHAPTER XXXL 

BlWlOUI/riES. 

Whilb we walkied toother towards Mqprice's, I explained to Treraiuoii 
the position in whicli I stood ; and liaving detailed, at foil lens:tli, the row at 
the Salon, and the imprisonment of (yLeary, entreated his assistance in behalf 
of him, as well as to free me from some of my many embarrassments. 

It was strange enough— though at first so pre-occnpied was I with other 
thoughts, that I paid but little attention to it— that no part of my eyentfiil 
ereoixig seemed to make so strong an impression on him as my mention of 
haying seen my cousin Guy, and heard from him of the death of my unde. 
At this portion of my story he smiled, with so much significance of meaning, 
■that I could not help asking his reason. 

" It is always an unpleasant task, Mr. Lorrequer, to speak in any way, 
however delicately, in a tone of disparagement of a man's relative ; and there- 
fore, as we are not long enough acquainted—" 

"But pray," said I, " waive that consideration, and only remember the po- 
sition in which I now am. If you know anything of this business, I entreat 
you to tell me — ^I promise to take whatever you may be disposed to commu- 
mcate, uithe same good part it is intended." 

"Well, then, I believe you are right ; but first, let me ask you, how do you 
know of your uncle's death ; for I have reason to doubt it ?" 
" Rom Guy : he told me himself." 
" When did you see him, and where P" 
" Why, I have just told you ; I saw him last night at the Salon." 
'* And you could not be mistaken P" 

'^ Impossible I Besides, he wrote to me a note which I received this mom- 
ing-here it is." 

" Hem— ha. Well, are you satisfied that it is his handwriting P" said Tre- 
vsoion, as he perused the note slowly twice over. 

" Why, of course— but stop— you are right ; it is not lus hand, nor do I 
know the writing, now that you direct my attention to it. But what can that 
mean P . You, surely, do not suppose that I have mistaken any one for him ; 
for, independent of all else, his knowledge of my family, and my uncle's affidrs, 
would quite disprove Uiat." 

'* Una is really a complex affiur," said Trevanion, musingly. " How long 
ntty it be sinoe you saw your cousin— before last night, I mean P" 
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" Sereral years ; aboye six, oertamlj." 

" Oh, it is quite possible, ^en," said TreTaiiioi),'imisiiigly; "do youkmr, 
Mr. Loirequer, this affiair seems moie* puzzling to me than to you, aod&r 
this plain Teason— I am diqposed to think you never saw yonr cousin 
night." 

" Why, confound it, there, is one drcnmstance that I think may 
you on that head. You wiU not deny that I saw some one, who very 
resembled him ; and certainly, as he lent me above three thonsand feuics to 
play with at the table, it looks rather more like his act than that of a pa£ed 






Have yon got tibo monByP' uioBd Trvfvdom, dri]^. 
Yes,"flsidl; ''botwfftamlyyoaaietheHioirtnnbefaviq^ 
I am gnite li^py that I hsre yet in mypoBseosion'two ci^nQiill^iekK^, 
for, I sappoB^ wiHuont fSum, yaa woold scsroely credit me." I hen opoed 
my pooket-book, and prodmedthB notes. 

He ifxk them, examined tiion attentively fop an instant, hsM themhetveea 
him and the lig^ refolded them, andylumng pboed them in my pocket^ 
said, " I though as niiicb--4hQyaKe.fQigerieB." 

" Hold \" said I ; ''my cousin Guy, whatever wildneas he may fasTe eoD- 
mitted, is yet totally ind^aHe of — " 

" I nerer asid the oontrary," replied Trevanion, in the same dry tons 
before. 

" Then what can yon mean, for I see no altematife ^tween Ikt and 
totally disereditmg the evidenee of my eenaes ?" 

""FahspB I can soggeat a middle eoone,'' said Trevanion; "knd me, 
therefore, a patient hearing for a few moments, and I may be aUe to tintnr 
aome li^t upon this difficult matter. You may never have heard tbt there 
is, in this same city of Paris, a person so extremely Uka your oonain Gof, 
that his most intimate friends have daily mistaken one for the other, and iJiis 
mistake has the more often been made, from the oiioomataBees of their both 
being in the habit of freqnenting theaame daas in sooiety> where, inoving 
and walking with the same people, the difiSbOoltyof discriminadiig has been 
greatly increased. This individna], who has too many aliases for one to 
know which to particolarise him by, is one of that numerous order (tf beings 
whicli a higb state of civilisation is always engendering and throwing up OQ 
the surface of society; he is a man of low faurtii and mean eonaeziraB, l»t 
gifted with most taking manneze and an unexceptionable addressand appesr- 
ance. These advantages^ and thepossesaion of i^rpaven^independentineaB, 
have' opened to him ihe aoeess to a eertain^aet of people, wk) are wellbifleB 
and well reeeived inaociety, and obtained for him, what he prizes smdmci^ 
the admission into several dubs where high play is oazried on. In tins md 
aMflimhlqge^' which sporting luduts aiidgamh]ing(ihat giind Je?eliler()faQ 
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ffistmotioiB) htm Inovglit togeflieT,iiDs mnand ^^mr oonsbi Chqrmot'.fiKk 
loeaarfJy, wbA, fram the wtittant aJliwiwi to tiie ivoDdBifiil iwCiinhkniflB 1m- 

tween tiiem, your ecoentiio oomdi), who, I must say, was nerttt too seteot in 
\oB aoQiiaiiitBiiDGB, freoiiioiidy « ^"» i M*i ^ K4m«Aif hy nnotnil ink flff n iwt i 'his 

m^tm^^ ^^>^y^^ ^^^^^m^t^t^r^^^K^^^r^^m^m ^m^ ^^r^H~^^v^v^^^>^^K|^ ^^^m^t^^^^^^r^^^^m ^^^i^^p^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^r ^^^^^i^^^^P^^W^^^i^ ^^^^^^BI^W ^■■•^^^^•^ ^i^i^w^ 

biends, whieh seoml eiall more'to nartoxe tks intimuy'lbctween tiian ; aid, 
grom this hahit, Mr. Bndlay Monwood, for sooh is hk kteat psizonymie, 
iniist hare eijoyed&eqiiait opportimiiifSB of hatdDgTsxath cf your funilyand 
rdatiaDB^aapeaasof iafoniiationiieiuiferiiegleetedfthoii^ 
it mjght i^pear not bo immediatdy applioable to his pnrpoaee. Haw, this 
sum, who knows of overynowBiiglJiih anivsl in Paiis, with aBouichcerteiiity 
as the pdne itself, would at once be aware of yoor being hoe, aadhafing 
leaned from Gny how litde interotnuse there had been of kite yens between 
you, would not kt slip an opportinuty of availing hinualf of titelikBuess^Jf 
emy&ing could ijmeby turn to his profit." 

" 8t(^ V* oried I; '^yoa have opened my eyes oompletely, ior now I^xe- 
member that, as I oosiiimied to win last night, tiw man, who was playing 
hazard atanotfaer taUse, oonatandy bonowed fimmme, but aLways in gold, in- 
vsriablyrefiuing the bank-notes as too high for his game." 

"There his obieatwas clear enough; for, besides obtaining lonrgoLd, he 

made yoa tim mfaam ntf HiMwmniaimg hi» faW. Mlitia A iam^ma" 

" So that I hanre been aotoally playing and winning upon this fellow's for- 
genes/' said I; " and am perhaps at this very instant ioscnbed in. the ^lane 
noir' of tbepdlne as a most acoomplished swindler ; but what could be the 
intention of his note this morning f" 

"Ab to that,*' aaid Trevanion, ''itishardto say; one thing you may as- 
sTuedlyroLyupoifc— itisnot aa unneoessary epistie, whateyer be its object; 
he never wastes his powder when the game flies too high ; so we mnst only 
w^t patieidly for the unravehnent of his phms, satisfied tiiat we, at least, 
lEnow sometfaiDg. What most surprises me is, his venturing, at present, to 
appear in public ; for it is not above two monlhs since an 'escapade' of his 
attracted so mudi attention in the play world here, that he was obliged to 
Iea?e, and it was supposed that he would never retmn to Paris/' 

" One piece of good fortune there is at least," said I, "which, lean safely 
^> lepays me for any and all the annoyance this unhappy affiiir may cause 
^c; it is, timt my poor dd uncle is still alive and wen. Not all my aatioi- 
P^^ pleasures, in newly acquired wealth, could have afforded uetitesame 
SNsfieation that this £aftt does, for, althoiigh never so much his finrouriiB as 
^7 oousm, yet tiie sense of protection— the feeling of c(mfidonoe, which is in- 
Bcpuable from the degree of rebiionship between us-nrtanding, as hehas 
^^et done, in the light of a father to me, is infinitely more pleasoiaible {hah 
^6 possession of riches, which must ever suggest to me the recollection of a 
^ friend lost to me for ever. But so many thoughts press on me-so 
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mnj effects of this aflSur an etaiing me in the fine— I reaUy laixm 

WKY totoni, nor can I even collect my ideas snfBciei^y to detennine vbatis 

first to be done." 

" Leave all that to me," said Treramon; " it is a tangled web, bat I think 
I can nnrayel it ; meanwhile, where does the captain reside P for, among all 
TDor pressing engagements, this affair with the Frenchman must come off 
first; and for this reason, although yon are not reaUy obliged to give him sir 
tisfiMtion, by his merely prodocing yonr card, and insisting that yon are to be 
responsible for the misdeeds of any one who might show it as his own ad- 
dress, yet I look npon it as a most fortunate thing, while charges so heavy 
miqr be at this moment hanging over your head, as the proceedings of last 
nigjit invohre, that you haye a public opportunity of meeting an antagonist m 
the field— thereby evincing no fear of publicity, nor any intoition of tisaooDd- 
ing; for be assured that the police are at this moment in possession of what has 
occurred, and from the fracas which followed, are well disposed to regaidthe 
whole as aoonoerted scheme to seize upon the property of the iangwe, tknn/t 
unoommon wind-up here when luck fails. My advice is, therefore, meet the 
man at once; I shall take care that the Prefect is informed that you haye been 
imposed upon by a person passing himself off as your relative, and enter hail 
for your appearance, whenever you are called upon ; that being done, we shaS 
have time for a moment's respite to look around us, and consider the other 
bearings of this difficult business." 

''Here, then, is the card of address," said I; "Eugene de Jancomt, 
CSapitaine de Gavaleiie, No. 8, Chauss^ d'Antin." 

** De Jonoourt ! why, confound it, this is not so pleasant ; he is about the 
best shot in Paris, and a very steady swordsman besides. I don't like Has" 

" But you forget he is the friend, not the principal here." 

''The more good fortune yours," said Trevanion, drily; ''forlacbov- 
ledge I should not give much for your chance at twenty paces opposite his 
pistol; then, who is the other P" 

" Le Baron d'Haulpenne," said I, " and his name is all that I knor of 
him ; his very appearance is unknown to me." 

" I believe I am acquainted with him," said Trevanion ; ''but here ve are 
at Meurice's. Now I shall just write a few lines to a legal friend, who will 
manage to liberate Mr. O'Leary, whose services we shall need— two persons 
are usual on each side in this ooimtry— and then, ' to business.' " 

The note written and despatcl^pi, Trevanion jumped into a cab, and set 
oat for the Ghanssde d'Antin ; leaving me. to think over, as well as Icndil 
•the mass of trouble and confusion in which twenty-four .hours <tf life ia Bsia 
had involved me. 
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CHAPTER XXXTT. 

EXPLANATiaEr. 

« 

It was past seren o'clock when Treyaziion made his appearance, aooompa- 
nied by C^Leary ; and having in a few words informed me that a meeting was 
iixed for the following morning near St. Cloud, proposed that we shonld at 
once go to dinner at Y6ry's, after which we shonld have plenty of time to 
discuss the various steps to be taken. As we were leaving the hotel for this 
purpose, a waiter requested of me to permit Mr. Meurice to speak a few 
AFords to me ; which, having agreed to, I entered the little bureau where this 
Czar of Hotc^ sits enthroned, and what was my surprise t6 leam the request 
lie had to prefer was nothing less than that I would so far oblige him as to vacate 
the apartment I possessed in the hotel, adding that my complianoe would 
confer upon him the power to accommodate a " Milord,'' who had written for 
apartments, and was coming with a large suite of servants. Suspecting that 
some romour of the late affair at Ibrascati's mig]}t have influenced my Mend 
Meuiice in this unusual demand, I abruptly refused, and was about to tom 
away, when he, perhaps, g^uessing that I had not believed his statements, 
handed me an open letter, saying, " You see, sir, this is the letter ; and, as I 
am so pressed for spare room, I must now refuse the writer." 

As my eye glanced at the writing, I started backwith amazement to perceive 
it was in my cousin Guy's hand, requesting that apartments might be retained 
for Sir Guy Lorrequer, my uncle, who was to arrive in Paris by the end of the 
week. If any doubt had remained on my mind as to the deception I had been 
duped by, this would completely have dispelled it, but I had long before been 
convinced of the trick, and only wondered how the fidse Guy— Mr. Dudley 
Morewood— had contrived to present himself to me so opportunely, and by 
what means, in so short a space of time, he had become acquainted with my 
personal appearance. 

As I mentioned this circumstance of the letter to Trevanion, he could not 
conceal his satisfaction at his sagacity in unravelling the mystery, while this 
new intelligence confirmed the justness and accuracy of all his explanations. 

As we walked along towards the Palais Eoyal, Trevanion endeavoured, not 
very successfully, to explain to my friend OTjeary the nature of the trick 
which had been practised, promising, at another thne, some revelations con* 
ceming the accomplished individual who had planned it, which in boldness 
and diujng eclipsed even this. 

Any one who in waking has had the confused memory of a dream in which 
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events have been so mingled and mixed as to present no nnifoim nanatiTe, 
but only a mass of strange and incongruous occurrences, without object oi 
connexion, may form some notion of the state of restless excitement my biak 
suffered from, as the many and oonflictiug ideas my late adyentures suggested, 
presented themselves to my mind in rapid succession. 

The g^are, the noise, and the ciafcterof a Trench ca£€ are certainly not ik 
agents most in request for restoring a man to the enjoyment of his emog 
faculties ; and, if I felt addled and confused before, I had scarcely passed the 
jliiwhuiM of Y6ry'B when I becane Abaokdiely 1^ one in a tranoe. The 
bBgtmtkaiwwimtaeihtiaLwmtiifistvwAedf and it m with difficulty that ve 
sbtaiBfid a phoe at a taibfe witam jome <ytber Sbglish wese seated, amosg 
whom I M o c ff M ie d xof lately made aequ ftrnt a n en, Mr. Edward Biaghaan. 

JiXoepAmg a enp (oieoSto, I had token sathiog the entire d^y, and so com- 
fikate^ did my antiTftiM of difEBKearii Idnds flmbdmeaU. 9^g^iak/e^ that the most 
gagpagite viaada^f tihii wdlAnowm'" JBrrfiHwwf* did net m theJeast tea^ 
ncL ThechaiBBiMgiie akna hadaoayaittntttionlQciDB; ai^ 
■^^oMnBM of thewMM^ I dtank onpioaijy. Xhiswas aU tliatwasiraDtisg 
^i tsompleteihe waddfiiimg oanfoaionof my brain, and the effeot wasisstu- 
tnettoa; tin lifi^ daaoed befoire B^ ^fDi ; the fau9^ 
fl« aeattond ^EagnMBta of oiDivBrntk^ 

(bo km, 84MW not Fety inaoeuate oonoeiption of what iasaid;^ m^^ k 
BalitioB and litecatim^ Mmcaii booda and NoUef a logi^ Fdiei ie pedrem 
aid the^iMUHiitiiie law% the tacMne gmeie and the Bouieite^ Yietor Hagoad 
&i^'«^i\^,had fosmed a speoiescf grasd SMM^PsaUom m my fevered 
brain, and I was pediBotly beaide mfseilf ; <oocasioBaii]y, toc^ I would xeveit to 
aay owb flmwflnw^ althoagh 1 waa aoaicelyaUe to lottow lap aqy tiaiiL of 
thoogUi lor mflBB thaa a lew wooeads iogetifeei; and tota&y inadequaiie todu- 
tngaiah the false j&om the 4ne. lodntinwvd to^wfaiiid theawaiterieit 
inth Bqr ooBsii^ and winder how ^y yeor iBkol^ ior whom I «^ 
«a the ikepert momsiiMg; cobM poBsihly think of dn^^ 
inga. Of mydaeliorthemomiiylhadthejaoatAadowyiecQllB^^ 
Miuld not peifeotly oompnphnnd whether it wasCLeaiy or m^yedf was tk 
jHinng a l , aau^ indeec^ eased hot JitUe. Ir this happy atate of indfpRndmt 
existence I must have passed a considerable time^ and as aqr total siknoe 
vhen apokfu t(^ w agr inriewnt anaweni^ afpeaied to haaw iued out my 

JlOWpMMQnBj ih^ Iwft anA in tiif «^yy^.^yy|y^|4p^ flpjn jmpi^ iaf aay own. j^fiaBPt 

imaginings. 

''Do yoahear;IjQ]xegiie^''at]aatMiiTre¥aDkaL; ''axe jnoaaskeftmy 
dearfiaendP Thja gwariffpan ]iy, j^p^t good cnoi>gh to iiTit^ vr *" h«^fMt 
tcMBOirov at St CQbud.'* 

I looked iq^ and was just able to BBOQi^iiae thewdl4iaBaDedauBtaduoof 
Mr. Edward Bingham, as he stood mumbling muft^iiaqf befiwa jaa. ""^ 
Caofod— whatof St. CaondraaidL 
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" We hurt somflthing in ihat qtuxter ixhmxxnm" 

"WhatiSTt,(yLaajf CanwegoP" 

" Oh ! oertamly. Our engagememfc is aa early one." 

'' We shall aooept your polite invitation with pleasure " 

Hiero he stooped oyer, sad whispered something in my ear ; whst, I oaimot 
say; hot I know that my reply, now egnaUy lost to me, produced a hearty it 
pflanghJBg to my two fnends. 

Hy nest recolleotion is^ fboding myself in a Gtrowded box at t^^ It 

seems that O'Leaiy had acceded to a proposal from some of tiie other par^ 
to accompany them to the Porte St. Martin, where !Mx8. Bingham and her 
daughter had engaged a hoL Amid aU the oonfosion which troubled 
thoughts and wane produced in me, I could not help perceiTing a studied 
pohteneas and asttention en the part of "Mx. Edward Bingham towards me ; 
and my first sobeiing reflection oame^ on finding that a phioe was reserved liar 
me beside Miss .Bingham, into whioh, by some contiivance I can in no wise 
explain, I found n^yself almost immediately installed. To aU theexoitemeiits 
of diampagne and puncl^ let the attractions of a Erench ballet be added, and 
with a aingalacly pretty <JOmpanion at your side, to whom you haye already 
made soffident advances to be' aware that you are no longer indifferrat to her, 
and I venture to inediot that it is meoch more likely your conversation will 
iBGlinB to fiirthig than political economy; and, moreover, tludryou make more 
progress during the performance <Kf one soMglepaede deux upon the stage, 
than you have hitherto 4one in ten msamg calls, with an uneKoeptionaUe 
whisker, and the best fitting gloves in Paris, Alas ! alas ! it is only the lich 
man that «fver wins at wmgeei noir. The well-insured Indiamaii, with her 
caigo of mfllioBS, comes sale into port ^ while the whole venture of some 
hardy veteran of the wave founders within .sight of has native shore. So is 
it ever; where sneoess woobd lie ^ and everything, it never cemes ; but only 
beiDdifibNut oriKiganQes^raad loiiiufe is at yoiv Iset,, siiiig and impkong 
your acceptance of her favours. What would I not have given for one haJf of 
that soliottude now so kind]y eigseessed in my lvro«r by Miss Bingham, if 
^Uahled liy the lips of Lady Jane Oalloi^y ! Eow would my heart have 
throbbed ibr one light smfle from en^ while lungratelirilybadBed in the 01^^ 
avowed prefiorenoecf the other J S^ese were siy first thragihts—irhat were 
the succeeding ones P 

*' £Ife eat tr^ bien r said a ]^Kiiohw««an, toztting Too^ 
tons, and diwctJag at tiwaame moment the gyea of a mnstachioed. hero upon 
ay lair companion. 

What a team i» n^y tfaMc^ did liu «Bexpeoted ^ja0i^^ 
I now began to consider her more attentively, and certainly conoaned fidly 
intheErenchwomau'syeidiot Ihad^ievereeen her leek Ufso well before. 
The grwrii tote in her ieatuFes^ wMoh were most ckssica^ 
iMOBtfi^ and nufoin ehaHKte 4xf thfik «qpmaM N«#tiuim^pi|e 

b2 



244 HABRY LORBEQUEB. 

changed. Her cheek im slightly flushed, aaid her eyes more brilliant thiii 
ever; while her slightly parted lips gave a degree of speaking earnestness to 
her expression, that made her perfectly beantifal. 

Whether it was from this canse I cannot say, but I certainly never felt so 
suddenly decided in my life from one conrse to its yeiy opposite, as I sow 
did to pay attention to my lovely companion. And here, I fear, I must ac- 
knowledge, in the honesty of these confessional details, that vanity had abo 
its share in the decision. To be the admitted and prefenred suitor of the 
prettiest woman in company, is generally a strong inducement to M despe- 
rately in lore with her, independently of other temptations for so doing. 

How hr my successes tallied with my good intentions in this respeet, I 
cannot now say. I only remember, that more than once (yLeaiy whispoed 
to me something like a caution of some sort or other ; but Emily's enoonrag- 
ing smiles and still more encouraging speeches, had far more effect upon me 
than all the eloquence of the united service, had it been engaged in mybehsl^ 
would have effected. Mrs. Bingham, too— who, to do her justice, seemed 
but little cognisant of our proceedings— from time to time evinced that 
species of motherly satisfaction which fvyy young men rejoioe mudi in, and 
dder ones are considerably alarmed at. 

The play over, (yLeary charged^ himself with the protection of madam; 
while I enyeloped Emily in her shawl, and drew her aim within my own 
What my hand had to do with hers I know not; it remains one of thennei- 
plained difficulties of that erentfol evening. I have, it is true, a hasy recol- 
lection of pressing some very taper and delicatdy-formed finger; and lemem- 
ber, too, the pain I felt next morning on awaldng, by the pressure of atoo 
tight ring, which had, by some strange accident, found its way to my finger, 
for which its size was but ill adapted. 

' *' You will join us at supper, I hope," said Mrs. Bingjiam, as TrevanKii 
handed her to her carriage. '' Mr. Lonequer, Mr. CyLeaiy, we shall expect 
you." 

I was about to promise to do so, when Trevanion suddenly inteirapted 
me, saying that he had already accepted an invitation, which would, unfor- 
tunately, prevent us ; and having hastily wished the ladies good la^t, hur- 
ried me away so abruptly, that I had not a moment given for even one partii^ 
look at the fur Emily. 

"Why, Trevanion," said I, "what invitation are you dreaming of? 1, for 
one, should have been delighted to have gone home with the Bin^iams." 

•' So I perceiyed," said Trevinion, gravely; "and it was for that precise 
reason I so firmly refused what, individually, I might have been most happ7 
to accept." 

" Then, pray, have the goodness to explain ** 

" It is easily done. You have already, in reooimting your manifold eoibir* 
Tassments, told me enough of these people, to let me see that thfigr intend 7*^ 
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should marry among them; and, indeed, you have gone quite far enough to 
encourage such an expectation. Your present excited state has led you suffi- 
ciently &r this evening, and I could not answer for your not proposing in all 
fonn before the supper was over; therefore, I had no other course open to 
me than positively to refuse Mrs. Bingham's invitation. But here we are 
now at the 'Gadran Eouge ;' we shall have our bbster and a glass of Moselle, 
and then to bed, for we must not forget that we are to be at St. Cloud by 
seven." 

''Ah ! that is a good thought of yours about the lobster," said O'Leary ; 
" and now, as you understand these matters, just order supper, and let us 
engoy ourselves." 

With all the accustomed despatch of a restaurant, a most appetising littie 
supper made its speedy appearance ; and although now pexfectiy divested of 
the high excitement which had hitherto possessed me, my spirits were excel- 
lent, and I never more relished our good fare and good fdlowship. 

After a full bumper to the health of the fair Emily had been proposed and 
dnuned by all three, Trevanion again explained how much more serious diffi- 
culty would result from any false step in that quarter, than from all other 
scrapes collectively. 

This he represented so strongly, that for the first time I began to perceive 
the tram of ill consequences that must inevitably result, and promised most 
faithfully to be guided by any counsel he might feel disposed to give me. 

'* Ah!' what a pity," said O'Leary, "it' is not my case. It's very little 
trouble it would cost any one to break off a match for me, I had always a 
most peculiar talent for those things." 

"Indeed!" said Trevanion. "Pray, may we know your secret P for, per- 
haps, ere hqig we may have occasion for its employment." 

" Tell ii^ 1^ all means," said I. 

*'If Idp," said O'Leary, "it will cost you a patient hearing; for my ex- 
P^enoes are connected with two ^isodes in my early life, wUch, although 
oot veiy amusing, are certainly instructive." 

"Oh 1 by all means let us hear them," said Trevanion ; " for we have yet 
two bottles of Chambertm left, and must finish them ere we part." 

" Well, agreed," said O'Lcfury ; " only, once for all, as what I am about to 
confide is strictly confidential, you must promise never even to allude to it 
hereafter in even the most remote manner, much less indulge in any un- 
seemly mirth at what I shall relate." 

Having pledged ourselves to secrecy and a becoming seriousness, O'Leary 
^^^Ssa hiB story as follows. 
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CEAfTSE. XSXHL. 

MB. 0*tXABT*S FZB8T LOTS. 

'*£rwa»diinxigthe Tiooofdl^ of tin kto "Doka q£ SiefaaiaBd tliflt ib 

iBcidienls I am about to menlDbn^took plaos-. That w». & feir yoKA anc^ad 
I was rather younger, and a little more partdcokr about m}( droa^liittB: ifc 
piefient."' QmtiieHttto nuDtiirswa ealnt g^mmof aaiaa&o^^ 
nncoatit habOimeiijhB^ tiiat neadf madj^uB foBgot onr oompast^ uml ImsifcqBt- 
right. " WeH, ixr thosa wiM aod headbtnnig days- (i£ youidbfiil aidoiiiv IM 
in love— desperabely m lo«e-~eiid as ahmya is» I bdieice^ tiifi* owe w&. mt 
eariy ezperiments in tiiat tmlbrinuiato passioi^ the- oiijeot <d my aflbofcunins 
in erery way nnsiuted to me. ^e ii»& a taU^ dadc-IiidEedi dock-^yodiiDaidav 
with a romantie niiaginatioiii, aatd a kind of a balf-eraBed yoB^iBsanm, M 
often made me fear for her intellect. I'm a short, rather £Ki^— I was afan|s 
given this way^— here he patted a waistcoab that would! fit BaaieL ImM- 
^ happy-minded little Mow, that Hked my supper of oysteia at ilie Bgea- 
honsoj and my other creatare-oomforts^ and hated oTSiythingp tlttt esatedm 
putmeout of my way, jnst asIwooIdhsfehatedablisteB. Thfin,.tlttdBnl 
would have it— for as c^teddy as maKEiages are made in heaxeo^ ffiriatkas 
have something to say to the other placo>— 4ihat I shonM fall most ioBtaasr* 
ably in love ipnth Lady Agnes Mosetoo* Sless my sonl; it abaolutdrpnis me 
in a perspiration this hot dliy, jvst ta think ofi»- all I went thzoogh oaltt 
account; for, strange to say, the more I appeared' to. prosper ia her good 
graces, l&e more did sho exact on my part; the pnnniit was lika JM's 
ladder—if it did lead to heaven i% waa eertaiidy an? awftiBy long jonnug^ nd 
yery hard on one's legs. There was not anamnaemont i^ ooidil think q4 bo 
matter how nnsnited to my tastes or my^ abiiitiesi that sho4id) not hnmfldiiii^ 
take a violent fancy to; and l&en these was no escaping; and' H was.at onoe 
obliged to go with the tidiB, and Heaven knowa if it wonid not haxe^eaded 
me to my grave if it were not for the fi>rtttBate (I now calj^it) aoddfinttint 
broke off the affidr for ever ! One time she took a ftncy lbs yaditing^ aoctafi 
the danglers about her — and she always had a cordon of t^m^-yoong aubif 
de-camp of herfetitert^ general, and idle hussars, in dbaldng'sallEetasGbes 
and most absurd mustachios— all approved of the taster, and' so kept Wa% 
her mind with anecdotes of corsairs and smugglers, that at last nothing wonid 
satisfy her till I— Zi who always would rather have waited for low water, and 
waded the Liffey in all its black mud, than cross over in the ferry-boat, ^ 
fear of sickness— /was obliged to put an advertisement in the newspaper for 
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aplfiHBVfttaiii, aiiii,Be£Qve iiunc weifc^ smm m^agM owiiBrof » cfinkeE-boilt 
sclioonfir, of forty-eight tons, that by some mockery of fortnne-imi eatted 'QEhe 
Ddig^' Iwidi yoa. saw ma; as yos migM iHife dbnr eveiy mftwiiii gp for 
tSbaat ^maadiih^ as I stootk ok th& Cnstonii^boawiqiiug^ giviiig OEcbra Ivtiift 
ontfit of the little craft. At first, as she bobbed awl pitidieii yn&i thv floacU 
tide, I usfid to be a litide ^ddr andliatiHr quahmah,^ lot ait last I hsaiattd' to 
look. OS without my" had leebig^ i began to faney^H^adf veoy miah oi a 
sailor, a delusion considerably enooasaged bf &lBige hinff jadEB^L and a sonf- 
weatei;.bQth of "widch, theiigkit MeaaiBthe-dDp 

weodog;. aayingllookcd maitt Iflce Diik HattBandd^ whot I iBidBrafaiod».'wa8 
one of h«r£naimt& heroes, in Walte Scott. In fisnt^ afiber ahar snggeated 
^dsy abe and all her fidenda eaUed me nothing bat ' "DiskJ! 

'* Weit at last, aftearBoaronkSiDira how^many exxsnasson mj pant, and en- 
treaties for delaiy^sfr day was a^aintedfosoiirfinriiexamnk^ lahailnavar 
forget that dagr— the antDDB ni^ befoe it I did not. ekse my eyas ; tha 
skipper hadtold m^ inhis confounded aaaijaigoii^ that if tha-wmdvas in oma 
quarter we should have a short tossing sea ; and i£ in auitihflr, a long-mUiag 
swell ; and if ina thicd,. & happy niiion of both— in fiEiot^ he made it ont that 
it could not paasibly blaw night, an opiniait I mostheactily coincided in^ and 
most deYOutly did I pray for a cahn, that wonld not permit of onr atiKzuig 
from oni maofrinfips^ and thns: man our piej^oted party of pleasnos. My prayer 
was unheard, but my hopes rose on the othar hand^Jbc it blew toemendonsly 
' daring the entire nighty and althoogh there was a lull towards morning, the 
sea^ even in the nyer^. waa considerable. 

" I hadjnst come to the Gondnsicm. that I was safe for this tune^^ whesn. the 
mate pakedhis head into the iQom and said. 

" ' Mr. Brail wishes to know,, suv if he'll bend the new maiiiaail. to-day, as 
if s blowing rather &esh, and he thinks the spars light.' 

" 'Why, the devil take him, he would not have us go out in a hnnicane ; 
surely, P^es^ we could not take out ladies to^iay ?' 

" ' Oh, bless your heart, yes, sir ; it blows a bit to be sure, but she's a good 
searboat,. and we can run for Aikbwror the Hook,. i£ it comes fresher.' 

** 'Oli^ nonsense,, there's no pleasure in that ; besides, Ym, sure they won't 
like it— the ladies won't venture,. yon'U see.' 

" ' Ay,, sir^ but they're all on board a'ready : there's eight ladies in the cabii^ 
and six on deGk,.and as many hampers of victuals and as nmch crockery as ii 
we wese a goin' to Madeira. Captain Grantham, sir, the soldier officer, with 
the big beardt is a.mixing punch in the giog-tab.' 

"'Irom the consequences of this day I proclaim myself innocent,' said 
\ with a solemn yoice, as I drew^ on my dnck trousers; and prepared to set 
out. 

" 'And the Tn«iTisoi.i1^ air,' said the mate,, not understanding what I 
8aid« 
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** '1 can not which,' said I, doggedly; 'act or part; in this wilM proceed- 
ing I'U not take/ ; 

" ' Aj, ay, sir/ said the stupid wretch ; ' then Til say you're a coming, and 
he may stretch the krge canvas; for the skipper says he likes a wet jacbt 
when he has gentlemen out.* 

*' Neyer did a yictim put on a flame^nbured garment, the emUem of fate, 
and set out on the maxcL of death, with a heavier heart than did I put onm; 
pilot-coat that morning to join my Mends. 

'* My last hope deserted me as I saw the littb vessel lying beside the quay; 
for I continued to trust that in getting out from the dock some acddent or 
mischance might occur to spoil our sport. But no ; there she lay, roIliiigaDd 
pitching in such a way that, even at andior, they could not stand on the ded 
without holding. Amid the toirent of compliments for the perfection of all 
my anaogements, and innumerable sweet things on my taste in the deoontign 
and fitting up of my cabin, I scarcely felt myself afloat for some minutes, and 
we got under weigh amid a noise and uproar that absohitely prevented the 
possibiUty of reflection. 

'' Hitherto our destination had not been mentioned, and as all the par^ 
appealed to Lady Agnes, I could not be less gallant, and joined th«n inlkii 
request. 

" 'Well, then, what do you think of Lambayf said she, lookingatthe 
same moment towards the skipper. 

'' 'We can make it, my kdy,' said the man; ' but we'll hare a rongliiali 
sea of it, for there's a strong point of westward in the wind.' 

" ' Then don't think of it,' said L ' We have come out for pleasuie, not to 
make our friends sick, or tenify them. It does very well for us mezt' 

" 'There you are, Dirk, with your insolent sneers about women's nerves 
and female cowardice. Now, noth^ but Lambay will content me— what say 
you, ladies P' 

" A general reply of approval met this speech, and it was carried by accla- 
mation. 

" ' Lambay then be it,' said I, with the voice of a man who, entieatiiig to 
be shot, is informed that he cannot be afforded that pleasure, as his sentence 
is to be hanged. But I must hasten over these painful recollections. We 
dropped down the river, and soon left the lighthouse and its long pier behind 
us, the mast bending like a whip, and the sea boiling like barm over the lee 
gunwale. Still the spirit of our party only rose the lighter, and nothing but 
eulogies upon the trim and sailing of the craft resounded on all sides ; the dk 
and buzz of the conversation went on only more loudly and less restrictecDy 
than if the party had been on shore, and all, even myself, seemed happy; &' 
up to this moment I had not been sea-sick, yet certain treacherous sensatiODS, 
that alternately evinced themselves in my stomach and my head, warned oe 
of what was in store for me. The word was now given to tack; I was m^e 
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act of easaying a soft speech to Lady Agnes, wlien the confounded cry of 
' Bjeady abont, starboard there, let go sheets and tacks, stand by, hanL' The 
vessel plunged head-foremost into the boiling sea^ which hissed on either 
bow ; the heavy boom swung over, carrying my hat along with it — and ahnost 
my head too. The rest of the party, possibly better informed than myself, 
speedily changed their places to the opposite side of the boat, while I re- 
mained holding on, fast, by the gonwale, till the sea rushing over what was 
now become the lee side, carried me head over heela into the shingle ballast 
in the waist. Lord, how they did laugh ! Agnes, too, who never before conld 
get beyond a very hint smile, grew almost hysterical at my performance. As 
for me, I only wanted this to complete my long-threatened misf ortone ; sea- 
sickness, in an its most miserable forms, set in upon me, and, ere half an 
hour, I lay upon that heap of small stones, as indifferent to all around and 
about me as though I were dead. Oh, the long, dreary hours of that melan- 
choly day; it seemed like a year. They tacked and tacked, they wore-— beat 
—and tacked again, the sea washing over me, and the rufSanly sailors 
trampling upon me without the slightest remorse, whenerer they had any oc- 
casum to pass back or forward. From my kmg trance of suffering I was partly 
roused by the steward shaking my shoulder, saying, 

" ' The gentlemen wish to know, sir, if you'd like sum'at to eat, as they're 
a goin' to have a morsel ; we are getting into slack water now/ 

" * Where are we P' I replied, in a sepulchral voice. 

'"Off the Hook, sir; we have had a most splendid run, but I fear we'U 
catch it soon; there's some dirty weather to the westward.' 

" * Qod grant it !' said I, piously, and in a low tone. 
' Did you say you'd have a bit to eat, sir ?' 

' No !— eat !— am I a cannibal P— -eat--t^ away— mark me, my good fellow, 
I'll pay you your wages, if ever we get ashore ; you'll never set another foot 
aboard with me.' 

" The man looked perfectly astounded as he moved away, and my thoughts 
were soon engrossed by the proceedings near me. The rattle of knives, and 
the jin^^ling of pktes and glasses, went on very briskly for some time, accom- 
panied by various pleasant observations of my guests, for such I judged 
them, from the mirth which ever followed them. At last I thought I heard 
my name, or at least what they pleased to use as its substitute, mentioned; 
I strained my ears to listen, mi learnt that they were pretending to plan a 
run over to Cowes, and see the regatta. This they discussed then, for about 
twenty minutes, in a very loud voice, purposely to see its effects upon me ; 
but, as I was now aware of the trick, I gave no sign of any intelligence. 

" 'Poor Dirk,' said Grantham; 'I believe by this time he cares very little 
which way her head lies ; but here comes something better than all our dis- 
cussions. Lady Agnes, sit here— Miss Pelham, here's a dry cushion for you 
—did you say a wing. Lady Mary P' 
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"^ Now 1^011 tii90nudl and dhtbor of dinuor; tiHynp^g;aB oodBpoppoi^ 
glaflaevrmgiDg, maStsil^ltaipocnB»wimbAiue oi ktme^ miiaai'MAidD- 
ocmsaBkBmBeBaaMBimiBtL BofrtlleydbA kni^ aul cat, ai; and dink 
too. G/B^pimflkseaBmitoliavvito-fliuwtafl^liH; aadltavlwii^ I ooiddp» 
eem Ifhe Toioes of tile moit gww gnduflT^loadBr, anot cKaooveiad tint tvo 
gCDtlfime& w&o Ikad teon icmflricaihly tiHiid' fit lilo awirniiig; and acaradtf 
opQiifld'1i&ieirfip% wen Bowxailnr viuoaiiuttd^ gifeii» aaidon&epanp i B p owd 

to SID^. 

* 'Ifsnyman^'^tlkoiiglitl Srareto Io(^ for aainataDtattitelittieaoaneiuv 
enad^ here, ithaA a moral mig^t he leap tram it; talk of the baae iagntt^ 
tilde of tito world, yoQcaoiiotaagr too moch of it. Who would niypQaa thai 
it waa My hooO l^eao peopfe were aaaemhled in; that it was- «y thawiwgTW 
theae people wevedm^ing; Iftat My Temaon: and Mypht oaa ntawewfedBng 
those lips, which rave^ 8p<^ exoept to laiae a jest at my^aacponaar M7 
ehagiin increaaed my aidattes, and my^ Bicknaaa ledoobled nqi^ ehagriiL 
'Mr. Brafl,' said 1, in alow whiapeF— *]fr. BiraiL' 

"'IMyoitspeaft, flirP aaidhe^ with alKmtaa modi anxpdae in hbioaBBB 
aa thongh he hadbeen addieased % a corpse. 

"'Mr. Brail,' said I, ' ia there any danger hose P 

** *IiordIove yon, no, air, abtTs walking Spanid, and tiio^aea going down; 
we shall haye brely wraiher, and they're all enjoying it^ m, — the ladiea' 

" ' So I peroeiye,' said I, with a groan*—' so Ipercesvo'; hat, Mb Brail, 
oodM yon do nothing^-jnatto—to-HEriavile tika^ 

Just ship a heavy sea or two, I don't eare-for a little danuige^ Mir. 'Qnik and 
if it were to wash oyer i^ dinner service,, and all the wine, I aiunild not like 
it worse.' 

^Why, si^ yon are getting quite fiumy ; Idie sieknea^is going.'' 
No, Mr. Bra3, worse than ever; my head ia hi two pieoea, ani nqf 
stomach in the back of my month ; but I should like yon to do-thia— m jiat 
manage it, wffl' yon; and there'll twenty ponnds inmypoGket4x)Qh;yofacan 
have it ; there now, won't yon oblige me P Andhaik ye^' Mr. Rnilr-if Oi^ 
tain Grantham were to be washed oyer by mere aoeidflnt it eannot be helped; 
aceideuta are always oocnxiing in boating parties. Gonow; yon know wbail 






as t' 



* Bnt, sir,^ began he. - 

^Well, lien, Mr. Brail, yon wonlH^very weiDr nowall I have to flsfis 
this : that tile moment I can fbd strengtii todo it, FU stave ont a plank; 10 
scuttle the yessel, that* s aU ; I hove made np my mihd( and looic to your- 
solves now.*^ 

** Saying these words, I again threw mys^ npon tiie ballaBt^ an^ ^ ^ 
gay chorus of a ^hinking^song was wafted across me, prayed dbvoatlyM 
we might all go down to the bottom. The song over; I heard ahaidiS) gnff 
yoioe mixing with the more civilised tones of the par^, and soon 
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ihat. MJLftMtliiMa rMwiaiiiig my jBopogat amid tto mott TuprowiQiifl ahanto 
oUnHgUmrleiwlBtanedtQ!. TIiflftMb]peda]iiiidlMBo£ pleasant siggttti^ 
for ma(iiita<» management;: one pBopoaiiig to ham me toed foe mniui}^ and 
sentenced to a dncking over the side ; another, that I should be tansd ooi 
017 huBk^ to '^liask latter most hjuBane netioa the iair Agnes sabsoBibedy 
araEDDg. thafe ^ems zoadved ii^au my dissendng my soboqnet of Birk Qat- 
teraick. JfrmraiiL was laow the master even of deadly aickoesa. I got 
a^ottimsrhnees^ aDdhaidBig^in.Tai& tned to reach my legs, I struggled a£L 
lathispoaiBHEe^cKdlieai^ thecpartar-deck. What my jntenldoa poeciaely 
vasiiLthisiflaumisifni^I ham no netion.o£ now^ but I hare some very fagne 
ide^thatlmeanfite.itt-acttheouiaeof Kehama upon the whole party. M 
lastlmnstenedstsaigthteoBe^hnt, abis! I had. scaioely reached the stand- 
ing position, when a tremendous heel of the boat to one aide threw me in 
tbe gmswa]^ and befiore I wae aUe to. aeoovec my balance^ & aeeond lurch 
pitcAfld me headlong- infa>ti» sea. I haye,, thank Qod^ no further racolleotion 
QfiQyiDiafi»tiines> WhaLlagaiabeeameooBscious^IfQusdmyBdfwiH^ped 
l^iAapilet-aeai^ wMe myebtheswere-dsying: Theyeaael waaatanchas 
in Weslbfi4 my attached friends had started fior town with post-hoiaefli 
leaving me no leas enred of love than aquatics. 

" 'The Delighlf passed over in a few daya to soma more £vKonxed son of 
Neptune, andl hid my shame and my nufl£Qrtimes by ayear's tour on the 
CoatJofiBt..'' 

" AUboQgJi lanknowlfidge/' said Tcevaniim, " that hitherto I haye reaped 
^ aid &Qsa Mr. O'ljMry's nacratnce,, yet I think it is not without a moraL" 

"^aQ, bni^" said; I, "he has got another adventure to tell us; we have 
quite time for it, so pxaf pasathe wine and 1st us ha^e it.'' 

'* i have^iist finished theBuj^gandy,''saidO'Ijeary»'*andi£yoa wittiing 

fi)ranotheB&ak;,Iha¥e na objection ta let you hearthftataryofmyfleoond 

low." 
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"' Xqu magr easily suppose," began Mr. O'Leary; " that the unhappy tenni* 
^^^Aaoaof my fisat passion sesred as a shield to me for a long time agaJdet my 
onfottimate tendencies towards the fidr; and such was really the case.. I 
^ever spoke to a young lady for three years after, without a reeling iamy 
"^ 8Q associated in my mind was love and sea-sickness. Hioweyer, at last, 
^^ivill not time dol It was about Ibur years from, the date of this advsn^ 
^^Vwhealbeoame so oblivious of my former failure as again to tenq^t my 
^"^^'Bne! My pzeaentchoio^ ill every way unlike tiiftlaBWwa8.ft gay, livete 
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girl, of great animal Bpiiits, and a considerable turn for raillery, that spued 
no one ; the members of her own family were not even sacred in her pyes; 
and her father, a reverend dean, as fireqnently figured among the kdicroasas 
his neighbours. 

'* The Erershams had been yery old friends of a rich annt of mine, iriio 
never, by-the-by, had condescended to notice me till I made their acqoaisi. 
ance ; but no sooner had I done so, than she sent for me, and gave me to 
imderstand that, in the event of my sncoeeding to the hand of Fanny Ever- 
sham, I should be her heir, and the possessor of about sixty thousand pounds. 
She did not stop here ; bat by canvassinfi^ the dean in my favour, speedily 
put the matter on a most favourable footing, and in less than two months I 
was received as the accepted suitor of the fair Fanny, then one of the leign- 
ing belles of Dublin. 

''They lived at this time about three miles from town^ in a veryptetty 
country, where I used to pass all my mornings, and many of my evenings too, 
in astate of happiness thatl should have consideredperfectjif it werenotfor 
two unhappy bbts — one, the taste of my betrothed for laughing at her 
friends ; another, the diabolical propensity to talk politics of my intended 
frkther-in-law. To the former I could submit ; but with the latter, submissioQ 
only made bad worse ; for he invariably drew up as I receded, dr3y ohsemng 
that with men who had no avowed opinions, it was ill agreeing ; or that, 
with persons who kept their politics as a schoolboy does his pocket4&Qney, 
never to spend, and always ready to change, it was unpleasant to dispuk 
Such taunts as these I submitted to as wdl as I might ; secretly resolTing 
that as I never knew the meaning of Whig and Tory, I'd contrive to spend 
my life, after marriage, out of the worthy dean's diocese. 

** Time wore on, and at length, to my most pressing solicitations, it ^ns 
conceded that a day for our marriage lAouId be appointed. Not even tile 
unlucky termination of this my second love affiur can deprive me of tiie 
happy souvenir of the few weeks whidi were to intervene before our destined 
union. 

*' The mornings were passed in ransacking all the shops ^ere wedding 
finery could be procured— laces, blondes, velvets, and satins littered emj 
comer of the deanery-— and' there was scarcdy a carriage in a coachmaket's 
yard in the city that I had not sat and jumped in, to try the springs, by the 
specud directions of Mrs. Eversham, who never ceased to impress me with 
the awful responsibility I was about to take upon me in marrying so great a 
prize as her daughter— a feeling I found very general among many of b? 
friends at the Kildare-street Club. 

''Among the many indispensable purchases which I was to make^ sod 
about which Fanny expressed herself more than commonly amdous, vas a 
saddle-horse for me. She was a great horsewoman, and hated ridis; witii 
only a servant, and had given me to understand as much about half a 
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dowm times eadi day for the last five weeks. How shall I acknowledge it- 
equestrianism was never my forte. I had aU my life oonaideiible respect for 
the horse as an ammal, pretty mnch as I regarded a lion or a tiger ; but as to 
any intention of mounting upon the back of one, and taking a ride, I shonld 
as soon have dreamed of taking an airing upon a giraffe ; and as to the thou^t 
of buying, feeding, and maintaining such a beast at my own proper cost, I 
should just as soon have determined to purchase a pillory or a ducking-stool, 
by way of amusing my leisure hours. 

" However, Fanny was obstinate— whether she suspected anything or not 
I cannot say— but nothing seemed to turn her from her purpose; and al- 
though I pleaded a thousand things in delay, yet she each day grew more im- 
patient, and at kst I saw that there was nothing for it but to submit. 

" When I arrived at this kst and bold resolve, I could not help feeling that 
to possessahorse and not be able to mount him, was only deferring the ridi- 
cule; and as I had so often expressed the difficulty I felt in suiting myself as 
a cause of my dday, I could not possibly come forward with anything very 
objectionable, or I should be only the more laughed at. There was then but 
one course to take ; a fortnight still intervened before the day which was to 
make me happy, and I resolved to take lessons in riding during the interval, 
and by every endeavour in my power become, if possible, able to pass muster 
on the saddle before my bride. 

" Poor old Lalouette understood but little of the urgency of the case when 
I requested his leave to take my lessons each morning at six o'clock, for I 
dared not absent myself during the day without exciting suspicion; and 
aever, I will venture to assert, did knight-errant of old strive harder for the 
hand of his lady-love than did I during that weary fortnight. If a hippogriff 
had been the animal I bestrode, instead of being, as it was, an old wall-eyed 
grey, I could not have felt more misgivings at my temerity, or more proud of 
^7 achievement. In the first three days, the unaccustomed exercise proved 
so severe, that when I reached the deanery I could hardly move, and crossed 
the floor pretty much as a pair of compasses might be supposed to do if per- 
forming that exploit. Nothing, however, could equal the kindness of my 
poor dear mother-in-law in embryo, and even the dean too. Eanny, indeed, 
said nothing ; but I rather think she was disposed td giggle a little ; but my 
rhenmatism, as it was called, was daily inquired after, and I was compelled 
^ take some infernal stuff in my port wine at dinner that nearly made me 
sick at table. 

" *I am sure you walk too much,' said Fanny, with one of her knowing 
ioob. *Papa> don't you think he ought to ride ? It would be much better 
for him.' 

'I do, my dear,' said the dean. 'But then, you see, he is so hard to be 
Pleased in a horse. Your old hunting days have spoiled you; but you must 
«>iget Helton and Grantham, and condescend to keep a hack.' 
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'' 1 mult hwn loobod confounded fcx&k hen, for Famy asmr tookter 
efw frfF iiae» and-oootiBiied io Infi^ m W 

'' It iras nonraibaiitldie niotk or tenth day of 1117 porgstoiul {leebnuooes; 
fltti eertaisiy if &Bn be wy merit xa flesliiy martiftartieBs, 4iiefle niigioBB 
eMWMHeB of mine Bliould stand my part }iei«after. A Tonem had. }xm aa- 
noimoed in tbe fksnix Paii:, wbioli Famiy had «i|>ressed henreSf iiu»t d^ 
aBEvnis tomtneas; and «8 the dean would not penoit hex to goivitkiita 
chaperoxi, I bad no means of escape, and pponiised to escort ber. Ko aooner 
had I made ttiis laali pledge, tiiaa I hastened to my oonfidetitial fond, La- 
knette, and hairing imparted to him my eutm seoiot, asked faim in as^nm 
imdiiiQiosiBgmaDiier/OanldoitP The old man sliook his head di^»as^, 
looked grsre, and mtditered at length, 'Mosch depend on de hocse.' 'Iknow 
it— I know it— I ftel it,' said I, eageriy ; ^thea, wbeve ate ive to fid an 
animal that win caxi7 me peaceably liiroD^ this nwlid dflfy~l 01^ 
priceP 

^ ' Yotre a&ire ne sera pas ivop db^' said he. 

^ 'Why, how do yonmeanP said L 

" He then proceeded to iiiform me that» by asingilarly Ibitnnate dnace, 
theie took place Ihat day an anotion of ''oast hones/ as tbef aie toned, 
winch had been nsed in the horse polioe force; and that, fccnn kng zidiiig; 
and training to stand fire, nothing could be more-smtahle than oanaf &se; 
botti easy to xide^ and not given to start at nooe. 
I oonld loHre albnost hogged the old feOow for his hs{ipy4niggestBa,8Dd 
with impatience for three o'dbck to oomesWlien wpe sepKedti^ge&Br 
to Essex-htidge, at that tinie the place jeleoted "for these Bakn. 

" I was at first a littib showed at te lookof the anhaabdnwnup; tiiey 
were most miserahiy thin, most of them swdled in the leg8» iE^ 
hadks, and not one cye» en an a¥enge»in<pretytfai8e; hat stffl they were all 
high steppen, and canaed a great tail ^Ihoie'syonr ''aiure^'^aHd^o^ 
gwnffhman, as a long4egged, fiddlo4eaded ^wast wns led out; tuamsoDt 
las fore-IegB so as to endanger tiis man who waBoed hosidB him. 

^ 'Yes, tbereTs Uood for yoo,' said€aad;qyJ)yoer, sesiivmycieMon 
ihewietohed beast; 'oqnal to fifteen atonowxl^ any Joa-tainds; sdbiiaH 
Us paoesyaniwarfnated aonnd; eiBMpt,^ added he^ jnawhifl(pei^*a^ 
qiavin in both hind4egs»9angbottfi^ and a little toaoU Ben 

the animal g«v« an approviagooac^. 'Witt any ctwtleinaaaayiflypam^ 
tobeginP' But no gentleman did. A hackney coachman, howeTwyaaidM 
and the sale was opened; Ihe beast tiottiag np vad down asadtrovff the 
bidders at every moment, aad plmigiii^ ^n so, that it was jn^oasible 
what was doing. 

*^Iifeten — Moan— six pounds— thukfOfii, »; — fainns.' ^80^ 
pomdB,' said 1. hiddii« iigaaot nayael^ no* peioan^ fhatl^ 



« 
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'Tbaak jran, Mr. Jfeduty/ sasd Dyon^ (tmnns iomidi an innsiblB pvT' 
chaser mpiiosedio be in tihe caxmi^'^baakjj^m^mr, ymfXl luA kt a goed 
one go in thai ma,yj Ji'ra^y enelBre taned to ^find^oat the very Jai0wiBg: 
gfflriilemaiLj hothe«onld3]ovhene.lbeseen. 

"'I>yoeri)enime4 'SewBteniorMr. MoK^^ Gamg lor seran ieotk— « 
GrQd[aKsifiee--'theEe'B aotioa foryoit-^^ Here the cLeyil had 

stnmhled and nearly iaEodji basket-wonuA "with, two i^HalAiwn^ 
'EjgM,' wd I, ididL a londToioe. 

'JBigbt poBodii, qiate absurd,' said ByoeK, almiMt mdely; a 'chaFgerMfce 
tbatfor eig^ pcnrnds—gcnBg ibr eight |HBiaBd9---^aiikg--^]i0thiBg abcrre eight 
poimds— no reserve, gentkinen, yousre awsce of that Thef are all, as it wtae, 
ins M&ieiiy'a stad— «> XGBerve whatever-rlaat time, «igiit ponrnds-^gone.' 

" Amid a yery hearty cheer &om the mob— God knows why— bat a DnbiiB 
m^ ahr^fs chfiec,-— £ aetnniBd, -aeooiikpamed by a ragged feifiow, leading my 
new pnrdiase after me with a hay halter. * Wliat is ^ maeanng of those 
ksfcteraf nid I, T/mitimg tD» very <xaispiciicyiiB G, IL, with ssadiy 'C&ta enig- 
maticai ngis, tcBrDied upon the animaTB hind-qimrter. 

" 'That* s to show he was a po-lis,' said liie fellow, with a grm; 'and whin 
ye lide with ladbs, je must torn the.deooy side.' 

*' Theaaspickfas micmmi^ at last acnyed ; and stnuige to say, that the first 
waking thought was of the nnlncky day that nshered in my yachting ezoor- 
sion fov years liefore. Wbyl^wasflo, I oaoniot pretend to gness; there 
was hut Htiie asalogy in i^ drciimstances, at least so &r as <aDything bad 
^Migone. 'Hi0wisliarin8p'<said3^tomy8ervaat,MiieopeDedmy«ta^^ 
Here let ae meidioiL that alriend <^ ^e SJildare-street €93d> bad snggestod 
this name &(3m the remai&ably classic dmraeter of my steed's -eonaitenaDce ; 
his nose, he assa3»d me, was perfectly Boman. 

'* 'Mbtos is dcrag^findy, sir, baraixiglns coogh, and 'fte tinilie iSbstk tS\a fab 
hind-legs.' 

ficrU Qinsy me ^pde3y, Simon, thl^ 

*'QoDetly. I^wainiithii11(Mn7yougTi3eay,H1^ 

^Qerewas oonitfbit^ for Simon bad imd forty years as pantiy boy widi 
mj Buyttier, and Inew a great deal 'aboot horses. Idressed m7Belf,^3ierefoie^ 
in hig^ spirits-; and if my inM jacket UBdosl<ddntsap in farmer days bad 1^ 
PCRnuKbd me 'tfai^ Xwas horn for mazine acfaieyeoKniEbs, certainly my cords 
and tops, ihat marmng; weist far to convince mie that 1 mnst have once been 
^ ^f^ keen spoKtsman somewhere, without huowing it. Tt was a del^g^tfol 
Jnly day Ihat I acft trat to join my Meads, who havh^ reendted alargepaxty^ 
were to lendnETDns at the coxoer of StepbenVgreen; thither I proceeded in 
aeertam anAlaigtrc^ which I have d%ea observed is ii yery 1^ paee 

with tinrid horsemen, md genflemen of the meffical p i' of e ss lon. IwashaQed 
^n&amoaft hearty wdteome byalaoi^ party asl tamed oat txf <Gnfton-0treet« 
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among whom I perceived Bereral firiendfl of Miss Erersham, and some young 
dragoon ofEicen, not of my aoquaintanoe, but who appeared to know Famiy 
intimately, and were laughing heaitily with her as I rode up. 

" I don't know if other men haye experienced what I am about to mentimi 
or not; but certainly to me there is no more painfnl sensation than to M 
yonrself among a nnmber of well-monnted, well-eqnipped people, wMe the 
animal yon yonrself bestride seems only fit for the kenneL iEivery look that 
is cast at yonr nnlncky steed— erery whispered observation about yon are so 
many thorns in your flesh, till at last you begin to fed that your appeaiaoce 
is for very little else than the amusement and mirth of the assembly; and 
every time you rise in your stirrups you excite a laugh. 

" ' Where, for mercy's sake, did you find that creature ?' said fanny, survey- 
ing Maiins through a glass. 

" ' Oh, him, ehP Why, he is ahandsome horse, if in condition— a charger, 
you know— that's his style.' 

" ' Indeed^' lisped a young lancer, ' I should be devilish sorry to charge or he 
charged with him.' And here they all chuckled at this puppy's silly joke, 
and I drew up to repress further liberties. 

" ' Is he anything of a fencer ?' said a young country gentleman. 

" ' To jiAlge from his near eye, I should say much more of a boxer/ said 
another. 

" Here commenced a running fire of pleasantry at the expense of my poor 
steed; whidi, not content with attacking his physical, extended to his moral 
qualities. An old gentleman near me observing, * that I ought not to have 
mounted him at all, seeing he was so deuced groggy !' to which I replied, by 
insinuating, that if others present were as free from the influence of aideot 
spiritfli, society would not be a sufferer; an observation that I flatter myself 
turned the mirth against the old fellow, for they all kughed for a goaiter of 
an hour after. 

" Well, at last we set out in *a brisk trot, and, phiced near Eamiy, I 
speedily forgot all my annoyances in the prospect of figuring to advantage 
before her. When we reached GoUege-green the leaders of the party sud- 
denly drew up, and we soon found that the entire street opposite the Bank 
was filled with a dense mob of people, who appeared to be swayed hither and 
thither, like some mighty beast, as the individuals composing it were engaged 
in dose conflict. It was nothing more nor less than one of those almost 
weekly rows, which then took place between the students of the Universi^ 
and the townspeople, and which rarely ended without serious consequences. 
The numbers of people pressing on to the scene of action soon blockfid np 
our retreat, and we found ourselves most unwilling spectators of the oonfict' 
FoUtical watchwords were loudly shouted by each party ; and at hist the stu- 
dents, who appeared to be yielding to superior numbers, called out for the 
intervention of the police. The aid was nearer than they expected; for at 
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tbe same instant a body of moimted policemen, whose high hdmets Tendered 
them sufficiently oonspicaons, were seen trotting at a sharp pace down Dame- 
street. On they came with drawn sabres, led by a weU-looking, gentleman- 
like personage in plain clothes, who dashed at once into the midst of the fray, 
issuing his orders, and pointing out to his followers to secure the ringleaders. 
Up to this moment I had heen a most patient, and rather amused spectator, 
of what was doing. Now, however, my part was to commence, for at the 
word 'diarge,' given in a harsh, deep voice by the sergeant of the party, 
Marias, remembering his ancient instinct, pricked np his ears, cocked his taiL 
flung up both his hind legs till they nearly broke the provost* s windows, and 
plunged into the thickest of the fray like a devil incarnate. 

*' Self-preservation must be a strong instinct, for I well remember how 
little pain it cost me to see the people tumbling and rolling before and beneath 
me, while I oontiiraed to keep my seat. It was only the moment before and 
that immense mass were in man to man encounter; now, all the indignation 
of both parties seemed turned npon me ; brick-bats were loudly implored, 
and paving-stones begged to throw at my devoted head; the wild huntsman 
of the German romance never created half the terror, nor one-tenth of the 
Biischief that I did in less than fifteen minutes, for the ill-starred beast con- 
tmued twining and twisting like a serpent, plunging and kicking the entire 
time, and occasionally biting too; all which acoonipliBhments I afterwards 
leaned, however little in request in dvil life, are. highly prized in the horse 
poKce. 

"Every new order of the sergeant was foUowed in his owu fashion by 
Marina; who very soon contrived to concentrate in my unhappy person all 
the interest of about fifteen hundred people. 

'* ' Secure tbat scoundrel,' said the magistrate, pointing with his finger 
towards me^ as I rode over a respectable-looking old lady, with a grey mufT. 
' Secure him. Gut him down.' 

" ' Ah, devil's luck to him, if he do,' said a newsmonger with a broken shin. 

" On I went, however ;^and now, as the Eates would have i1^ instead of 
bearing me out of further danger, the confounded brute dashed onwards to 
where the magistrate was standing, surrounded by policemen. I thought I 
saw him change colour as I came on. I suppose my own looks were none of 
the pleasantest, for the worthy man evidently liked them not. Into the midst 
of them we phmged, upsetting a corporal, horse and all, and appearing as if 
bent upon reaching tiie alderman. 

" ' Cut him down for Heaven's sake. Will nobpdy shoot him P' said he, with 
a voice trembling with fear and anger. 

" At these words a wretch lifted up his sabre, and made a cut at my head. 
I stooped suddenly, and throwmg myself from the saddle, seized the poor 
alderman round the neck, and we both came rolling to the ground together. 
So completely was he possessed with the notion that I meant to assassinate 

8 
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cflBthnwfi toiMg kb UfiB m tkeaioBt lieart*s8ii£]ig mmiT. 

^ItjiAarjmitowmaiiUylL SAeffoctatUydidthiBgrmaeMtfa&aldBEBii 
fan Ids daigm; tint thej kft wb isMnsflde^ aad I <nlj QMBe to mjsBii 
flome di^s after hf findbg avfaeif in. the dock ib thcaajtwot, oha^ 
witii aa imKetMBnt of aaeteea aoants; the oofy «n>Bd of tmih of wlaofa 
'lay in iike fnamMs, ior tiie 'dovil inoitBig^ me obIj, vouUl ever kac 
made me the omur cf thatinfooai beast, because of all my rnkfortniia. 
I was BoatapiAed (Km my healdog, ifaat I hum litdeaf tihe oe8ise«f fte 
prooeedags. My fineinb tcfld ma afterwards that I had a mmxxw aetft 
from tnmsportatioii ; hat lor the gfeatest inftaoaoe saDBCted mm^ \Aa3i, I 
should oerkaialy hare passed the antnmn in the agEondde J B Haadkiu of 
pomding oyster shells or omding wool ; and it eertamfy mast hare fae 
hard widi me, for stupified as I was, I remember the semsiieii k covt, 
when the alderman made his appearance with a patch ever In eye. fte 
affecting admonition of the little jndgo— who, when panrng seatraeeiqiai 
me, adyeried to the former Tesp^stability of my He, and ihexaDk sf ay 
relatives— ^LctuaDy made iAte gaBeries weep. 

^ Fonr months in Newgate, and a fine to fbe Idng, then lewaided agr 
taste for horse-exercise ; and it's no wonder if I prder going ea faot 

''As to Miss ETonham, the following short note from the desnan- 
ckded my liopes in that quarter. 

*< 'Dtaneiy, Wadntadi^ naohf. 

" ' Sn, — ^After the iraiy distEessiag publicity to which your kfcecoadnit 
has exposed yon — ^the so open avowal of political opinieBa, at yvnaatx 
with those (1 will say) of every gentleman — and the raeorded senteBce of a 
jndge on the verdict of twelve of yonr coontrymen— I ^lonld hope tiat 
yon will not feel my present admonition neoesaavy to inform yoa tliat 
your visits at my houe shall cease. 

'^'The presents yon made my daughter, -v^n msder o«r anfactoBate 
ignorance of yonr nal duaaoter, have been addzasaad to yonr hotel, xni I 
am yonr most obedieD^ humble servant, 



CC4 



** Here ended my second afl^ *par amoun;* and I imeij can&aiofA 
that if I can only obtain a wife in a sea voyage, or a steepla-ito^ l» 
l&ely to fulfil one great condition in modem adv eefiaiBg^^aa hamg bo 
incumbrance, nor any objection to travsL' 



*«> 



aySBT (bCMBBXQIDSE. tSB 



CHAPXES. XXXY. 

THE DUBL. 

MsLXyj/RAKT bad scarcely conoladed the nomCiiTe-ofhis aeoond ad ye utu re, 
"vhen the grey light df the breaking day was seen faintly struggling tiirongb 
the half-closed curtains, and apprising us of the lateness of the hour. 

"I think we shall just have time for one finishing flask of Chambertiii,'' 
s^d (TLeary, as be emptied the bottle into his glass. 

"I forbid the bans, for one," cried Trevanion. "Ifc have all had wine 
enough, considering what we have before us this morning; and besides, 
you are not aware it is now past four o'clock. So gar9on — gar^on, there- 
how soundly the poor fellow sleeps — ^let us have some coffee, and then 
inquire if a carriage is in waiting at the comer of the ®*ue Vivienne.** 

The coffee made its appearance, very much, as it seemed, to Mr. OTjeary's 
chagrin, who, however, solaced himself by sundry ** small glasses" to correct 
the coldness of tiie wine he had drunk, and at kngth recovered his good 
bunour. 

"Bo you kntrw, now* said he, after a lihort pauee, in which we had all 
kept silence, **I think what we are about to do is the very ugliest way of 
finishing a jrteasant evening. For my own part I like the wind-up we 
Tised to have in *01d Trinity' formerly; when, after wringing off half a 
dozen knockers, breaking the lamps at the post-office, and getting out iiie 
fire engines of Werburgh's parish, we beat a few watchmen, and went 
peaceably to bed." 

"Veil, not being an Irishman,** said Trevanion, " Fm half disposed to 
^Innk that even our present purpose is nearly as favourable to life and 
hmb ; but here comes my servant. Well, John, is all arranged, and the 
carriage ready?" 

Having ascertained that the carriage was in waiting, and that the small 
W— brass-bound and BramahJocked— reposed within, we paid our bill 
and departed. A cold, raw, miisty-looking morning, with masses of dark, 
louring clouds overhead, and channels of dark and murky water beneath, 
^'cre the pleasant prospects which met us as we issued forth from the Caf^. 
"^e lamps, which hung suspended midway across the street— we speak of 
some years since — creaked, with a low and plaintive sound, as they swung 
backwards and forwards in the wind. Not a footstep was heard in the 
aitreet— notiung but the heavy patter df the rain as it fell ceaselessly upon 
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the broad paTement. It "wta, indeed, a most depreasmg and disinritiog ae- 
oompanime&t to ovr intended excamon : and even CLearj, who seemed to 
have but slight sympathy with exteinal infloences, felt it, for he spoke but 
little, and was scarcely ten minutes in the carriage till he was sound asleep. 
This was, I confess, a great relief to me; for, however impressed I was, 
and to this hour am, witii the many sterling qualities of my poor friend, jdt, 
I acknowledge, that this was not precisely the time I should have cared for 
their exercise, and would have much preferred the companionship of adiffer- 
' cut order of person, even though less long acquainted with him. Trevaoion 
was, of all others, the most suitable for this purpose; and I fdt no 
embarrassment in opening my mind freely to him upon subjects which, 
but twenty-f our hours previous, I could not have imparted to a broths. 

There is no such unlocker of the secrets of the heart as the poBsiUy 
near approach of death. Indeed, I question if a great deal of the bitterness 
the thought of it inspires does not depend upon that very drcumstanoe. 
The reflection that the long-treasured mystery of our lives (and who 
is there without some such P) is about to become known, and the secret of 
our inmost heart laid bare, is in itself depressing. Not one kind word, nor 
one remembrancing adieu, to those we are to leave for ever, can be spoken 
or written, without calling up its own story of half-foi^tten grie& or, stiU 
worse, at such a moment, of happiness never again to be partaken of. 

" 1 cannot explain why," said I to Trevamon, *' but although it has 
unfortunately been pretty often my lot to have gone out on occasions like 
this, both as prindiNil and friend, yet never before did I feel so completelj 
depressed and low-spirited— and never, in fact, did so many thon^ts d 
regret arise before me for much of the past, and sorrow for the chance 
of abandoning the future *' 

'*I can imderstand,** said Trevanion, interrupting— '* I have heard of 
your prospect in the Gallonby family, and certainly, with such hopes, I can 
weQ conceive how little one would be disposed to brook the slightest 
incident which could interfere with their accomplishment; but, now that 
your cousin Guy's pretensions in that quarter are at an end, I suppose^ 
Irom all I have heard, that there can be no great obstacle to yours." 

*' Guy's pretensions at an end ! For Heaven's sake, tell me aU you know 
of this affair — for up to this moment I am in utter ignorance of eveiy- 
thing regarding his position among the Gallonby family.** 

"Unfortunately," repUed Trevanion, «I know but little, but still 
that little is authentic — Guy himself having imparted the secret to a very 
intimate friend of mine. It appears, then, that your cousin, having heard 
that the Gallonbys had been very civil to you in Ireland, and made 
all manner of advances to you— had done so under the Impresaon that yea 
were the atier nephew of Sir Guy, and consequently the hsk of a luge 
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fortane— tliat is. Gay himself-— and tliat they had neyer difioovered the 
mistake duiiiig the time they resided in Ireland, when they not only 
permitted, hut even enconraged the dosest intimacy between you and Lady 
Jane. Is so far true ?'* 

"I have long suspected it. Indeed in no other way I can aooonnt for 
the reception I met with from the Gallonbys. Bat is it possible that Lady 
Jane could have lent herself to any thing so unworthy " 

"Pray hear me ont," said Trevanion, who was evidently struck by 
the despondency of my yoice and manner. " Guy haying heard of their 
mistake, and auguring well to himself from this evidence of their dis- 
position, no sooner heard of their arrival in Paris, than he came over here 
and got introduced to them. !From that time he scarcely ever left their 
house, except to accompany them into society, or to tiie theatres. It 
is said that with Lady Jane he made no progress. Her manner, at the be- 
gimiing cold and formal, became daily more so ; until, at last, he was half 
disposed to abandon the pursuit — in which, by the by, he has since 
confessed, ambitious views entered more than any affection for the lady— 
when the thought struck him to benefit by what he supposed at first to be 
the great bar to his success. He suddenly pretended to be only desirous 
of intimacy with Lady Jane, from having heard so much of her from you-— 
affected to be greatly in your confidence — and, in fact, assumed the 
character of a friend cognizant of all your feelings and hopes, and ardently 
desiring, by every means in his power, to advance your interests—** 

"And was it thus he succeeded?'* I broke in. 

"Twas thus he endeavoured to succeed," said Trevanion. 

"Ahjwitkwhat success I but too well blow,'* said L "My uncle himself 
showed me a letter from Guy, in which he absolutely speaks of the affair aa 
settled, and talks of Lady Jane as about to be his wife." 

"That may be all quite true ; but a little consideration of Guy's tactics 
will show what he intended ; for I find that he induced your uncle, by some 
representations of his, to make the most handsome proposab, with regard 
to the marriage, to the Gallonbys; and that, to make the story short, 
nothing but the decided refusal of Lady Jane, — ^who at length saw through 
his entire game, — ^prevented the match.'* 

"And then she did refuse him,*' said I, with ill-repressed exultation. 

" Of that there can be no doubt ; for independently of all the gossip and 
quizzmg upon the subject, to which Guy was exposed in the coteries, he 
made little secret of it himself— openly avowing that he did not consider a 
repulse a defeat, and that he resolved to sustain the siege as vigorously as 
ever." 

However interested I felt in all Trevanion was telling me, I could not 
help falling into a train of tlimking over my first acquaintance with 
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tl» GaUonbyB. Thflce an^ pedia^ bat fisw- tiuogs nKne kni^^ 
tbs knowledge that any aMe&tiea or oooBideratioiL we faavo nmt ^ntb hai 
been paid in iiLiniitake for anetiur; and intbe wj pvoporitonthaitivf 
were prized before, are they detested when the truth ia knows: to vs. 

To all the depieaaing inflnenoea tbeao thonghta si^gestsd^ eiaie t^e 
healmg balm that Lady Jane was tmo 1x> me — ^that ake, at kaat; howewr 
others might be biaaaed by worldly eonaidenttions— that die cared ior mfr— 
for myself alona. Hy reader (alas I ior my diameter for judgment) knows 
upon how little I founded the oonmtion; but I have ofien, in these 
Genfeaaions, avowed my especial failing to be a great taste for sdf- 
deception ; and here waa a capital oecaaion for its hBdulgenee. 

"We ahall haye idnmdant time to diamua this later on,'* said Troranion, 
laying his hand npon mj shonUfer to ronae my wandering attentaoD— ''for 
now, I pcBceiTe, we hanre onLy eight minntea to qwre." 

As he spokcy a dragoon offieer, in an nndress, rode np to the window of 
the carriage, and looking steadily at our party for a few seconds, asked if 
we were " Metsieun ie» AHglaU ;" and, almost without waiting fhr leplj, 
added, "You had better not go any farther in your cairiagn, fisr the next 
torn <A the road will bring you in aight of the yillage." 

We accordingly stopped the drirer, and having with some diiBool^ 
aroused O'Leaiy, got out upon tbe road. The atamg er here gane lii^ 
horse to a groom, and proceeded to guide na thxougb a cam-field hy a 
narrow path, witb whose windings and erossiiqiB be appeared qdte 
conversant. We at length reached the baow of a Httie biB, from yAsn^ an 
extended view of the country lay beftne us, showing the Seine wimimg its 
tranquil course between the richly tilled fields, dotted with, many a piettj 
cottage. Turning abruptly from this point, our guide led us, by a mrow 
and steep path, into a Uttle glen, planted with po|)]aratand wiilowa* A snull 
stseam ran through this, and by tiie noiae we aoon ddccted that a min was 
not far distant^ which another turning brought us at once in front of. 

And heeo I cannot help dwelling upon the aeene i^ch met our view. 
In the porch of the little rural nuH sat two gentlemen, one of whom I 
immediately recognised aa the person who had waited upon me^ and tk 
other I rightly conjectured to be my adverauy. Before them stood a small 
table, covered witiL % spotless napkin, upon which a breddot equipage 
was spread — a moat inviting melon and a bug, slender-necked bottle, 
reposing in a little ice-pail, forming part of the pictune. My qiponeBt was 
coolly enjoying his cigar— a hidf ^finished cup of coffee lay beside him— bu 
fiKud was occupied in examining the caps oi the duelling pktois, wUdi 
were placed upon a chair. No sooner had we turned the angle wUdi 
bnng^ us in view, than they both rose, and taking off their hats- lii^ 
moch cousteay, bade us good morning; 
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^'Misf I(dfery«i*eapof ooffiseP'' MdMonnearde J^^ as 

I came up, at the lame tim& fiUinip it cnA, aad pvaUag-ovor alittit flask of 
Ck>giiac towards JBd;. 

A look £na TssraBiiBi decided n^ aeoeptanoe of the proflmd eivilitj, 
and 1 seated a^seif in the ebair beside tiie baron. IVentaion meanwhile 
had engaged my adversaiyinoonTersation along with the strange, who bad 
been, oni: guide, kaviog O'Leaiy alone unoooupied, which, however, he did 
not Icmg-zemoin; fin; although iminvited by the othefs, he seiaed a knife 
and focfc^and conmifiiieBd a Tigoious attadc upon a partridge pie near him ; 
and, wdth espsBl afasenoe of ceramony, uncorked the champagne and filled out 
a foaming goblet^ neady ona-thied of the whole bottile, adding — 

** X think,. Mr. LorreqneE, there's nothing Qke showiiq^ them tiiat we aee 
just as eool ami unoonoenxed as themseLYes.'' 

If I might judge from the looks of the party, a happier mode of 
convincing them of our ''free and easy'' feeluigs could not possibly have 
been discoyered. Erom any mortification this proceeding might have 
caused me, I was speedily relieved by Trevanion calling O'Leary to one 
aide, whUe ha eiplained to him that he must nominally act as second on the 
ground, as Trovanion, being a lesident in Paris, mi^t become liable to a 
prosecution, should anythmg senous arise, while O'Leary, as a mere passer 
through, could cross the country into Geimany, and avoid all trouble. 

O'Leary at once acceded — perhaps the more readily because he expected 
to be allowed to return to his breakfast — ^but in this he soon found himself 
miBtakftn, for tba whole party now rose, and, prcecded by ^ baron, 
followed the course of the little stream. 

After about five minutes' walking, we found ourselyes at the outlet of the 
glen, which was formed by a large stone quarry, making a species of am- 
phitheatre, with lofty walls of ragged granite, rising thirty or forty feet on 
either side of us. The ground was smooth and level as a bonded floor, and 
certainly to amateurs in these sort of matters, presented a most perfect spot 
for a ** meeting." 

The stranger who had just joined u», coold not help zemaridng oar looks 
of satisfaoticii at tim choice of the ground, and observed to me — 

"This is not the first aink that this little spot has ^ntoessed ; and the 
' Mffl of St. Qoud" is, I think, the very best * maei' about Paris." 

Trevanion who, dazing these few minutes, had been engaged with 
Do Jonoour^ now drow me aside. 

" Well, Lorreqoer, haiae you any recollection now of having seen your 
qpponent befioro.P or ean you make a guess at the source of all this P' 

"Never tiU this instant," said I, « have I beheld him," as I looked 
towards the tall, stoutly-built figore of my adversary, who was very 
leisurely detaching a cotdon from his tighUy fitting frock, donWess to 
prevent its attracting my aim. 
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Well, nerer mind, I shaU maoage eveiy thing properl^^ Whatcmjoa 
do with tiie smaU sword* for they have rapiers at the mill P** 

« Nothing whatever ; I have not fenced since I was a boj." 

" No matter then, we*ll fight at a iarriere, I know they're not prepared 
for that from Englishmen; so just step on one side now, and leave me to 
talk it over." 

As the limited natnre of the ground did not permit me to retire to a 
distance, I became inyoiuntarily aware of a dialogue, which eren the sedou- 
ness of the moment could scarcely keep me from laughing at, outright. 

It was necessaiy, for the sake of avoiding any possibLe legal diffioolty in 
the result, that O'Leary should give his assent to evezy stq^ of the anaage- 
ment; and beingalmost totally ignorant of Prench,Trevaman had not only 
to tnmslate for him, but also to render in reply O'Leary's own commentBor 
objections to the propositions of the others. 

"Then it is agreed— we fight at a barriered* said detain de Jonooort. 
Whafs that, Tieranionr 
We have ag^^ed to place them at a barri^re** replied^ TrevanioD. 

"Thafs strange,'* muttored O'Leary to himself, who, knowing that the 
word meant a " turnpike," never supposed it had any other signification. 

" Yingt-quatre pas, n'est-ce-pas F" said De Jonoourt. 

" Too far," interposed Trevanion. 

" What does he say now P" asked O'Leary. 

" Twenty-four paces for the distance." 

** Twenfy-four of my teeth he means," said O'Leary, snapping his fingen. 
'' What does he think of the length of Sackvillewrtreet P Ask him that, 
wiUyeP" 

" What says Monsieur P'* said the Frenchman. 

" He thinks the distance much too great." 

"He may be mistaken," said the Captain, half sneeiingly. "My friend 
is ' de la premiere force.' " 

" That must be something impudent, from your looks, Mr. Trevanion. 
Isn't it a thousand pities I can't speak French P" 

"What say you, then, to twelve paces P Eire together, and two shots 
each, if the first fire be inconclusive," said Trevanion. 

"And if necessary," added the Frenchman, carelessly, "conclude with 
these"— touching the swords with his foot as he spoke. 

" The choice of the weapon lies with us, I opine," replied Trevanion. 
"We have already named pistols, and by them we shall decide this matter." 

It was at length, after innumerable objections, agreed upon that we 
should be placed back to back, and, at a word given, each walk forward to 
a certain distance marked out by a stone, where we were to halt, and at 
the signal " un/' " deux," turn round and fire. 
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This, which is essentiaHy a lEVench inyentioii in duellings was perfectly 
new to me, but by no meansso toTreyanion, who was My aware of the im- 
mense consequence of not giving even a momentary opportunity for aim to 
my uitagonist ; and in this mode of firing the most practised and deadly 
shot is liable to err— particularly if the signal be given quickly. 

While ^nrevanion and the Captain were measuring out the ground, a little 
oiKJumstance which was enacted near me was certainly not over-calcukted 
to strengthen my nerve. The stranger who had led us to the ground 
had began to examine the pistols, and finding that one of them was loaded, 
turned towards my adversary, saying, " De Haultpenne, you have forgotten 
to draw the charge. Come let us see what vein you are in.'* Atthesame 
time, drawing off his large cavalry glove, he handed the piBtd to his &iend. 

" k double Napoleon you don't hit the thumb." 

"Done," said the other, adjusting the weapon in his hand. 

The action was scarcely performed, when the better flung the glove into 
the air with all his force. My opponent raised his pistol, waited for an in- 
stant, tUl the glove, having attained its greatest height, tnmed to M again. 
Then did: went the trigger— the glove tamed round uid round half a dozen 
times, and fell about twenty yards off, and the thumb was found cut clearly 
off at the jancture with the hand. 

This— which did not occupy half as long as I have spent in recounting 
it--.was certainly a pleasant mtroduction to standing at fifteen yards from 
the principal actor ; and I should doubtless have felt it in all its force, had 
not my attention been drawn off by the ludicroas expression of grief 
m Olieaty's countenance, who evidently regarded me as akeady def anct. 

Now, Lorrequer, we are ready," said Trevanion, coming forward ; and 
|;hen, loweiing his voice, added, "All is in your favour; I have won the 
^ord,* which I shall give the moment you halt. So tarn and fire at once : 
be sore not to go too far round in the turn— that is the invariable error in 
™ mode of firing : only, no hurry !— be cahn." 

''Now, Messieurs," said De Joncourt, as he approached with his &iend 
^jng upon his arm, and pkced him in the spot allotted to him. 

revanion then took my arm, and phiced me back to back to my antagonist. 

* Jj^^ ^^ ™^ ground, it so chanced that my adversary's spur slightly 
8"^ me, upon which he immediately turned round, and with the most 
^'^^ging smile, begged a " thousand pardons," and hoped I was not hurt. 

JJXeaiy, who saw the incident, and guessed the action aright, called 

'Oh, the cold-blooded villain ! the devil a chance for you, Mr. Lorrequer." 
'Messieurs, your pistols," said De Joncourt, who, as he handed the 

weapons, and repeated once more the conditions of the combat, gave the 

^ord to march. 
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I BOW walked slowly forward to the plaoe narked o«t bytkvdxms; Imt 
it seemed that I nHut have bem in advance oa ny oppeneot, ht 1 m- 
member some seconds elapsed befope TreTanion conned slightly and thoB 
with a clear^ fall voice called oat, '' Un^** "DeuxP* I had sc. raely tarncd 
myself half roim^ ^en my right arm was suddenly lifited up) as if by a 
gidvanic shock. My pistol jericed upward^ toad e^lodled tiie same mmeat, 
and then dropped powerlessly from my hand, whidi I now feftt waa«ovend 
with warm blood from a wound near liie elbow. Prom the aoi^ but 
momentaiy pmg this- gavo me, my attention was soen caHed eff; fcr 
scarcely had my arm been starack, when a loud elattenng BMse to mf 
left induced me to turn, and then, to my astonishment^ I saw my fiasod 
(yiieary abont twelve feet frem the groiuid, hanging on by soms ash tv^ 
that grew from the clc i of the granite. IPcagmenta of hvokeiL roek were 
falling around him, and his own position momentarily threatened a doim&l 
He was screaming with idl his might ; but what he said was aitirefy lost 
in the shouts of laughter of Trevanion and the Frenefamai^ ^o eonU 
scarcely stand with the immoderate eacuberanoe of their mirth. 

I had not time to run to his aid — ^whieh, ahihoagh wounded, I shooed bsfc 
done— when the bnmch he clung to, slowly yielded with his wdght, and tie 
round, plump figure of my poor friend rolled over the little ch^ of roc^ 
and, after a few faint struggles, came tumbling heavily dawn, and at last 
lay peaceably in the deep heather at the bottom— his ones the whok tzme 
beiBg loud enough to rise even above t^ vociferous laughter of theetiien. 

I now ran forward, as did Trevanion, when O'Leazy, tomingf his eysa 
towards me, said, in the most piteous manner — 

'*Mr. Lorreqner, I forgive you — here is my hand — ^bad kick ts their 
French way of fighting, that's all — ^it^s only good for killing oneV fasuL 
I thought I was safe up there, come what might." 

" My dear O'Leary,*' said I, in an agony, which prevented my mimfi^^ 
laughing faces around me, " surely you don't mean tO' aof ikaii i lam 
wounded yw/** 

''No, dear, not wounded, only killed me outrighir— thxeughlihe hnoiit 
must be, from the torture Vm suffering/' 

The shout wit^ whieh this speech was received, sufficiently atoased me; 
ndnle Trevanion, viith a voice nearly choked with langhter, said — 

" Why, Lorrequer, did you not see that your pistol, on being sferoBk, 
tinew your ball high up on the quarry ; fortunately, however, about a loot 
and a half above Mr. O'Leary's head, whose most seiious wounds are hb 
scratched hands and bruised bones from his tumble.^ 

This exphination, m^ch was perfectly satisfactory to me, was by nomeans 
so oonsolhxg to poor O'Leary, who lay quite uneoascimu to all arooad, 
moaning in the most melancholy manner. Some of the Used, lASak 



HAfiSr LOBSEQCJiOeU 2tT 



ocn.tiniiBd' to- flow £EBt firont mj iroimd, hMvug^ dnsfyped npcoL fani fins^ 
roused him a liitlB*— but only te increase, hk lKa^[ksimi &r Ids oust 
destiny, which he belieyed was fast accomplishing. 

"Tfaiongii the sknll— Ksleaoi tluroiigh the aknll— ood prsMrnng miraenfieB 
to the hut I Mr. Loiiequier, stoop downi-4t ia a dyii^ nan ask^ yoor— 
doQ^ lefiise me » laai requests There's neithec luek nor g^ei^ Ixauir nor 
gioiy in sneh a w«y of fi^ing~H9o just pronnse m» joa'il shoot that 
grinning haboosu these, whea he's going off the ground, since it*8 the fEnhion 
to fixe at a maamth his back to yon* Bring him down andl'lLdie easy." 

And with these' wtnrds he closed his eyes, and stnd§^tened ost faia lega — 
stretched his arm at either side, and arranged himself as mwdL corpse 
fashion as the circumstances of the ground would permit — while I now freely 
participated in the mirth of the others, which, loud and boisterous as it was, 
ueyer reached the ears of OTLeaiy. 

Mj arm had now become so painful, that I was obliged to ask Treyanion 
to assist me in getting off my coat. The surprise of. the Frenchmen on 
learning that I was wounded was very considerable — O'Lear/s catastrophe 
Ii&ying exclusiyely engaged all attention. My arm was now examined, 
when it was discovered that the ball had passed through from one side to 
the othei^ without apparently touching the bone.: the bullet and the 
ponionof n^ eoat oanied ia by it both lay in my ^eeve. The only serioiB 
conseqnence to be apprehended was the wound of the bloodrveasel, whidi 
(»ntinnsd to pomr forth blood useeasingiy, and I was just surgeon enoagii 
togoess that an actery had been out. 

Tieyaaioii boomd his handkerehief ti^ly across the wounds and assii^ed 
me to the higk road,, which, so sndden was tiie loss of bbod,. I reached with 
difScoliy, During all these proceedings, nothii^ oould be possibly more 
kind and considerate than the conduct of our oppanenta. All the bold and 
svagg^eiii^ air which they had deemed the "esG^utiel?' before, at once fled, 
and in its place we found the most gentlemafntibe attention and true 
p<^enesi^ 

As soon as I was enalded ho apeak upon the mattery I begged Treyanion 
to k)ok to poor O'Leaiy, wdiO' stilL lay upon the gnmnd in a state of perfeot 
^unconsciousness. Captain de Jmneouit, on hearing my wish, at omte 
vetomed to the qnany,. and» witht the greatest difficulty, penoaded my 
&isnd to rise and endeavour to walk, which, at last he did attempt, caUix^ 
bun to hear witness that it peadtaps was the oi^ case ois record 'ndiere &mMi 
^ritii a bullet in his brain had made sneh an esedaon. 

^Vith a view to my comfort and quiet, they put him into d'Qanltpennia^s 
Gab; and haying undertaken to send Bupug|itnBn to me ioomediately on my 
nashmf^ Paris, todc their l&sofe, afid Trevanion and I setont homeward. 

Not all my «gJ>ffflftti5^n and debility — ^nor even the aoutft pain I mm 
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saSmag, ooold pieveat my laughing at O'Leaxy's adventare; and it n- 
qoired all Ttenadxm'a prodeiioe to prerent my indulging too far in my 
recollectioa of it. 

When we reaehed Meniioe'Sy I found Dapnytren in waiting, who im- 
mediately pnmoonoed the main artery of the limb as* wounded; and 
almost as inatantaneooBly proceeded to pass a ligatnre ronnd it. Thispaxn- 
fol business being oondnded, I was placed upon a sofii, and being plentifQUy 
supplied with lemonade, and enjoined to keep quiet, left to my ovn 
meditations, suoh as th^ were, till evening— Tre^anion having taken upon 
him to iqpologize for our absence at Mrs. Bingham's tkHmner, and (fheiuj 
being fast adeep in his own apartment. 



CHAPTER XXXYI. 

SAXLT BSOOLUKmOirS— A VXBST LOVB. 



I xvow of no sensations so veiy nearly alike, as those felt on awaking 
after very sudden and profuse loss oi blood, and tiiose resulting &om a hurge 
dose of opium. The dizziness, the confusion, and the abstraction at fiist, 
gradually yielding, as the senses became clearer, to a vague and indistinet 
consciousness; then, the strange mistiness, in which fact and fiction aze 
wrapped up— the confounding of persons, and places, and times, not so as 
to embanass and annoy— for the veiy debility you feel subdues aU iiri* 
tation— but rather to present a panoramic picture of odd and inoongruons 
events more pleasing than otherwise. 

Of the circumstances by which I was thus brought to a sick couch, I had 
not even the most vague recollection— the faces and the dress of aU those I 
had lately seen were vividly before me; but how, and for what purpose 
I knew not. Something in their kindness and attention had left an 
agreeable impression upon my mind, and without being able, or even attempt- 
ing to trace it, I felt happy in the thought. While thus the " hour before" 
was dim and indistinct, the events of years past were vividly and brightly 
pictured before me; and strange, too, the more remote ^ period, the 
more did it seem palpable and present to my imagination. For so it is, 
there is in memory a species of mental long-sightedness, which, though 
blind to the object dose beside you, can reach the blue mountains and the 
starry skies, which lie fidl many a league away. Is this a malady ? or is it 
rather a providential gift to alleviate the ladious hours of the sid^-bed, and 
cheer the lonely sufferer, whose thoughts are his only realm P 
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My school-boy days, in all their holiday excitement; the bank where I 
had called the earliest cowslips of the year ; the dear but rapid stream, 
where days long I haye watched the speckled trout, as they swam peacefiilly 
beneath, or shook their bright fins in the gay snnshine; the gozgeons 
dragon-fly that played aboye the water, and dipped his bri^t wings in its 
ripple— they were all before me. And then came the thought of school 
itself, with its little world of boyish cares and emulations; the early 
imbibed passion for success ; the ardent longing for superiority; the high 
and swelling feeling of the heart, as| home drew near, to thhik that I had gained 
the wished for prize— the object of many an hour's toil — the thought of 
many a long night's dream ; my father's smile ; my mother's kiss ! Oh ! 
what a very world of tender memory that one thought suggests ; for what 
are all our later successes in life— how bright soever our fortune be — 
compared with the early triumphs of our infancy? Where, among the 
jealous rivalry of some, the cold and half-wrung praise of others, the selfish 
and unsympathising regard of all, shaU we find anything to repay us for the 
sweUing ecstasy of our young hearts, as those who have cradled and loved 
VIS grow proud in our successes ? Tor myself, a life that has £uled in every 
prestige of those that prophesied favourably, years that have followed on 
each other only to blight the promise that kind and well-wishing friends 
foretohi, leave but little to dwell upon, that can be reckoned as success. 
And yet, some moments I have had, whicli half seemed to realize my early 
dream of ambition, and rouse my spirit within me ; but what were they all 
compared to my boyish glories? what the passing excitement one's own 
heart inspires in its lonely and selfish solitude, when compared with that 
little world of sympathy and love our early home teemed with, as, proud in 
some trifimg distinction, we fell into a mother's arms, and heard our father's 
" God bless you, boy ?" No, no ; the world has no requital for this. It is 
like the bright day-spring, which, as its glories gild the east, display 
before us a whole world of beauty and promise — ^blighted hopes have not 
withered, false friendships have not scathed, cold, selfish interest has not yet 
hardened our hearts, or dried up our affections, and we are indeed happy ; 
but equally like the burst of morning is it fleeting and short-lived: and 
equally so, too, does it pass away, never, never to return. 

From thoughts like these my mind wandered on to more advanced years, 
when, emerging from very boyhood, I half believed myself a man, and was 
folly convinced I was in love. 

Perhaps, after all, for the time it lasted— ten days, I think— it was the 
most sincere passion I ever felt. I had been spending some weeks at 
a small watering-place in Wales with some relatives of my mother. There 
were, as might be supposed, but few "distractions" in such a place, save the 
scenery, and an occasional day's fishing in the little river of DdlgeUy, Which 
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m vnoL En idl flnu littiB tmbWiw "vliiich ths |nmgBr poftiM tf tke 
(fiHDUQF mw tcytlw^ Ip6i|[ieiit jamtipii wumrv aeiB^<BiaGbffl ft^iisfMQ 
4 VBBj dav eouam, -and to nhiA all JookBA karwmA "with 1^ gaoibBit 
<M ) §wiinfH« — ^the dUbr anes cf the party iritha certamair of quiet pleasaM,a5 
thflng^ they hnenr aiareihan they said, and the Toaageriritk jdl ^jotdd* 
jah-CKiiheBBnoe of yoath&d del%ht. Gkta Momrtnj laeemed to he^ femaO 
I ana Koorfy heaiing, the Torj paragon and pattflan of 'flveiTtiiiBg. "S mq 
«M mm pndaed far heaaAj» Clara was nnniadtBb% prononnoed mak 
pmltier — did anj one ang, Clara's tomsb and taste vobb far nq^ator. h 
0V imnewatd walk, should the shadom of the dadk hills lall -with a 
paotureaquB effeat npon the bine lake, aome one was sure to ai^^ ''Ok ! lunr 
Gbra would like to aketch that.*' In short these was no chann nor ac- 
oompliahment ever the gift tsf woman, that Qara did nut pasaess ; or,^idHt 
amounted pretty much to the same thing, that mjT^atiTeB.did not imptifli% 
give her credit for. The oonstantly recorring praises of the same peani 
affect US always differently as we go on in life. In jouth the pzesraibig 
aenttment is an ardent desire to see the prodigy of whom we hsTe keaida) 
much — in afier years, heartily to detest what handy hnrta Ofor aelf-kne hj 
oomparisons. We would take any steps to avoid meeting what we haro in- 
wardly decreed to be a "bore." The former was my ooume; and ihoogl 
avjT conoaity was certainly very great, I had made np my mind to as gnit 
a disappointment, and half wished for the longed arnral as a meaiiB of 
'critieiaiBg what* they eould see no fault in. 

The wisfaed^fer evening at lengili came, and we aU set out upon a wa&ti 
meet the oaniage which was to bring the long-wished for Clara amoogm 
We had not walked above a mile when the eager eye of the foreaaat 
detected a doud of duat npon the road at some distance; and, after afev 
minutes more, four posters were seen coming along at a tremendoaa rate. 
The next moment sie was making the tour of about a doien nmdes, ann^ 
oonsins, and "cousines," none of whom, it appeared to me, felt any peoiiIiH; 
desire to sunender the hearty embrace to the next of kin in soocessioa. Ai 
last she came to me, when, perhaps, in the confusion of the mement, nsr 
exactly remembering whether or not she had seen me before, she stood for 
a moment silent — a deep blush mantling her lovefy ehoek — massei flf 
waving brown hair disordered and floating upon her shoulders— her hige 
and liquid blue eyes beaming npon me. One look was enough. I im 
deeply— irretrievably in love. 

" Our cousm Harry— Harry Loirequer— wild Hany, as we used to call 
him, Clara," said one of the girls introducing me. 

She held out her- hand, and said something with a smile. What^ I knsv 
Bot-'-Aor canltell how I replied; but something afasuid it mnst have boss* 
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Iff ftnjf ill ln|^ tasfcilj, -aai ike vo^ pa^ hiiwlf iappui mf 
shoulder ja/da^, wUaaag, 
^y w B i mu dy H aiiy ywt 'witt do betterflneibj, Ar I aMffluohfliaitdkeii 

IPkdSier I was qomgiobb tluit I bad b^sred loolishlj or not, I OMDOt 
wei Mf ; bat iihe ndntb of tluA night I thoBghtospor plMU ixuMMaerahln h»r 
I«hoiM Bvcseod in pottiB^ mjuiS fanaad before "Oouain dan," .and 
Yindiealaiig mj9e\( agidnst any irapntationtif sefaDoUioj maimmam fUiat jb^ 
irst appeonyiee might bme oaaised. 

The next thy we xemauied ai home. Clara was too mnch fatigoed to walk 
OTit, and none of na would leave her. What a day of happiness that waa ! 
IbwwvoBieChing of nnifiie, and eonld sing a second. Clara was deligh te d 
at this, for the others had not cultivated singing mnch. We therefore qpent 
part of the monmig m tfaia way. Then, -she prodaoed her eketch-faook, 
and I hnragbt out mine, and we had a mutual interchange of prisonea. 
IHiit cutting out of kavsB and detaching of rice-paper landscapes ! Tbfo, 
she came out upon the lawn to ace my pony leap, and promiaed to ride him 
the Mowing day. She patted the greyhounds, and said Gipsy, which was 
mae, was the pntidest. In a word, before night fell Clara had won viy 
heart in its every fibre, and I went to my room the very happiest of mortals. 

I need not elm>niole my next three days — to mye the most glorious "itais 
jowi" of my life. Clara had evidently singled me out and preferred me to 
all theiest. It was beside me she rode— upon «y arm she leaned in walk- 
ing—and, to fill me with delight unutterable, I overheard her say to mj 
mide, ** Oh ! I doat upon dear Harzy 1 And it is so pleasant, for I'm anie 
Mortimer will be so jealous." 

''And who ia Mortimer?" thonghtl; "he is anewchaiacterin thepieoe, 
of wiiom we have seen nothing." 

I was -not long in doubt upon this head, for that very day, at dinner; the 
identical Mortimer presented himself. He was a fine, dashing-lookiqg, 
Boldier-like fellow, of about thirty-five, with a heavy moustache, and a 
hmnzed chedc — rathec grave in his manner, but still perfectly good-natuzad, 
and when he smiled showing a most handsome set of regular teeth. Clara 
Beemed less pleased (I thought) at his coming than the others, and took 
pleasure in tormenting him by a thousand pettish and frivolous ways, which 
I was sorry for, as I thought he did not like it ; and used to look half 
chidingly at her from time to time, but without any effect, for she just went 
on as before, and generally ended by taking my arm and saying, " Come 
sway, Harry ; you always are kind, and never look sulky. I can agree with 
yoK." These were delightful words for me to listen to, but I could not hear 
them without feeling for him, who evidently was pained by Chura's avowed 
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preference for me ; and whose yean— for I thought thiriy-fire at timt tow 
a little Terging upon the patriarchal— entitled him to more respect. 

*' Well," thought I, one evening, as this game had been carried rather 
further than nsoal, ** I hope she is content now, for certainly Moitimer b 
jealoos ;" and the result prored it, for the whole of the following day he 
absented himself, and nerer came back till late in the erening. He had bees, 
I found, from a chance observation I overheard, at the bishop's palace, and 
the bishop himself, I learned, was to breakfast with us in the morning. 

" Harry, I have a commission for you," said Clara, " You must get up 
very early to-morrow, and dimb the Cader mountain, and bring me a giand 
bouquet of the blue and purple heath that I liked so much the last time I 
was there. Mind very early, for I intend to surprise the bishop to-monow 
with my taste in a nosegay." 

The sun had scarcely risen as I sprang from my bed, and started upon my 
errand. Oh! the glorious beauty of that morning's walk. As I climbed the 
mountain, the deep mists lay upon all around, and except the path I was 
treading, nothing was visible; but before I reached the top, the heavy 
masses of vapour were yielding to the influence of the sun; and as they 
rolled from the valleys up the mountain sides, were every instant opening 
new glens and ravines boieath me—bright in all their verdure, and speckled 
with sheep, whose tingling bells reached me even where I stood. 

I counted above twenty lakes at different levels, below me ; some, brilli- 
ant, and shining like polished mirrors ; others, not less beautiful, dark and 
solemn with some mighty mountain shadow. As I looked landward, the 
mountains reared their huge crests, one above the other, to the farthest any 
eye could reach. Towards the opposite side, the calm and tranquil sea lay 
beneath me, bathed in the yellow gold of a rising sun; a few ships were 
peaceably lying at anchor in the bay ; and the only thing in motion was a 
row-boat, the heavy monotonous stroke of whose oara rose in the stilljiess 
of the monung air. Not a single habitation of man could I descry, nor any 
vestige of a human being, except that mass of something upon, a rock bx 
down beneath were one, and I think it must have been, for I saw a sbe^ 
dog ever returning again and again to the same spot. 

My bouquet was gathered ; the gentian of the Alps, which is found 
here, also contributing its evidence to show where I had been, to aedcit, 
and I turned home. ' 

The family were at breakfast as I entered; at least so the servants sail 
for I only remembered then that the bishop was our guest, and that X ooold 
not present myself without some slight attention to my dress. I bastened 
to my room, and scarcely had I finished, when one of my oonsina^ a little 
girl of eight years, came to the door and said» 

"Harry, come down, Clara wants you." 
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I rushed down stairs, and as I entered the breakfast parlour^ stood still 
with surprise. The ladies were all dressed in white« and even my little 
oonsin wore a gala oostame that almost amazed me. 

"My bouquet^ Harry; I hope you have not forgotten it/' said Clara, as 
I approached. 

I presented it at once, when she gaily and coqnettishlji held out her hand 
forme to kiss. This I did, my blood roshing to my face and temples the 
wMle, and almost depriving me of consciousness. 

** WeU, Clara, I am surprised at you," said Mortimer. " How can you 
treat the poor boy so V' 

I grew deadly pale at these words, and turning round, looked at the 
speaker full in the face. "Poor fellow," thought I, " he is jealous, and I am 
really grieved for him ;" and turned again to Clara. 

^ Here it is— oh ! how handsome, papa," said one of the younger children, 
running eagerly to the window, as a very pretty open carriage with four 
horses drew up before the house. 

" The bishop has taste," I murmured to myself, scarcely deigning to give 
a second look at the equipage. 

Clara now left the room, but speedily returned— -her dress changed, and 
shawled as if for a walk. What could all this mean P— and the whispering, 
too, what is all that? — and why are they all so sad? — Clara has been 
weeping. 

" God bless yon, my child— good-by," said my aunt, as she folded her in 
her arms for the third time. 

'* Good-by, good-by," I heard on every side. At length, approaching me, 
Clara took my hand, and said, 

" My poor Harry, so we are going to part. I am going to Italy." 

"To Italy, Clara? Oh, no— say no. Italy! I shall never see you 
again. 

" Won't you wear this ring for me, Hany ? It is an old fiivouxite 
of yours-^and when we meet again '* 

" Oh ! dearest Clara," I said, " do not speak thus." 

" Good-by, my poor boy, good-by," said Clara^ hurriedly ; and rushing out 
of the room, she was lifted by Mortimer into the carriage, who immediately 
jumping in after her, the whip cracked, the horses clattered, and all was out 
of sight in a second. 

"Why is she gone with him?" said I, reproachfully, turning towards 
my aunt. 

" Why, my dear, a very sufficient reason. She was married this morning." 

This was my first love ! 
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CRAITER XXXVn 



Mttsikg over this boyish adyentarc^ I fell into a deep slmnfaer, aiid en 
awakening it- took me some miimtes before I could recal my senses 
sofBciently to know where I was. The whole face of things in my room was 
completely changed. Flowers had been put in tiie china vases upon the 
tables— two handsome lamps, shaded with gauzes, stood upon the consoles— 
illustrated books, prints, and caricatures, were scattered about. A piano- 
forte had, also, by some witchcraft, insinuated itself into a recess near the- 
sofa— a handsome- little tea service, of old Dresden china, gneed a snnll 
marqueterie table — and a little piquet table stood most invitingly beside the 
fire. I had scarcely time to turn my eyes from one to the other of these new 
occupants, wiien I heard the handle of my door gently turn, as if by some 
cautious hand, and immediately closed my eyes and feigned sleep. Througli 
my half-shut lids I perceived the door opened. After a pause of about a 
second, the skirt of a white muslin dress appeared— then a pretty foot stole 
a little farther — and at last the slight and graceful figure of Emily Bingham 
advanced noiselessly into the room. Fear had render^ her deadly pak ; bat 
the effect of her rich brown hair, braided plainly on either side of her cheek, 
suited so well the character of her features, I thought her far handsomef 
than ever. She came forward towards the table, and I nov could perceire 
that she had something in her hand resembling a letter. This she phujcd 
near my hand — so near as almost to touch it. She leaned over me — ^I fdt 
her breath upon my brow, but never moved. At this instant, a tress of her 
hair, becomijig unfastened, fell over upon my face. She started— the 
motion threw me off my guard, and I looked up. She gave a faint, scarodj 
audible shriek, and sank into the chair beside me. Becovering, however, 
upon the instant, she grasped the Letter she had just laid down, and having 
crushed it between her fingers, threw it into the fire. This done — as if the 
effort had been too much for her strength— she again fell back upon her seat, 
and looked so pale I almost thought she had fainted. 

Before I had time to speak, she rose once more; and now her face was 
bathed in blushes, her eyes swam with rising tears, and her Ups trembled 
with emotion as she spoke. 

•*0h, Mr. Lorrequer, what will you— what can you think of this ?' If yoa 

but knew ;" and here she faltered and, again grew palei, while I^ with 

difficulty rising from the sofa, took her hand, and led her to the chair 
beside it. 

"And may. I not know?" said I; "may I not know, my dear" — ^lam 
not sure I did not say dearest — "Miss Bingham, when, perhaps, the know- 
ledge might make me the happiest of mortahs P" 
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This 'wasra pretty plunge as a sequel to my late resolutions. She bid her 
face between her hands, and sobbed for some seconds. 

'* At least," said I, '* as that letter was destined for me bat a few mom enta 
since, I trust that you will let me hear its contents." 

**Oh no — not now*— not nov,'* said she, entreatingly; and, rising at the 
same time, she turned to leave the room. I stiU held her hand, and pressed 
it within mine. I thought she returned the pressure. I leaned forward to 
catch her eye, when the door was opened hastily, and a most extraordinary 
figure presented itself. 

It was a short, fat man, with a pair of enormous mustachios, of a fiery 
red ; huge bushy whiskers of the same colour; a blue frock covered with 
braiding, and decorated with several crosses and ribbons ; tight pantaloons 
and Hessian boots, with long brass spurs. He held a large gold-headed 
cane in Ms hand, and looked about with an expression of very equivocal 
drdlery, mingled with fear. 

''May I ask, sir,'* said I, as this individual closed the door bdiind him, 

may I ask the reason for this intrusion?" 
Oh, upon my conscience^ TVL do — ^I'm sure to pass muster, now," said 
the wdl-known voice -of Mr. O'Leary, whose pleasant features began to 
dilate amid the forest of red hair he was disguised in. "But I see you 
are engaged," said he, with a sly look at Miss Bingham, whom he had not 
yet recognised; * so I must contrive to hide myself elsewhere, I suppose." 

" It is Miss Bingham," said I, '' who has been kind enough to come 
here -with her maid, to bring me some flowers. Fray present my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Bingham, and say how deeply I feel her kind attention." 

Emily rose at the instant, and recovering her self-possession at once, 
said, * 

" Ton forget, Mr. Lorrequer, it is a secret from whom the flowers came ; 
at least mamma hoped to place them in your vases without your knowing. 
So pray don't speak of it— and Fm sure Mr. 0*Leaiy will not tell.** 

If Mr. O'Leary heard one word of this artful speech I know not, but lie 
certain^ paid no attentbn to it, nor the speaker, who left the room without 
bis appearing' aware of it. 

"Now that she is gone— for which Heaven be praise^*' said I to 
myadf, — ^**Iet me see what this fellow can mean." 

As rtumed hom the door, T could scarcely avoid laughing aloud at the. 
figure before me. He stood opposite a large mirror, his hat on one side of 
his head, one^arm in his breast, and the other extended, leaning, upon his 
stick ; a look of as much ferocity as such features could accomplish had 
been assumed^ and hiis whole attitude was a kind of caricature of' a melo- 
dramatic hero in a German drama. 

••Why, O'Leary, what is all this r 
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''Hash, hiuli/' said he, in a terrified whisper— '' neyer mentioii that 
name again^ till we are over the frontier.'* 
' But, man, explain— what do you mean f* 
Can't you gaesB P" said he, drily. 

Impoeaible; nnlesa the affair at the Salon has indnoed yon to take this 
disgttise, I cannot conceive the reason." 

** Nothing further from it» my dear friend; much worse than that" 

" Out with it, then, at once." 

"She's come— she's here— In this rery honse— No. 29, ahore the 
entresoL'* 

''Who is here, in No. S9, above the entresol P* 

"Who, but "Mn. Olieaiy herself. I was near sirring* 'Badlnckto her.*" 

" And does she know you are here P" 

" That ia what I can't exactly say " said he, ''but she has had thelivie 
des Yoyageurs bronght up to her room, and has been making rather un- 
pleasant inquiries for the proprietor of certain hieroglyphics begimiiog 
with O, which have given me great alarm — ^the more, as all the waiters hare 
been sent for in turn, and subjected to long examination by her. So I have 
lost no time, but, under the auspices of your friend Trevanion, have become 
the fascinating figure you find me, and am now Count O'linsld, a Pole 
of noble fismily, banished by the Russian government, with a father k 
Siberia, and aU that; and I hope, by the end of the week, to be aUe 
to cheat at SeaH^, and deceive the very police itself." 

The idea of Olieaiy's assuming such a metamorphosis was too ahsurd 
not to throw me into a hearty fit of laughing, in which the worthy imigrS 
indulged also. 

"But why. not leave tins at once,** said I, "if you are so matk in dread 
of recognition P" 

"You forget the trial," added Olieary. "Imust be here on the 18th, or 
all my bail is forfeited." 

" True— I had forgotten that. Well, now, your plans." 

"Simply to keep very quiet here till the affair of the tribunal is over, 
and then quit France at once. Meanwhile, Trevanion thinks that we may, 
by a bold stratagem, send Mrs. O'Leary off on a wrong scent, and has 
requested Mrs. Bingham to contrive to make her acquaintance, and ask her 
to tea in her room, when she will see me, m PoloiuM, at a distance, yea 
know — hear something of my melancholy destiny from Trevanionr-aod 
leave the hotel quite sore she has no daim on me. Meanwhile, some 
others of the party are to mention incidentally having met Mr. (/Leuy 
somewhere, or h<»rd of his decease!, or any pleasant little incident that 
may occur to them." 

"The plan is excellent," said I, "for in all probability she may never 
come in yonr way again, if sent off ona good errand this time." 
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** That's what Fm thinking/' said Oljearj ; '' and I am greatly disposed 
to let her hear that Tm with Belzoni in Egypt, with an engagement to spend 
the Christmas with the Bej of Algiers. That wonld give her a yerj pretty 
tour for the remainder of the year, and show her the Pyramids. But, tell me 
fairly, am I a good Pole ?" 

"Bather short," said I, "and a little too fat, perhaps." 

**That oomes from the dash of the Tartar hiood, nothing more; and my 
mother was a Fin," said he, ''she'll never ask whether from the Blackwater 
or the Baltic. How I rerel in the thought, that I may smoke in company 
without a breach of the unities. But I must go : there is a gentleman 
with a quinsy in No. 8, that gi?es me a lesson in Polish this morning. So 
good-by, and don^t forget to be well enough to-night, for you must be 
present at my d^ut." 

O'Leary had scarcely gone, when my thoughts iCTerted to Emily 
Bingham. I was not such a coxcomb as to fancy her in lore with me ; yet 
certainly there was something in the affair which looked not unlike it ; and 
though, by such a circumstance, eyery embarrassment which pressed upon 
me had become infinitely greater, I could not dissemble from myself a sense 
of pleasure at the thought. She was really a yery pretty girl, and improved 
vastly upon acquaintance. " Lgs ab»ettis tmt toufours tort'* is the truest 
proverb in any language, and I felt it, in its fullest force, when Trevanion 
entered my room. 

". Well, Lorrequer," said he, *' your time is not likely to hang heavily on 
your hands in Paris, if occupation will prevent it, for I find you are just now 
booked for a new scrape." 

'* What can you mean ?" said I, starting up. 

"Why, O'Leary, who has been, since your illness, the constant visitor at 
the Binghams— dining there every day, and spending his evenings— has 
just told me that the mamma is only waiting for the arrival of Sir Guy 
Lorrequer in Paris to open the trenches in all form ; and from what she has 
heard of Sir Guy, she deems it most likely he will give her every aid and 
support to making you the husband of the fair Emily." 

"And with good reason, too," said I ; *' for if my uncle were only given 
to understand that I had once gone far in my attentions, nothing would in- 
duce him to break off the match. He was crossed in love himself when 
young, and has made a score of people miserable since, in the benevolent 
idea of marrying them against every obstacle." 

" How very smart you have become," said Trevanion, taking a look round 
my room, and surveying in turn each of the new occupants ; "you must 
certainly reckon upon seeing your fair friend here, or all this elegance 
is sadly wasted." 

This was the time to explain all about Miss Bingham's visit; and I did 
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knakriag sifHif ainooniiiteiiegr. 

'TtttTAiiion llrtwff<d palimtly to the aiidr*-w tSkssi icsiuBntwottBBlBt'^ 
ttuBnadded: 

" And you never saw the letter P" 

" Of course not. It *wa8 Innad hsfine my eyes." 

''I think ike jSbt looks Teiy serioas, liOCBoqwc. Txraniay luHB'woa 
this girl's alBOtioiis. It mattos Utile w^her the mamma be ahacka^sd 
matoh^maker, or the oousinai bullying duflUiat. If the gid haye «a kaai^ and 
tint yoakavegamad it -*' 

" That I nast inaffy, yaa ^pcaiid say." 

"lixac% so — ^withoot the {nmnpldag of your ^irartiiy imde; I .see ao 
other course open to you without dishonour. My adnee, tiuEefoK, ii, 
aaoertain— -and that sfioedtly^how far your atienticnis kaye been attended 
with the aoooesB you dmad-Hond then deoidB:at obbb. An you aUe to get 
as far as ICrs. Bingham^s loom-thn monnsg f If ao, eeme along. I Aall 
take all the^Wm of la ohbe-auuonna off yomr hands, while you talk lo tie 
danghter ; and half an hoar's courage and xeKdotion wiU do it aIL** 

Having made the most effiectiye toilet my meaaa would permit, 317 x^ 
arm in asling, and my step trraibling from weakness, I aidlied forth aitii 
Trefamon to make love with as many fears for the xesnlt as the most faa^ 
ful admirer ever experienced, when pressing his suit upon .aome haq^ 
belle— bat for a far diierent reason. 



OHAPTBR XXXVm. 

THE PJBOFOSAL. 



Oir reaching Mrs. Bingham's apartment, we fonnd that die had jint kft 
home to wait upon Mrs. Oljeary, and eonaeqnently, that Miss BinghsmwB 
alone. Treyamon, therefore, having wished me a safe delivecanee thxoogli 
my trying mission, shook my hand warmly, and departed. 

I stood for some minutes irresolutely, with my handup(m tiie Iwk of the 
door. To think that the nest few moments may decide the fortune oi one's 
after life is a sufficiently anxious thought ; but that your fate may be so 
dedded, by oompelling you to finish in sorrowidiat youfaave b^uninMy, 
is still more insupportable. Such, then, was ii^ oondition. Ihad resohcd 
witiiin myself, if the result of this meeting should pcove that I •had inm 
Miss Bingham's affections, to propose for her at once in all focm, ami make 
her my wife. H, on the other hand, I only fonnd that she too had aaissed 
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handf ^tk a liMe panung flktatioii, vfaj tilien, I 

Irot Q& catechising mygelf a little okaer, I diseovend jBisk I moB wA dadis- 

poied to joakB love i^imm. 

With tfa& speed of lightning, mjnund xaa over every passage of tna «c- 
qnaiotance — onr first meeting — our scditarywalks— oar daUy, hourly aeio- 
(naims — our traTellingiiiiiiDaq^ — 4he adrffiiiure^di-Chaiifacaiiie; there iras^ 
it is tme, notixii^ in all this which could establish the faet of wooing, but 
weiythiag which should eom^inoe an old ofienderlikemyself that the young 
kdj'was '^-en -prise,'' and that I myself-^-^lespite my really stroug attadi- 
ment elseirheie— ^was not entirely aoathless. 

"Yes/' said I, half aloud, as I once more reviewed the past, ^^it is -but 
another chapter in my history in keeping with all ihe Toat— one step has 
ever kd me to aseeond, and -so on io a third; what withoth^ men hsre 
passed for mens trifles, have ever with me beeome serious difficulties, andtke 
false entJiufiiassn witii which I ever follow any object in life, blinds me for 
the time, and mistaking seal for inoliaation, I norerfeel how little my heart 
is iaterested in success, till the fever of pursuit is over.'' 

These were pleasant thoughts for one about to throw himself at a pretty 
girl's feet, and pour out his ''soul of love before ker ;" but that with me 
was the least f>art of it. Onrran, they «ay, usually pieked up his fiaots in a 
case from the opposite counsel's stat^oeents ; I always relied Isriny conduct 
in canyiug on anythu^ to the chance circumstances of the moment, and 
trastedto my animal spirits to give me an .interest in whatever, for the time 
being, engaged me. 

I opened the door. Hiss Bingham was eittii^ at a table, her head leaning 
upon her hands— some open letters which lay before her evidently so occu- 
pying her attention that my approach was unheard. On my addressii^ her, 
she turned Tound sudd^y, and became at first deep scarlet, then pale as 
death : while, turning to the table, she hurriedly tlurew her kttors into a 
drawer^ and motioned me to a place beside her. 

After i^ first loief and common-place inquiry for my health, and kopes 
£or my speedy ^recovery, she became silent; and I too, primed with topics 
innumerable to discuss — ^knowing how short my time might prove b^oie 
Mrs. Bingham's return — could not say a word. 

''I hope, Mr. Lorrequer," said she, at length, "that you have incurred'no 
risk by leaving your room so early." 

"I have not," I replied; "but even were there a certainty of it, tike 
anxiety I laibouied under to see and speak with you alone, would have over- 
come all fears on that account. Sinee this unfortunate business has con- 
fined me to my chamber, I have done nothing but think over circumstances 
which have at length so entirely taken possession of me, that I must, at taaj 
saoiioe, have sought an opportunity to explain to you" — here Emily looked 
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down, and I oontiiuied— "I need soaroely say ^diat my feelings must long 
since hare betrayed, that to hare enjoyed the daily happiness of living in 
yonr society, of estimating yonr worth, of feeling yonr fascinations, ireie 
not the means most in request for him, who knew, too well, how little he 
desenred, either by fortune or desert, to hope to make you his ; and y^ 
how little has prodenoe or caution to do with situations like this." She did 
not guess the animus of this speecL "I felt all I have described; and yet, 
and yet, I lingered on, prising too dearly the happiness of the present hour, 
to risk it by any ayowal of sentiments, which might haye banished me from 
your presence for erer. If the alternation of these hopes and fean has 
proved too strong for my reason at last, I cannot help it; and thu it is 
which now leads me to make this avowal to you." Emily turned her head 
away from me ; but her agitated manner showed how deq>ly my words had 
affected her; and I too, now that I had finished, felt that I had been 

coming it rather strong" — though perhi^ not yezy intelligibly. 
I had hoped, Mr. Lomquer," said she, at length—" I had hoped, I 
confess, to have had an opportunity of speaking with you." — ^Then, thought 
I, the game is over, and Biihqp Luscombe ia richer by ten pounds than 
I wish him. — ^" Something, I know not what, in your manner, led me 
to suspect that your affections might lean towards me : hints you haye 
dropped, and, now and then, your chance allusions strengthened the bdie( 
and I determined, at length, that no feeling of maidenly shame on mj 
part should endanger the happiness of either of us, and I resolved to 
see you : tins was so difficult, that I wrote a letter, and that letter, whidi 
might have sayed me all distressing explanaticm, I burned before you this 
morning.** 

^' But, why, dearest girl,"— -here was a plunge—" why, if the letter could 
remove any misconstruction, or oould be the means of dispelling any doubt 
—why not have let me see it ?** 

''Hear me out,** cried she, eagerly, and evidently not heeding my inter- 
ruption ; " I determined, if your affecidons were indeed—** Afloodof teas 
hm hsoke forth, and drowned her words ; her head sank between her hands, 
and she sobbed bitterly. 

"Corpo di Baochol" said I to myself, "it ia all oyer with me; the poor 
girl is evidently jeakms, and her heart vrill break." 

"Dearest, dearest Emily," said I, passing my arm round her, and ap- 
proaching my head close to hers, " if you think that any other love thuL 
yours could ever beat within this heart— that I oould see you kouriy before 
me— -liye beneath your smile, and gase upon your beauty— and, stiU more 
than all— pardon the boldness of the thought — ^fed that I was not indiff^ 
rent to you——" 

" Oh ! spare me this at least," said she, turning round her teai&l ejts 
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upon me, and looking most bewitchingly beaatifiil. "Hare I then shown 
you this plainly?" 

" Yes, dearest girl ! That instinct which tells ns we are loved has spoken 
within me. And here in this beating heart *' 

"Oh! saj no more," said she; ''if I havcx indeed, gained yonr aifeo- 
tions " 

"If-^jou have," said I, clasping her to my heart, while she continued 
to sob still violently, and I felt half disposed to blow my brains out for my 
saocess. Howerer, there is something in love-making as in fox-hnnting, 
which carries yon along in spite of yourself; and I continued to pour forth 
▼hole rhapsodies of love that the Pastor Fido could not equal. 

"Enough," said she — ^"it is enough that you love me and that I have 
encouraged your so doing. But oh ! tell me once more, and think how 
much of future happiness may rest upon your answer— tell me, may not 
this be some passing attachment, which circumstances have created, and 
others may dispel? Say, might not absence, time, or another more 
worthy ^' 

This was certainly a very rigid cross-examination when I thought the 
trial was over ; and, not being exactly prepared for it, I felt no other mode 
of reply than pressing her taper fingers alternately to my lips, and muttering 
something that might pass for a declaration of love unalterable, but, to my 
own ears, resembled a lament on my folly. 

" She is mine now," thought I, "so we must e'en make the best of it ; 
and truly she is a very handsome girl, though not a Lady Jane Gallonby. 
The next step is the mamma ; but I do not anticipate much difSiculty in 
that quarter." 

"Leave me now," said she, in a low and broken voice; "but promise 
iiot to speak of this meeting to any one before we meet again. I have my 
leasons; believe me they are sufficient ones, so promise me this before we 
part." 

Having readily given the pledge required, I again kissed her hand and 
bade fuewell, not a little puzzled the whole time at perceiving that ever 
since my declaration and acceptance Emily seemed anything but happy, and 
evidently stm^ling against some secret feeling of which I knew nothing. 
"Yes," thought I, as I wended my way along the corridor, "the poor little 
girl is tremendously jealous, and I must have said many a thing during our 
intimacy to hurt her. However, that is all past and gone ; and now comes 
a new dbnracter for me : my next appearance will be in the part of the 
'happy husband.' 
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GSQiFTEE JXnK, 

ZHOUCmS UKUI MATKIMOinr IN GHHBBAZiy AMD JN TH3B ABaCf OT TAJ*TTOMi 

VBB SmOBT OF KBBBT Ain> BILLT ll^GABB. 

".8q," thmight I, as I dosed the door of my room bebind me/"l,9m ac- 
4)epted-*ihe die is cast whicb makes -me a Eenedict : yet BJesvaiLlaoiB 
tiiat sorer ^was a man less jdi^^osed to lie over joyous at his good foiQiie T' 
What a happy isvmtion it were, if whan adopting a^yioad in. life, vemidd 
only manage to forget that we had ever (contemplated, any otiier ! It is the 
etefnal looking back in this worhi that loms the staple of adl our jniseiy; 
and we are bat ill-requited iar aneh nahappiness by .the boghteat aalifiapa- 
tions we ean oonjure np for the foture. .How.n»ohiof aU that ** past" w 
sow to become a soozoe of painful necoUedioqv and to how littie of fte 
Intiire eould I look forward with even hope ! 

Oar weaknesses are mach more constantly the spring of ail oar jumaj- 
ances and troubles than ev«n our vices. The one we ludd in some sort of 
anhjeetioiL : we are perfectly shwes to the othesa. T3m tiioa^t caiae fame 
moat f(«eibly to my bosom, as I leieoted upon the step which lad memL 
imperceptibly to my present embazrasaaent. "Well, e'ettjmi, now/' said 
I, drawing upon that bountiful souroB of onnaolation ever opmi to the nan 
who murs his fortone— that " what is past can't be aamended ;" nhitk piece 
of philosophy, as well as iis twin brother, that '* all will be the aaae a 
handled years henee," have been golden rules to me £com my dbildhood. 

The transition from one mode of life to another perfectly d^EBxent has 
ever seemed to me a gveat trial of a man's moral courage ; besides that the 
£BOt of quitting for ever any thing, no matter how insigni&caat fur vakdsis, 
is ahrays attended with painful miegivingB. Mj bachelor life had ita shaie 
of annoyances and disappointments, it is true ; but, upon the whole, it ms 
a most happy one— and now I was about to amrendw it for ever, sot yield- 
ing to the impulse of a&ction and love for one -withomt whom life «ere 
valueless to me, but merely a reoompenae for the indulgeBuM)*^ 4hat Ual 
habit I had contracted of pursuing with eagemeas every ahadowihatcnmd 
my path. All my early friends— all my vagsant faueiea-^aU my day^diBBBs 
of tibe foture I was now to autrender — for, what beeoraes of axi^ man's 
badielor friends wh^ he is once married P Where arehisjaaoahlesiB hjgh 
.and by-ways when he has a wife P and what is left lor anticipatifiiL a&er his 
wedding, except, perhaps, to speculate upon the arrangement of hia fmealf 
To a military man more than to any other these are serious thoughts. All 
the fascinations of an army life, in war or peace, lie in tbe daily, hourly 
associations with your brother officers — the morning cigar, the barnu^- 
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flqaa0e'lov9»— 41k aftemofm ride— ilicganeof biUiardi befinediinHv— 
the mess (that perfection of dinner society) — tlie plans for the«eTfiiuqg*<^ 
the deviUfid Jddo^ at tweke— &niiiQg «o many poiata^f .ikpartwoe viicnoe 
you sail out upon your daily TOjeg^ timwgfa life. Fer§u$ tiifise, joa have 
that awful perversion of all that is natoial — an officer's vife. 6be liaa i^en 
a beaaty when young, faad black e^ies and liigli iKiropleiian, a good figure, 
nthor iacUned to emboi^iQiiit, and a eertain spmigiiieaB in.ber "walk, and ta 
jaontiiinsin ber ak, ibat ate ever )wfe attracstiABS toAJub. in a macchiBg 
regtment. She can play backgammon, and sing *' Di taoii -palpiti,'' aad, if 
an LasbwiGman, .is certain to be able tojide a ate^le^cbafle, And baa an unole 
a hx^ who {en ^tan^kke) always tuxns ont to be a CBeation siade by Jjbig 
James after bis abdiflation. In cancbunon, abe break&ata mu.jMpUifiia^^ 
wears bor shoes down at bed — calls epreiy <^loer of ibe Teginent by las 
same— has a great taste for inczeasing bis nu^esty's lieges, and ideiigkfca in 
IjOBdon porter. To ibis ,genu8 of Yrow I baTe aafer jeeaaed to eotetain 
the most thrSling abbonenee ; and yet bov often baie I seen wbat-appBaEBad 
to be pretly and iotereating girls iedl into aonMstbiagof tbifi aoct ! aad bMr 
oftea have I yowed any fate to myself latker tbaa boQfimeiJbB.biiaband-ofA 
Wgage-waggtmwife! 

Had all my most sanguine hopes pr(»iised vealising— -bad ay suit intb 
Iftdy Jane been favourable, I could scarcely baire bade adieu to my.badidor 
hfe without a sigh. No prosped; of future bappiaese can evsr perfectly 
exdade all regret at quitting our present state for ever. 1 am sure if I bad 
been a eaterpiUar, it would bare been with a btavy heart that I wouldbaire 
donaed my wmgs as a buttenfly. Now the metamor^ais was isvexaed: 
aeed it be wondered if I were sad P 

So completely was I absorbed in my thoughts upon this matter, that I 
M not peroeived the entrance of O'Leaiy and Trevanion, who, unaware of 
my being in the apartment, as I was stretched upon a 6o£a in a dark comer, 
dzew thdr diaus towards the fire and began chatting. 

"Do you know, Mr. Treyanion," said O'Leaiy, " I am half a&aid of this 
^jsgidaeof mine. Lsometimes think I amuot like a Pdb; andif she shoiuld 
discover me ^" 

"No fear of that in the world; your costume is perfect, your beacd 

^exeep<i<ffiable. I could, perhaps^ have desired alit^e less panndi.; but 
then- -** 

That eomes of fretting, as Falstaff says; and youionst not fos^t that 
I Ml banished from my oountiy." 

** Now, as to your conversation, I should advise you saying very Utya-— 
not one woid of English. You may, if you like, call in the Aaastaoce df 
«8b when hard premed.^' 

''I luwe my ifears.on that scene. These is no knowing where that might 
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lead to difloorerj. Tou know the storj of the Knlglit of Keny and Bittj 
MtJaber 

*' I fear I mnat oonfeas mj ignoianoe— I have never heard of it/ 

" Then maybe yon nerer knew Gfles Dackson P" 

"I hare not that pleasure either." 

''Xiord bless me, how stiange that is ! I thought he was better koon 
than the Dnke of Wellington or the travelling piper. Well, I mnst tell jm 
the story, for it has a moral, too— indeed, sereial morals ; bat yonll find 
that ont for yourself. Well, it seems that one day the Knight of Kenj 
was walking along the Strand in London, killing an hour's time, till tiie 
House was done prayers, and Hume tired of hearing himself speaking; his 
^e was caught by an enormous picture displayed upon the wall of a koose, 
representing a human figure oorered with long dark hair, with huge nails 
upon his hands, and a most fearfol expression of face. At first the Kmglit 
thought it was Dr. Bowring; but on coming nearer he heard a man nHk a 
scarlet livery and a cocked hat call out, ' Walk in, ladies and gentlemen- 
the most Tonderfhl curiosity ever exhibited— only one shilling— tiie TOd 
man from CSiippoowango, in Africay— eats raw wittles without beio^ 
cooked, and many other surprising and pleasing performances.' 

*' The Knight paid his money, and was admitted. At first the crovd pre- 
vented his seeing anything— for the place was fall to sufbeation, and tiie 
noise awful— for, besides the exdamations and applause of the audience, 
there were three barrel-organs, playing 'Home, sweet Home !' and ' Chen; 
Bipe,' and the wild man himself contributed his share to the uproar. At 
last, the Knight obtained, by dint of squeezing and some pushing, a place 
in the firont, when, to his very great horror, he bdield a figure that (ar 
eclipsed the portrait without doors. 

" It was a man neai^y naked, covered with long, shaggy hair, that grew 
even over his nose and cheek bones. He sprang about, sometimes on his 
feet, sometimes all-fours, but always uttering the most fearful yella, and 
glaring upon the crowd in a manner that was really dangerous. The 
Knight did not fed exactly happy at the whole proceeding, and b^ 
heartily to wish himself back in the 'House,' even upon a committee of 
privileges, when, suddenly, the savage gave a more frantic scream than 
before, and seised upon a morsel of raw beef, which a keeper extended to 
him upon a long fork, like a tandem whip— he was not safe, it i^pean, at 
dose quarters ;— this he tore to pieces eagerly, and devoured in the most 
voracious manner, amid great dapping of hands, and other evidences of 
satisfaction from t^«ndienoe. ' I'll go, now,' thought the Knight, ' for God 
knows whether, in his hungry moods, he might not fancy to condode his 
dinner by a member of Parliament.' Just at this instant, some sounds strnck 
upon his ear that surprised him not a little. He listened more attmtirely, 
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and oanodTe, if yoa can, his amaKement to find that^ amid his most f earfnl 
cries and wild yells, the savage was talking Irish. Langh if you like, but 
it*8 truth I am telling yon — ^nothing less than Irish. There he was, jump- 
ing four feet high in the air, eating his raw meat, pulling out his hair 
by handfuls, and, amid all this, cursing the whole company to his heart's 
content, in as good Irish as eyer was heard in Tralee. Now, though the 
K^ht had heard of red Jews and white Negroes, he had never happened 
to read any account of an African Irishman ; so he listened very closely, 
and by degrees, not only the words were known to him, but the very voice 
was famiUar. At length, something he heard left no further doubt upon his 
mind, and, turning to the savage, he addressed him in Irish, at the same 
time fixing a look of most scrutimsing import upon him. 

' Who are you, you scoundrel ?' said the Knight. 

' Billy M'Cabe, your honour.' 

'And what do you mean by pkying off these tricks here, instead of 
earning jour bread like an honest man P' 

'* ' Whisht !' said Billy, ' and keep the secret. I'm earning the rent for 
jour honour. One must do many a queer thing that pays two pound ten an 
acre for bad land.' 

" This was enough : the Ejiight wi^ed BiUy every success, and left him 
amid the vociferous applause of a well-satisfied audience. This adventure, 
it seems, has made the worthy Knight a great friend to the introduction of 
poor laws ; for, he remarks very truly, ' more of Billyhs countrymen might 
take a iiBncy to a savage life if the secret was found out.' " 

It was impossible for me to preserve my incognito, as Mr. O'Leary con- 
cluded his story, and I was obliged to join in the mirth of Trevanion, who 
laughed loud and long as he finished it. 






CHAPTER XL. 

A BBMINISOBHOE. 



(yjjEAXS and Trevanion had scarcely left the room when the waiter 
entered with two letters — ^the one bore a German post-mark, and was in the 
weU-lAiown hand of Lady Gallonby— the other in a writing with which I was 
no less fiEuniUar — ^that of Emily Bingham. 

Let any one who has been patient enough to follow me through these 
" Ckmfessions," conceive my agitation at this moment. There lay my fate 
before me, coupled, in all likelihood, with a view of what it might have 
been under happier auspices — at least so in anticipation did I read the two 
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unopened epistles. Mj Ikte interv ie w with Hiss Kigltaon left bo dtoobt 
npon mj mind that I had secnred her affeetions*; and acting in aiscordaiiBB 
wkh the counsel of Trevanion, no less tiian mf own sense of xighi^ I ie> 
sohred upon manying her, with what prospect of happiness I dared not to 
think of! 

Alas I and alas ! there is no infatuation like the taste for fiirtsticni — wast 
empty, ralueless, heartless flirtation. Ton hide the diee-boxandthebiffini 
qneue, lest your son become a gambler— yon put aside the Bacing Goloidar, 
lest he imbibe a jockey predilection— but yon ner^ tremble at Im 
fondness for white muslin and a satin slipper, far mam dangeroas tastes 
though they be, and infinitely more perilous to a man's peace and pro- 
sperity than all the "Queens of trumps" that erer figioed, whether on paste- 
board or the Doncaster ! " Woman's my wakeness, j&r honor,'* said an 
honest Fatlander, on being charged before the lord mayor with having four 
wires living; and without having any sueh "Algerine act** upon w^ oon- 
scienoe, I must, I fear, enter a some^rirat simHar plea for my down&lMngs, 
and arow in humble gratitude that I hare scarcely had a misfortose ihrougii 
Ufe unattributable to them in one way or another. And this I say withmzt 
any reference to country, class, or complexion, " black, brown, or fair;" from 
my first step forth into life, a raw sub. in l^e gaBani 4— th, to tlin sune 
hour, I haye no other avowal, no other confession to make. **% alwsfs 
ready with the pistol,^wa8 the dying advice of an Irndi statesraanio ius som : 
mine, in a simihr circumstance, would raihei be ** Oanhg-wmt des/HmmM" 
and more especially if they be Irish. 

^lere is something ahnoit treacherous in the faeflitywith widoh an Iraii 
girl receives your early attentions and appears to like them, that isvaria% 
turns a young fellow's head Tery long before he has any prospeetof toueUng' 
Aer heart. She thinks it so natural to be made Iotc to, that there is neither 
any affected coyness nor any agitated surprise. She listens to your declara- 
tion of love as quietly as the chief justice would to one of law, and refers 
the decision to a packed jury of her relatives, who rarely recommend you to 
mercy. Lotc and fighting, too, are so intfanately united in Ireland, that a 
courtship rarely progresses without at least one exchange of shots between 
some of the parties concerned. My first twenty-four hours in Dublin is so 
pleasantly characteristic of this, that I may as well relate it here, w4ile tlie 
subject is before us; besides, as theso " Gonfiessrons^* are jnfanded as 
warnings and guides to youth, I may convey a useful lesson, lowing why a 
man should not "make love in the dark.** 

It was upon a raw, cold, driszling morning in February, 18-^ tlta^ our 
regiment landed on l^e North-wall &om liverpod, vidience w» had been 
hurriedly ordered to repress some riots and disturbances then aptatbg 
Dublin. 

We marched to the Eoyal Barracks, our band playing Patrick's Day,, to 
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tte yeiy considerable admiratioa of' as naked 8 population as erer lofvd 
nniaic. ^e — th Dragoons were at the same time quartered there — bright 
}Jeasant, jovial fdlows, who soon gave us to understand that the troubles 
w«re over before we arrived, and that the great city authorities were ninr 
returning thanks for their preservation from fire and sword bj a secies of 
entertainments of the most costly, but somewhat inoongruous, kind*— the 
company being scarce less mixed than the dishes. Peers and play-actors^ 
judges and gaolers, archbishops, tailors, attorn^, ropemakers and apothe- 
caries, all unitii^ in the festive delight of good feeding, and drinking the 
"glorious memory" — but of whom, half the company looew not> only 
surmising " it was something agin the Papists^'' Ton maysmile, bat these 
were pleasant times, and I soiurcely care to go back there since they were 
changed. But to return. The — ^th had just reeeived an invitation to a 
ball, to be given by the high sheriff, and to whieh they most conaderately 
said we should also be invited* This negotiatkni wa» so wdl maniiged, thsfe 
before noon we all received our cards &om a green-livaded youth, mounted 
upon a very emadated pony — ^the whole tum-ent not aogoiing flattering^ 
of the h%h sheriff's' taete is equipage. 

We dined with the — th, and, as onvlonniy before going to an evemog 
party, took the ''other bottie'* of daiet liiat lies b^ood the frontier of 
pnidenoe. In fact> from the lieutenanl^eolonei dows to the newly^jomed 
ensign, latere was not a feee in the party that cUd^ not betray " signs of the 
times'' that promised most favourably for the mirth of th& idieriff 's baU. 
We were so perfectly up^ to liie mark, that our. nn^or, a ConDemaz» man, 
said, as we left the mess-room; " a liqueur glass would speii us." 

In thisraem^ of our intelted^ual wodth^ we staxied about etevcn o^ckxk 
upon every speciee of conveyanee that chance oodd press into the servieeb 
GHT ]iackn^<«oaehe8 there we few, but in juries, noddies^ and jansting- 
cars, with three on a side and '''one in ihi weU,"* we mustered strong. 
]>>wn Barraek-street we galloped, the mob cheering us^ we laughing, and 
I'm afraid shouting a little, too — tbe watchmen springii^ their rattles, as if 
instinctively at noise, and ihe whole population up and awake, evidently 
entertaining a high opinion of our convivial qualities. Our voices became 
gradually more deeorous, however, as we approached the more civilised 
quarter of the town; and with only the slight stoppage of the procession 
tapidk up an occasional drop^er-off, as he lapsed from the seat of a jaunting- 
car, we arrived at length at our host's residence, somewhere in StdtviUcH 
street. 

Had our advent conferred the order of knighthood upon the hos^ he 
conid not have received us with more delight. He shook us aE is turn by 
the hand, to the number of ei^ht-and-thirty, and then presented us seriatim 
to his spouse, a v«ry bejewelled lady of some forty years— who, irhai b©*- 
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tween bugles, feathers, and her turban, looked excesayely like a Ghiotte 
pagoda upon a saucer. The rooms were crowded to suffoodion— the noise 
awful — and the company crushing and elbowing rather a little more thaa 
you expect where the moiety are of the softer sex. Howerer, we all so 
perfect]^ fell in with the habits oi^ the place, that, ere half an hour, we 
squeezed, ogled, leered, and drank champagne like the rest of the coqwn- 
tion. 

*<Devil]sh hot work, this," said the colonel, as he passed me with tvo 
rosy-cheeked, smiling ladies on either arm; "the mayor— that little fellov 
in tiie punch-coloured shorts — has very nearly put me ion de combat with 
strong n^s ; take care of him, I adyise you." 

Tipsy as I felt myself, I was yet sufficiently dear to be fully aliTe to 
the cbrolleiy of the scene before me. Flirtations that, under other dicam- 
stanoes, would demand the secrecy and solitude of a country green lane, or 
some garden bower, were here conducted in all the open el&ontery of wax- 
lights and lustres ; looks were interchanged, hands were squeezed, and soft 
things whispered, and smiles returned; till the intoxication of ''punch 
negus" and spiced port gave wfiy to the far greater one of bright looks and 
tender glances. Quadrilles and country dances — waltzing there was none 
(perhi^ all for the best)— whist, backgammon, loo — ^unlimited for uproar 
—sandwiches, and warm liquors, employed us pretty briskly till supper was 
announced, when a grand squeeze took place on the stairs— the population 
tending thitherward with an eagerness that a previous starvation, of twenty- 
four hours could alone justify. Among this dense mass of moving muslin^ 
velvet and broaddoth, I found myself chaperoning an extremely tempting 
little damsely with a pair of laughing blue eyes and dark eyelashes, who 
had been committed to my care and guidance for the passage. 

<* Miss Moriarty, Mr. Lorrequer," said an old lady in green and spangles, 
who I afterwards found was the lady mayoress. 

" The nicest girl in the room," said a gentleman with a Tipperary accent, 
" and has a mighty sweet place near AtUone." 

33ie hint was not lost upon me, and I speedily began to *'make up** to 
my charge ; and before we reached the supper-room, learned certain parti- 
culars of her history, which I have not yet forgotten. She was, it seems, 
sister to a lady then in the room, the wife of an attorney, who rejoiced in 
the pleasing and dassical appellation of Mr. Mark Andiony Fitzpatrick; 
the aforesaid Mark Anthony being a tall, raw-boned, black-whiskered, ill- 
looking dog^ that from time to time contrived to throw very uncomfortable- 
looking glances at me and Mary Anne, for she was so named, the whole 
time of supper. After a few minutes, however, I totally forgot him, and, 
indeed, everything else, in the fascination of my fair companion. She 
shared her chair with me, upon which I supported her by my arm passed 
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xound the back; we eat our pickled salmon, jellj, blano^mange, cold 
chickeiit ham, and costard off the same plate, with an occasional squeeze 
of the finger, as our hands met — her ejes making sad hayoc with me all the 
while, as I poured my tale of Iotc— -love, lasting, buming, all-consuming — 
into her not unwilling ear. 

" Ah I now, je'r not in earnest P" 

" Yes» Mary Anne, by all that's " 

''Well, there now, don't swear, and take care— sure Mark Anthony is 
looking." 

" Mark Anthony be '* 

'*0h! how passionate you are; Pm sure I never could live easy with you. 
There, now, give me some sponge-cake, and don't be squeesmg me, or they'll 
see you," 

** Tes, to my heart, dearest girl." 

" Ocfa, it's cheese you're giving me," said she, with a grimace that nearly 
cored my passion. 

" A cottage, a hut, with you— with youP* said I, in a cadence that I defy 
Maoready to rival "What is worldly splendour, or the empty glitter of 
rank?" 

I here g^ced at my epaulets, upon which I saw her eyes riveted. 

"Isn't the ginger beer beautiful!" said she, emptying a glass of cham- 
pagne. 

Still I was not to be roused from my trance, and continued my courtship 
as warmly as ever. 

" I suppose you will come home now;" said a gruff voice behind Mary 
Anne. 

I turned and perceived Mark Anthony with a grim look of peculiar 
import. 

" Oh, Mark dear, Fm engaged to dance another set with this gentleman." 

" Ye are, are ye P" replied Mark, eyeing me askance. " Troth and I think 
the gentleman would be better if he went off to his flea-bag himself." 

In my then mystified intellect this west-country synonym for a bed a little 
puzzled me. 

Tes, sir, the lady is engaged iome: have you anything to say to that ?" 
Nothing at present, at all," said Mark, almost timidly. 
Oh dear, oh dear," sobbed Mary Anne ; " they're going to fight, and 
he'U be kiUed— I know he will" 

Eor which of us this fate was destined, I stopped not to consider, but 
taking the lady under my arm, elbowed my way to the drawing-room, amid a 
very sufficient patting upon the back, and thumping between the shoulders, 
bestowed by members of the company who approved of my proceedings. 
The three fiddles, the flute, and bassoon, that formed our band, being by this 

V 
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time saflUnimtly diiudc» {dayed after a faahioii of tkeir own, iiiHckVy oneaf 
those atzaage i^rmpaitiiies c^ oar nature, impsited ita iofloaiOB to on legs, 
and a,ooiiiitiy dance vaa performed ia a style of free aid easy geatici^tioD 
that defies descriptKm. At the end of eighteen ccMple^ tired of my 
exertions — and they were not slight — I leaned my badL a^^dnst the wall of 
the room, which I now, for the first time» perceiTed.wafr eofverod with a Teiy 
peculiar and novel species of hanging—410 less than a kind of rough, gxcen 
baize doth, that moved and floated at every motion of the air. I paid little 
attention to this, till suddenly taming my head, something gave way behind 
it. I felt myself struck upon the back of the neck, and fell forward iato the 
room, covered by a perfect avalanche of fenden^ fire-iiODBy firying^paBs, and 
copper kettles, mingled with the lesser artiUny ol small nafls, door-keys, 
and holdfasts. There I lay amid the most vociferous mirth I ever hsteaed 
to, under the confounded torrent of ironlnoiigery that half stvmiedme. The 
laughter over, I was assisted to rise, and haviag drwak ahont a pint of 
vinegar, and had my face and temples washed in strong whii^y pfondi— tiie 
allocation of the fluids being mistaken — ^I leanied that bur hort^ Ihe hi^ 
sheriff, was a celebrated tin and iron man, and iiiat hia ba&-4!Oom was no 
other than his magazine of metals, and that to conceal the well-filled sheha 
from the gaze of his aristocratic goests, they were clothed m tbemiBBeire- 
lated; which my unhappy head, by some miflfortune, d i qaiaoed, and thus 
brought on a calamity scarcely less afflicting to him than to myself. I shoiM 
scareely have stqiped to mention this here, were k not thaik Mary Asne's 
gentle nursing of me in my misery went far to complete what her fsaciiiatioB 
had began; and although she could not help kaghiag at the ooconesce, I 
forgave her readily for her kindness. 

''Eemember,'* said I, trying to og^ through a black eye, paisfced by Ihe 
angle of a register grate — "remember, Mary Anne, I am to see you honie.' 

''Oh 1 dear, sir, sore I don't know how you can maaage ft " 

Here Mark Anthony's entrance cut short her speeeh, for he eamd to dechre 
that some of the officers had taken his coach, and was, asmightbesiqfqMsed, 
in a towering passion. 

"If, sir," said I, with an air of the most balmy courtesy — ^"if I can be of 
any use in assisting you to see your frinids home-——" 

" Ah ! then, ye'r a nice-looking artide to see ladies home. 1 widi yon 
seen yourself this minute," said he. 

As I felt it would be no breach of the unities — time, place, and everything 
considered — to smash his skull, I should certainly have proceeded to do so, 
had not a look of the most imploring kind from Mary Anne restrained me. 
By this time, he had taken her under the arm, and was leading her away. I 
stood irresolute, till a glance from my charmer caught me ; when I rallied at 
once, and followed them down stairs. Here the soene was Id the fill tf 
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^nnsa^afi aibov^; iki doakixig; ahawiiiig, dkociig; Acl, o£ tiMikdieatbdiig 
•eertaoiJy as nktik-nidTiag^ a process as I shoald ifish to see. Here xme 
iBolhttn. trysB^ to eolJect their daughters, as a hm. her duokens, and as in 
tiuifc ease^ tiw pnzsuit o£ QflemsBaUy lost all the others; iesfy papas swevnig, 
lorerst leeriiig> as thej twkted the boas romid the iak throats of their aweet- 
heartsi 'WWB of love^ mingling with lamentafcioiis fer a hgt slipper, or a 
stra|7 mantle. Sometiioes the candles were e3Elingiibhed» and the u^ie 
became greater, till the order and light were restorad together. MeonwMlfl^ 
each of our fdlovs had secured his faur one, aare myself, and I was exposed 
to BO amall ndieole for ray want of taofc. Nettled bj t^, I made aphmge 
to theconiK ci the rooin, where Mary Anne was sha^^ing ; I recognisedher 
pink sash, threw her doak over her shoulders, and at the very mecment tW 
Mark Anthony drew hk wile's acin. within his, I peilormed the same by mg 
friend, and followed them to the door. Here, the gxim brcither>-in4aw tiuned 
round to take Mary Anna's ann, and seeing her with me» mensLy gave a kind 
of hoaiso. ehnckte, and mattered, " Y^ wdl, sir : upon my consoieBoe, you 
itfiU have it> I see." Bnzing thb brief interraJ, so ocenpied was I in 
watchia^ him« thai I neyer once looked in my faijr friend's &ce; bat ike 
gentle squeeze of her axm» as she kaned nponme, assured me thaiklhadher 
approyal of what I was doing. 

What were the predae train of my thoughts, aind what the subjects of 
ccMiTessalion between us, I am usfortiimatdy now unable to reooUect. It is 
sofficiBni to remember, that I could not beUeye five minuteS' had dapsed, 
when we amTed at Yoxk'^reet. 

"Then you e<Htfe8» you loive me,'' said I^ as I squeezed her ann to my 
side. " Then» by this kiss, I swear nxmr to retmquiah—- ^" 

What I was about to add, I am sure I know not ; but true it is, that a 
certain smacking noise here attracted Mr. Mark Anthony's aj^tention, who, 
started vound, hokei. us foU in the hxse, and then gravely added, "Enough 
is as good as a feast. I wish you pleasant drames, Mr. Larry £ar, if thaf s 
your name ; and you'll hear from me in the morning." 

" I intend it," said I. " Good night, dearest ; think of '* The skm 

of the street door in my face i^iled the peroration, ooSl I tnmed towards 
home. 

By the time I reached the bazmcks^ the united effects of ehainpagne, 
sherry, and Sheffield iron, had in a good measure subsided, and my head had 
become snfficien% clear to permit a sHght retrospect of the eyenii^s amuse- 
ment. 

Prom two illusions I was at least awakened :-— ^Virst, the high-sherds 
ball was not the most accurate represoitation of high society ; secondly, I 
«ras not deeply enamoured of Mary Anne Moriarty. Strange as it may seem, 
^!n^ how little soerer the aj^parent connexion between those two jbets, the 

u2 
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tnihof onehadftOQiuidenbleiiifliieiice in dedding the other. **2Pimporie,^ 
said I, ''the thing is orer ; it was rather good fun, too» upon the wholft- 
ittfing the 'chute des casseroles ;' and as to the lady, she must have seen 
it was a joke as well as myself. At least, so I am decided it shall be; and, 
as there was no witness to our eonyersation, the thing is easQy got out d!* 

The following day, as I was dressing to ride out, my serrant announoeil 
no less a person than Mr. Mark Anthony Eitzpatrick, who said ''that he 
came upon a little business, and must see me immediately.'' 

Mr. Fitspatrick, upon being announced, speedUy opened his negotiitiQii 
hj asking, in very terse and unequirooal phrase, my intentions regarding his 
sister-in-law. After professing the most perfect astonishmeat at the 
qoestbn, and its possible import, I replied, that she was a most dianiiing 
person, with whom I intended to hare nothing whatever to do. 

" And maybe you never proposed for her at the ball hist ni^^t P'' 

^Propose for a lady at a ball the first time I ever met her!" 

"Just so. CSan you carry your memory so fax backP (mt, perhapSi I had 
better refresh it.** And he here repeated the whole substance of my eon- 
Tersation on my way homeward, sometimes in the very words I used. 

** But, my dear sir, the young lady could never have supposed I used audi 
language as this you have repeated?** 

" So, then, you intend to break off P Well, then, it's right to tdl joa 
that you're in a very ugly scrape, for it was my vrife you took home last 
night— not Miss Moriarty; and I leave you to choose at year leisure 
whether you*d ratiier be defendant in a suit for breach of promise or sodium 
tion ; and, upon my coDsdenoe, I think if s civil in me to give you a choioe." 

What a pretty disclosure was here ! So that while I was imagoiog 
myself squeesing the hand and winning the heart of the fair Mary Aime,! 
was merely making a case of strong evidence for a jury, that might expose 
me to the world, and half min me in damages. There was but one oouise 
open — ^to make a fight for it ; and, firom what I saw of jaij Mend Mark 
Anthony, this did not seem difficult. 

I accordingly assumed a high tone — ^Unghed at the entire affair*-said it 
was a "way tiiat we had in the army**-»that "we never meant anjthiag 
by it,'* &c. &c. 

In a few minutes I perceived the bait was taking. Mr. Eitzpstrick's 
west country blood was up: all thought of the legal resource was abiD- 
doned; and he flung out of the room to find a friend, I having girea him 
the name of "one of ours" as mine upon the occasion. 

Very little time was lost, for before three o*clock that afternoon a meetiog 
was fixed for the following morning at the North Bull; andlhadthesatb- 
faction of hearing that I only escaped the malignant eloquence of Hohnes in 
the King's Bench, to be "bhused" at by the best shot on the western 
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oiiciiit. The fhooght was not agreeable, and I indemnified myself for 
the 8(9rape by a very satisiaotory anathema upon the high sheriff and bit 
baQt and bis oonfounded saueepans; for to the lady's sympathy for mj 
sufferings I attributed much of my folly. 

At eight the next morning I found myself standing with Gnnon and tbe 
doctor upon that bleak portion of her Majesty's dominions they term the 
North Bull, waiting, in a chilly rain, and a raw fog, till it plcfurad Marie 
Anthony Eitzpatrick to come and shoot me— such being the precise tenns 
oi our combat, in the opinion of all parties. 

' The time, howerer, passed on, and half-past eight, three-qnaiters, and at 
last nine o'clock, without his appearing ; when, just as Gorzon had resdred 
upon our leaving the ground, a hack-jannting car was seen driving at full 
speed along the road near us. It came nearer, and at length drew up ; two 
men lesped off and came towards us, one of whom, as he came forward, 
took off his hat politely, and introduced himself as Mr. (^Gorman, the 
fighting friend of Mark Anthony. 

It's a mighty unpleasant business I'm come upon, gentlemen,*' said ha. 

Mr. IKtzpatridL has been unavoidably prevented from having the happinesa 
to meet you this morning " 

** Then you can't expect us, sir, to danoe attendance upon him here 
to-morrow," said Gurzon, interrupting. 

'* By no manner of means," replied the other, placidly, "for it would be 
equally inconvenient for him to be here, then. But I have only to say, that 
as Fm here for my friend, and know aU the particulars of the case, maybe 
you'd have the kindness to waive all etiquette, and let me stand \xk his place." 

'* Certainly and most decidedly not," said Gurzon. '* Waive etiquette!-* 
why, air, we have no quarrel with you; never saw you before." 

'* Well, now, isn't tins hard P" said Mr. O'Gorman, addressing his friend, 
who stood by with a pistol-case under his arm ; *' but I told Mark that I was 
sure they'd be standing upon punctilio, for they were English. Well, sir," 
said he, turning towards Gurzon, " there's but one way to arrange it now, 
that I see. Mr. Eitzpatrick, you must know, was arrested this morning for 
a trifle of 140/. If you, or your friend there, will join us in the bail, we can 
get him out, and he'll fight you in the morning to your satisfaction." 

When the astonishment this proposal had created subsided, we assured 
Mr. O'Gorman that we were noways disposed to pay such a price for our 
amusement — a fact that seemed considerably to surprise both him and hia 
friend— and adding, that to Mr. litspatrick personally, we should feel bound 
to hold ourselves pledged at a future period, we left the ground, Gurzon 
laughing heartily at the original expedient thus suggested, while I inwardly 
pronounced a most glowing eulogy on the law of imprisonment for debt. 

Before Mr. Eitzpatrick obtained the benefit of the act, we were ordeved 
abroad, and I have never since heard o( him. 
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CHAPTEEXLL 

FBOHthe digression of the last ciuipter I iroaxmalkd by thfij^^ 
tiro Idtten vMoh by, dafing my reirene, muipeiied before no. I fifst koke 
the seal of Lady Onllonby's epistk, irbudi iml tkos : 

«' Madeh, La CraiK SlwbB. 

^Mt dkab Mb. Losbxqveb, — I haivt yatt beard from KItteee, tbai j«l 
are at length aftxmt to pay ns your long-pramised visit, aad ^imte these lev 
lines to beg that before leaving Paris you w21 kindOy exBcute fcr veibB 
comimflsionsctf wbidL I enclose a formidable bat, or at least as munyaf tiiem 
as yon can conveniently accomplish. Oar stay here now inll kit so shoit^ 
that it will require all your despatch to overtake us before veacbiBg Milu, 
Lady Jane's health reqcdrmg an immediate change of dimato. Our fxesent 
plans are, to winter in Italy, although wuk mUL interfere ccasidenKbly wi A 
Lord Gallonby, who is pressed much by his Mends to accept office. Bowever, 
a& this and other gossip 1 reserve for our meeting. Meanwiiite^ adifiii, 
and if any of my oommissiens bore you, omit them ait onc^ezoept the vkite 
roses and the Brussels veil, which Lady Jane is most amdoiis for. 

' Sincerely ybuB, 



How much cEd these ibw and ap pa rently caaaoattipltot ^nes ecnrey to 
mef !Fbst, my visit was not only expeeted, but actually looked fbnpvdto, 
cUBvassed— 'perhaps I might almoBt whisper to mys^ lifae flattery— vishBd 
for. Again, Lady Jane^ health was i^k«n of aa praoanoiia^ leaa actaal 
iflness I said to mysetf— 4^ian mm^'deboaoy reqaxiBg the Uaer algr aid 
warmer air of Italy. ^Berhaps her spirits were affBOtedrHBone meu^ 
iBda^-HMnie{il-plaeed7aBsk)n--i;a9«0i^ Intet^ niyliiaia«an«iso 
ih0t in ite deviaings, iStaH by a qaick praoeaa, iesa toguwd thaa [hiring, I 
aa&9fied myself that the lovely Laid^ Jane Cdhmby was aotesfly ii kn^ 
iMiwhcnnletlfceTCadBri^aflBBat. Jjid Lord CaIk)iiby4oci,«b8«t^ join 
Afe minii/liy^well, all the better to have one's lfotfaaMn4»win yc#pr fro» 
mtftion «f so cursed nlowmow^hdays. And iaat]|y» tbe aiyaliHacn«a#a 
comauKdons-HIhe maliee off introducing ker name to intereat me. Wk 
awftunateiiBb m tese to boM iipon, Irafl as they mvf aeom to otian^ I 
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found no difficulty in regarding myself aslihe dear Mend <of the !&n%j sad 
tttb acknowle%ed suitor of Lady Jane. 

In the midst, however, of all my self ^gratulation, mr^ ^^ fell upon the 
letter of Emily Bingham, and I suddenly remembered how fatal to all such 
hsppj anticLpations it might prove. I tore it open in passionate haste and 
read: 

^MtdeabMb. Lobbxqtteb, — ^Asfrom the interview we haivehad thssmfmi* 
ing I am inclxDoed to bdieve that I have gained your affections, I think that I 
shondd ill requite such a state of your feeling for me, were I to conceal that 
I cannot return you mine—in fact, that they are not mine to bestow. This 
frank avowal, whatever psdn it may have cost me, I think I owe to you to 
make. You win peiihaps say, the confession should have been earlier ; to 
which I reply, it should have been so, had I known, or even guessed at the 
nature of your feehngs for me. For — and I write it in aU truth, end perfect 
respect for you— I only saw in your attentions the flirting habits of a man 
of the world, with a very unformed and ignorant girl of eighteen, with 
whom, as it was his amusement to travel, he deemed it worth his while to 
talL i now see, and bitterly regret, my error, yet deem it better to make 
this painful confession than suffer you to remain in a delusion which may in- 
volve your happiness in the wreck of mine. I am most faithfally your 
fiiend, 

"Emtly BnrGHAM." 

"What a charming girl she is," I cried, as I finished the fetter ; " how full 
of true feeling, how honourable, how straightforward : and yet it is deviliaii 
strange how cunningly she played her part — and it seems now that I never 
did touch her affections ; Master Harry, I begin to fear you are not alto- 
gether l^e awful lady-kilier you have been thinking." Thus did I meditate 
upon this singular note — ^my delight at being once more " free" mingling 
with some chagrin that I was jockeyed, and by a young miss of eighteen, too. 
" Confbundedlydisagreeable if the mess knew it," fhonght I. "Per Bacco ! 
how they would quiz upon my difficulty to break off a match, when the lady 
was only anxions to get rid of me. 

"This affair nrast never come to their eara, or I am ruined ; and now, the 
sooner aE negotiations are concluded tixe better. I must obtain a meeting 
with Emily, acknowledge ttie truth and justice of all her views, express my 
deep regret at the issue of fte tsffair, sUty hint that I have been merdy 
playing Iftr own game hack upon her ; for it would be the devil to let her 
go t)ff with -die idea that she had singed me, yet never eanght fire herself j 
so i^t we both shall draw stakes, and part friends.*^ 

This valiant resolution taken, I wrote a very short note, begging an inter- 
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view; and proceeded (o make as formidable a toilet as I eoald for the 
forthcoming meeting ; before I had conctoded which, a verbal answer bj 
her maid informed me, that " Miss Bingham was aloni^ and ready toieoesre 
me." 

Aa I took my way along the corridor, I conld not help feeUng that among 
all my singnlar scrapes and embarrassing situations throngb life, my present 
mission was certainly not tiie least — ^the difficulty, such as it was, be^ con- 
siderably increased by my own oonfounded ''amour propre^* that would not 
leave me satisfied with obtaining my liberty, if I could not insist vs^ksbl 
coming oiF scathless also. In fact^ I was not content to eyacuate the 
fortress, if I were not to march out with all the honours of war. This 
feeling I neither attempt to palliate nor defend, I merely du^onicle it as are 
too many of these Confessions, a matter of truth, yet not the less a suloject 
for sorrow. 

My hand was upon the lock of the door. I stopped, hesitated, and listened. 
I certainly heard something. Yes, it is too true — sheissobbuig. What a total 
orerthrow of all my selfish resolves, all my egotistical plans, did that slight 
cadence give. She was crying— her tears for the bitter pain she conclnded 
I was suffering mingling doubtless with sorrow for \ix own sources of 
grief— for it was dear to me that whoever may have been my £avouredrivd, 
the attachment was either unknown to, or unsanctioned by the mothm. I 
wished I had not listened; all my determinations were completely routed, 
and as I opened the door I felt my heart beating almost audibfy against my 
side. 

In a subdued half-light— -tempered through the rose-coloured curtains, 
with a small china cup of newly-plucked moss-roses upon the table — sat, or 
rather leaned, Emily Bingham, her face buried in her hands as I entoei 
She did not hear my approach, so that I had above a minute to admire the 
graceful character of her head, and the fine undulating curve of her neck 
and shoulders, before I spoke. 

''Miss Bingham," said I 

She started— looked up— her dark blue qres, brilUant though tearful, were 
fixed upon me for a sec(md, as if searching my very inmost thoughts. She 
held out her hand, and turning her head aside, made room for me on the so& 
beside her. "Strange girl," thought I, ''that in the very moment of breaking 
with a man for ever, puts on her nu)st fascinating toilette, arrays herself in 
her most bewitching manner, and gives him a reception only calculated to turn 
his head, and render him ten times more in love than ever." Her hand, whidi 
remained still in mine, was burning as if in fever, and the heaving movement 
of her neck and shoulders showed me how much this meeting cost her* 
We were both silent, till at length, feeling that any chance interruption 
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might leave us as fjEur as ever from understaiidiiig each other, I resohred to 

"My dear, dear Emily/' I said, ''do not, I entreat of you* add to the 
misery I am this moment enduring by letting me see you Urns. Whatever 
your wrongs towards me, this is far too heavy a retribution. My object waa 
never to make you wretched; if I am not to obtain the bliss to strive and 
make you happy " 

"Oh, Harry"— this was the first time she had ever so called me—" how 
like you, to think of me — of me, at such a time, as if I was not the cause of 
all our present unhappiness^but not wilfully, not intentionally. Oh, no, no— 
your attentions — the flattery of your nojtice, took me at once, and, in the grati- 
fication of my self-esteem, I forgot all else. I heard, too, that you were engaged 
to another, and believing, as I did, that you were trifling with my affec* 
tions, I spared no effort to win yours. I confess it, I wished this with all 
my BOuL" 

"And now,'' said I, "that you have gained them"— here was a pretty 
sequel to my well matured plans ! — " and now, Emily " 

" But have I really done so ?" said she, hurriedly turning round and fixing 
her large full ejes upon me, while one of her hands played carelessly through 
my hair— "have I your hemrt P your whole heart P" 

"Can you doubt it, dearest P*' said I, passionately pressing her to my 
bosom, and at the same time muttering, "What the devil's in the wind 
now ; we are surely not going to patch up our separation, and make love in 
earnest." 

There she lay, her head upon my shoulder, her long^ brown, waving ringleta 
fiilling loosely across my face dnd on my bosom, her hand in mine. What 
were her thoughts I cannot guess — ^mine, God forgive me, were a fervent 
wish either for her mother's appearance, or that the hotel would suddenly 
take fire, or some other extensive calamity arise to put the finishing stroke to 
this embarrassmg situation. 

None of tiiese, however, were destined to occur ; and Emily lay still ancl . 
motionless as she was, scarce seeming to breathe, and pale as deatL "What 
can this meanP" said I; "surely this is not the usual way to part with a rejected 
suitor P if it be, why then, by Jupiter, the successful one must have rather the 
worst of it— and I fervently hope that Lady Jane be not at this moment 
giving his eon^ to some disappointed swain." She slowly raised her larger 
black-fringed eyelids, and looked into my fiioe with an expression at once so 
tender and so plaintive, that I felt a struggle within myself whether to press 

ner to my bent, or ^what the deuce was the alternative P — I hope my 

reader knows, for I really do not ! " Andafter all," thought I, "if we are to 
many, I am only anticipating a little ; and if not, why then a ' ehasU salute* 
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m 'Winffind JenkiBB calls k, sliell be noneilie mxctut fm.'* Acting at one 
i^on this resolye, I leaiied downwards, and was passing back her riiq^stB 
firam ber now Unshed che^ when I was startled by mj name, wliich I 
heard called several times in the eomdoE. The door at IJie sane iastant 
was bnxat snfldenbf (^en, and Trevanion, appealed. 

*Haiiy, fiany MJomtfotXf cned he, as he entcsed; then snddenly 
checking hinuself, added, " a thousand, ten tiionsand pardons, faot '' 

''But what,** eried I, passionaleiy, forgetting allsaire ike situAlaon ef poor 
Bmily a* the moment — ** what can justify ** 

" Noting oertainly can justify such an intmsioD," said Treranion, finish- 
ing my sentenee for me, " except the very near danger you nm tiiis moment 
in being arrested. O'Leary's improdenoe has compromiaed your safety, and 
you must leave Paris within an hour.^ 

''Oh, Mr. Trevanion," said Emily, who by lids tame had regamed a more 
befitting attitude, " pray speak out ; what is it P is Harry — is Mr. Lonequer, 
I mean — ^in any danger r* 

"Nothing di. conseqoence, IGss Bingham, if he onfy act wiiii pradeDoe, 
and be guided by his friends. Lorrequer, yon will find me in yoor apart- 
ments in half on hour— till then, adieu." 

While Emily poured forth question after question, as te the nature and 
extent of my present difficulty, I could not help thinking of tbe tact by which 
Trevanion escaped, leaving me to make my adieux to Emily as best I might 
—for I saw in a glance that I must leave Paris at once. I, therefore, bndfy 
gaye her to understand the affair at the SaLon— which I suspected to be the 
cause of the threatened arrest — and was about to profess my unaltered and 
unalterable attachment, wh^i she suddenly stopped me. 

" No, Mr. Lorrequer, no. AIL is over between us. We must never neet 
agaon— never. We have been both playing a part. €kx)d-by — good-by : de 
not altogether forget me — and once more, Harry, good-by.** 

What I might have said, thought, or done, I know not; batthearnnlof 
Mrs. Bingham's carriage at the door left no time for anythmg but esope. 
So, once more pressing hst hand firmly to my lips, I aaid — " An fmir, 
Emify, an moir, not geod-by," and rushing from the room, regamed vy 
own, just w Ifxs. Bmgham leached the corridar. 
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GHAPTEEXLIL 

* MB. O'UBAST'S GAFTUBB. 

"Boss slie really care £or me ?" was my first question to myscBf as I left the 
room. "Is this story about pre-engaged affections merely agot-up thing, to 
try the force of my attachment for her P for, if not, her conduct is most in- 
exjJicable ; and great as my experience has been in such affairs, I avow 
myself out-manceuyred." While I thought over this difficulty, Trevanion 
came up, and in a few words informed me more fully upon what he hinted 
at before. It appeared that O'Leary, much more alive to the imperative 
necessity of avoiding detection by his wife, than of involving himself with 
the police, had thrown out most dark and mysterious hints in the hotel as to 
the reason of his residence at Paris, fully impressed with the idea that, to 
be a good Pole, he need only talk "revolutionary ;'* devote to the powers 
below all kiiigs, czars, and kaisers ; weep over the wrongs of his nation ; 
wear rather seedy habiliments, and smoke profuseOy. The latter were with 
Mm easy conditions, and he so completely acted the former to the life, that 
he had been that morning arrested in the Tuileries gardens, under several 
treasonable charges — among others, the conspiracy, with some of his com- 
patriots, to muider the minister of war. 

However laughable such an accusation against poor O'Leary, one circum- 
stance rendered the matter anything but ludicrous. Although he must 
come off £ree of this grave offence, yet, as the Salon transaction would 
necessarily now become known, / should be immediately involved, and my 
departore from Paris prevented. 

"So,*' said IbrevaBian, as he briefly laid before me the difficulty of my 
position, "you may j[)erceive that however strongly your affections may be 
engaged in a certain quarter, it is quite as well to think of leaving Paris 
without delay. O'Lear/s arrest will be foflowed by yonis, depend upon it, 
and once under the surveillance of the polic6, esciq[>e is impossible." 

" But, seriously, Trevanion,** said I, nettled at, iihe tone of railleiy he 
s^poke in, "you must see that there is nothing whatever in that businBss. I 
was merely taking my farewell of the fair Emily. Her affections have been 
long since engaged, and I ■** 

'^Qniy endeavouring to support her in her attachment to the more 
favoured rival. Is it not so?* 

"Come, nb quiziang. Faith, I began to feel very uncomfortable about 
parting with her, the moment that I discovered that X must do so/' 
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" So I gaessed,'' said Treranion, with a dry look, "from the intecestiiig 
scene I 'so abrap% trespassed upon. But jon are right ; a little bit of ten- 
derness is never misplaced, so long as the object is yonng, pretty, and still 
more than all, disposed for it." 

" Quite out ; perfectly mistaken, beHere me. Emily not only never cared 
for me, but she has gone far enough to tell me so." 

"Then, from all I know of such matters," replied he, "you were both in 
a very fair way to repair that mistake on her part. But hark ! what is thisf 
A tremendous noise in the street here interrupted our colloquy, and cm 
opening the window, a strange scene presented itself to our eyes. In the 
middle of a dense mass of moving rabble, shouting, yelling, and screaming 
with all their might, were two gendarmes with a prisoner between them. The 
unhappy man was followed by a rather over-dressed, middle^iged looking 
wonaan, who iqppeared to be desirous of bestowing the most coram pubUn 
endearments upon the culprit, whom a second glance showed us was 
CyLeaxy. 

"I tell you, my dear madam, you are mistaken," said (yLeary, addressing 
her with great sternness of manner and voice. 

"Mistaken! never, never. How could I ever be mistaken in tluit dear 
voice, those lovely eyes, that sweet little nose P' 

"Take her away; she's deranged," said Olicaiy to the gendarmes. 
" Sure, if I'm a Pole, that's enough of misfortune." 

" ril follow him to the end of the earth, I will" 

" I'm going to the galleys, God be praised !" said Olieaiy. 

"To the galleys — to the guillotine— anywhere," responded she^ throwing 
herself upon his neck, much less, as it seemed, to his gratification, than that 
of the mob, who laughed and shouted most uproariously. 
Mrs. Bam, ain't you ashamed ?" 

He calls me by my name," said she, "and he attempts to disown me. 
Ha! ha! ha! ha!" and immediately fell off into a strong paroxysm of kick- 
ing, and pinching, and punching the bystanders, a malady well known under 
the name of hysterics ; but being little more than a privU^ied mode, among 
certain ladies, of paying off some scores, which it is not thought decent to 
do in their more sober moments, 

"Lead me away — anywhere — convict me of what you like," said he, ** but 
don't let her follow me." 

The gendarmes, who little comprehended the nature of the scene hd<ne 
them, were not sorry to anticipate a renewal of it on Mrs. Bam's recoreiy, 
and accordingly seized the opportunity to march on with OTieary, "^ 
turned the comer of the Bue Bivoli, un^ a shower of execrations from 
the mob, that fell fortunately most unoonsdously upon his ears. 



«c 
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The possibiHtj of figming in such a procession oonirihuted much to the 
force of Treranion's reasonings^ and I resolved to leave Paris at once. 

'* Promise me, then, to involve yourself in no more scrapes for half an 
hour. Pack everything you may vant with you, and, hy seven o'clock, I 
wS\. be here with your passport and all ready for a start." 

With a heating hrain, and in a whirlwind of conflicting thoughts, I threw 
my clothes hither and thither into my trunk ; Lady Jane and Emily hoth 
flitting every instant hefore my imagination, and frequently an irresolution 
to proceed stopping all my preparations for departure, I sat down musing 
upon a chair, and half determined to stay where I was, come what might of 
it. I'inally, the possihility of exposure in a trial had its weight. I con- 
tmoed my occupation till the last coat was folded, and the lock turned, when 
I seated myself opposite my luggage, and waited impatiently for my Mend's 
retain. 



CHAPTER XLm. 

THB JOUBHXT. 



Tbevahion came at last. He had ohtained my passport, and engaged a 
carriage to convey me about eight miles, where I should overtake the dili- 
gence — such a mode of travelling being judged more likely to favour my 
escape, hy attracting less attention than posting. It was past ten when I 
left the Bue St. Honor^ having shaken hands with Trevanion for the last 
time, and charged him with ten thousand soft messages for the '^ friends" I 
left behind me. 

When I arrived at the village of St. Jacques, the diligence had not 
come up. To pass away the time, I ordered a little supper and a bottle of 
St. Julien. Scarcely had I seated myself to my cutlet, when the rapid whirl 
of wheels was heard without, and a cab drew up suddenly at the door. So 
naturally does the fugitive suspect pursuit, that my immediate impression 
was, that I was followed. In this notion I was strengthened by the tones 
of a cracked, discordant voice, asldng ia very peculiar French if the " dili- 
gence had passed?" Being answered in the negative, he walked into 
the room where I was, and speedily, by his appearance, removed any 
apprehensions I had felt as to my safety. Nothing could less resemhle 
the tall port and sturdy hearhig of a gendarme, than the diminutive 
and dwarfish individual before me. His height could scarcely have reached 
five feet, of which the head formed fully a fourth part ; and even this was 
rendered in appearance still greater by a mass of loosely floating black hair 
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that leU tqpQiL his sfidc and sbooideis, andgavebimxiniclii^airof a^^llaGk 
lion" on a sigfiboarcL His Ua^ i^k---far-oollared and braiilsd— teJB- 
made boots^ liia meendiaam projeddn^ from, his breast-pockei^ aibofeaS, bis 
mnrariied buidB, and a batvy gold ling upon bis thionb— all made vpaa 
etuemble of eyidences that showed he ooidd be nothixig but a Qefmao. Bk 
rnasBer was bustling, impatieiit, aad had it not been Indicroiis, "woald 
eertainly be considered as insolent to everyone aboat him, foi^ he stand eadk 
person abmptlj in the face, and mnmbled some broken expresaums of his 
epiBion of them half -aloud in German. His ocmmMnts ran on : — ^ !Bon aoir, 
MoBsieiir,'' to tiie host; "em Bosewiobt, ganz sioher^ — ''a seoondcel 
without doubt ;'' and then added, still lower, " Eob you here as soon as look 
at jou.*^ "Ah, postilion ! oommeirt tu ?" — "mudi more like a l^iganil after 
an— I buyw whieh F d take you for." " Yoifluckte Prao"— "^kow i^ly Hit 
woman is." This compliment was intended for the hostess, who cuxta^ed 
down to the gronnd in her ignorance. At last, approaching me, he stopped, 
and haying steadily surveyed me, muttered^ "Ein echter Englander"— "a 
thorough Englishman, always eating." I could not resist the temptation to 
assure him that I was perfectly aware ol his tattering impression in my 
behalf, though I had speedily to regret my precipitancy, for, less mindfiDd of 
the rebuke than pleased at finding some c«e who understood German, he 
drew his chair beside me and entered into conversation. 

Ikoy one has anrriy felt, some time or other in life, the msufeable 
a n n oy ance of hsmg his thoughts and reflections int^ered with« and broken 
in upon by the vulgar impertinence aad egotism of some '^ bore," who, mis- 
taking your abstraction for attention, and your despair §or ddigkt, hd&Bts 
upon you his wbole life and advoitureS) when your own imoDoiediate destinies 
are perhaps vaciUating in the scale. 

Such a doom was now mine ! Occupied as I was by the hope of iJte 
future, and my fears lest any impediment to my escape should blast my 
prospects for ever, I preferred appearing to pay attention to this confoanded 
fellow's ''personal narrative," lest his questions, tuning on my own a&irs, 
might excite suspicions as to the reasons of my journey. 

I longed most ardentbf for the arrival of the diligence, trusting tiiat with 
true German thrift, my friend might pr^er the cheapness of the ''int^rieor^' 
to the magnificence of the "eoup^," and that thus I should see no more of 
him. But in this pleasing hope I was destined to be disappointed, for I was 
scarcely seated in my place when I found him beside me. The third 
occupant of this ''privileged den," as well as my lamp-light survey of him 
permitted, afforded nothing to build on as a compensalion for the Gennaa. 
He was a tall, lanky, lantern-jawed man, with a hook nose and ipnjjeeiaag 
ehin ; his hair, which had only been permitted to- grow very lately, ibraed 
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ihai auwe npim Ms jSordnad vo sefr m oert»Baold4!MHc)afi(iliiKse^^ 
luft ccmpiBsacMi Mp and hard featnies gaire the expEesam of (me wko luul 
seeK a good deal of tke worid;, asd didn't think the bettor of it ia eoa- 
sequoaee. I obaerred that he listened to the fev words we spoke while 
getting ia with aoiae attention, aifid then, Hke a penon wko did not compEtt- 
kesd the langnage, turned his shonlder towards ns, and soon Ml asle^ I 
was BOW left to the " tend^ mereies'' of m j taLkative eompooion, idu) 
eertaudy ^ared me not. Notwithstanding mj vigorons lesolyea to t«cn a 
deaf ear to his nacratiyes» I codd not avoid karning that he was the dizector 
of XQQsie to some Genuan prince— that he had been to Paris to bring ostan 
opera whieh> havings as he said, an ''immense sueeessl" he waa about to 
repeat in. Strasbotug. He farther informed me that a d^puti^ from Alsaee 
had obtained £or him a government permission to travel with the Ckmrier ; 
hut thai hs, beings ^sociaL*' withal, and noways proud, preferred the demo- 
cracy ol the diligmee to the solitary grandear of the cal^dbe (for which 
Heaven oocfoBiid him), and thus became my present companion. 

Music, in all its shapes and fonns made up the staple of the Httle maaf s 
talk. There was seareely an opera or an overture, from Mozart to IXaizetti, 
that he did bo4 insist upon singir^ a scene firom ; and woundup all by a 
very pathetic lamentation over English insensibOity to music, which he in 
graat part attribiKted to our having only one opera^ whidbi he kindly informed 
me was ''Boh et Joan." However indisposed to check the cuzient of his 
loquacity by any ^ort of mine, I could not avoid the temptation to temslate 
for him a story which Sir Walter Scott once related to me, and was so far 
^prop€9, as Gomr^ing my own sense of the merits of our natioBal Biasic, 
such as we hame it, by its association with scenes, and perscms, and places 
we aie all familiar with, however unintelligible to the ear of a stranger. 

A young Trendi Yioomte was fortunate enough to obtain in marriage tke 
hand of a singolariy pretty Scotch heiress of an ancient £unily and good 
fortime, who, amongst her other endowments, possessed a large old-fashioned 
house in a remote district of the Highlands, where her ancestors had resided 
for ceid^uries. Thither the young couple repaired to pass the honeymoon; 
the enamoured bridegroom gladly availing himself of the opportunity to in- 
gratiate himself with his new connexion, by adopting the reclusion he saw 
practised by the English on such occasions. However consonant to our 
notions of happiness, and howev» conducive to our enjoyment this custom 
**e— and I have strong doubts ujKm the subject—it certainly prospered ill 
^th the volatile Frenchman, who pined for Paris, its caf ^s, its boulevards, 
its nudsons de jeu, and its soirees. His days were passed in looking from 
the deep and narrow windows of some oak-framed room upcm the bare and 
heath-dad moors, or watching the doud shadows as th^ passed acioes the 
dark pine-trees that dosed tiie diatanoe» 
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Bared to deaUi, and oonTmoed that he had sacrificed enongh, and more 
than enough, to the harhariam which demanded such a ^'s^tmr,** he ms 
flitting one erening liatleasly upon the tenace in front of the house, 
pbtting a speedy escape from his gloomy abode, and meditating upon the 
life of pleasnie that awaited him, when the discordant twang of some 
savage mnsio broke npon his ear, and roused him from his lereiie. The 
wild scream and fitful burst of a Highland pibroch is certainly not the most 
likely thing in nature to allay the initable imd ruffled feelings of an irascible 
person — unless, perhaps, the hearer eschew breeches. So thought the Vi- 
comte. He staited hurriedly up, and straight before him, upon the gravel- 
walk, bdidd the stalwart figure and b«ny frame of an old Highlander, low- 
ing, with all his lungs, the '* Gathering of the clans.'* With all the speed 
he could muster, he rushed into the house, and, calling his servants* ordered 
them to expel the intruder, and drive him at once outside the demesne. 
When the mandate was made known to the old piper, it was with the 
greatest difficulty he could be brought to comprehend it — for, time out d 
mind, his approach had been hailed with every demonstration of rejoidng; 
and now— but no ; the thing was impossible — there must be a mistake 
somewhere. Hie was accordingly about to recommence, when a second sad 
stronger hint suggested to him that it were safer to depart. *' Maybe the 
'car? didnalike the pipes," said the Highlander, musingly, as he packed 
them up for his march. "Maybe he didna like me; perhaps, too, he was 
na in the humour for music." He paused for an instant as if reflecting--o0t 
satisfied, probably, that he had hit upon the true solution — when suddenly 
his eye brightened, his lips curled, and fixing a look upon the angry Ereoch- 
man, he said — " Maybe ye are right enow — ye heard them ower muckle in 
Waterloo to like the skirl o' them ever since;" with which satiafactoiy ex- 
planation, made in no spirit of bitterness or raillery, but in the aimpk 
belief that he had at last hit the mark of the Yioomte's antipathy, the old 
man gathered up his plaid and departed. 

However disposed I might have felt towards sleep, the little German re- 
solved I should not obtain any, for when for half an hour together I would 
preserve a rigid silence, he, nowise daunted, had recourse to some Gennan 
''Lied," which he gave forth with an energy of voice and manner that most 
have aroused every sleeper in the diligence ; so that, fain to avoid this, I 
did my best to keep him on the subject of his adventures, which, as a man 
of successful gallantly, were manifold indeed. Wearying at last, even of 
this subordinate part, I fell into a kind of half doze, the words of a student 
song he continued to sing without ceasing for above an hour being the 
last waking thought on my memory. 

Less as a iouvemr of the singer than a specimen of its class, I give here 
a rough transktion of the well-known Burschen melody called 
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THE POPE. 

z. 
The Pope he leads a happy life. 
He fean not married care, nor strife, 
He drinks the beet of Rhenish win»— 
I would the Pope's gay lot were mine. 

CHORUS. 

He drinks the best of Bhenish wine— 
I would the Poj^'s gay lot were mine. 

IL 

But then all happy*s not his life, 
He has not maid, nor blooming wife ; 
Nor child has he to raise his hope— 
I would not wish to be the Pope. 

m. 
The Sultan better pleases me, 
HisisalifeofJoUity; 
His wives are many as he will— 
I would the Sultan's throne then filL 

IV. 

But even he's a wretched man, 

He must obey his Alcoran ; 

And dares not drink one drop of wine— > 

I would not change his lot for mine. 

T. 
So then Fll hold my lowly stand, 
And live in German Vaterland ; 
ni kiss my maiden fair and fine, 
And drink the best of Rhenish wine. 

VL 

Whene'er my maiden kisses me, 
III think that I the Sultan be; 
And when my cheery glass I tope, 
PU fimcy then I am the Pope. 



X 
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It was with a feeling of pleasure I cannot explain that I awoke in the 
morning and found myself upon the road. The turmoil, the bustle, the 
neyer-endii^ difficulties of my late lif<|| in Paris, had so over-excited and 
worried me, that I could neither think nor reflect. Now, all these cares 
and troubles were behind me, and I felt like a liberated prisoner as I looked 
upon the grey dawn of the coming day, as it gradually melted from its dull 
and leaden tint to the pink and yellow hue of the rising sun. The broad 
and richly-coloured plains of " La belle France " were before me — ^and it is 
" La belle France," however inferior to parts of England in rural beauty-^ 
the large tracts of waving yellow com, undulating like a sea in the monmig 
breeze— 4he interminable reaches of forest^ upcm which the shadows pkjed 
and flitted, deepening the effect and mdlowing tiia mass, as we see them 
in Ruysdaers pictures— while now and then some tall^gabled, antiquated 
chftteau, with its mutilated terraee and dowager-like air of bygone 
grandeur, would peep forth at the end of some long avenue of lime-trees, 
all having their own features of beanty-HUid a beauty with which every 
object around harmonises welL The sluggish peaaont) in his blouse and 
striped nightcap— the heavily caparisoned horse,, shaking his head amidst 
a Babel-tower of gaudy worsted tassela and biast bells — the deeply laden 
waggon, creeping slowly along — are all in keeping with a scene, where the 
very mist that rises from the valley seema indolent and- lazy, and unwilling 
to impart the rich perfume of vaiduie with which it is loaded. Every knd 
has its own peculiar charaoter o£ beanly. The giadbred mountain, the 
Alpine peak, the dashing cataraoi (^ Switaerknd and the Tyrol, are not 
finer in their way than the long flat moorlands of a Flemish landscape, 
with its clump of stunted wiUows clustering over some limpid brook, in 
which the oxen are standing for shelter &om the noon-day heat, while, 
lower down, some rude water-wheel is mingling its sounds with the summer 
bees and the merry voices of iht miller and his- companions.. So strayed 
my thoughts as the German shook me by the arm, and asked if '' I were 
not ready for my breakfast P" Luckily to this question there is rarely but 
the one answer. Who is not ready for his breakfast when on the road? 
How delightful, if on the Continent, to escape from the narrow limits of 
the dungeon-like diligence, where you sit with your knees next your collar- 
bone, fainting with heat and suffocated by dust, and find yourself suddenly 



htaasSR the tempting' ** plots" of a little Prenck d^e^ner, vnik it» cntletsj its 
&ied fish, its poulet, its salad, and its little entf^ of frnit, tempered with a 
no despicable bottle of Beamie. If in England^ the exchange is neaiij as 
grateful ; for though onr trovdling* be bett^, and our position less irksome, 
still it is no small alterative from the stage-coach to the* inn parlour, 
redolent of aromatic black tea, eggs, and hot toast, with an hospitable sidle- 
board of lordly sirloins, and York hams that would make a Jew*s mouth 
water. While, in America, the change is greatest of all, as any one can 
vouch for who has been suddenly emancipated from the stove-heat of a 
<< nine-inside" leathern '' convenieni^," bumping ten miles an hour over a 
corduroy road, the company smoking, if not worse ; to the ample display 
of luxurious viands displayed upon the breakfast-tabl^ whero, what with 
bufPalo steaks, pumpkin pie, "chicken fixings," audother aristocratically called 
temptations, he must be indeed fastidious who cannot employ his half-hour. 
Pity it is, when there is so much good to eat, that people will not partake 
of it like civilised beings, and with that air of cheerful thankfulness tliat all 
other nations more or less express when enjoying the earth's bounties. 
But true it is, that there is a spirit of discontent in the Yankee, that seems 
to accept of benefits with a tone of dissatisfaction, if not distrust. I once 
made this remark to an- excellent friend of mine now no more, who, how- 
ever, would not permit of my attributing this feature to the Americans 
exclusively, adding, ** Where have you more of this than in Ireland ? and 
surely you would not call the Irish ungrateful?" He illustrated hi» first 
remark by the following short anecdote : — 

The rector of the parish my friend lived in was a man who added' to the 
income he derived &om his living a very handsome private fortune, which 
he devoted entirely to the benefit of the poor around Mm; Among- the 
objects of his bounty one old woman — a childless widow, was remarkably 
distinguished. Whether commiserating her utter helplessness or her com- 
plete isolation, he went fkrther to relieve her than to many, if not all, the 
other poor. She frequency was in ihe habit of pleading* her poverty as a 
reason for not appearing in church among her neighbours ; and he gladly 
seized an opportunity of so improving her condition, that, on this score at 
least, no impediinent existed. When all his little plans fbr her comfort had 
been carried into execution, ho took the opportunity one day of dropping 
in, as if accidentally, to speak to her. By degrees he led tiie subject to 
her changed condition in life^— the alteration fibm a coli^ damp, smoky 
hovel, to a warm, dean, dated hous&>-4he cheerful gapnfeabefbre the door 
that replaced' the mud-heap and' the duck-pool — and all the other happy 
changes which a few weeks had effbcted: And' he then asked, did die not 
feel gratef^ to a bounMftxl F^tovideioer tet had sfaoireied down w moaqr 
bleasings upon her head P 

x2 
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'* Ah, troili, it's throe for yer honcmry I am gntefbl," At x^Iied, in a 
whining^ disccnrdant tone, whidi astoiuBhed the worthy parson. 

*'0f course yon are, my good woman, of course you are ; but I mean to 
say, don't you feel that every moment you live is too short to eipress you 
thankfubess to this kind Providence for what he has done P" 

Ah, darlin*, it's all thrne, he's very good, he's mighty kind, so he is." 
Why, then, not acknowledge it in a different manner F" said the parson, 
with some heat — " has he not housed you, and fed you, and clothed yoa V 
** Yes, alanahf he done it alL" 
Well, where is your gratitude for all these mercies F" 
Ah, sure, if he did," said the old crone, roused at length fay the 
importunity of the questioner—" sure, if he did, doent't Me tale U wt(f 
me in tHe eonu f* 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

A BUDnSOBIGB OF THE XAST. 



Thb breakfast-table assembled around it the three generationa of men who 
issued from the three subdivisions of the diligenoe, and presented tiiat 
motley and mixed assembhige of ranks, ages, and countries, which forms lo 
▼ery amusing a part of a traveller's experience. 

Pirst came the "haute aristocratic" of the coup^ then the middle class 
of the int^rieur, and lastly, the tiers-^t of the rotonde, with its melange 
of Jew money Jffliders, under-oflicers, and their wives, a Norman nurse with 
a high cap anda red jupe ; while, to dose the procession, a German student 
descended from the roof, with a beard, a blouse, and a meerschaum. Of 
such materials was our party made up ; and yet, differing in all our objects 
and interests, we speedily amalgamated into a very social state of intimacy, 
and chatted away over our breakfast with mudi good humour and gaiety, 
each person of the number seeming pleased at the momentary opportunity 
of finding a new listener, save my tall companion of the coup^. He pre- 
served a dogged silence, unbroken by even a chance expression to the 
waiter, who observed his wants and supplied them by a species of quiek 
instinct, evidently acquired by practice. As I could not help feeling some- 
what interested about the hermit-like attachment he evinced for solitude, I 
watched him narrowly for some time, and at length as the " roii " made its 
appearance before him, after he had helped himself and tasted it, he cai^ 
my eye fixed upon him, and looking at me intently for a few secoodfl^ he 
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seemed to be satisfied in some passing doubt be labonied nnder» as be said 
with a most pecoliar sbake of tbe bead — *' No mangez, no mangez oeU." 

**Ah,'* said I, detecting in my friend's Erenoh bis Englisb origin, ''you 
are an Englisbman, I find/' 

''Tbe devil a doubt of it, darling/' said be, balf testily. 

** An Irisbman, too — still better/' said I. 

''Wby tben, isn't it strange tbat my Erencb always sbovs me to be 
"Wnglisb, and my Englisb proves me IrisbP It's lucky for me tbere's 
no going fartber anybow/' 

DeUgbted to bave tbus fallen upon a "cbaracter/' as tbe Irisbnuin 
eyidently appeared, I moved my cbair towards bis ; findings bowever, be 
was not balf pleased at tbe manner in wbicb my acquaintance bad been 
made witb bim, and knowing bis country's susceptibility of being taken by 
a stozy, I resolved to make my advances by narrating a circumstance wbicb 
bad once befallen me in my early life. 

Our countrymen, Englisb and Irisb, travel so mucb now-a^lays, tbat one 
ougbt never to feel surprised at finding tbem any wbere. Tbe instance I 
am about to relate will verify to a certam extent tbe fact, by sbowing tbat 
no situation is too odd or too unlikely to be witbintbe verge of calculation. 

Wben tbe lOtb Eoot, to wbicb I tben belonged, were at Corfu, I obtained, 
witb tbree otber officers, a sbort leave of absence, to make a burned tour 
of tiie Morea, and take a passing glance at Constantinople — in tbose days 
much less frequently visited by travellers tban at present. 

After rambling pleasantly about for some weeks, we were about to return, 
wlien we determined tbat before sailing we sbould accept an invitation 
some officers of tbe "Blazer" frigate, tben stationed tbere, bad given us, to 
pass a day at Pera, «adjnc-me on tbe mountain. 

One fine brigbt morning was tberefore selected — and a most appetising 
littb dinner being carefully packed up— and we set out, a party of fourteen, 
upon our excursion. 

Tbe weatber was glorious, and tbe scene &r finer tban any of us bad 
anticipated— -tbe view from tbe mountain extending over tbe entire city, 
gorgeous in tbe ricb colouring of its domes and minarets ; wbile, at one 
side, tbe Golden Horn was visible, crowded witb sbips of every nation, and 
at tiie otber, a glimpse migbt be bad of tbe Sea of Marmora, blue and 
tranquil as it lay beneatb. Tbe broad bosom of tbe Bospboms was sbeeted 
out like a map before us— peaoefol, yet bustling witb life and animation. 
Here lay tbe union-jack of old England, floating beside tbe lilies of France 
—we speak of times wben lilies were and barricades were not — ^tbe tall and 
taper spars of a Yankee frigate towering above tbe bw timbers and beavy 
bull of a Dutcb scbooner— tbe gilded poop and carved galleries of a 
Turkisb tbree-decker, anchored bedde tbe raking mast and curved deck of 
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• 
a-mmpieioiiB looldn^'Onft, wImsb fed<OBfiped and diriHaia9Bdiiire.v needfid 
not the naked creese at their aides to baqpeak :teia Malaya. The yMb 
ma redolent of 'life, and te e aiin g'witii food forone^a fancgr to etmjnxe ^rom. 

While we were debating upon the choice of a apot fartoor .hmcfaflna, 
which should command the ohkf pobits of tIbw within .our leadi, one -of the 
party came to inform ns that he had jnst di w ov ei ad the yery thing we were 
in aearoh -of. It waa a 'small kiosk, bnik xepsm a pFo|ecting raok that 
lotted down upon the Boaphonu and the«ity, and had evidea%, fnm the 
extended views it presented^ been selected as the apot to boild i^on. The 
building itself was a amall octagon, open on ewjr aide, and {pieaBnting a 
series of proapeota, land and aeaward, of -^ moat wuiadaBd .magnifinRnt 
kind. 

Seeing no one near, nor any tnioe of halniation, we aeaokad to amiL oar- 
selves of the good taste of the fonndar; and flpfsading out the-eentente of 
our hampers, proceeded to discuss a most eocselkntoQld dinner. When the 
good things had disappeared, and the nirine iiegan to ciiQalati^ one of the 
party observed that we ahould not iiiink of esjoying mmekes befeae we 
had filled a bumper to the brim, to the health i>f onr >good king, whose 
birthday it chanced to be. Our homewaid thon|^ and lqya% nnitnig, 
we filled our glasses, and gave so hearfy a "lup, hip, ^huRah," to oartoast, 
that I doubt if the echoes of those old rooks ever heard the equal of it 

Scarcely was the last oheer dying away in the distancci, whan the door of 
the kiosk opened, and a negro dieaaed in white mnslin^^cipeaied, ins anas 
and ankles bearing those huge rings of maaarve gold, whioh only peaeas of 
rank distinguish their servants by. 

After a moat Tnnofonnd obeiaanoB to the part^, >he fixplained, in veay 
tolerable French, that his master the Effendi, BenMustigihaAlHalal^s^ 
whose charge (in house rent) we were then feaatmg, sent us greeting^.and 
begged that if not eonaideied aa oontraiy to our uaage, &c,y we should 
permit him and his suite to approach the kiosk and observe us at our meaL 

Independent of his pditenesa in the mode of conveying the jeequest^/ss Ae 
would prove folly as entertaining a sight to us as tcv could possibly be to 
him, we immediately expressed our great willingness to receive his visii^ 
coupled with a half>hint that perhapa he might iiononr us by joining ihe 
par^. 

iiter a half ^hour's delay, the. door was once more thrown open, and a 
venerable ohl Turk entened: he salaamed three times most reverently, and 
motioned to us to be aeated, deolining, at thcrsame time, by a gentle gestore 
of his band, our invitation. He was followed by a train of six persons, aH 
splendidly attired, and atteating, by their costume and mamiei, the rank and 
importanoe of their chief. 'Qtpiceiving that iiis viait had but one objac^ 
to obaerve imr Hnrnrinl rnifltftmn — wr immfdiatflly rf ^iratnd nnrnflrf^ "^ 
filled our glasses. 
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As one alfcer anotlier the officers of tlie Effendi's household paa w d jomid 
the apartftMBte, me so&Esd itham ca gobkfc of dumpBgne, wfaieh "they 
severally declined, with a polite but solemn smile — dn.«xB6pEl;«QnLe»:al8rge» 
9tB79f|t^iasA3Bg '%xtk,'mAL « oaoat ieraoioiis bdowI, and Ihe largest black 
d)eacd£«Binr iMUd. 'iBb did juot tmntsnt 'MioBelf wttii a suite zefonl ml 
onr ioffiaiv tbatstniqaiig niddenJy, Jub .xsosed !iip his hands jibove Jus iwad, and 
muttered some words in Turkish, which one of the party informed ns was a 
very satiafiutoBy awirnirnHndgtiim. of ttfae -whide mmgtsD^ ito vSatan 'fer their 
lurotie {dnninflfiuaa. 

The /innBeeMinQ .nucnred isbwlyiraiBid ?tlie aoom, xnd whonittxeadied^e 
door again retired, eaeh ^nenKber rof it ^aafaaming thaie itunes :as die kmd 
doae ontentexing. :8QBiiMdy had they <g(xie, iwhem we ibmrstintca lend fit 
of dat^hter at'Mie.««8«igB-ted]Da)g'f!^aiv^~whD thcN^^ proper to ooeonminBi- 
oate .QB, aad'wese idK)at io dHRmss to moro tiumiBommon appoanenoe^of 4!b- 
gost atftmrvpiQoesdings, w^h»i again ?t6e door -opexied, imd a tmbaned head 
^pBBped in, *bfA mo ^fdierod were ^the ^eatores, tthat -al^oogh aeen "but Hie 
momeat 'belme, ^we eonld hardly belies theiB tiie saone. 7%e datk mfm- 
jdeodetn— 4fae(]ong and boshy beard tirare rtiiere-^mt instead of ^tiie sleepy 
-and^fiolBmn tdiaraeter of ^^ Oriental, with heavy en^ and dosed lip, thise 
was a droU "hilf-devihcy in i;he look, and ip8r% iopen month, that made 
a Biost laoghable ^contrast ;wi^ the head-dress. He lotikod steahMy 
asonnd'him lor an instant, as if to see tthat aU was right, and then, witdi an 
acoent and; ^presfflon Sshidl never forget, aaid, "PU ioMte $fimr wme^ ffM- 
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'WHisr we Twore tnuse ^more <in tiie ^conp^ of <ike dSigeiBse, 1 jdiioeted Ay 
eatire atteotion towards my (bash acqnaktano^ >aB weU beoaoae of his ^appa- 
reoot fiingttkzity, bb^ 'avoid the little ^Serman an >tiie /^oppoBtte < comer. 

"^ ¥oa iucve mt ibeen iong in Sranoe, theai, vir,^ said I, as we lesmmed onr 
ooimnMi»n. 

''Three weeks, and it seems lihse tbree vy ears to ma-^iiotiiing "io eat— 
iio&ing %o drink-^and nobody to speak to. But I'H go baek aoon— I only 
came abroad for a montL" 

'' Yon'll«8oaroely -see mmih of ihe GontinembmHK>:ihflBt« tine.'' 

''Devil a much that will grieve me— I didif^t^eone towe it.'* 
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•'Indeed!" 

•'Nothing of the kind; I only came— to be awi^ from home.** 

«0h! IpcreeiTe." 

"You're qnite out there/' said my companion, misintetpxeting my 
meaning. "It wasn't any thing of that kind. I dcm't owe sixpeaooe. I 
was laughed ont of Irdand— that's all, though that same is bad enonglL.'* 

"La^sMo^tofit!" 

" Jnst ao--«nd little you know of Irdand if that anrpxises yon." 

After acknowledging that such an eyent was perfectly possible, from 
what I myself had seen of that coontiy, I obtained the following very brief 
aoooont of my companion's reasons for foreign travel : 

"Well, sir," began he, "it is about four months since I broogfat up to 
Dubliu from Galway a little chesuut mare, with cropped ears and a f^oftt 
tail, square-jointed, and rather low— ^nst what you'd call a smart hack fsx 
going to cover witii— a liyely thing on the road with a light weight. No- 
body CYcr suspected that she was a clean-bred thing— own sister to Jenny, 
that won the Gonnthians, and ran second to Giles for the Biddlesworth— 
but so she was, and a better bred mare never leaped the pound in Ballina- 
aloe. Well, I brought her to DuUin, and used to ride her out two or 
three times a week, making little matches sometimes to trot — and, for a 
thorongh-bred, she was a dapper at trotting— to trot a mile or so on tiie 
grass— another day to gallop the length of the Nine Acres opposite tiie 
Lodge— and then sometimes back her for a ten*poimd note, to jump the 
biggest fbrse-biish that could be found — all of whidi she could do vi& 
ease, nobody thinkings all the while, that the cock-tailed pony was by 
Scroggins, out of a 'Lamplighter mare.' As every fellow that was beat to- 
day was sure to come back to-morrow, with sometliing better, either of his 
own or a friend's, I had matches booked for every day in the week— for I 
always made my littie boy that rode, win by half a neck, or a nostrO, and so 
we kept on day after day pocketing from ten to thirty pounds, or there- 
abouts. It was mighty pleasant whUe it lasted, for bodides winning the 
money, I had my own frn laughing at the spoonies that never could hook 
my bets fast enough. Young infantry ofELcers and the junior bai^— they 
were for the most part mighty nice to look at, but very raw about racing. 
How long I mig^t have gone on in this way I cannot say; but one moEoing 
I fell in with a fat, elderly gentleman, in shorts and garters, mounted ona 
dun cob pony, that was very fidgety and hot-tempered, and appeared to 
give the rider a great deal of uneasiness. 

"' He's a spiey hack you're on, sir,' said ^ 'aiidha8agoinhioi,r]ibe 
bound.' 

" 'I ntyther think he has,' said the old gentleman, half testily, 

" 'And can trot a bit, too/ 
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" 'Twetfre Irish miles in f% inmates, with my weight.' Here he looked 
down at a pannch like a sugar hogshead. 

" 'Mayhe he's not bad across a country/ said I, rather to hnmoor the old 
fellow, who, I saw, was proud of his pony. 

" Td Hke to aee his match, that's alL' Here he gave a rather contemp- 
tuous gLmce at my hack. 

"Well, one word led to another, and it ended at last in our booking a 
match, with which one party was no less pleased than the other. It was 
tMs : each was to ride his own horse, starting from the school in the Park, 
round the Fifteen Acres, outside the Monument, and back to the start- 
just one heat^ about a mile and a ludf— the ground good, and only soft 
enough. In consideration, however, of his greater weight, I was to give 
odds in the start ; and as we could not well agree on how much, it was at 
length decided that he was to get away first, and I to follow as fast as I 
could, after drinking a pewter quart fall of Guinness's double stout^-droll 
odds, you'll say, but it was the old fellow's own thought, and as the match 
was a <^ one, I let him have his way. 

** The next morning the Phoenix was crowded as if for a review. There 
were all the Dublin notorieties, swarming in toouches, and tilburies, and 
outside jaunting-cars— smart clerks in the Post-office, mounted upon kicking 
devils firom Dycer's and Lalouette's stables — attorneys' wives and daughters 
from York-street, and a stray doctor or so on a hack that looked as if it had 
been lectured on for the six winter months at the College of Surgeons. My 
antagonist was half an hour late, which time I occupied in booking bets on 
every side of me— offering odds of ten, fifteen, and at last, to tempt the 
people, twenty-five to one against the dun. At last, the fat gentleman 
came up on a jaunting-car, followed by a groom leading the cob. I wish 
you heard the cheer that greeted him on his arrival, for it appeared he was 
a well-known character m town, and much in favour with the mob. When 
he got off the car, he bundled into a tent, followed by a few of his friends, 
where they remained for about five minutes, at the end of which he came 
out in fiiU racing costume— blue and yellow-striped jacket, blue cap and 
leathers—looking as funny a figure as ever you set eyes upon. I now 
thought it time to throw off my white surtout, and show out in pink and 
orange, the colours I had been winning in for two months past. While 
some of the party were sent on to station themselves at different places 
round the fifteen Acres, to mark out the course, my fat friend was assisted 
into his saddle, and gave a short preliminary gallop of a hundred yards ox 
80, that set us all a-laughing. The odds were now fifty to one in my favour, 
vad I gave them wherever I could find takers. 'With you, sir, if you 
please, in pounds, and the gentleman in the red whiskers, too, if he likes ; 
very well, in half sovereigns, if you prefer it.' So I went on, betting on 
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trmrjaicle, tOl thebcdl nag to monnt. AsTlaiewIliaflplenijoftiiDeio 
spare, I took little notice, and mnely giving a look io my gbrihB, i eon- 
tiniiBd leisiErely ^booldxig my bets. At last ilie time came, and ofc tlie ward 
' Away !' off went the fat gentleman on tlie dim, ttt a splnlleimg gallop, ^ 
flong the mnd tm every side of ns, and once mofe'tiiiew hb allB^kngling. 
I waited patiently till he got near the upper end of the pork, taking bete 
every miniifce ; and now^that 'he was away, every one c^fered to wager. At 
last, when I had let him -get ueaa^ half romid, and ibmid no'moremnB^ 
oonld ht had, 1 ciflled oiiti;o his friends for tite porter, and, tiuowmg mjadf 
into the saddle, gatiiered np Hbe reins in my hand. S^eerowfl fall hack m 
each side,'while firam 'the tent I have already mentioned jrat oamea^iun 
IbBow with ooe eye, wx& « pewter qnart in his hand : lie -liftei it up 
towards me, and I took it; but what was my &ight to -find thatihe porter 
was boiling, and ihe Yessel so hot I eoold Ibarely hold it. I cfnieavooiBdlo 
drink, however: the first mouthfcd took aU Hie skin off my Vp^s aod tengeB, 
the second half tihcked, and the third nearly tinew me into on i^plecfic 
fit, the mob cheering all the time like devik. Heantune, flieold ^ow iad 
reached the forze, and ivas going along like fan. Again I tried the porter, 
and a fit of conghiog came on that lasted five ininutes. fhe pewter was w 
hot that 'Qie edge of the quart took away a pieee of my mLOoSi at eveiy 
effort. I ventured once more, and with "the desperation of a madmaa I 
tiffew down the hot Hqnid to its last drop. My head reeled, my ejes 
glared, and my brain was on fire. I fhooght I beheld ffiy Irt gei^ileineii 
gallopii^ on every side of me, and aU the sky raining ^adMs in blae and 
yellow. Half medianieaJly 1 took the rdns, and put spnrs to my hone; 
but before I got well away, a loud cheer from the crowd assaaled me. I 
turned, and saw the dun coming in at a 'floundermg gallop, tjovered with 
foam, and so dead blown that neither himself nor the rider could )iave got 
twenty yards far&er. The race was, however, won. My odds w i iie %oek to 
every man on the field, and, worse than all, I was -so laughed set, tiiat I 
could not venture out in the streets, without hearing "allumons to my mis- 
fbrtnne ; for a certain friend of mine, one Tom O'Vlaherty " 

'" Tom of the 11th Light Dragoons r 

^'The same ; you know Tom, then? Maybe you liave heard him men- 
tion 0itf— Maurice Malone ?^ 

«lJot Mr. Malone, of Fort Peak?" 

''Bad luck to him. I am as well known in connexion 'mfhlTortBed^ as 
the Duke is with Waterloo, ^ere is not -a part of the globe ^ere -he has 
not told that confounded story^*' 

As my readers may not possibly be all numberdi inlEr.<if9Udie^s 
acquaintance, 1 shall venture to give the anecdote idnch Ife. 
aooeunted to be so widely drciilated. 



Hi^BST litinffiE^jfCnaEU 315 



CHAPTER XLYEL 

AH .ADTISHTUBE QT GAKABA. 

TowABDB fhe t^lose (ff fhe last war ^with America, ti small detachmeni; -of 
militaiy occupied the little block-house of iPort Peak, which, Bbout eight 
miles '&om the Tdlls of T^iagara, formed "the lost outpost on 'the frontier. 
The Tort, in itself inconsiderable^ was only of impx>vtance as commanding a 
part of the riyer where it was practicable to ford, and where the easy ascent 
of the badk offered a safe situation for "the enemy io xtobs over, whenever 
they fdt diq)osed to carry ^he war into our territory. 

There having been, however, no threat of invasion in this quarter, and 
the natural strength of the position being considerable, a mere handful of 
men, with two subaltern officers, were allotted for this duly— such bemg 
CQnceived.an^le to maintain it till the arrival of succour from head-quarters, 
then at Little York, on th^ opposite side of the lake. The officers bf this 
party were our old acquaintance Tom OTPlahOTty, and our newly-made one 
Maurice Malone. 

Whatever may be the merits of commanding officers, one virtue they cer- 
t^nly can lay small claim to, viz., any insight into character, or at least any 
regard for the knowledge. Seldom are two men sent off on detachment 
duty to some remote quarter, to associate daily and hourly for months 
togetiier, that they are not, by some happy chance, the yeiy people who 
never, as the phrase is, "took to each other" in their lives. The grey- 
headed, weather-beaten, disappointed "Ptaiinsular" is coupled with the 
essenced and dandified Adonis of the corps ; the man of literary tastes and 
cultivated pursuits with the empty-headed, ill-informed youth, fresh from 
Harrow or Westminster. .This case offered jio exception to the rule ; for 
though there were few men possessed of more assimilating powers than 
CyHaherty, yet certainly his companion did put the faculty to the test, for 
anything more unlike him there never existed. Tom, all good humour and 
high spirits — making the best of everything — ^never nonjilussed — ^never 
taken aback — ^perfectly at home, whether flirting with a Lady Charlotte in 
her drawing-room, or crossing a grouse mountain in "the Highlands— suffi- 
ciently well read to talk on any ordinary topic— and always ready-witted 
enough to seem more so. A thorough sportsman, whether showing forth 
in his *'pnik" at Melton, whipping a trout-stream in Wales, or filling a 
countiy-house with black cock and moor-fowl ; an unexceptionable judge of 
all the good things in life, from a. pretty aiikle to a well-hung tilbury— from 
the odds at hazard to the "Comet vintage:" Budh, in l^ief, was Tom. 
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Now hiB oonMre was none of these ; he had been dnfted from the Galwaj 
militia to the line/for some election senrices rendered hj his fiuni^ to (lie 
gOTemment candidate; was of a satoniine and discontented halnt, ahnjs 
miserable abont some trifle or other, and nerer at rest till he bad drowned 
bis sonowB in Jamaica rum, which, since the re^ment was abroad, he bad 
oopionsly nsed as a sobstitnte for whisky. To such an extent bad this 
passbn gained upon him, that a corporal's goard was always in attendaaee 
whenever he dined ont, to convey him home to the barracks. 

The wearisome monotony of a dose garrison, with so nngenial a compa- 
nion, would have damped any man's spirits but O'Elaherty's. He, however, 
upon this, as other occasions in life, rallied himself to make the best of 
it ; and, by short exoorskms within certain prescribed limits along the rivet 
side, contrived to shoot and fish enough to get through the day, and improve 
the meagre fare of his mess-table. Malone never appeared before dinno" 
his late sittings at night requiring all the following day to recmit bim for a 
new attack upon the rum bottle. 

Now, atthongh his seeing so little of his brother officer vras anything bnt 
unpleasant to (^Flaherty, yet the ennui of such a life was gradually wearing 
him, and all his wits were put in requisition to furnish occupation for his 
time. Never a day passed without his praying ardently for an attach from 
the enemy; any alternative, saxj reverse, had been a Idessing compared with 
bis present life. No such spirit, however, seemed to animate the Yankee 
troops; not a soldier was to be seen for nules around, and every stng^ 
that passed the Port cononned in saying that the Amwi/Hma ^^me not 
within four days' march of the frontier. 

Weeks passed over, and the same state of things remaining unchanged, 
CFiaberty gradually rekxed some of his strictness as to doiy; small 
foraging parties of three and foor being daily permitted to leave tlie Fort 
for a few hours, to which they usually retomed laden with wild tudxys and 
fish— both being found in great abundance near theuL 

Such was the life of the little garrison for two or three long sommer 
months— each day so resembling its fellow, that no diiference could he 
found. 

As to how the war was faring^ or what the aspect of affabs might be, 
they absolutely knew nothing. Newspapers never reached them; and 
whether from having so much occupation at head«quarters, or that the dif- 
ficolty of sending letters prevented, their friends never wrote a bne; and 
thus they jogged on a very vegetable existence, till thought at hot was 
stagnating in their brains, and OTlaherty half envied his companiim's I^ 
sooroe in the spirit flask. 

Such was the state of affieurs at the Fort, when one evening OlUer^ 
appeared to pace the little rampart that looked towards Lake Qntanob wiUr 
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an appearance of aoiiety and impatience atrangely at Yariaaoe with bis dafly 
phlegmatic look. It seemed that the coipoial's part/ he had despatched 
that morning to forage near the "Falls" had not returned* and aheady were 
four hours later than their time away. 

Every imaginable mode of acoonnting for their absence suggested itself 
to hia mind. Sometimes he feared that they had been attacked by the 
Indian hunters, who were far from favonrably disposed towards their poach- 
ing neighbonrs. Then, again, it might be merely that they had missed 
their track in the forest ; or could it be that they had ventured to reach 
Goat Ishmd in a canoe, and had been carried down the rapids. Such were 
the torturing doubts that passed, as some shrill squirrel or hoarse night owl 
pierced the air with a cry, and then all was silent again. While thus the 
hours went slowly by, his attention was attracted by a bright light in the 
sky. It appeared as if part of the heavens were reflecting some strong 
glare from beneath, for, as he looked, the light, at flrst pale and colourless, 
gradually deep^ied into a rich mellow hue, and at length, through the 
murky bhickness of the night, a strong dear current of flame rose steadily 
upwards from the earth, and pointed towards the sky. From the direction, 
it must have been either at the Falls or immediately near them ; and now 
the horrible conviction flashed upon his mind that the party had been way- 
laid by the Indians, who were, as is their custom, nkaldng i^ war-feast over 
their victims. 

Not an instant was to be lost. The little garrison beat to arms ; and, as 
the men fell in, O^Fbherty cast his eyes around, while he selected a few 
brave fellows to accompany him. Scarcely had the men fallen out from the 
ranks, when the sentinel i^ the gate was challenged by a well-known voice, 
and in a moment more the corporal of the foraging party was among them. 
Fatigue and exhaustion had so overcome hiin, that for some minutes he was 
speechless. At length he recovered sufficiently to give the following brief 
account: — 

The little party having obtained their supply of venison above Queenston, 
were returning to the Fort, when they suddenly came upon a track of feet, 
and little experience in forest life soon proved that some new arrivals had 
reached the hunting-grounds, for on examining them closely, they proved 
neither to be Indian tracks, nor yet those made by the shoes of the Fort 
party. Proceeding with caution to trace them backwards for three or four 
miles, they reached the bank of the Niagara river, above the whirlpools, 
where the crossing is most easily effected from the American side. Tba 
nr^stery was at once explained : it was a surprise party of the Yankees, sent 
to attack Fort Peak ; and now the only thing to be done was to hasten back 
immediately to their friends, and prepare for their reception. 

Wl/ih, this intent they took the river path as the shortest, but had not pro* 
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oMded £ur iHmil iiidr feM» ip«EBtMnfinDfld.;.te 

iiaiik ihej- pcsoeivecb m gaEty* o£. twenty bbs ooato, who, yntioL thoF aom 
piled, werolsringaioiiiidasif waitmg^tlielioQrof a Theaigfatof 

this party added greatly to their alannj far they mrw perceived tiuA the 
Ammfianfr had di^ded tiidr fivoe — the foot-i^aoh^ flnrt^seea being evideiitlj 
tiuwe of anadier divuioiL As the ooiponil andhis few men contiinied, horn 
the. tew and tfakk broafawood, to make their reooHBoksanoe of ik» oiemy, 
thoy observed. wi& dakigfat that they were not legnlan, bat a noliiaa foroe. 
W itii this ana aremating thought, th^ again, with noiselesa step, rc^gamed 
the foreat, and pracoeded upon t^ieir way. Soavoely, however, had they 
matched a mile, when the sound of Yoicea and load laogfater sppiiaed them 
that anotiier party was mar, whieh, aa well as tibey oould observe in tier in- 
onnsing-^oom, was still- larger than- the former. They were now ol^igedto 
make a oomadecabie oircuit, and advance still deeper into iiie foiest— their 
anxiety houdy increasing^ lest the enemy should reach tiie Fort before them^ 
sfllvea. In tiikdilemnuk it was resolved that iiie party sbonMseparate-^^ 
ooqianl determining to ]R!Oceed alone by the livepbank, while l^otiien^ by 
a dHouroi some miles, should endesvour to learn the force of 1^ Yadne^ 
and, aa far aa* tii^ could, t^eir mode of attack. S'tchu that instaal' Ifte 
CQiparai knew no more; for, after two haan' weaiy esertion, he reaohedtito 
Fort, which, had it been but anot^ermile distant, his strengtii bad nolrhili 
out for him to attain. 

However $^adly poer O'Flafaertyinight have hailed audi informatiottiBriBr 
oilBr ciieonutances, mrw it came like a liumderbolt upon him. Six o^Hb 
snadl ijstod were away, perfaiq^ ere this made prisoners by the enemy; Ihe 
YsdEoes,. as well as he could judge, were a nmnerons party; and be hinw^ 
totally without a single adviser — ^for Malone had dined, and was, tiierefeie, 
by this time in tiiat pleanng state of indiffJerenoe, in whidi he could osd^ie- 
cognise an enemy, in theman that did not send round the decanter. 

In the half-indulged hope that his state might permit some faint ezertsise 
of the naunning facoity^ O'FlahertjF walked towards l^e anall den: they had 
dangnHted aa the mess-room, in search of his brother officer. 

As he entered the aqraiiment, litde disposed as he Ml; to mirth at such a 
mnnent, l^e tableau before him was too lidiculous not to laugh at: Atone 
side of the fireplace sat Malone, his faee florid with diinidng, andhiseydialls 
pio)ectmg; Upon his head was a small Indian dbodl-cap, with two peacock^ 
f ea&ers, and a piece of searlet doth which hung down behind. Ll one hand 
he hdd a smddng goblet of rum pundi, and in tiie oilier a long Inxhaa 
Gfatbook pipe. Opposite to Mm, but squatted upon the floor, vepoeed a red 
Indian, tiiat Hved in the Fort as a guide, equaDy dmnk^ but preserni^, efvn 
in his liquor, an impassive, grave aspect, strangdy contnurtingwith theMg^ 
eiMlteme&t of- Matoe'afaoe. The red man wore MRlQue^s nmfeim eoit. 
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^viddi he had pni; on back finonosti^his head^dres* having; in alipiolnbiliigr, 
bBen exehangod fofr it, as an amicable courtesy between* ibe partiesu Tha» 
they sat, locdix]^ fixedly at each odier; neither ^«ke, nor even smiledF— the 
ram botde, which at brief iiEfcervais passed horn oneto the otiier, maintained 
a Mendly intercourse that each was content wiiix. 

To the hearty fit of laughing of 0'FIaherfcy> Malone replied by a kK)k of 
dmnken defiance, and tiien nodded to his red friend, who letumed tile 
courtesy. As poor Tom leffc the room, he saw that notfaii^was to be hoped 
for in this- quarter, and determined to beat the gaixiscm- to arms without any 
farther delay. Scarcely had he closed tiie door behind him, when a sudd^i 
thought flasiied through his brain. He hesitated, walked forward a fewpaces, 
stopped again, and calling out to ihe corporal^ said^— - 

" Yon are certain they were militia P" 

"Yes, sht; quite sure.^' 

"Then, by Jove, I have it,''" cried OTlaherty. •'If th^ should turn oat 
to be iiie Bufialo FemnHes, we may get through this scn^e better than I 
hoped for." 

"I believe you are right, dr; for I heard one of the mefi, as I passed, 
observe, ''What will they say in Bufialo when ifs over P" 

" Send Mathers here, corporal ; and do yon order fbur la&k aadfiie, with 
side-arms, to be in readmess inonediately.'' 

"Mathers, yon have heard the news," said CBIaheity, as iiie sergeant 
entered. " Can the Fort hold ont against sndi a foroe as Jaekson reports ? 
Yon doubt; well, so do I; so lef a see whafs to be done. Gaa jon remem- 
ber, was it not the Biifiblo militia litat were so trsnendbiudythzashedbythe 
Delawares last autumn P" 

" Yes, »r, liiey chased them for two days and nights^ and had they not 
reached the town of Buffalo, tiie Delawares would not have left a scalp in 
the regiment." 

" Can you reeolleot the chief's name — ^it was Gairan^-sometfaing, eh P" 

" CauGhm-daowagae." 

" Exaetiy. Where is he supposed to be now P*' 

"Tip in Detroit, sir, they say, but no one knows. Thoie fellowB are hexe 
to^y, and there to-morrow." 

" Wdl then, sergeant, hare's my plan." Saying these words, 0*Kaherty 
proceeded to walk towards his quarters, accompanied by the sergeKnt> witii 
whom he conversed for swne time eagerly; occasionally^ replying, as it ap- 
peared^ to objections, and' offering explanations as the other seemed to require 
th»n. The colloquy lasted half an hour ; and although the vetenm sergeant 
seemed diffioult of oonvietion, it mided by his saying, as he left the room, 

" Well, sir, as you say, it can only come to hard knoeka at woist; Heie 
goe». EU smd off the seont party to make the- fires and choose tile men fia^ 
the out-pickets, for no time is to be lost." 
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In about an helix's time from the scene I have mentioned* & nmnher of 
militia officers, of different grades, were seated round a bivouac ^n^ upon 
the bank of the Niagara river. The oonversation seemed of an aagiynataie^ 
for the Toioes of the speakers irere loud and irascibley and their gestures 
evidenced a state of high excitement. 

" I see," said one, who seemed the superior of the party—" I see wdl 
where this wiE end. We shall have another Qneenstonal&iirj as we had kst 
fedl with the Delawares." 

" I only say/* replied another, "that if you wish our men to stand £re 
to-moROw morning, the less you remind them of the Delawares the better. 
What is that aoiaeP Is not that a drum beating?" 

The party at these words sprang to their legs, and stood in aa aititade of 
listening for some seconds. 

"Who goes there?" sang out a sentinel from his post; and then, after a 
moment's delay, added: " Pass flag of truce to Major Brown's quarters," 

Scarcely were the words spoken, when three officers in scarlet, preceded 
by a dmmmer with a white flag, stood before the American party. 

" To whom may I address myself?" said one of the Britiidi— who, I may 
inform my reader, mpautmi, was no other than 0'Ilaherty^"to whsm 
may I address myself as the officer in command?" 

" I am Major Brown," said a short, pLethoiic litUe man» in a blue uniform 
and roond hi^. " And who are you?" 

" Major OTbheriy, of his Migesty's Fifth Foot," said Tom, with a very 
sonorous emphasis on each word, ** the bearer cKf a flag of truce and an 
amicable proposition from Major-General ABen, commanding the garnson of 
Fort Peak." 

The Americans, who were evidently taken by sorprise at their intentioos 
of attack being known, were silent, while he continued : 

" Gentlemen, it may appear somewhat strange that a garrison* possessing 
the natural strength of a powerfbl position, supplied with abundant ammu- 
nition and every muniment of war, should despatch a flag of trace on tlie 
eve of an attack, in preference to waiting for the moment when a sharp and 
well-prepared reoepfion might best attest its vigilance and discipline. Bnt 
the reasons for this step are soon explained. In the first place, you intend 
a surprise. We have been long aware of your projected attack. Oar spies 
have tracked you from your crossing the river above the whirlpool to your 
present position. Every man of your party is numbered by us ; and, wlut 
is still more, numbered by our allies ; yes, gentlemen, I must repeat it, 
' allies,' though, as a Briton, I blush at the word. Shame and disgrace for 
ever be that man's portion who first associated the honourable ussges of 
war with the atrocious and bloody cruelties of the savage. Yet so it is 
the Delawares of the hills"— here the Yankees exchanged vexy peculiar 
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looks — "hare this mommg arrived at Fort Peak, with orders to ravage the 
whole of your frontier, from Fort George to Lake Erie. They brought us 
the iuformatioxi of your approach, and their chief is, while I speak, making 
an infamous proposition, by which a price is to be paid for every scalp he 
produces in the morning. Now, as the General cannot refuse to co-operate 
with the savages without compromising himself with the conmiander-in-chief, 
neither can he accept of such assistance without some pangs of conscience, 
he has taken the only course open to him; he has despatched myself and 
my brother officers here" — O'Flaherty glanced at two privates dressed up in 
his regimentals — " to offer you terms " 

O'Flaherty paused when he arrived thus far, expecting that the opposite 
party would make some reply; but they continued silent; when suddenly, 
from the dense forest, there rang forth a wild and savage yell, that rose and 
fell several times, like the pibroch of the Highlander, and ended at last in a 
loud whoop, that was echoed and re-echoed again and again for several 
seconds after. 

" Hark 1" said O'Flaherty, with an accent of horror. " Hark ! the war- 
dy of the Delawares ! The savages are eager for their prey. May it vet 
be time enough to rescue you from such a fate ! Time presses— our terms 
are these — as they do not admit of discussion, and must be at once accepted 
or rejected, to your own ear alone can I impart them/' 

Saying which, he took Major Brown aside, and, walking apart from the 
others, led him, by slow steps, into the forest. While O'Flaherty continued 
to dilate upon the atrocities of Indian war, and the revengefal character of 
the savages, he contrived to be always advancing towards the river side, till 
at length the glare of a fire was perceptible through the gloom. Major 
Brown stopped suddenly, and pointed in the direction of the flame. 

"It is the Indian picket," said O'Flaherty, calmly; "and as the facts 
I have been detailing may be more palpable to your mind, you shall see 
them with your own eyes. Yes, I repeat it, you shall, through the cover 
of this bnu^wood, see Gaudan-daowagae himself— for he is with them in 
person." 

As O'Flaherty said this, he led Major Brown, now speechless with terror, 
behind a massive cork-tree, from which spot they could look down upon the 
river side, where in a small creek sat five or six persons in blankets, and 
scarlet head-dresses; their faces streaked with patches of yellow and red 
paint, to which the glare of the fire lent fresh horror. Li the midst sat 
one whose violent gestures and savage cries gave him the very appearance 
of a demon, as he resisted with all his might the efforts of the others to re- 
strain him, shouting like a maniac all the while, and struggling to rise. 

"It is the chief," said O'Flaherty; "he will wait no longer. We hava 
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'Wbed the othen to keep lum qniefc, if paanbli^ a little im»; bok I lee 
tfaej oaBDot sncceed.'' 

A bud yeU of tthmiph from below mtecnipted Tom's epeodi. The i&> 
foriflbed a arog o — ^ who wee no other Ijuhh Me. Maika m hmhig obUniedl the 
noa bottle, for iriikh he wu figUang wiith bU his nigkt; Mb teniier not 
being impiored in the struggle hj oooaeiaiiid adnenitiaBB £dgol the led end 
of a eigar, appUed to hJe naked skin by tiie other Indiaai, vbo man Iub 
own Bokliers acting under Ollaherty's oidoa. 

*'Now/' said Tom, ''that you haye ooDdxnoed yomek^ and eaa sstisfjr 
your brother officers, will you take your ehancef or wiU yon aeoqit the 
hoBOiiiable terms of the Qeneral — pile yoor arms, oad vdinat b^cmd the 
rirer before daybreak P Yoor mu^ts and ammnmfeion will offer a bribe 
to the eapi£ty of the sarage, and delay his pnrsdt till yoia can nook some 
plaee of safety.'' 

MiQor Brown heaid the proposal in silence, and at last detexmiDed t^gd 
oonsTilting his brother officers. 

"1 hare oid»tayed my tune," aaid O'Maherty; ''but stop; theliveB of so 
many axe at stake, I coasenf Saying whic^ they walked on wMoiit 
speaking, tiU they anived idieie the others were standing asoaiid the 
witdi-fire. 

As Brown retired to eonsult witb the officers, Tom heard with idaasoie 
how mnch Mg two companions had worked npea the Taokees^ ifearB-dramg 
his abnoee^ by detafls of the yindietLTe f eelbigs of the BelowueB, and l^eir 
TOWS to annihilate the Buffalo militia. 

BeioKe fire nmmtes they had decided.. Upon a ankmai pMg® from 
O'llaherty that the teana of the compact were to be obsoved as he stated 
them, they ageeed to march with their arms to the foid, whexe^ baffisg pikd 
thuD, they were to crosa OFer, aad make the best of their way home. 

By anmiBe the next morning all that remained of ^ tfafoatened attack 
on Port Peak, were tbe smooldcdng ashes of some wood :fireB— e^hty 
nraakets piled in the fort— and the yellow ochre and red stoEipes tliat stiB 
adorned the coontenance of the late Indian chief— bat now snoring liea- 
tcBant— Manrke JCalooe. 
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CHAPTER XLVin. 

THE COUBIEB's PASSPOBT. 

A SECOND night succeeded to the long dreary day of the diligence, and the 
only one agreeable reflection arose in the feeling that every mile travelled 
was diminfything the chance of pursuit, and removing me still further from 
that scene of trouble and annoyance that was soon to furnish gossip for 
Paris — ^under the title of the *^ Affaire CtLearyr 

How he was ever to extricate himself from the numerous and embarrassing 
difficulties gave me, I confess, less uneasiness than the uncertainty of my 
• own fortunes. Luck seemed ever to befriend Um — me it had always 
accompanied far enough through life to make its subsequent desertion more 
painfuL How far I should blame myself for this, I stopped not to con- 
sider, but brooded over the fact in a melancholy and discontented mood. 
The one thought uppermost in my mind was. How will Lady Jane receive 
me — am I forgotten^or am I only remembered as the subject of that 
unlucky mistake, when, under the guise of an elder son, I was f6t6d and 
made much o{P What pretensions I had, without fortune, rank, influence, 
or even expectations of any kind, to seek the hand of the most beautiful girl 
of the day, with 'the largest fortune as her dowry, I dare not ask myself — 
the reply would have dashed all my hopes, and my pursuit would have at 
once been abandoned. /'Tell the people you are an excellent preacher," 
was the advice of an old and learned divine to a younger and less experienced 
one — "tell them so every morning, and every noon, and every evening, and 
at last they will begin to believe it." " So," thought I, "I shall impress 
upon the CMonbys that I am a most unexceptionable " parti.'* Upon eveiy 
occasion they shall hear it, as they open their newspapers at breakfast, as 
they sip their soup at luncheon, as they adjust « their napkin at dinner, as 
they chat over their wine at night. My influence in the house shall be un- 
bounded, my pleasures consulted, my dislikes remembered. The people in 
favour with me shall dine there three times a week — those less fortunate 
shall be put into schedule B. My opinions on all subjects shall be a law, 
whether I pronounce upon politics, or discuss a dinner : and all this I shall ac- 
complish by a successful flattery of my lady, a little bullying of my lord, a 
devoted attention If) the youngest sister, a special cultivation of Kilkee, and 
a very jlrononc^ neglect of Lady Jane." These were my half-waking 
thoughts, as the heavy diligence rumbled over the pav^ into Kancy ; and I 

t2 
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was aroused bj the dooi being suddenly jerked open, and a bronzed face, 
with a black beard and moustache, being thrust in amongst us. 

*' Tour passports, Messieurs P" as a lantern was held up in succession 
across our faces, and we handed forth our crumpled and worn papers to ih& 
offidal. 

The night was stormy and dark— gusts of wind sweeping along, beaiing 
with them the tail of some thunder cloud — mingling their sounds with a 
falling tile from the roofs, or a broken chimney-pot. The officer in vain 
endeaYOured to hold open the passports while he inscribed his name ; and 
just as the last scrawl was completed, the lantern went out. Muttering a 
heavy curse upon the weather, he thrust them in upon us e» matte^ and, 
banging the door to, called out to the conducteur, ''en route" 

Again we rumbled on, and, ere we cleared the last lamps of the town, the 
whole party were once more sunk in sleep, save myself. Hour after hour 
rolled by, the rain pattering upon the roof, and the heavy plash of the horses' 
feet contributing their mournful sounds to the melancholy that was stealing 
over me. At length we drew up at the door of a little inn, and, by the 
noise and bustle without, I perceived there was a change of horses. 
Anxious to stretch my legs, and relieve, if even for a moment, the wearisome 
monotony of the night, I got out, and strode into the little parlour of the 
inn. There was a cheerful fire in an open stove, beside which stood a portly 
figure in a sheepskin bunta and a cloth travelling cap, with a gold band ; 
his legs were cased in high Russia leather boots, all evideilt signs of the 
profession of the wearer, had even his haste at supper not bespoke the fiict 
that he was a government courier. 

'' You had better make haste with the horses, Antoine, if you don^t wish 
the postmaster to hear of it," said he, as I entered, his mouth filled with pie 
crust and vin de Beaune, as he spoke. 

A lumbering peasant, with a blouse, sabots, and a striped ni^tcap, 
replied in some unknown patois ; when the courier again said, — 

'* Well, then, take the diligence horses ; I must get on, at all events ; 
they are not so hurried, Til be bound; besides, it will save the gendarmes 
some nules of a ride if they overtake them here." 

" Have we another visS of our passports here, then P" said I, addressing 
the courier, "for we have already been examined at Nancy." 

** Not exactly a vis^" said the courier, eyeing me most suspiciously as he 
spoke, and then continuing to eat with his former voracity. 

" Then what, may I ask, have we to do with the gendarmes P" 

'* It is a search," said the courier, gruffly, and with t^e air of one who 
desired no further questioning. f 

I immediately ordered a bottle of Burgundy, and filling the latge goUet 
before him, said, with much respect, — 
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•• A voire bon voyage. Monsieur le Courier." 

To this he at once replied, by taking off his cap and bowing politely as he 
drank off the wine. 

" Have we any runaway felon or stray galley slave among ns," said I, 
laughingly, " that they are going to search ns ?" 

'*No, monsieur,'* said the courier; "but there has been a govemnlent 
order to arrest a person on this road connected with the dreadful Polish 
plot that has just idated at Paris. I passed a vidette of cavalry at Nanc^, 
and they will be up here in half an hour.'* 

*' A Polish plot ! Why, I left Paris only two days ago, and never heard 
of it." 

*' G'est bien possible. Monsieur? Perhaps, after all, it may only be an 
affair of the police; but they have certainly arrested one prisoner at 
Meurice, charged with this, as well as the attempt to rob Trascati, and 
murder the croupier." 

^'Alas," said I, with a half-suppressed groan, "it isHoo true; that 
infernal fellow, CyLeary, has ruined me, and I shall be brought back to 
Paris, and only taken from prison to meet the open shame and disgrace of 
a public triaL" 

What was to be doneP — every moment was precious. I walked to the 
door to conceal my agitation. All was dark and gloomy. The thought of 
escape was my only one; but how to accomplish it? Every stir without 
suggested to my anxious mind the approaching tread of horses — every rattle 
of the harness seemed like the clink of accoutrements. 

While I yet hesitated, I felt that my fate was in the bahmce. Conceal- 
ment where I was, was impossible ; there were no means of obtaining horses 
to proceed. My last only hope then rested in the courier ; he, perhaps, 
might be bribed to assist me at this juncture. Still his impression as to the 
enormity of the crime imputed, might deter him ; and there was no time for 
explanation, if even he would listen to it. I returned to the room ; he had 
finished his meal, and was now engaged in all the preparations for encoun- 
tering a wet and dreary night. I hesitated ; my fears that if he should 
refuse my offers, all chance of my escape was gone, deterred me for a 
moment. At length, as he wound a large woollen shawl around his throat, 
and seemed to have completed his costume, I summoned nerve for the 
effort, and with as much boldness in my manner as I could muster, said, 

"Monsieur le Courier, one word with you." I here closed the door, and 
continued : " My fortunes, my whole prospects in life, depend upon my 
reaching Strasbourg by to-morrow night. Tou alone can be the means of 
my doi% so. Is there any price you can mention for which you will render 
me this service ? — ^if so, name it." 

"So, then. Monsieur," said the courier, slowly, "so, then, you are 
the ^" 
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"Toa have guessed it/' said 1^ ioofcermpting. ''Do you aooqpt mypto- 
posdL" 

" It is impossible," said he, '^ utterly impossible, for epen sbmld I be 
dbpwed to jxm the lisk on my own aeeoimt, it ipoold avail yon. DoAing; 
the first town we entered your passport would Be demanded, and aot 
htog Tia^ by the nduster to tayel 'ea. conxscr,' you would at onee be 
ddaoied and arrested." 

''Then ami last," said I, thoowing myself upon a ciiair; at 1^ same 
instant my passport, which I carrifid in my breast-poekfii^ &n ooi at tbe 
fioet of the cMuier. He liftedit and <^pe&ed it leisonely. Soeogmaied vas 
I by my misfortunes, that for some minutes I did not perceive that, as he 
oontinaed to read the paaipori^ he smiled firom time iotLa^^ tiU at kog&a 
heady fit of ]aiigh]ngaw<^e me &Qm my abstraction. My finst ifflpnlsswaa 
to seiee him by the throat; conkolling my tempea:« haw«irax, with, aneffiut, 
I said, 

'' And pray, IdJomaienr, may I aak in what manner the positkm I sia&d in 
at this momoit affords you so much anmsement P Is there au^thingso pur- 
ticakrly droll — anything so ezcossively Indicoous in my sitiiatio2i^-<or what 
particular gift do you possess that shall prevent me throwing yon out of the 
window?" 

^ Mais, Monsieur," aaid he, half stifled with bui^htar, " do yxyo. koowtbe 
bknder I fall intoF it is really too good» Gould yon csdy gaees whoial 
took yon for, yon would laugh too." 

Here he became so ovesoome with menaaeut, that he was obliged to ait 
down, which he did opposite to me, and adnally ahook with laughter.. 

"When this comedy ia over," thought I, " wa may begin to undacstaad 
eac^ other." Seeing no. prospect of thie^ I became tii leogth impatiflo^aQd 
jnmprng on my Jega^ said, 

''Enough, air, quite enough of this fiaoLary. Believe me^ yon haveansy 
reason to be thankful that my present embarraaainent durald so fiar aagcoes 
me, that I cannot affi»d tune to give you a thrashing." 

''Pardon, mille pardons^" said h^ humbly; ''but you wall, I am snie, 
foigive me when 1 1^ you that I was stupid enou^ to mistakn you. for the 
fugitive Engliflhman, whom the gandarmfls are in poini^ of« 'Sm 
good,ehP" 

"C^! denliahgood-^but what do yon mean?" 

''Why, the £bUow that caused tho attaok sdi Jbaaaii^ and all that, 
and " 

"I«8— WQll,.eh; Didyont^unklwaaha?" 

*' To be sure X did, tall I aanr your pasq^." § 

" Till you saw my passport !— Why, what on eari^ oan he maan?" thought 
L^"No,.hit^" saidi, halfjestii^y, "how oonld yountake aochAhlundarP' 
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'Why, your eonfased manner — your impatience to get oh— your hurried 
questions, all conyinced me. In fact, I'd have wagered anything you were 
the Englishman." 

« And what, in Heaven's name, does he think me now?" thought I, as I 
endeavoured to join the laugh so hidicrous a mistake occasioned. 

"But we are delaying sadly," said the courier. " Are you ready ?" 

" Ready ?— ready for what P"" 

"To.fp <m with me, of course* Don't you wish to get early to Stias- 

bODI^S" 

"To be sure I do." 

''Well, then, came along. But, pray don't mind your luggage, far my 
calkihe is> loaded^ Your instruments can come in the diligence." 
<<My instruments in the diligence ! He's mad — tlu^'s flat." 
"^"HJaw they will laugh at Strasbourg at my mistake." 
"That tibeywill," thought L ""The only doubt is, will you join in the 

So. sayings I folbwed the courier to the door, jumped into his caliche, and 
in another moment was hunying over the pav^ at a pace that defied pursuit, 
and promised soon ix) make up for all our late delay. Scarcely was the far- 
lined aBgamiQi the cal^e buttoned around me, and the German blinds let 
dowa^ "viien I set to work to think over the circumstance that had just be> 
fallen me. As I had never examined my passport &om the moment 
TreiEanion handed it to me at Pads, I knew nothing of its contents ; there- 
£qz€, as to what impression it might convey of me, I was totally ignorant. 
To ask the conxier far it now might excite suspicion; so that I was totally 
at sea how to account for his sudden change in my favour, or in what 
precise capacity I was travelling beside him. Once, and once only, the 
thought of tceaishery occurred to me. " Is he about to hand me over to the 
gendarmes P and are we now only retradng our steps towards Nancy P If 
so. Monsieur le Courier, whatever be my fate, yours is certainly an un- 
enviable one." My reflections on this head were soon broken in upon for my 
companion again returned to the subject of his "singular error," and 
assured me that he was as near as possible leaving me behind, under the 
mistaken impression of my being "myself;" and informed me that all Stras- 
bonig woul^ be delighted to see me, which latter piece of news was only the 
more flattering, that I knew no one there, nor had ever been in that ciff in 
my life ; and after about an hour's mystification as to my tastes, habitat and 
pursuits, he fell fast asleep, leaving me to solve the difficult problem as 
to whether I was not somebody else, or, the only alternative— whether 
travelling en courier might not be prescribed by phydmns as a mode of 
treating insane patients. 
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CHAPTER XTiTX, 

A HXGHT DT STKASBOUBOk 

WnH fhe dftwn of day my miseries recommenced; for after letting dtmn 
the sash, and venting some very fervent imprecations upon the postiUon for 
not going faster than his horses were ablet the cornier once more reccuiedto 
his last night's blunder, and proceeded very leisurely to catechise me as to 
my probable stay at Strasbourg, whither I should go from thence, and so on. 
As I was still in doubt what or whom he took me for, I answered with the 
greatest circumspection — watching, the while, for any clue that might lead 
me to a discovery of myself. Thus occasionally evading all pushing and 
home queries, and sometimes, when hard pressed, feigning drowsiness, I 
passed the long and anxious day — the fear of being overtaken ever mingling 
with the thoughts that some uiducky admission of mine might discover mj 
real character to the courier, who, at any post station, might hand me over to 
the authorities. " Gould I only guess at the part I am performing," thonght 
I, " and I might manage to keep up the illusion ;" but my attention was so 
entirely engrossed by fencing off all his threats, that I could find out no- 
thing. At last, as night drew near, the thought that we were approadiing 
Strasbourg rallied my spirits, suggesting an escape from all pursuit, as veil 
as the welcome prospect of getting rid of my present torturer, who, when- 
ever I awoke from a doze, reverted to our singolar meeting with a pertinacity 
that absolutely seemed like malice. 

''As I am aware that this is your first visit to Strasbourg," said the 
courier, "perhaps I can be of service to you in recommending an hoteL Put 
up, I advise you, at the 'Bear* — a capital hotel, and not ten minutes' dis- 
tance from the theatre." 

I thanked him for the counsel ; and, rejoicing in the fact that my prototype, 
whoever he might be, was unknown in the city, began to fed some little 
hope of getting through this scrape, as I had done so many others. 

" They have been keeping the 'Huguenots' for your arrival, and all Stras- 
bourg is impatient for your coming." 

" Indeed !" said I, mumbling something meant to be modest. "Who the 
devil am I, then, to cause aU this fracas? Heaven grant, not the new 
'prefect,' or the commander of the forces." 

"I am told the ' Zauberflotte* is your favourite opera?" 

"I can't say that I ever heard.it— that is, I mean that I could say— veil 
got up." 



HABBT LOB&EQUER. 329 

Here I fioundered on, liavixig so far forgot myself as to endanger every- 
thing. 

"How very nnfortiuiate ! Well I hope you will not long have as much 
to say. Meanwhile, here we are — ^this is the 'Bear.* " 

We rattled into the ample parte eochere of a vast hotel, the postilion 
cracking his enormous whip, and bells ringing on every side, as if the Grown 
Prince of Russia had been the arrival, and not a poor sub. in the 4 — tL 

The courier jumped out, and running up to the landlord, whispered a 
few words in his ear, to which the other answered by a deep "Ah, 
vraiment!'' and then saluted me with an obsequiousness that made my 
flesh quake. 

" I shall make 'mes hommages ' in the morning," said the courier, as he 
drove off at full speed to deliver his despatches, and left me to my own 
devices to perform a character, without even being able to guess what it 
might be. My passport, too, the only tiling that could throw any light 
upon the affair, he had taken along with him, promising to have it vis^d, 
and save me any trouble. 

Of all my dlMculties and puzzling situations in life, this was certainly 
the worst ; for however often my lot had been to personate another, yet 
hitherto I had had the good fortune to be aware of what and whom I was 
perfomung. Now I might be anybody, from Marshal Soult to Monsieur 
Scribe ; one thing only was certain, I must be a " Celebrity/* The con- 
founded pains and trouble they were taking to receive me, attested that 
fact, and left me to the pleasing reflection that my detection, should it take 
place, would be sure of attracting a very general publicity. Having ordered 
my supper &om the landlord, with a certain air of reserve, sufficient to 
prevent even an Alsace host from obtruding any questions upon me, I took 
my opportunity to stroll from the inn down to the river side. There lay 
the lnx>ad, rapid Ehine, separating me, by how narrow a limit, from that 
land, where, if I once arrived, my safety was certain. Never did that 
great boundary of nations strike me so forcibly as now when my own petty 
interests and fortunes were at stake. Night was fast settling upon the 
low, flat banks of the stream, and nothing stirred, save the ceaseless ripple 
of the river. One fishing barque alone was on the water. I hailed the 
solitary tenant of it, and after some little parley, induced him t6 ferry me 
over. This, however, could only be done when the night was farther 
advanced — it being against the law to cross the river except at certain 
liours, and between two established pomts, where officers of the revenue 
were stationed. The fisherman was easily bribed, however, to evade the 
regulation, and only bargained that I should meet him on the bank before 
daybreak. Having settled this point to my satisfaction, I returned to my 
hotel in better spirits ; and with a Strasbourg pat6, and a flask of Nieren* 
steiner, drank to my speedy deliverance. 
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Bow to oQupnme the long, dsoacj boms b^ween. this time aod tlui of 
my departure, I knew not ; for though greatly fatigued, I felt that fdeep 
waa impnaaiyb* • the lOBotl roioiuxse of a gonip with the host was eqiolly 
oat of the question; and all that renuuied was the theatre which I ha|pSbf 
zanBmheEed.waa net £bc &om the hotel. 

Jjk was an opera night, and the house was crowded to ezoBss; bat with 
some little management, I obtained a p]aoe in a box near the stage. Ihe 
pieoe waa "Lea Erancs Ma9Qns," which waa certainly admirably supported, 
and drew down from, the aadienoe— no mean one as juc^es el mnaor-4^ 
loodert thunders of applaoae. As for me, the house waa as great a CDnasiiy 
as the opera. The novel spectacle of some hundred people rdi^iiiig and 
appceciating the highest order of musical genius, was scmketbing totally 
new and surprising to me. The curtain at length feil xxgoji l^e £fth iek— 
and now the deafmiiiig ooar of acclamation was tsonendous ; and amid a 
perfect shout of enthuaiawn, the manager announced ilie opera fcs fte 
ensuing erening. Scarcely had this subsided, wh^i a bum zan through tk 
house; at first subdued, but gradually getting louder— -extending fxxm 
the boxes to tiie balcon — from the bakon to the parterre— and. finallj 
even to the gallenes. Groups of people stood upon the bendhea^ lod 
looked fixedly in one part of the house; then changed and isegtcded as 
eagerly the other. 

What can this mean P thon^t L Is tim theatre oafire ? Somefldng 
surely has gone wrong ! 

In this conviction, with the oontagbus spirit o£ curiosyy, I mounted 
upon a seat, and looked about me on every dd& ; but unable still to aitcli 
the objeet which seemed to attzact the rest, as I was about to reaome ny 
phioe, my eyes fell upoa a weU-knovn face, which in an instant. I rememr 
bered wss tiiat of my late feUow4xaveller, the oouziBr. Anxbus to sroid 
his recognitLon, I attempted to get down, at once; but before I eoold 
accomplish il^ the wretch had perceived and recognised met; ani I 
saw him, even with a gesture of delight, point me out to some bkeuk 
beside him. 

"Confound the feUow," muttered I; ''I must leave this at onoe^ eel 
shall be involved ia some trouble.'' 

Scarcely waa my resolve taken, when a new burst of voioea aooea froa 
the pit— the words "L'Anteur !*' *' L'Auteur V* mingling wiUi load eriea £ar 
''Meyerbeer r ''Meyerbeer !" to appear. " So,'' thou^ I, "it sbum the 
great composer ia here. Oh,by Jove! Imnst have apeepatbimbeikiiBl 
go." fio^ leaning over the front ndl of the box, I looked fiuTHMmliir about to 
catoh one hasty glimpse of one of the great men of hia daf apdesimfiy* 
What waa mj surprise^ however, to pereeive that about two ^'^vffufii^ eges 
were firmly riveted, upon the box I was seated in; whik afamttt haH the 
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Bioaber of tongues oalled out uneeasiiigly^ " Me. Jibyerhefir !— vira "Mbjoc- 
beer ! — viye I'Auteur des Erancs Ma9oas ! — vive las Pranca Mapona I" As. 
Be^aro I oouldtiuiL to loo)^ foi the hero of tbe aoaoB, my legs weoer taken 
fioMa under me, and I fdt myaelf lifted by asy^nl atnosg mea and bdd ent 
k .feoni of the box, while the whole aadioice, rising emmaue, aelatedmo— 
yes mo, Haoy Lonraqiier — ^with a cheer that shook the building, i^mfnl 
of pceoijpitating myself into the pit beneath, if I made the leaat effiirt, and 
half wild with terror and amazemost^ I staved about like a maniae, while a 
beautifol yonng woman tripped along the edgeof the box. soppacted by 
her oompuuon's himd, and placed lightly npou my brow a diaplet of roeea 
and laurel. Here the applause was like an earthquake. 

'^ May the de^ fly away with half of yon," waa my gcateful reapooBC to 
as full a cheer of applause as eyer the walls of the house iie<echoed to. 

^ On the stage-H^ the. stage!" shouted that portion of the audience 
who, occupying the same side of the house as myself, preferred having a 
better view of me; and to the stage I was acooacding^ hnzded,. down a 
narrow stair, thiough a side scene, and over half the corps de baUet wiho 
were waiting for their entree. Kicking, plunging, buffeting like a fmh ^thmi^ 
they carried me to the "flats," when the manager led me fQrwaid*ta the 
f6ot4ight8, my wreath of flowers contrasting rather raefnlly with my bmiaed 
cheeks and torn habiliments. Human beings, God be praised ! are onlj» 
capable <^ certain e£Gorts— so that one-half the audienee were coughing 
their sides out, while the other were hoarse as balL-£rQ|g8 from their 
enthusiasm in less than five minutes. 

" You'll bane what my fidend Eooney calls & chrome bronehUis for this 
theie timae weeks»" said I, " thaf s one comfort," as I bowed my way back 
to the " practieable" door, tfaipogh wihich I made my eodt^ with the thrwiflBnd 
fjBoesaf the parterre ahoutiing my name, or, as fancy dictated, that of one of 
my operas. I retreated behind the scenes to encounter very nearly as mnch, 
and at ckeer quanbora, too, as lliat latdly sustained before the andieiice. 
After an emhoMeof two minatea' duation. bsm. liie managez;, I ran the 
gauntlet from the prima donna to the last triangle of the orohestEa, who eut 
away a. back bniton of my coat as a " sonFeoir." Dusiog all tiiis, I nmst 
QQBBfeiB, T«ry lijbtle aeting waa needed cm my pant Hbeg were so pei&ctly 
canbented wiiiL tibeic ael^^BoqptiQn, ihat if I had made an afEidavit befioiie 
the mayor — ^if there be such a fonctionaiy in such an insane town— they 
wndd.not hare beliemd me. Weaoed and eaEhaaflted.at length, by all I had 
gtae throngh^ Laat Hibwn upon a.bench, and, aSectiBg to be ovenxme by 
af ffxvliagm fwnealed my £m» in my han&erehief. lids was tiie flrst 
iBQBiaDii of xeliflf I espenenood sinoe my anLval; biiiiit was not to lastiongi 
fioE tim TBMiiipwr, puilbig down hia head-dose to my ear, whityered, 

**iyhnaiimr MflyBiiicaiv I-hare a auiyiae foBywi,.aiic]iL aayoai hamiiQit 
balte aBBiainie,.LviiitBBB tDbaqr." 
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"I defy yoa on this head," thonglxt L "If they make me out King 
Sdomon now, it will not amaze me/' 

"And when I tell yon my secret/* continaed he, " yon will acknowledge 
I cannot he of a very jealons disposition. Madame Baptiste has just told 
me she knew you formerly, and tiiat she — ^that is, yon— were, in fact— you 
nnderstand-^tiiere had hecnr— so to say — a little something between yon." 

I groaned in spirit as I thought, " Now am I lost without a cbmoe of 
escape— ^e devil take her reminiscences !" 

"I see,'' continued le bon man, "you cannot guess of whom I speak; 
hut when I tell you of Am^ Grandet, your memory will, perhaps, be 
better." 

"Am^ Grandet!" said I, with a stage start. I need not say that I 
had never heard the name before — " Am^e Grandet here V 

" Yes, that she is," said the manager, rubbing his hands ; " and my wife, 
too." 

" Married ! — Am^ Grandet married ! No, no, it is impossible— I can- 
•not beUeve it. But were it true — true, mark me — for worlds would I not 
meet her." 

"Comme il est drdle," said the manager, soliloquising aloud; "for my 
wife takes it much easier, seeing they never met each other since th^ were 
fifteen." 

" Ho, ho !" thought I, " the affair is not so bad either ; time makes great 
changes in that space. And does she still remember me?" said I, in avety 
Bomeo-in-the-garden voice. 

"Why, so far as remembering the little boy that used to play with her in 
the orchard at her mother's cottage near Firna, and with whom she used to 
go boating upon the Elbe, I believe the recollection is perfect. But come 
along, she insists upon seeing you, and is this very moment waiting supper 
in our room for you." 

" A thorough German she must be," thought I, " with her sympa^es 
and her supper, her reminiscences and her Bhine wine hunting in couples 
through her brain." 

Summoning courage firom the fact of our long absence from each other, I 
followed the manager through a wilderness of pavilions, forests, doods, 
and cataracts, and at length arrived at a little door, at which he knodied 
gently. 

" Come in," said a soft voice inside. We opened, and beheld a very 
beautiful young woman in Q^lese costume. She was to perform in the 
afterpiece, her low bodice and short scarlet petticoat displaying the most 
perfect symmetry of form -and roundness of proportion. She was dressmg 
her hair before a low glass as we came in, and scarcely turned at ouri^ 
proach; but in an instant, as if some sudden thought had struck her, ahe 
sprang fnUy round, and looking at me fixedly for above a minute— a very 
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itying one for me — she glanced at her husband, whose conntenance plainly 
indicated that she was right, and calling out, " C'est lui — c'est bien lui !" 
threw herself into my arms, and sobbed conyulsiyely. 

"If this were to be the only fruits of my impersonation," thought I, "it 
is not so bad ; but I am greatly a&aid these good people will find out a wife 
and seven babies for me before morning." 

Whe^iher the manager thought that enough had been done for stage 
effect, I know not ; but he gently disengaged the lovely JSm4\ie, and de- 
posited her upon' a sofa, to a place upon which she speedily motioned me by 
a look from a pair of very seducing blue eyes. 

" Eran9ois, mon cher, you must put off ' La Chaumike.' I can't play to- 
night." 

" Put it off ! But only think of the audience, ma mie — ^they will pull 
down the house." 

" C'est possible," said she, carelessly. " If that give them any pleasure, 
I suppose they must be indulged; but I, too, must have a little of my own 
way. I shall not play !" 

The tone this was said in — the look — the easy gesture of command — ^no 
less than the afflicted helplessness of the luckless husband — showed me that 
Am^lie, however docile as a sweetheart, had certainly her own way as wife. 

While le cher Francois then retired to make his proposition to the 
audience, of substituting something for the "Ghaumi^" — ^the "sudden 
illness of Madame Baptiste having prevented her appearance" — ^we began 
to renew our old acquaintance by a thousand inquiries into that long-past 
time when we were sweethearts and lovers. 

"You remember me then so wellP" said I. 

"As of yesterday. You are much taller, and your eyes darker; but still 

there is something You know, however, I have been expecting to see 

you these two days, and tell me frankly how do you find me looking ?" 

"More beautifrd, a thousand times more beautiful, than ever^all save in 
one thing, Am^ P" 

"And that is ?". 

" You are married." 

" How you jest. But let us look back. Do you ever think on any of 
our old compacts ?" Here she pulled a leaf from a rose bud in her bouquet, 
and kissed it. " I wager you have forgotten thai" 

How I should have replied to this masonic sign. Heaven knows ; but the 
manager fortunately entered, to assure us that the audience had kindly con- 
sented not to pull down the house, but to listen to a five-act tragedy in- 
stead, in which he had to perform the principal character. "So, then, 
don't wait supper, Am^; but take care of Monaiear Meyerbeer till my 
letnnL" 

Thus, once more were we kft to our souTenin, in which, whenever hard 
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pudbed mfatHS, I ngthtij cmied tiie -war inio iihe eaorf'B CHopi, by aBn- 
aJoMB to innidfsBtit, whidi I nod apt ohBerfe had neyqr oocnned. Afiera 
ihonaand stories of our eady loves, amg^intii an oocaflianal sigh over 
their fleetiiig chanot c g m ow iminlging a soft ntrospcet of ths onoe hi^py 
pM^ now morahsiig aa liie fatme— Amdie and I chatted «m^ the haaa 
till the coDcbsion of the tragedy. 

By this time, the boar was appniachi^g far mj departiue; so, after a 
very tender lea^e^aldng with my new insBd and m^ old love, I left ike 
tbnin^ and -walked aknrly along to the livac 

"So much for early associatioiis/' though I; ''and how mmk Better 
pleased are we erer to paint the past acooEdbg to our own faoej. Hod. to 
remember it as it really was. Hence all the insufferable cant about k|^ 
inhauaj, and 'the gLorions schoolboy days,' whidi hasre general)^ no more 
foundation in &ct than haye the ' CMteaox en Espagne' we build iq9 farthe 
futnre. I wager that the real Amant d'Enlanee, when he acdres, is not 
ludf so great a ftiend with the fur Amf^e as his unworthy shadow. Atlhe 
same time, I had just as soon that Lady Jane should hs^e no 'earhf lores' 
to look back upon, except such as I have performed a character in." 
' The plash of oars near me broke my reflections, and the nesct moment 
found me skimming the rapid Ehiiie, as I thought for the last time, ^'Wid 
will they say in Strasbourg to-monowP How will they account for the 
mysterious disappearance of Monsieur Meyerbeer P • Poor Am^e Giandet I" 
for so completely had the late incidents engrossed my attenticm, that I had 
for the inoment lost sight of the most singular erest of aU^-how I came 
to be mistaken for the illustrious composer. 



CHAPTER L. 

A SUBFBISB. 

Ix was late vpon the following day ere I awdce from the long deep sleep 
that closed my labours in Strasboozg. In the coofusian q£ m^ waking 
thoughts, I imagined myself still before a erowdad and enthusiastic andifinop 
—the ghoe of the foot-lighte— the crash of the occheetra— 4he ahoalB of 
"J7JuiBurr "rjuintrr were all before me, and so c«mpietefy peaBessed 
JDBt that» as the waiter entered with hot water, I oould not resist the im- 
pulse to puU off my mghtoi^ with ene hMid, and preas the other to n^ 
heart in tiie usual theatdcal style nf ftnlcmwWlgnM«i> fnr.^ imimt ■iUii^rtriiig 
reception. The startled look of the poor fellow as he neared the daor to 
oMa^ xoaaed me Aom ny hallucinatinuj andaiwakeeedmetoiliDeanic- 
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^mt tiut ibfi suspdsm ci lunaogr might be a still heamr ix^iotom tkm liie 
penwiiatkm of Monaifiiir Mssjwhefa. 

Wi&L iheiiglits of tius natue, I assmned jxrf steadut iJ^m w iii mi T ^ — 
ordeaed my bieakfafit in tke most ortihodox fBahios:— eat it like a man in fab 
aenses.; and when I threw myself back in the wieker eanvenieni^ they 
oaUed a caleehe, and hid adieu to iLehl, the whole ficaliermfcy of iflie fam 
wobM have given me a oertifieate of sanity befoxe axiy court in Europe. 

^^Now for Manioh/' said I^ as we rattied along down the steep street of 
the littb town. "Now for Munich, with all the speed that &st of post- 
masters and slowest of men, the Prince of Tonr and Taxis, will afford ns." 

The fatoie engrossed aU my thoughts ; and puzzling as my late 'advez^ 
tnies had been to account for, I never for a moment reverted to the past. 
"Is she to he mine ?*' was the ever-rising qoestion in my mand. Thetiiou- 
sand difficohaes that had crossed my path might long since have temdnated 
a puEBoit where tibere was so little of promise, did I not cherish the idea in 
my heart, that I was f atdi to succeed. Sheridan answered the ribald sneers 
of his first auditoiy, by saying, "Langh on; but I have it in me, and 

by it shall come out." So I whispered to myself: — '^ Qo on, Hany. 

Look has been hitherto against you, it is true ; but you have yet one throw 
of the dice, and something seems to say, a fortonate one in store; and, 
if 80—'' But I cannot tnurt myself with such anticipatians. I am weL 
awHDB how little the wodd sympathises with the man whose fortunes are the 
sgast of his temperament — that April-day frame of mind is ever the 
jest and scoff of those hardier and sterner natures, who, if never overjoyed 
by snooess, are never much depressed by faQnxe. That I have been cast in 
the foraner mould, these Gonfesaions have, alas ! plainly proved; but that I 
regiet it, I fear alao^, for my character for sound judgment, I must answer 
"No." 

^ Better fiEur to be 

In utter darkness lying, 
Than be blest with li^t, and see 
That light for ever flying," 

is, doubtless, very pretty poetry, but v«cy poor philo0O|^. "Far n^elf — 
and some glimpses of sunshine this fair world has afibrded mei, fleetbg and 
passing enougl^ in all ooooseieDce — and yet I am not so ungcoteM as to re- 
pine at my happiness, because it was not permanent, while I am tfaonkfcd 
for those bright hours of "Love's yonng dream," TKihieh, if nothiiig more, 
are at least delightful souvenirs. Th^ form the golden tinread in the 
tangled web of our existence, ever aj^eadng amid the dadosr smfiice 
around, and throwing a lair hale of briUiaaicy on what, withoat it, woe 
eddy bkaik^ and bflrren. No, no— - 

"The light that Ues 
In woman's eyes," 
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were it twice as ileetiiig — as it is ten times more brflfiant — than the forked 
lightning, irradiates the dark gloom within ns for many a long daj after it 
has ceased to shine npon ns. As in boyhood it is the humanising inflaence 
that tempers the fierce and nnmly passions of onr nature, so in manhood it 
forms the goal to idiich all onr better and higher aspirations tend, teUingns 
there is something more worthy than gold, and a more lofty pinnacle of amln- 
tion than the praise and envy of onr fellow-men ; and we may rest assured, 
that when this feeling dies within ns, all the ideal of life dies with ifc, 
and nothing remains save the dull reality of onr daily cares and occupations. 
"I hare liyed and have loved," saith Schiller; and if it wereaiot that there 
seems some tautology in the phrase, I should say, such is my own motto. "11 
Lady Jane but prore true — ^if I have really succeeded — if, in a word— -But 
why speculate upon such chances? — what pretensions have I? — what rea- 
sons to look for such a prize? Alas ! and alas ! were I to catechis6 mjself 
too closely, I fear that my horses* heads would face towards Calais, and that 
I should turn my back upon the only prospect of happiness I can picture to 
myself in this world." In reflections such as these, the hours rolled oyer, 
and it was already late at night when we reached the little yillage of 
Merchem. While fresh horses were being got ready, I seized the occasion 
to partake of the table tPkoie supper of the inn, at the door of which the 
diligence was drawn up. Around the long, and not over-scrupulously clean 
table, sat the usual assemblage of a Gferman ''Eilwagen" — smoking, dress- 
ing salad, knitting, and occasionally picking their teeth with their forks, 
until the soup should make its appearance. Taking my place amid tius 
motley assemblage of mustachioed shopkeepers and voluminously-petti- 
coated Fraus, I sat calculating how long human patience could endure soch 
companionship, when my attention was aroused by hearing a person near 
me narrate to his friend the circumstances of my d^bui at Strasbourg^ with 
certain marginal notes of his own, that not a little surprised me. 

*' And so it turned out not to be Meyerbeer after all," said the listener. 

" Of course not," replied the other. " Meyerbeer's passport was stolen 
from him in the diligence by this English escroe, and the consequence was, 
that our poor countryman was arrested, the other passport being found 
upon him ; while the Englishman, proceeding to Strasbourg, took his benefit 
at the opera, and walked away with above twelve thousand florins." 

" Sappermint !** said the other, tossing off his beer. " He must have been 
a dever fellow, though, to lead the orchestra in the Francs Masons." 

" That is the most astonishing part of all, for they say in Strasboui^ that 
hia performance upon the violin was far flner than Faganini's; but there 
seems some secret in it, after all: for Madame Baptiste swears that he u 
Meyerbeer; and, in fact, the matter is (u from being cleared up— nor em 
it be, till he is apprehended.'* 
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'* Which shall not be for some time to come/' said I to myself, as, slipping 
noiselessly from the room, I regained my "cal^he," and in ten minutes 
more was proceeding on my journey. " So much for correct information/' 
thought I. "One thing, however, is certain — ^to the chance interchange of 
passports I owe my safety, with the additional satisfaction that my little 
German acquaintance is reaping a pleasant retribution for all his worry and 
annoyance of me in the eotip^" 

Only he who has toiled over the weary miles of a long journey — exclu- 
sively occupied with one thought— one overpowering feeling— can adequately 
commiserate my impatient anxiety as the days rolled slowly over on the long 
tiresome road that leads firom the Bhine to the south of Germany. 

The morning was breaking on the fourth day of my journey as the tall 
spires of Munich rose to my view, amid the dull and arid desert of sand that 
city is placed in. " At last !" was my exclamation, as the postiKon tapped at 
the window with his whip, and then pointed towards the city — '' at last ! 
Oh ! what would be the ecstasy of my feeUngs now, could I exchange the 
torturing anxieties of suspense for the glorious certainty my heart throbs 
for ; now my journey is nearing its end to see me claim as my own what I 
only barely aspire to in the sanguine hope of a heart that mil not despair. 
But cheer up, Harry. It is a noble stake you play for; and it is ever the 
bold gambler that wins." Scarcely was this reflection made half aloud, when 
a sudden shock threw me from my seat. I fell towards the door, which, 
bursting open, launched me out upon the road, at the same moment that 
the broken axletree of the caliche had upset it on the opposite side, carry- 
ing one horse along with it, and leaving the other, with the postilion on his 
back, kicking and plunging with aU his might. After assisting the 
frightened feUow to dismount, and having cut the traces of the restive 
animal, I then perceived that in the mel^ I had not escaped scathless. I 
could barely stand ; ajid, on passing my hand along my instep, perceived I 
had sprained my ankle in the fall. The day was only breaking, no one was 
in sight, so that after a few minutes' consideration, the best thing to do 
appeared to get the other horse upon his legs, and despatching the postilion 
to Munich, then about three leagues distant, for a carriage, wait patiently 
on the road-side for his return. No sooner was the resolve made than car- 
ried into execution ; and in less than a quarter of an hour from the moment 
of the accident, I was seated upon the bank, watching the retiring figure of 
the postilion, as he disappeared down a hiU, on his way to Munich. When 
the momentary burst of impatience was over, I could not help congra- 
tulating myself that I was so far fortunate in reaching the end of my 
journey ere the mischance befel me. Had it occurred at Stutgard, I really 
think that it would have half driven me distracted. 

I was not long in my present situation, when a number of peasants^ with 

z 
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braML4iii]miied hais wad. nuH^-battoaedoaBtimiaaBed on tiieir irajto weak; 
ili^ all sainted me respeoilally ; InitaltiiaDglLtiiey'Bawthebrokcaiciniige, 
and sdg^ weU gneaa at the Bitos of mf aodden^ 
of pioffacing his aervioea) or even indnlgin^ emiQaity, bj way of iiM|anj. 
^Hirnr ihoroag^j Gennan,'' thoagktl; '^iheae people are the Tmb of 
fiarope, atnpified irith tobacco and ationg beer. They hsve no thought for 
anything but themadyes, and their own immediate ooeopatioBa.'* Pcfoehing 
at length one whoae better dreaa and more intelligeat look beapoks a nok 
above the oonnnon, I made the effort, with sndi ^^pkt Deotach" as I codd 
nmater, to aak if there were any hooae near, where I ooold remain tfll the 
postilion's return, and learned, greatly to my grstifieaition, that by taking 
the path which led throng^ a grove of pine-trees near 'm^ I s&onkL M a 
chltow, but who waa the proprietor he knew not; indeed, tiie peopte woe 
only newly come, and he beUered were foreigners — English, he ihonght. Qh, 
how my heart jnmped, aa I said, '' Can they be the Gallonbys? are they 
numy in family f are there ladies — yoong ladies^ among ihemP" He knew 
not. Havinghastily arranged with my new' friend to wntdi the caniage till 
my ntom, I took the path he ahowed me, and, nwarting witli paan at eyeiy 
atep, hniried along as beat I oovld towards the chlkteaa. I bad not walked 
many nnnntes, when a break in tiie wood gave me a view of the old man- 
aion, and at once dispelled the illnaion that was momentarily gaining npon 
me. ^'TheyooaldnotbetheCSallonbyB.^ The honse was old; andtiiongh 
it had onoe been a ibe and handsome slruclure , eshibited now abandant 
traoea of decay; the rich eomioes whidi supported ^be roof had 'fallen 
in many plaoea, and lay in fragmenta upon the teirace beneath; the portico 
of the door waa half tnmUmg; and the aichitravea of the windows were 
broken and dismantled; the tall and once richly ornamented tMnmep were 
bereft of all tiiehr traoery, and atood bdt upright^ in all their nakedness 
above the hi£^i^»tdied loof. A straggling ''jet d'ean" was vigoroosly 
fitting its way amid a mass of creeping shrubs and fancnriant lidiens that 
had grown aronnd and above a riidily carved fountain, and fell in a shower 
of sparkling dewupon the rank grass and tall weeds aroimd. The gentle 
nmrmnr waa the only sound that broke the stfllness of the manang, 

A few deities in lead and stone, mutilated and broken, stood like the 
Genii loci, guarding the desolation abent them, where aa old saperammated 
peacock, with dropping, ragged tail, was the only living thii^ to be seen. 
All bespoke the wredc of what once was great and noble, and ail plainly 
told Bie that snidi could not be the abode cl the Gallonbys. 

Half donbting that the houae were inhabited, and half acr^Iing, if so^ to 
diatarb its inmatea from their rest, I sat down npon the terraocsteps and 
fell into a fit of musing on tiie objects about. ^Diat strange propenai^of 
ay oonntrymai to aet^ down in remote and unlcequented spots tqraa tiie 
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ormfchHBBh luui nOTer siradL me so fiseilily^; £qc *l<s^wpgh mupjestionnbly 
there nere eyidesat tnoes of the foimer grsadeor of tibe pkoe, ^Fet ifc ma a 
IcBBg-post gteaeizDeaB; aiid in the dilapidated valla, weed-giowoL iralks, the 
duk and gban^ pine gronea^ there were moce hints for sadnesa than I 
^umld -wiUm^y smround. n^lf by^ in a residence. The haiah grating of a 
heary door behind roused me ; I turned and beheld an old man in a spedea 
of tamiaiied and -wonn-eaten liyerj, who^ holding the dooz^ again gaaed at 
me inth a mii^d expusaaiaiL of fear and cuioaity. Having bcL^y ex- 
plained ike drcBwifltances which, had beEalien me^ and appealed to the 
broken caL^e vspan the load to oozioborate my teskimnny, which I peiceLTed 
needed such aid, the old man imdted me to enter, aa^ri^g that his master 
and mistress had not yet lisen, but that he would himself give me some 
breakfast, of which by this time I stood mnch in want. The rocm into 
which I was oaheied corresponded well with, the exterior of the honse. It 
waa large, bleak, and iU-fiomished; the anaple, nmeniiained windows, the 
cold, white-paaelled walls^ the nnearpeted floor, all giving it an air of 
tminhabitabLe misery. A few dkBon of the Loais-Qoatoize taste, with Une 
ydvet linbigB, faded and worn, a etacked marUe table npon legs that once 
had been gilt, two scarcely detectable ptntraita of a mail-dad hero and a 
scarcely less formidable fair, witb a dove vEpaa her wrist, farmed the prin- 
cipal articles of fmaitiuie in tiiis dismal abode, whese so sad and depressing 
did ewything appear, that I half regretted the enzioaii^ that hadtenqited 
me from the balmy air and cheeiM mommg without, to tiie g^oom and 
solitude aramiid me. 

The old man soon reappeared with a not despieaible cop of ''eaf^f noir^ . 
and a piece of bread as large as a teaspoon, and used by the Germans 
pretiy mask in the same wi^. As the adage ei Hie ''gift horse" is of 
tolerably general acceptation, I ate and was thankful, mingKng my acknorw- 
ledgments from time to time with some qnestiDDS aboiot tiie owmacs of the 
mansion, concerning whom I conld not help feeHi^ euioiis. The ancimit 
servitor, however, knew little or notiung ci tiiose he served^ his master 
was the honommble baron; bnt of his name he was ignorant; his mistznss 
was yoxmg ; they had not been many months there ; they knew no ©no- 
bad no vkitars—he had heard they wei& Ihiglish, but did not know it him- 
self ; they were " gate Lento," " good people," and that was enough for 
him. How strange did a& this seem, that two people, young, too, sfaonld 
separate tfiemsdres from flJItlieatta»etiene and pleasusoB of tiie and 

settle down m tMs dai^ and drearf sdiitnde, wk»e every aaaeeiatian was of 
mdandioly, every object a text for sad lefieetieBS. IiostintkesetiMBghts, 
I sat down beside the window, and heeded not the dd man aa i» nflMnaiy 
left tiie room. Ify thoughts ran on over the atraafge phases in^iifiklife 
presents itself, and how MIe, after all, external idfaaenoea kM& i^ 

z2 
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that peace of mind whose OEigin is withixu " The LidiaB, whose wigwam, is 
beside the cataract, heeds not its thnnders, nor feels its sprays as thej £bU 
in ereriasting dews upon him; the Arab of the desert sees no hleatness in 
those neyer-ending phuns, upon whose horizon his eye has rested from 
childhood to age. Who knows but he who inhabits this lonely dwelling 
may have once shone in the gay world, mixing in its follies, tasting of its 

fssdnationP And to think that now ** The bw murmurs of the pine tops, 

the gentle rustle of the water through the rank grass, and my own thoughts 
combining, orercame me at length, and I slept — how long I know not; but 
when I awoke, certain changes about showed me that some length of time 
had elapsed; a gay wood fire was burning on the hearth; an ample break- 
fast covered the table ; and the broad sheet of the Times newspaper was 
negligently reposing in the deep hollow of an arm-chair. Before I had well 
thought how to apologise for 1^ cool imoueianee of my intrusion, the door 
opened, and a tall, well-built man entered; his shootii^-jacket and gaiters 
were evidence of his English origin, while a bushy moustachio and most 
ample " Henri Qoatre" nearly concealed features that still were not quite 
unknown to me; he stopped, looked steadily at me, placed a hand on. either 
shoulder, and calling out, " Harry — ^Harry Lonequer, by all that's glorious !*' 
rushed from the room in a transport of laughter. 

If my escape from the gallows depended upon my guessing my Mend, 

I should have submitted to the hist penalty of the law ; never was I so 

completely nonplussed. ** Confound him, what does he mean by running 

away in that fashion ! It would serve him right were I to decamp by one of 

.the windows before he comes back; but hark ! some one is approaching.'* 

^' I tell you I cannot be mistaken,'' said the man's voice from without. 

"Oh, impossible!" said a ladylike accent that seemed not heard by me 
for the first time. 

" Judge for yourself, though certain^ the hist time you saw him may con- 
fuse your memory a little." 

"What the devil does he mean by that P" said I, as the door opened, and 
a very beautiful young woman came forward, who, after a moment's hesita- 
tion, called out- 
True, indeed, it is Mr. Lonequer; but he seems to have forgotten 



me." 



The eyes, the lips, the tone of the voice, were all funiliar. " What ! can 
it be possible !" Her companion, who had now entered, stood behind her, 
holding his sides with ill-suppressed mirth, and at length called outr- 

"Hany, my boy, you scarcely were more discomposed the last morning 
we parted when the yellow plush " 

" By Jove it is !" said % bsI sprang forward, and seizing my fair friend 
in my armsy saluted upon both cheeks my quondam flame, Miss Kamworth, 
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HOW the wife of my old friend Jack Waller, of whom I have made due men- 
tion in an early chapter of these Confessions. 

Were I given a muster roll of my acquaintance to say which of them 
might inhabit this deserted mansion. Jack Waller wonld certainly have been 
the last I shonld have selected — the gay, lively, dashing, high-spirited Jack, 
fond of society, dress, equipage, living entirely in the world, known to and 
liked by everybody, of nniversal reputation. Did you want a cavalier to 
see your wife through a crush at the Opera^ a Mend in a duel, a rider for 
your kicking horse in a stiff steeple-chase, a bow oar for your boat at a row- 
ing match. Jack was your man. Such, then, was my surprise at finding 
him here, that although there were many things I longed to inquire about, 
my first question was — 

*' And how came you here ?" 

''Life has its vicissitudes,'* replied Jack, laughing; ''many stranger 
things have come to pass than my reformation. But first of all let us think 
of breakfast; you shall have ample satisfaction for all your curiosity after- 
wards." 

''Not now, I fear; I am hurrying on to Munich." 

"Oh, I perceive; but you are aware that your friends are not 

there." 

The CaUonbys not at Munich !" said I, with a start. 
No, they have been at Saltzburg, in the Tyrol, for some weeks; but 
don't fret yourself; they are expected to-morrow in time for the court mas- 
querade, S.0 that until then at least you are my guest." 

Overjoyed at this information, I turned my attention towards madame, 
whom I found much improved; the embonpoint of womanhood had still 
farther increased the channs of one who had always been handsome, and I 
could not help acknowledging that my friend Jack was warrantable in any 
scheme for securing such a prize. 






CHAPTER LI. 

JACK waller's STOBT. 



Thb day passed quickly over with. my newly-found friends, whose cnri- 
OBity to learn my adventures since we parted anticipated me in my wish to 
learn theirs, j&iter an early dinner, however, with a fresh log upon the 
hearth, a crusty flask of red hermitage before us. Jack and I found our- 
selves alone, and Id; liberty to speak freely together. 
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**! scarcely could Inre ei p cc le d sacii woM te 
If ^fitmi the way we last parted.* 

«Te8,b3rJoTe,HiBn7, IlMfiBve I MamBd brt flUI%iDyinimaat 
affair ; bnt 'Lore and War/ yon know; and, fceadEB, ne lud * dBfaat 
agreement draim vp betwisen ns. 

<«A]1 tme; and, after aD^yoii are, petiMpa, len toUme ikaanifoia 
miserable fortune that lies in mat to entrap and cnapponifc nc it ^i^^T 
turn m life. Tell me, iftaA do you kaDir of fihe GaDaabysi" 

"Nothing petaonalfy. Welnfosiet^iem at dfamer, siristtpBaaBdaab- 
aeqiiBntly between na, 'ct foffik tout;* they hflpvo boon aoaueiy hwithig; 
picture bantings and all thai aort of thing; ainoe tibeir amvd, and nnly 
much in MnnicL Bnt how do you stand there? '9o be or mt t» W 

-«hr 

''lliatis^yeiy qajBBfnmofa&ofiMRBlworidfiHiiaolve, aBdyetamin 
most complete ignonnce of all about it ; bat tiie timB appBDacfaca which 
must decide alL I hare nei&er vemper Bor patiBnoe lor fiiriLer fiaHtaanpfar 
tion of it. So here goes : Success to the Enteiprize." 

"Or," said Jack, tossing off bis glass at i^ nMvieni^ ^or, as tib^ would 
say in Ireland, 'Tonr health and indinaiions, if thqr be TirtaDu.'" 

"And now. Jack, tell me something of your own fortunes since the di^ 
you jjaased me in the post-chaise and four.** 

* Hie stoiy is soon told. You remember that wkn I CKiied off Msiy, I 
had no intention of leaving Thrgland whatever: my oi^ect was, t&etiatkiag 
her my wife, to open negotiations witb 1^ old oolanel; and after iStm m^ 
proved routine of penitentiaL letters, im^oriBg fa rg lf q i eaa, jnd aeMing 
forth happiness only wanting bis sanctaon to make it beaicnibn^ to bae 
thrown onrselves at bis leet 'selon les z^es,' aefaliod, bkhboBed* bkwonr 
noses, and dressed for dinner, Tety colnfortablB iomatBB cf liuft 'p a rtfc ai aii^ 
snug residence, ' Hydrabad Cottage.' Now Maiy, wId behspad nath gmit 
courage for a couple of days after that, got low-spirited and depressed; the 
desertion of her father, as she called it, weighed upon her mind, and all my 
endeayours to .rally and comfort her were fruitless and unavailing. Each 
day, however, I expected to hear something of, or from, the colonel that 
would put an end to this feeling of anspenae; but no— three weeks rolled 
on, and although I took care that he knew of our address, we never re- 
ceived any communication. Tou aae airare that when I manied I knew 
Maiy had, or was to have had, a large fortune, and that I myself had not 
more than enough iniimworld to pay the oommoa qpem ie a ii ourw dtf n g 
tonr. My calculation waa this — the reconeSiatm wifl ponibfy» w^iat with 
ddaya of post, ^stance, and didiberatigB, take a moHthr-^tty five weels- 
now, at forty ponnda per wee^ that mafcea exaofly two kandiod poiois-* 
looh being ^ precise limit of my eznhecpnr, wbni, IdaaMdwiikawiba 
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man. Bud a aodd, three impenais, a cap-case, and a poodle, I amred at the 
Soyal Hotel, in Edmburgh. Blad I been L(sd Tnmcis S(mi<^x)dy, "wifch his 
iHEadied t^0ii88Bd a year, loeidng for a mew * distiaction' at any piioe, or, 
stOl more, were I a London shopkeeper i^[Msndiiig a Bunday in Bodogne- 
ear-tter, sad trying to &id out something 'ezpensiye, as he had only one 
day to stay,' I oonld not have more indoskion^y sought out opportunities 
for sctravagflsiee, and each day 6(nitriyed to &Ld out some two or three ac- 
qnaintaiices to bring home to dinner. And as I affected to hare been mar- 
xxed for a long time, Maiy felt less awkward amoi^ strangers, and we got 
<m fiuBondy ; stiE the silence of the colonel weighed npon her mind, and 
fllUiMyagh she portoc^ of none of my amdeties from ijkak source, being per- 
fectly ignorant df the state of my finances, she dwelt so constantly npon 
1^ subject, that I at length yielded to her repeated s(£citations, and per- 
mitted her to write to be^ Isriihier. TSjx letter was a most proper one, com- 
bsmng a dotifbl r^ret for lesring ber home, with iskt hope ifiat ber choice 
bad been sucb as to excnse ber rashness, or, at least, paDiate her faolL It 
went to say, that her father's acknowledgment of her was all she needed or 
mndfor to comjdete her happiness, and asking fer his permisson to seek 
it in person. Tlds was the substance of the letter, winch, upon iiie whole, 
satisfied me, and I waited anxioidiy foo: the reply. At the end of &ye days 
the answer arriyed. It was thus : — 

**Deab Mast,— You have chosen yonr own path in life, and having done 
so, I haye neither the right nor inclination to interfere with your decision ; 
I shall neither receiye you, nor the person you haye made yottr husband ; 
and to preyent any feriher £sappointment, inform you, that, as I leaye this 
to-monow, any futnre letters you m%ht think proper to address, will not 
reach. 

' "* Yours yeiy farthfully, 

"'C. Kamwokth. 
«*«Hyarttbad Cottage' 

^TThis was a tremendoos coup, and not in the least anticipated by either 
of us; upon me the effect was stunning, knowing, as I did, that our fast- 
diminiabiTtg finances were nearly expended. Maiy, on the other hand, who 
neithes knew nor l^onght of the«xchequer, rallied at once &om berdepies- 
sion, and after a hearty fit of crying, dried her eyes, and putting her aim 
round my neck, said-^ 

•'Well, Jack, I must only loye you the more, srince Piqm will not share 
any of my affection.' < 

***I wish he would his pn»e though,* milttered I, as I pessealier in my 
anas, and stroye to seem perfectly hi^py. 
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*'I shall not prolong mj story by dwelling upon the agitation this letter 
cost me ; howerer, I had yet a hundred pounds left, and an annt in Ha]%- 
street^ irith whom I had ahrays been a &Toaiite. This thought, tiie only 
rallying one I possessed, saved me for the time ; and as fretting was never 
my f orte« I nerer let Mary peroeiTe that anything had gone wrong, and 
managed so well in this respect, that my good spirits raised hers, and we 
set out for London one fine sunshiny mornings as happy a looking conpleas 
erer trayeUed the north road. 

" When we arriyed at the 'Churendon,' my first care was to get into acab, 
and driye to Harley-street. I rang the bell; and not waiting to ask if my 
aont was at home, I dashed np-stairs to the drawing-^oom; in I bdieiand 
instead of the precise old Lady Lilford, sitting at her embroidery, wi&her 
fat poodle beside her, beheld a strapping-looking f dlow, with a black mofua- 
tachio, making fierce loye to a young lady on a sofa bende him. 

"'Why, how is this— I really— there must be some mistake here.' 
Li my hrart I knew that such doings in my good aunf s dwelling were im- 
possible. 

" <I should suspect there is, sir,' drawled out he of the moustadiio, as he 
took a yery cool suryey of me through his glass. 

" ' Li Lady Lilford it home, may I ask P' said I, in a yery apologetic tone 
of yoice. 

" 'I haven't the honour of her ladyship's acquaintance,' repHed he, in a 
lisp, evidently enjoying my perplexity, which was every moment beoomBig 
more evident. 

'But this is her house,' said I, 'at least * 

' La^ Lilford is at Paris, sir,' said the young lady, who now spoke for 
the first time. 'Papa has taken the house for the season, and that may 
perhaps account for your mistake.' 

"What I muttered by way of apology for my intrusion, I know not ; bat 
I stammered^^e young lady blushed— the beau chudded, and turned to 
the window, and when I found myself in the street, I scarcetf knew whether 
to laugh at my blunder, or curse my disappointment. 

" The next morning I called upon my aunt's lawyer, and having obtained 
her address in Paris, sauntered to the 'Junior Gub,' to write ber a letter 
before post hour. As I scanned over the morning papers, I could not help 
smiling at the fiaming paragraph which announced my marriage to ^e only 
daughter and heiress of the miUionnaire Ck)lonel KamwortL Not well 
knowing how to open the correspondence with my worthy relative, I folded 
the paper containing the news, and addressed it to 'Lady Lilford, H6td de 
Bristol, Paris.' 

"When I arrived at the ' Clarendon,' I found my wife and her maid sur- 
rounded by cases and bandboxes; laces, satins, and velvets were displayed 
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on. all sides^ while an emissary from * Storr and Mortimer' was arranging a 
grand review of jewellery on a side-table, one half of which wonld have 
ruined the Bajah of Mysore to purchase. My advice was immediately called 
into requisition; and pressed into service, I had nothing left for it but to 
canvass, criticise, and praise, between times, which I did with a good grace, 
considering that I anticipated the 'Meet' for every flounce of Valenciennes 
lace ; and could not help associating a rich diamond aigrette with hard labour 
for life and the climate of New South Wales. The utter abstraction I was 
in led to some awkward contretemps, and as my wife's enthusiasm for her 
purchases increased, so did my reverie gain ground. 

"'Is it not beautiful. Jack? how delicately worked ! it must have taken 
a long time to 'do it.' 

" ' Seven years,' I muttered, as my thoughts ran upon a very different 
topic. 

" * Oh, no, not so much,' said she, laughing ; ' and it must be such a hard 
thing to do.' 

" 'Not half so hard as carding wool, or pounding oyster shells.' 

" ' How absurd you are ! Well, rU take this, it will look so well in ' 

" ' Botany Bay,' said I, with a sigh that set all the party laughing, which 
at last roused me, and enabled me to join in the joke. 

" As at length one half of the room became filled with millinery, and the 
other glittered with jewels and bijouterie, my wife grew weary with her ex- 
ertions, and we found ourselves alone. 

'* When I told her that my aunt had taken up her residence in Paris, it 
immediately occurred to her how pleasant it would be to go there too ; an^ 
although I concurred in the x)pinion for very different reasons, it was at 
length decided that we should do so ; and the only difficulty now existed as 
to the means, for though the daily papers teemed with ' four ways to go from 
London to Paris,' they aU resolved themselves into one, and that one, un- 
fortunately to me, the most difficult and impracticable — by money. 

"There was, however, one last resource open-^e sale of my commission. 
I will not dwell upon what it cost me to resolve upon this— the deter- 
mination was a paix^ one, but it was soon come to, and before five o'clock 
that day, C!ox and Greenwood had got their instructions to sell out for me, 
and had advanced a thousand pounds of the purchase. Our bill settled, the 
waiters bowing to the ground (it is your ruined man that is always the. most 
liberal), the post-horses harnessed, and impatient for the road, I took my place 
beside my wife, while my valet held a parasol over the soubrette in the 
rumble--all in the approved fashion of those who have an unlimited credit 
with Ck)utts or Drummond— -the whips cracked, the leaders capered, and 
with a patronising bow to the proprietor of the * Clarendon,' away we rattled 
to Dover, 
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''Afiariheiviialioaiiiieof aaMoilmeny frt^^ae, and paiflODon oocte 
tM leadied FaiB on tliB Mk da J, and pot lip at iJiB ' Sdtd dB Loni^ 
PJaoeYcndtae. 

'^To han oa adoqaate idea of the state of 117 fedmgsas I<aod& 
ii|ikaidH apHflaienti of this priaBBljliotd, sauoaudodlijeiay faiKiiiT^tlHt 
woiiili oan pnemB or taate sngges^ jon mnst ™?*g™* the ooadiliua of a 
man, who is wgdodiriflia wiinpl»nfwis hupsptA oa tha etc of his mBBBaJHaL Tbt 
inenfadde terwirwfciwi to ail my present spjendofiir was aewr far a momait 
abscHt fiEOBi B^ ilioiig^ and ihs seraney WI& whidi I was da^^ 
oeal my feelings foimed one of the gzesttest somoes of mj naaerf, 'The 
'*am^,*' when it does oome^ will be sad enon^ and poor Maij mej as 
well hare the comfort of the deception as long as it lasts without soiaing 
asldo.' SimhwwtheiBasoBtBBgbyidbidilnMtefeiyresaiveiehRak 
her the real state of our finances, and such the frame of mind in wbaA. I 
spent mj dg^ at l^ois, the only voilly nnhi^py ones I ean. erse thsr^ 
my memory with. 

''We had senraely gotaetttod in the hotel, wbea nqr vaA, who inhabited 
the opposite side of the 'flaoe,' eame over to see ns and wiidi ns joy. She 
had seen the psragiaph ia the Poii, and like al other peo^ wv& i^ikakj of 
money, folly approTed a match like ndne. 

''81w was ddigfated with Mary, and despite tiie natoxal leacnre of &e«id 
Baadflft lady, became vdbuStj OOTdia], and in:nted ns to dine with her that 
day, and eyeiysncceeding one we might feel disposed to do so. 'SofarsoweB/ 
thoB^t I, as I oioied her raj aim to see her hcHsie; 'but if sheknew of 
what Tsloe even this smaH attention is to ns, am I qoite so son she woi^ 
it? However, no time is to be lost; IcannotlfveintliissidBQf hooi^iigita- 
tion; I mnst make some one 1^ confidant of my sonowB, and noae so fit as she 
who oan relieve as well as advise upon them.' Althoagh sonh was mj de 
termination, yet somehow I oonld not pkek np courage for the effsit. My 
annt's congratcdations upon vsj goodhidL made me Eduemk from the avowal; 
and while she ran on uponi^e beauty and grace of my wife, topics Ifi% 
ooBOuned in, I also chimed in witii her satisfBOtion at the pmdentiaL and 
pfopermotiyes which led to Ihe match. Twenty times I was oatheeseaf 
interrupting her, and saying, 'But, madam, I am a beggar, my wife has niAa 
shining— I have absolutely nothings— her ^her disowns us— my oonraosaioB 
is sdd, and in thiee weebs the ** H6td de Londies'' and i^ ''Bdais Bflf^ 
win be some hundred pounds the ridnr, and I without Ihe fim of a oafeio 
drive me down to the Seine to drown myself.' 

^Budi were my thon^xts ; but whenever I endeafOttied to speaktiasai, 
B(nne eonfennded fulness in my tibroai nearly ciioked me; wff Unni^wn 
throbbed, my hands trembled, and whether it was riuBne, or tiba ssBfaBS « 
despair, I cannot say, but the words would not come, and all that leadi 
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get out ^mi wme ibitey of my "wife's IsBniy^ ok BOBBe m^id cnl^ VBfoa 
Biy owH oitevcniBU in fiecozmg sook a piiEe. To gire you ia. one Isief 
sentence aa idea of my state, Bmdp^ kmam, tiieD, tliat though lofisg Mazy 
wi&aiBLviyhflKtaiid8Dii],a8l£Qlt she deserved to be loved, £% times a 
day 1 would have giyen my hie itself liiat you liad been the snooesafal man 
on the THflniiiig that I<saaied her aS, aad that Jack WaUer mis ome more 
a bachelor^ to see tim onfy vDmaa he ^er knred the wife of another, 

^S«t tibifl is gnming tedioue, Haoy; I most get over the groimd faster. 

Two wDixtlis passed over atPaiis, daring which we coBtouied to li^e at the 

'Iumdies,' giyiDg dinneis^ soirfes^ ^Q^aaestB, with the pzettiest eqaquige in 

tlie ' Champs Elys^ ;' we were quite the mode, for my wife, which is rare 

esasm^ &r an EngHahwomao, knew how to dress henelf. Our evemng 

pBrtiea was the most difltingnished things gomg^ and if I weie e^^paUe of 

partaking of any pleasure in the ^dat, I had my aharc^ having won all the 

po^BOii matches in the Bois de BonJogwc^ and beat Loid Qimrv Sepoxmr 

himaelf in a steeple^shase. The oontimial roond of ocmq^otiaiL in which 

pleafloie mvolves a man is oertainLy its greatest attnR9tia&— nefleotion is im- 

poBsOde— 4iie present is too fall to admit any of the past, and 70iy little of 

the fioriwEe; and even I, with all my teoon awaitiiig me» began to feela 

half indiffeiBDce to the result in the manifold caDee of my then exiateDoe. 

To ilife state of fatalism, for sQoh it was becoming, had I axiiYed, when the 

vision was dispelled in a moment by a yisit from my aunt, who came to si^, 

that some business requiring her immediate presence in LandaD, she was to 

set out that evening, bat hoped to find ns inl^aris on her letam, I was 

thunderstruck at the news, for, although as yet I had obtained no manner 

of aeaistaaice tram the old lady, yet I felt that her very presence was a 

kind of secnity to us^ and tihat in eveiy suddoa emergency i^e was there to ' 

apply to. My money was neady expended, the second and last instalment 

of my onmniasion was all that remained, nd mndiof even that I owed to 

tradespeople. I now resolved to speak out. * The worst nrast be kaowq,' 

thoQght I, 'in a few days, and now or never be it/ So saying, I drew my 

aonfs arm within my own, and telling her thati wished a few minutes' eon- 

veisation akne, led her to one of the less fcequei^ed walks in the Tnikiies 

gardens. When we had got suffieieBtly feu: to beiemoved &om all listeners, 

I began thus: 'My dearest aunt, what I have safbeed in concealing from 

you so long the subject of my pnoent oonfeaaiott, will plead as my excuse in 

, not making you sooner my confidante.' When I had got thias for, the 

agitation, of my annt was sooh that I could not venture to say more for 

a mmute or two. At length she saic^ in akind of harried whisper, ' Go on;* 

and aMiough then I woold have given aU I possessed ia the wodd to have 

a oaiiina^j I could not spotk a word. 

"'Dear John, what is it P— anything aboutMaryP For Keama's 
speak.* 
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*' * YeSy dearest amit, it is about Mary, and entizel j about Maty.* 

*"Ah, dear m^ I feared it bug since; bat then, John, consider she is 
very handsome— yeiy much admired— «nd—-' 

" ' That makes it all the heayier, my dear aont ; the prouder her present 
position, the more serereiy will she feel the rererse.* 

" ' Oh, but surely, John, your fears must exaggerate the danger/ 

" * Nothing of the kind— I have not words to tell you.' 

'"Oh dear, oh dear, don*t say so,' said the old hdj, blushing; 'for 
though I have often remarked a kind of gay flirting manner she has 
with men, I am sure she means nothing by it — she is so yomig — and 
80 ' 

"1 stopped, stepped forward, and looking straight in my aonVs face, 
broke out into a fit of laughter, that she, mistaking for hysterical &om its 
yiolence, nearly fainted upon the spot. 

" As soon as I oonld sufficiently recoTcr gravity to explain to my annt 
her mistake, I endeavoured to do so ; but so ludicrous was the eontreiempg, 
and so ashamed the old lady for her gratuitous suspicions, that she would 
not listen to a word, and begged me to retom to her hoteL Such an un- 
expected turn to my communication routed all my plans ; and after a veiy 
awkward silence of some minutes on both sides, I mumbled something 
about our expensive habits of life, costly equipage, number of horses, &c., 
and hinted at the propriety of retrenchment. 

" ' Mary rides beautifally,' said my aunt, drily. 

'' ' Yes ; but, my dear aunt, it was not exactly of that I was going to 
speak, for in fiact * 

" ' Oh, John,' said she, intermpting, ' I know your delicacy too well to 
suspect ; but, in &ct, I have myself perceived what you aUude to, and 
wished very much to have some conversation with you on the subject' 

" ' Thank God !' said I to myself, 'at length we understand each other, 
and the ice is broken at last.' 

" 'Indeed, I think I have anticipated your wish in the matter; but as 
time presses, and I must look alter all my packing, I shall say good-by for 
a few weeks ; and in the evening, Jepson, who stays here, will bring you 
loM I mean over to your hotel. Once more, then, good-by !' 

"'Good-by, my dearest, kindest friend!' said I, taking a most tender 
adieu of the old kdy. 'What an excellent creature she is!' said I, half 
aloud, as I turned towards home; 'how considerate, how truly kind, to, 
spare me, too, all the pain of explanation. Now I begin to breathe onoe 
more. If there be a flask of Johannisberg in the "Londres," I'll drink 
your health this day, and so shall Mary.' So saying, I entered the hotel 
with a lighter heart and a firmer step than ever it had been my fortune to 
do hitherto. 
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" ' We shall miss the old lady, I'm sure, Maiy, she is so kind.' 
' Oh ! indeed she is ; but then, John, she is 9ueh a prade.* 
Now I conld not help recuiring in my mind to some of the oonyersatioo 
In the Tuileries g^dens, and did not feel exactly at ease. 
' Such a prude, aAd so yery old-fashioned in her notions.' 
'Yes, Mary,' said I, with more gravity than she was prepared for, ' she 
is a prude ; but I am not certain that in foreign society, where less liberties 
are tolerated than in our countiy, if such a bearing be not wiser.' What I 
was going to plunge into, Heayen knows, for the waiter entered at the 
moment, and presenting me with a large and carefolly-sealed package, said, 
'De la part de Miladi Lilfore.' 'But stay, here comes, if I am not 
mistaken, a better eulogy upon my dear aunt than any I can pronounce.' 

" ' How heavy it is,' said I to myself, balancing the parcel in my hand. 
' There is no answer,' said I, aloud to the waiter, who stood as if ex- 
pecting one. 

'' ' The servant wishes to have some acknowledgment in writing, sir, that 
it has been delivered into your own hands.' 
' Send him here, then,' said I. 

Jepson entered. ' Well, George, your parcel is all light, and here is a 
Napoleon to drink my health.' 

" Scarcely had the servants left the room, when Maiy, whose curiosity 
was folly roused, rushed over, and tried to get the packet &om me. After 
a short struggle, I yielded, and she flew to the end of the room, and tearing 
open the seals, several papers fell to the ground. Before I could have time 
to snatcb them up, she had read some Hnes written on the envelope, and^ 
turning towards me, threw her arms around my neck, and said, ' Yes, Jack, 
she is indeed all you have said. Look here !' I turned and read, with 
what feeling I leave to you to guess, the following : — 

" 'Deab Nephew and Niece,— The enclosed will convey to you, with 
my warmest wishes for your happiness, a ticket on the Eraddbrt Lottery, 
of which I enclose the scheme. I also take the opportunity of saying that 
I have purchased tiie Hungarian pony for Mary, which we spoke of this 
morning. It is at Johnston's stable, and will be delivered on sending 
for it." 

" ' Think of that. Jack-— the Borghese pony, with the silky tail, mine ! 
Oh, what a dear, good old soul! it was the very thing of all others I 
longed for, for they told me the princess had refused every offer for it.' 

" While Mary ran on in this strain, I sat mute and stupifled ; the sudden 
reverse my hopes had sustained deprived me for a moment of all thought, 
and it was several minutes before I could rightiy take in the full extent of 
my misfortunes. 
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<< How tbai aaqr fddsuud— lor such, alas.! I caUad ha to mysetf now— 
could have so Unndearai aU. ngr mwrning— liov she eoiiM so pa^^y have 
niatakeit— I oonld nok conodcre. What a remedj for a man orenHbdmed 
with debt — a ticket in. a Qenoat lotterf , and a eream'OQiDiiicd poay; as if 
my whole life had not been, one continnfid lottay, with ereiy daj a Idadk; 
aad aa to honea, I had elevea in mj staUea abeady. Perhi^ dlie thought 
tw8l:?ew(ndd read better in my sdiednk, when I, niex^ snnsBdeied as 

inaoirent. 

^Unaibk to bear the delight, the childiflh deli^ of Mary, on ha new 
aoqnisition, I radied oat of the honae, and wandered ftH" aeyend hoios on 
the BonWaids. At laet I summoned up courage to teil my wMb. I onee 
more tnmecL towards home, and entered her dresaing^oom, yirhen ahe was 
having her hair dressed for a ball at the Ikabaasy. My reaolntaon Med 
me : ' Not now ;' thonght I, ' to-meirow will do as well— one night moie 
of happiness for her, and then——' I looked on with pleasure and pride, 
as ornament after onoament, brilliant wit^ diamonds and emeralds, dwne in 
her hair and upon her arms, still heightening her beaniy, and lightiag up wz& 
a i\tiT7}\r\Q brilliancy her lovely figure. ' But then it must ceme, and when- 
ever the boor amves, the r9?erae will be fiilly as bitter ; besides, I am able 
now, and when I may again be so, who can tellP Now the& be it,' said l 
aa I told the waitmg-maid to retire ; and taking a chair beside mj ynk, put 
m J arm ronnd her. 

** 'There, John, deaiest, take eare; don't you see you'll czoi^ i^that 
great aflbir of Malines kce, that Eoaetta has been breaking her heart to 
manage this half hour.* 
• «*Efrpuis?'flaidL 

*' ' St puiB) I oooid not go to the ball, naughfy boy. I am beat on 
great conquest to-night; to ipay don't mar musk good intentLQn&' 

" 'And would be gtea% disi^pointed were you not to goP 

" ' Of oonne I ahouhL But what do you mean ; is there any seaaonwhy 
I ahould. not? You axe sJlentK John; speak— ob speak— bas anytiung 
oeonrred to my—-' 

'^ ' No, no, dea]»rfr--ii0thing that I know baa oocioxed to the coloD^ 
i "'Well, then, who is it? Oh, tell me at once.' 

" ' Oh, my dear, there is no one in the case but ourselves.' So saying, 
deqpite the ii^imctiim about the laee, I drew her towards me, and m as few 
worda^ but as cbai^ aa I was abie, explained i^ our cireHmstanoes-Hny 
endeavour to better thran-Hi^ hope*— my fears — and now my bitter diaap- 
poiatmen^ if not deapair. 

c^fhe first shoek over, Mary showed not (mlj mem courage but non 
soond sense than I eoald havie believed. All the Mvolity of her fooMr 
character vanished at the first touch of adversity; just as of dd, "Emj, i^ 
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left ike tinsel of our gaj jackets bebmd, vlien aethe aertioe called upoa ns 
for something more sterlbg. She advised, connaelled, and encotmged me 
hj tuxna ; and in half an hour the most paignaiat legret I had was in not 
hanring sooner made her mj confidante^ and checked the progress of oar 
finonaons expenditare somewhat eadier. 

'^I shall not now detain you nmch longer. In three weeks we had sold 
oar carriages and horses, our pictures (we had began, this among oar extxa- 
vagances), soon after our china followed, and nndear the plea of ill-health set 
out for Baden, not one among our Faiis*acqnaintancea ever sospeeting the 
real reason of our departore, and never attriboting any peonniary difficulties 
to US— lor we paid onr debts. 

^ The same day we kft Paris I despatched a letter to my aont, explain- 
ing folly all about ns, and suggesting that, as I had now left the army for 
ever, perhaps she woidd interest some of her fidends — and she had powerful 
cmes— to do something for me. 

''After some little loitering on the Ehine, we fixed upon Hesse Cassd 
for our residence. It was yery quiet — very cheap. The oountry aionnd 
picturesque, and last, but not least, there was not 'an EnglishmftTi in the 
neighbourhood. The second week after our arriyal brought us letters from 
my aunt. She had settled four hundred a year upon us for the present, and 
sent the first year in advance ; and, pledging herself not to forget when an 
opportunity of serving me should offer, promised us a visit as soon as we 
were ready to receive her. 

" Erom that moment to this,'' said Jack, '^ all has gone well with us. We 
have, it is true, not many luxuries, but we have no wants, and, better still, 
no del!i<». The dear old aunt is always making us some little present or 
othfflr, and somehow I have a kind of feeling that better loc^ is stUl in 
store ; but faith, Hany, as long as I ha^e a happy home, and a warm fire- 
side for a finend when he drops in upon va, I scucely can say that better 
luck need be wished for." 

^ There is only one point. Jack, you. have not esEghtened me ijpon; how 
came you here f You. are some hundred miles from Hesse in your present 
chftteao.** 

'' Oh ! by Jove, that was a great omission in n^ naaative ; bat come, 
this win explain it ; see here." So saying, he drew from a little drawer a 
ki^ lithographic print of a magnificent castellated building, with towers 
and bastions, keep, moat, and even Arawbri^e, the walls bristling with 
cannon, and an eagled bamier fioating proudly above them. 

''What, in the name of the ^hynxes^ is this ?" 

''There," said Jack, " is the Schloss von Eberhaosen ; or, if yoa Hka it 
in English, llberhaoses Gristle, as it was in the year of the Dehige, since the 
present mKanm that we are now sipping oar wme in bears no dose lescBBft* 



352 HABBT LOBBEQUEB. 

Uanoe to it. Biitlomakeihemysterf dear, this was the gxeat prize in f^ 
Frankfort lottery, the ticket of which my axmt's first note contained, and 
which we were fortunate enough to win. We haye only been here afev 
weeks, and thopgh the aiEnir looks somewhat meagre, we have hopes that m a 
littb time, and with some pains, much may be done to make it habitable. 
There is a capital * chasse* of some hundred acres ; plenty of wood and in- 
numerable rights, sdgnorial, manorial, &c., which, fortunately for my oeigli- 
hours, I neither understand nor care for ; and we are therefore the best 
friendi in the worid. Among others, I am styled the Graf or Count " 

" Well, then. Monsieur le Ck)mte," said his wife, coming in, " do yoa in- 
tend fiftTOuring me with your company at coffee this erening P for already it 
is ten o'clock ; and considering my former claim upon. Mr. Lorreqoer, yoa 
haTC let me enjoy very little of his sodety." 

We now adjourned to the drawing-room, where we gossiped away till 
past midnight ; and I retired to my room, meditating oyer Jack's adven- 
tures, and praying in my heart, that, despite all his mischances, my own 
might end as happily. 



CHAPTER Ln. 
MumcH. 

The test and quietness of the preceding day had so far recoTered me from 
the effects of my accident, that I resolved, as soon as breakfast was over, 
to take leave of my kind friends, and set out for Munich. 

"We shall meet to-night, Hany," said Waller, as we parted — ''we shall 
meet at the Casino— «nd don't forget that the Croix Blanche is your hotel; 
and SchniQitz, the tailor, in the Grande Place, vnll provide you with eveiytbisg 
•you need in the way of dress." 

. This latter piece of information was satisfactory, inasmuch as the greater 
part of my luggage, containing my uniform, &c., had been left in the French 
diligence ; and as the ball was patronised by the Court, I was greatly puzzled 
how to make my appearance. 

Bad roads and worse horses made me fed the few leagues before me the 
most tiresome part of my journey. But, of course, in this feeling impatience 
had its share. A few hours more, and my fate would be decided; and yet 
I thought the time would never come. " If the Callonbys should not aniTe 
— ^, again, my evil star be in the ascendant, and any new impediment to 
our meeting arise-— but I cannot^ will not think this — [Fortune must soxelj 
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be tired of persecuting me by this time, and, even to sustain her old charac- 
ter for fickleness, must befriend me now. Ah ! here we are in. Munich — 
and this is the Croix Blanche — what a dingy old mansion !" Beneath a 
massive porch, supported by heavy stone pillars, stood the stout figure of 
Andreas Behr, the host. A white napkin, fastened in one button-hole, and 
hanging gracefully down beside him — a soup-ladle held sceptre-wise in his 
right hand, and the grinding motion of his nether jaw, all showed that he 
had risen from his table d'hdte to welcoiAe the new atrival ; and certainly, if 
noise and uproar might explain the phenomenon, the clatter of my equipage 
over the pavement might have roused the dead. 

While my postiHon was endeavouring, by mighty efforts, with a heavy 
stone, to turn the handle of the door, and thus liberate me from my cage, I 
perceived that the host came forward and said something to him— on reply- 
ing to which, he ceased his endeavours to open the door, and looked vacancy 
about him. Upon this I threw down the sash, and called out — 

" I say, is not this the Croix Blanche P" 

" Ja,'' said the man-mountain with the napkin. 

" Well, then, open the door, pray — I'm going to stop here.'* 

"Kein.** 

" No ! What do you mean by that P Has not Lord Callonby engaged 
rooms here P'* 

"Ja." 

" Well, then, I am a particular friend of his, and will stay here too." 

"Nein." 

** What the devil are you at, with your Ja and Nein ?" said L Has your 
confounded tongue nothing better than a monosyllable to reply with P" 

Whether disliking the tone the controversy was assuming, or remembering 
that his dinner waited, I know not, but at these words my fat friend turned 
leisurely round, and waddled back into the house ; where, in a moment affcer, 
I had the pleasure of beholding him at the head of a long table, distributing 
viands with a very different degree of activity from what he displayed in 
dialogue. 

With one vigorous jerk I dashed open the door, upsetting, at the same 
time, the poor postilion, who had recommenced his operations on the lock, 
and, foaming with passion, strode into the " salle k manger/' Nothing is 
such an immediate damper to any sudden explosion of temper, as the placid 
and unconcerned faces of a number of people, who, ignorant of yourself and 
your peculiar miseries at the moment, seem only to regard you as a madman. 
This I felt strongly, as, flushed in face and tingling in my fingers, I entered 
the room. 

" Take my luggage," said I to a gaping waiter, '' and place a chair there, 
do you hear?" 

2a 
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There seemed, I suppoae, somethmg in my looks that did noi adnit of 
much parley, for the man made room for me at ohce at the table, and kft 
the room, as if to discharge the other part of my injimctioii, mthout sajing 
awoni As I ananged my napkin before me, I was ooliecting my energy 
and my German, as well as I vas able, for the attack of the host, which, I 
anticipated from his recent conduct, must now ensue; bat, greatly to mj 
surprise, he sent me my soup without a word, and the dinner went on viiJi- 
out any intenxq[>tbn. When tbe dessert had made its apqpearanoe, I beckooed 
the waiter towards me, and asked what the landlord meant by his siognhr 
reception of me. The man shrugged his shoulders and raised his eyebrovs 
without speaking, as if to imply, " it's his way." 

" Well, then, no matter," said L " Have you seat my luggage up- 
stairs?" 

" No, sir, there is no room— 4he house is fulL" 

" The house full 1 Confound it— this is too prorokiag. I haive wst 
urgent reasons for wishing to stay here. Cannot you make some anange- 
ment — see about it, waiter." I here slipped a Napoleon into the f^w's 
hand, and hinted that as much more awaited the finale of the negotiaiiioiL 

In about a minute after, I perceiyed - him behind the host*s chair plndiiig 
my cause with considerable energy ; but to my complete chagrin I heard the 
oilier answer all his eloquence by a loud " Nein," that he grunted oat in 
such a manner as closed the conference. 

" I cannot suooed, sir," said the man, as he passed behind me, " but don't 
leaye the house till I speak with you again." 

''What confounded mystery is there injiU this?" thought L <* Is there any- 
thing so suspicious in my look or appearance, that the dd bear in the for cap 
will not even admit meP What can it all mean? One thing PmresolTed 
npon— nothing less than force shall remoTC me." 

So saying, I lit nry cigar, and in order to give the waiter an opportamij 
of conferring with me unobserred by his mastor, walked out into the porch 
and sat down. 

In a few minutes he joined me, and after a stealthy look on eaeh aide, 
said— 

''The Hen Andreas is a hard man to deal with, and when he s^ a 
thing, never goes back of it. Now,he has been expecting the new fingliah 
Charge d' Affaires here these last ten days, and has k^ the hotel half 
empty in consequence; and as Milor CaUonby has engaged the other half, 
why we hare nothing to do; so that; when he asked the postiliQii if 
you were milor, and found that you were not, he debonmned not to 
admit you." 

But why not have the dviliiy to explain that?" 
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" He seldom speaks ; and when he does, only a word or two at a time. 
He is quite tired with what he has gone through to-day, and will retire 
very early to bed; and for this reason I have requested you to remain, for 
as he never ventures up-stairs, I will then manage to give you one of the 
ambassador's rooms, which, even if he come, he*ll never miss. So that if 
you keep quiet, and do not attract any particular attention towards you, all 
will go weU." 

This advice seemed so reasonable, that I determined to follow it, any 
inoonvenience being preferable, provided I could be under the same rooif 
with mj bebved Jane ; and &om the waiter's account, there seemed no 
doubt whateva of their arrival that evening. In order, therefore, to foUow 
his injunctions to the letter, I strolled out toward the Place in search of 
the tailor, and also to deliver a letter firom Waller to the chamberlain, to 
provide me with a card for the oalu Monsieur bcnnetz, who was the veiy 
pinnade of politeness, was nevertheless, in fact, nearly as untractable as 
my host of the " Gross." All his peopb were engaged in preparing a suit 
for the "Rri gliah Charg6 d'Afiieures, whose trunks had been sent in a wrong 
direction, and who had despatched a courier from frankfort to order a 
miif arm. This second thwarting, and from the same source, so nettled me, 
that I greatly fear all my respect for the Eoreign-office, and those who live 
thereby, would not have saved them from something most unlike a blessing, 
had not Monsieur Schnetz saved diplomacy from such desecration by saying, 
that if I could content myself with a plain suit, such as cinliaDS wore, he 
would do his endeavour to accommodate me. 

" Anything, Monsieur Sdmetz ; dress me like the Pope's Nuncio, or the 
Lord Mayor of London, if you like, but only enable me to go." 

Althoi^ my reply did not seem to convey a very exalted idea of my 
taste in costume to the worthy artist, it at least evinced my anxiety for 
the ball; and running his measure over me, he assured me that the dress 
he would provide was both well-looking and becoming; adding, "At nine 
o'clock, sir, you'll have it, exactly the same size as his ExocUbdcj the 
Chai^6 d'Afaires." 

'< Confound the Charg6 d'Afaires l" I added, and left the house. 
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CHAPTER Lm. 

IJTH AT XUVIOB. 

As I had never been in Munich before, I strolled about the town tiU dusk. 
At that time the taste of the King had not enriched the capital with the 
innumerable objects of art which render it now second to none in Europe. 
There were, indeed, then but few attractions — ^narrow streets, tall, un- 
architectoral-looldng houses, and gloomy, unimpressiye churches. Tired 
of this, I turned towards my inn, wondering in my mind if Antoine had 
anooeeded in procoring me the room, or whether I should be obliged to 
seek my lodging elsewhere. Scarcely had I entered the porch, when I 
found him awaiting my arrival, candle in hand. He conducted me at once 
up the wide oaken stair, then along the gallery, into a large wainscoted 
room, with a most capacious bed. A cheeifol wood fire burned and crackled 
away in the grate-^he doth was already spread for supper — (remember it 
was in Germany) — the newspapers of the day were placed before me; and, 
in a word, every attention showed that I had found the true avenoe to 
Antoine's good graces, who now stood bowing before me, in apparent 
ecsta^ at his own devemess. 

<* All very wdl done, Antoine ; and now for supper. Order it yourself 
for me; I never can find my way in a German Speiss-carte ; and be sure to 
have a fiacre here at nine — nine precisely." 

Antoine withdrew, leaving me to my own reflections, which now, if not 
gloomy, were still of the most anxious kind. 

Scarcely was the supper pbced upon the taUe, when a tremendous tramp- 
ing of horses along the street, and loud cracking of whips, announced a 
newanivaL 

" Here they are I" said I, as, springing up, I upset the soup, and neadj 
threw the r6ti into Antoine's face, aa he was putting it before me. 

Down stairs I mshed, through the hall, pushing aside waiters and over- 
turning duanbermaids in my course. The caniage was already at the door. 
" Now for a surprise," thought I, as I worked through the crowd in the 
porch, and reached the door just as the steps were dattered down, and s 
gentleman began to descend, whom twenty expectant voices, now informed 
of his identity, welcomed as the new Gharg^ d'Affures. 

"May all the '' 

What I wished for his Excellency it would not be polite to repeat, nor 
most discreet even to remember; but, oertes, I mounted the stairs with as 
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Utile good-will towards the enroy extraordinary as was consistent with 
due loyalty. 

When once more in my room, I congratulated myself that now at least 
no more ''false starts" could occnr: ''The eternal Charg6 d' Affaires, of 
whom I have been hearing since my arrival, cannot come twice. He is 
here, now, and I hope I've done with him." 

The supper — some greasiness apiart— was good; the wine excellent. My 
spirits were gradually rising, and I paced my room in that mingled state of 
hope and fear, that, amid all its anxieties, has such moments of ecstasy. 
A new noise without — some rabble in the street ; hark ! it comes nearer — 
I hear the sound of wheels ; yes, there go the horses — nearer and nearer. 
Ah, it is dying away again — stay — yes, yes, here it is, here they are ! The 
noise and tumnlt without now increased every instant ; the heavy trot of six or 
eight horses shook the very street, and I heard the round, dull, rumbling sound 
of a heavy carriage, as it drew up at last at the door of the inn. Why it 
was, I know not, but this time I could not stir ; my heart beat almost loud 
enough for me to hear; my temples throbbed, and then a cold and clammy 
perspiration came over me, and I sank into a chair. Eearing that I was 
about to faint, sick as I was, I felt angry with myself, and tried to rally, 
but could not, and only at length was roused by hearing that the steps were 
let down, and shortly after, the tread of feet coming along the gallery 
towards my room. 

"They are coming — she is coming," thought I. "Now then for my 
doom !" 

There was some noise of voices outside. I listened, for I still felt unable 
to rise. The talking grew louder— doors were opened and shut — then came 
a lull— then more slamming of doors and more talking^hen all was still 
again— and at last I heard the steps of people as if retiring, and in a few 
minutes after, the carriage door was jammed to, and again the heavy tramp 
of the horses rattled over the pav^« At this instant Antoine entered. 

" Well, Antoine," said I, in a voice trembling with weakness and agitation 
—"well, who has arrived?" 

*' It was his Grace the Grand Mar^chal," said Antoine, scarcely heeding 
my question, in the importance of the illustrious visitor who had come. 

'Ah, the Grand Mar^chal," said I, carelessly; "does he live here?" 
Sappermint nein, Mein Herr ; but he has just been to pay his respects 
to his ExceUency the new Charg^ d' Affaires." 

In the name of all patience, I ask, who could endure this ? From the hour 
of my arrival I am haunted by this one image — the Charg^ d' Affaires. For 
him I have been almost condemned to go houseless, and naked; and now 
the n^ost sacred feelings of my heart are subject to his influence. I walked 
ap and down in an agony. "Another such disappointment, and my brain will. 
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ton,*' tliooglKt I, ''and tbey nay mite my epitaph— ^Bied of love aod a 
Charge d'Affaires/ " 

''It u time to diesa/' aaid tlie waiter. 

''I ootdd strangle liim wiQi 117 own hands,'* mntteied I, woiked tap mto 
a real heat by the emtement of mj-paaaam, 

"The Charge " 

''Say that name again, yillain, and m bbw you braiBs out," craed^ 
seizmg Antome by the tbroat, and pinning him against the wall; "odh^daie 
to mirtter it, and yon'U never breathe another ajUafaile " 

The poor fellow grew green with terror, and fell npon his knees before 
me. 

"Get my dressiBg tbmgs ready/' said I, in a more snbdiied tone. ''Idid 
not mean to teirify yon— but beware of what I told jcpoJ' 

While Antoine oocapied himself with the pcepanit!0iis for my toiletlSG^ I 
sat 1m)odin^ over tiie wood embers, thinking (^ my &te. 

A knock came to the door. It was the tailor's servant with my dothes. 
He laid down the paiedL and retired, while Antoine proceeded to openit, aad 
exhibit before me a bine nnifonn with emfaroideied collar and cii£&— the 
whole, without being gaudj, bdng sdBciently handsome, and quite as showy 
as I could wish. 

The poor waiter expressed his nnqnalified iq^proval of Ihe oastom^ 
and talked away about the approaching ball as something jse-eminently 
magflifioent. 

"You had better look after the fiacre, Antoine," said I ; " it is past maie." 

He walked towards the door, opened it, and then turning round, said, in a 
kind of low, confidential whisper, pointing, with the thumb of his left hand, 
towards the waUof the room as he spoke — 

"He won't go— veiy strange that." 

"Who do yon meanP** said I, quite nnconsdons of the alluskm. 

"TheCJharg^d'Air '* 

I made one spring at him, bat he slammed the door to, and belbreloould 
reach the lobby, I heard him rolling from top to bottom of the oak staircase, 
making noise enough in his fall to aooount for the fracture of evcrj bone in 
hisboc^. 
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OHAPTERLrV. 

THE BALL. 

As I was informed that tiie King wotild himself be present at the ball, I 
knew that Court etiquette required that the company shoold arrire before 
his Majesty; and, althongh at every minnte I expected the aniyal of the 
Callonbys, I dared not defer my departure any longer. 

''They are certain to be at the ball/' said Waller, and that sentence nerer 
left my mind. 

So saying, I jumped into the fiacre, and in a few minntes fonnd myself in 
the long line of carriages that led to the ''Hof-saal." Any one who has been 
in Munich will testify for me, that the ball-room is one of the most beantifQl 
in Europe, and to me, who for some time had not been liViug modi in the 
world, its splendour was positively dazzling. The glare of the chanddiers, 
the clang of the music, the magnificence of the dresses, the beauty of 
the Bavarian women, too, all surprised and amazed me. There were several 
hundred people present, but the £ing not having yet arrived, dancing had 
not commenced. Feeling as I then did, it was rather a reHef to me than 
otherwise, that I knew no one. There was quite amusement enough in 
walking through the saloons, observing the strange costumes, and remarking 
the various groups as they congregated around the trays of ices and the 
champagne firapp^. The buzz of talking and the sounds of laughter and 
merriment prevailed over even the orchestra; and, as the gay crowds 
paraded the rooms, all seemed pleasure and excitement. Suddenly a tre- 
mendous noise was heard without — th^i came a loud roll of the drums, 
whidi lasted for several seconds, and the dank of musketry — ^then a cheer ; 
it is the King. 

'' The £.ing !" resounded on all sides ; and in another moment the large 
folding-doors at the end of the saal were thrown open, and the music struck 
up ti^ national anthem of Bavaria. 

His Majesty entered, accompanied by the Queen, his brother, two or 
three Archduchesses, and a long suite of officers. 

I could not hdp remarking upon the singular good taste with which the 
assembly: — eU anxious and eager to catch a glimpse of his Majesty-^behaved 
on this occasion. There was no pressing forward to the "estrade" where 
be stood—- no vulgar ouriosity evinced by any one, but the groups continued, 
» before, to gather and scatter. The only diffaence being, that the telre 
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chair and duhion, which had attracted some ohserrers hef ore^ were, now 
that they were tenanted by royalty, passed with a deep and respectfdl saluta- 
tion. " How proper this," thought I, " and what an inducement for a monarch 
to come among his people, who remember to receive him with such true 
politeness." While these thoughts were passing through my mind, as I was 
leaning against a pillar that supported the gaflery of the orchestra^ a gentle- 
man, whose dress, covered with gold and embroidery, bespoke^ him as 
belonging to the court, eyed me aside with his lorgnette, and then passed 
rapidly on. A quadiiUe was now forming near me, and I was watching, 
with some interest, the proceeding, when the same figure that I remarked 
before, approached me, bowing deeply at every step, and shaking a very- 
halo of powder from his hair at each reverence. 

"May I take the liberty of introducing myself to you?" said he. ''Le 
Comte Benningsen." Here he bowed again, and I returned the obeisance 
still deeper. — " Regret much that I was not fortunate enough to make your 
acquaintance this evening, when I called upon you," said he, with another 
salutation. 

Never heard of that," said I to myself. 
Your Excellency arrived this evening?" 
Yes," said I, " only a few hours since." 

*'How fond these Germans are of titles," thought I. Rememberii^ that 
in Yienna every one is "his Grace," I thought it might be Bavarian polite- 
ness to call every one his Excdlency. 

" You have not been presented, I believe ?" 

" No," said I ; "but I hope to take an early opportunity of paying ' mes 
hommages' to his Majesty." 

"I have just received his orders to present you now," replied he, with 
another bow. 

"The devil you have," thought I. "How very civil that." And, 
although I had heard innumerable anecdotes of the free-and-easy habits of 
the Bavarian Court, this certainly surprised me, so that I actually, to pre- 
vent a blunder, said, " Am I to understand you. Monsieur le Comte, that 
his Majesty was graciously pleased '* 

" If you vnll follow me," replied the courtier, motioning with his cha- 
peau; and in another moment I was elbowing my way through the mob of 
Marquises and Duchesses, on my way to the raised platform where the 
King was standing. 

" Heaven grant I have not misunderstood all he has been saying," was 
my List thought, as the crowd of courtiers fell back on either side, and I 
found myself bowing before his Majesty. How the Grand Mardchal 
entitled me, I heard not ; but when the King addressed me immediately in 
English, saying, " I hope your Excellency has had a good jounn^ P* I said 
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to myself " Gome, there is no mistake here, Harry ; and it is only another 
freak of fortnne, who is now in good humour with you." 

The King, who was a fine, tall, well-built man, with a large, bushy mous- 
tachio, possessed, though not handsome, a most pleasing expression; his 
utterance was yery rapid, an^ his English none of the best, so that it was 
with the greatest difficulty I contrived to follow his questions, which came 
thick as hail upon me. Affcer some common-places about the roads, the 
weather, and the seasons, his Majesty said — 

"My Lord Callonby has been residing some time here. You know him?^* 
And then, not waiting for a reply, added, " Pleasant person — well informed 
— like him much, and his daughters, too— how handsome they are I" Here I 
blushed, and felt most awkwardly, while the King continuecU— 

" Hope they will remain some time — quite an ornament to our court. 
Monsieur le Comte, his Excellency will dance." I here muttered an apology 
about my sprained ankle, and the King turned to converse with some of the 
ladies of the court. His Majesty's notice brought several persons now 
around me, who introduced themselves ; and, in a quarter of an hour, I felt 
myself surrounded by acquaintances, each vying with the other in showing 
me attention. 

" Worse places than Munich, Master Harry," thought I, as I chaperoned a 
fat Duchess, with fourteen quarterings, towards the refreshment-room, and 
had just accepted invitations enough to occupy me three weeks in advance. 

" I have been looking everywhere for your Excellencr^," said the Grand 
Mar^chal, bustling his way to me, breathless and panting. His Majesty 
desires you will make one of his party at whist, so pray come at once." 

''Eigaro qul^ Eigaro Ik," muttered I. "Never was man in such request. 
Heaven grant the whole royal family of Bavaria be not mad, for this looks 
very like it. Lady Jane had better look sharp, for I have only to throw my 
eyes on an Archduchess, to be King of the Bavarian Tyrol some fine 
morning." 

" You play whist, of course ; every Englishman does," said the King. 
"You shall be my partner." 

Our adversaries were the Prince Maximilian, brother to his Majesty and 
the Prussian Ambassador. As I sat down at the table, I could not help 
saying in my heart, " Now is your time, Harry ; if my Lord Callonby should 
see you, your fortune is made." Waller passed at this moment, and as he 
saluted the King, I saw him actually start with amazement as he beheld me. 
— •" Better fan this than figuring in the yellow plush. Master Jack,** I 
muttered, as he passed on, actually thunderstruck with amazement* But 
the game was begun, and I was obliged to be attentive. We won the first 
game, and the King was in immense good humour as he took some franc 
pieces from the Prussian minister, who, small as the stake was, seemed not 
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to vbIUl Voting, His Mijestj now oompliiaonted me upon, my pkf. Hid 
was about to add sometiung^ wlm he p eroe ive d some one in tiie crowd, mid 
scat sn aidD-de-camp for bim. 

"All, nj Lord, we expected yoa eailier;'* and then said some wosda in 
tool0watoneformeto]iear,motk»iDgtowaE^mea8beapakB. ifWaflor 
was sotprised at sedng me where I was, it was notiiiag to Hkt effiscfc pn>- 
dnoed upon the present partj, whoai I now roeogmsed as LonL CaUoniisf . 
Bjcspect for the presence we were in restrained any ezpressioni on either 
side^ and « more hidicRras taUeaa than we preseoted can seaieelir be 
oonedifed. What I woald have giyen that the whist party was over, I need 
not asy, and certainLy his liijesty's eulogy npon n^ pky oame too soqb, 
for I was now so disoomposed, my eyes waadenng from the taUe to see if 
Lad^ Jane was near, that I lost every trick, and fimahed by revoking. The 
King roae half pettish^, observing that ''His EzeeUency seems htigatd^ 
and I mahed forward to shake hands with Lord Gallonby, totsUy forgetting 
the royal censore in my delight at disoorering my friend. 

''Lorreqncr, I am indeed rejoioed to see yon, and when did yoA arrive ?** 

**Ttk evening." 

" This evening ! and how the deuce have you contrived already, eh P-^-why 
yoa seem quite at home here F" 

<* Ion shall hear all,'' said I, hastay; "bntisLady CaUonby hereP' 

''No. Kilkee only is widi me; thcow he is^ figoranting away in a gakp. 
The ladies were too tired to oome; particokrly as tibey dine at CkNirt to- 
monrow, tiie fatigae would be too great." 

"I have his Mijesty's order to invite your Excellenoy to dinner to^monow," 
said tiie Grand MBr6cha], coming up at this instant. 

I bowed my aeknowledgmeats, and turned again to Lord Gallonby, whose 
surprise now seemed to have roadbed the dimax. 

" Why, Loirequer, I never heard of this ;^— when did yoa adopt tibis new 
career P" 

Not understanding the gist of the question, and conceiving Ihat it appMed 
to my success at CSourt, I answered at random, something about "fiiUing 
iqKm my legs, good luck, &o.," and once more returned to Ihe charge in- 
quiring most anxiously for Lady Gallonby's healtL 

"Ah! she is tolerably welL Jane is the only invalid; but then we hope 
Italy will restore her." Just at this instant, Sjlkee caught my eye^ and 
rushing over from his pboe beside his partner, shook me by both hands, 
saying— 

''Delighted to see you here, Lorrequer; but as I can't stay now, promise 
to iqp witk me to-ni§^ at tiie ' Chross.' " 

laooeptedof ooniae^and the next instant ha was wUriiii^ along in his 
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waUi, wiili (Hie of the most loreiy Gemum giils I ever ssw. Lord Callofibj 
9«r my admiration of her ^ and as it were repbfing to m j gaie, remarked, 

'* Yes, yery handsome^ indeed ; bat really Kilkee is going too far -with it. 
I rely upon you very much to reason him out of his folly, and we hxre ail 
agreed that you have most influence over him, and are most likely to be 
listened to patiently/' 

Here was a new character assigned me, the oonfideEildal &iend and adviser 
of the &mfly, trusted with a most delicate and important secret, likely to 
bring me into most intimate terms of intoeonrse with them all, for the 
**«»" of Lord CaUonby bespoke a family conasltation, in which I was de- 
puted as the negotiator. I at once prombed my assistance, saying, at the 
same time, that if Kilkee really was strongly attached, and had also reason 
to sappose that the lady liked him, it was not exactly fair; that in short, if 
the matter had gone beyond flirtation, any interference oi mine would be 
imprudent, if not impertinent. Lord CaUonby smiled slightly as he rq>Hed, 

" Quite right, Lorrequer ; I am just as much against constraint as yonrselfy 
if only no great barriers exist; but here, with a difference of religion, 
country, language, habits, in fact, everything that can create disparity, the 
thing is not to be thought of." 

I sospected that his lordship read in my partial defence of Kilkee a slight 
attempt to prop up my own case, and felt confused and embarrassed beyond 
measure at the detection. 

"Well, we shall have time enough for all this. Now let us hear some- 
thing of my old friend Sir Guy. How is he looking ?" 

" I am unfortunately unable to give you any account of him. I left Paris 
the very day before he was expected to arrive there." 

''Oh, then, I have all the news myself in that case, for in his letter which 
I received yesterday, he mentions that we are not to expect him before 
Tuesday." 

"Expect him. Is he coming here, then?" 

••Yes. Why, I thought you were aware of that; he has been long 
promising to pay us a visit, and at last, by great persuasion, we have suc- 
ceeded in getting him across the sea, and, indeed, were it not that he was 
coming, we should have been in Florence before this." 

A gleam of hope shot through my heart as I said to mysdf, " What can this 
visit mean?" and the moment after I felt sick, almost to fainting, as I aakad 
if my cousin Guy were also expected. 

" Oh, yes. We shall want him, I should think," said Lord CaUonby, with 
a very peculiar snule. 

I thought I should have faUen at these few words. " Come, Harry," 
thought I, "it is better to learn your fate at once. Now or never; death 
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itself were preferable to this oontiimed suspense. If the blow is to fall, it 
caa scarcely sink me lower than I now feel'* So reasoning, I laid mjhand 
upon Lord CaUonb/s arm, and with a face pale as death, and a voice all 
but inarticulate, said, 

"My lord, you will pardon, I am sure ** 

"MydearLorreqaer,** said his lordship, interrupting me, "for Heaven's sake 
sit down. How ill you are looking ; we must nurse you, my poor fellow." 

I sank upon a bench — ^the light danced before my eyes— the clang of 
the music sounded like the roar of a waterfall, and I felt a cold peispiratioii 
burst over my face and forehead ; at the instant I recognised Kilkee's voice, 
and without well knowing why, or how, discovered myself in the open air, 

"Gome, you are better now,'' said Kilkee, "and will be quite well when 
you get some supper, and a little of the tokay his Majesty has been good 
enough to send us." 

" His Majesty desires to know if his Excellency is better ?" said an aide- 
de-camp. 

I muttered my most grateful acknowledgments. 

" One of the Court carriages is in waiting for your Excellency," said a 
venerable old gentleman in a tie wig, whom I recognised as the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, as he added, in a lower tone, to Lord Callonby, " I fear 
he has been greatly overworked lately. His exertions on the subject of 
the Greek Loan are well known to his Majesty." 

"Lideed !" said Lord Callonby, with a start of surprise ; " I nerer heard 
of that before." 

If it had not been for that start of amazement, I should have died of 
terror. It was the only thing that showed me I was not out of my senses, 
which I now concluded the old gentleman must be, for I never had heard 
of the Greek Loan in my life before. 

" Farewell ! mon cher collogue," said the venerable minister, as I got 
into the carriage, wondering, as well I might, what singular band of 
brotherhood united one of his Majesty's 4 — ^th with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Court of Bavaria. 

When I arrived at the " White Cross," I found my nerves, usually proof 
to anything, so shaken and shattered, that fearing, with the difficult game 
before me, any mistake, however trivial, might mar all my fortunes for ever, 
I said a " Good night " to my friends, and went to bed. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

A DIBOOySBT. 



''A NOTE for monsieur/' said the waiter^ awaking me at the same time 
from the sonndest sleep and the most delightful dream. The billet was 
thus: — 

''If 'your Excellency' does not intend to slumber during the next 
twenly-fonr hours, it might be as well to remember that we are waiting 
breakfast. Eyer yours, 

« KiLKBB." 

" It is true, then," said I, following up the delusion of my dream — " it is 
true I am really domesticated once more with the Gallonbys ; my suit is 
prospering, and at length the long-sought, long hoped-for moment is 
co me ■ " 

"Well, Harry," said Kilkee, as he dashed open the door — "well, Harry, 
how are you ? — ^better than last night, I hope P'* 

" Oh yes, considerably. In fact, I can't think what could have been the 
matter with me ; but I felt confoundedly uncomfortable." 

" You did ! Why, man, what can you mean P Was it not a joke P" 

" A joke !" said I, with a start. 

"Yes, to be sure. I thought it was only the sequel of the other 
humbug." 

" 'The sequel of the other hxmibug !' Gracious mercy," thought I, getting 
pale with horror, "is it thus he ventures to designate my attachment to his 
sister ?" 

" Ck)me, come, it's all oyer now. What the deyil could have persuaded 
you to push the thing so far ?" 

"Beally, I am so completely in the dark as to your meaning, that I only 
get deeper in the mysteiy by my chance replies. What do you mean P" 

"What do I meanP Why, the affair of last night, of course. All 
Munich is fall of it ; and most fortunately for you, the King has taken it 
all in . the most good-humoured way, and laughs more than any one else 
about it." 

" Oh, then," thought I, "I must have done or said something last night, 
during my illness, that I can't remember now. Come, Kilkee, out with 
it. What happened last night, that has seryed to amuse the good people 
of Munich P for as I am a true man, I forget all you are alluding to." 
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*' And don't remember the Greek Loan, eh P" 

« The Greek Loan !" 

"And your Excellency's marked reception by his Majesty P By Jove ! 
though, it was the rarest piece of impudence I ever heard of : hoaxing a 
crowned head, quizzing one of the Lord's anointed, is un peu tropfori** 

" If you really do not wish to render me insane at once, for the We of 
mercy say, in plain terms, what all this means." 

" CJome, come, I aee you are incorrigible ; but as breakfast is vaitin^ all 
ihifl time, we shall haye your explanations below stairs." 

Before I had time for another question, Kilkee passed his arm within 
mine, and led me along the corridor, pouring out, the entire time, a whole 
rhapsody about the practical joke of my late illness, which he was pleased 
to say would ring &om one end of Europe to the other. 

Lord Callonby was alone in the breakfast-room when we entered, and the 
moment he perceiyed me, called out, 

" M, Lorreqner, you here still P Why, man, I thought you'd baye been 
oyer the frontier early this morning." 

" Lideed ! my lord. I am not exactly aware of any urgent reaaon for ao 
rapid a flight." 

" You axe not P — the deyil you are not ! Wl^, you must sorely haye 
known his Majesty to be the beat-tempered man in his dominioDs^ ti^en, or 
you would never have ^yed off sndi a fu$e; though. I most say, there 
never was anything better done. Old Heldersteen, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, is nearly deranged this moning about it. It seems that he was 
the first that fell into the trap. But, seriously speaking, 1 think it would 
be better if you got away from this. The King, it is troe, has behaved 
with the best possible good feeling ; but " 

" My lord, I have a favoni to ask, perhaps— indeed, in sSl likelihoodr— 4he 
last I shall ever a^ of yonr lordship ; it is tiiis : what are you ftllniling to 
all this while P and for what especial reason do you suggest my iwim<^ift^ 
departure from Munich P" 

" Bless my heart and soul ! you surely cannot mean to cany the thing 
on any farther P You never can intend to assume your ministerial fiuiotions 
by daylight r 

" My what ! — ^my mimsterial functions !" 

''Oh no, that were too mud, even though his Majesty did say tibafc you 
were Hhe most agreeable diplomatist he had met for a long time." 

" I, a diplomatist !" 

** You I — otftainly. Sorely, you cannot be acting now ! Why, gcadous 
mercy, Loirequer I can it be possiUe that you were not doing it by des^f 
Bo you really not know in what character you a|^>eaied last night P' 
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''If in any other than that of Hany Loirequer, mj lord, I pledge my 
hmioor I am ignorant." 

" Nor the uniform you wore — don't you know what it meant P* 

" The tailor sent it to my nxMn." 

''Why, by Jove! this will kill me!" said Lord Callonby^ bunting 
into a fit of laughter, in which JOkee, a hitherto silent spectator of our 
colloquy, joined to such an extent, that I thought he might bont a blood- 
vessel. " Why, man, you went as the Charge d'Affittrea." 

« I, the Charge d'Affaires !" 

^ That you did ; and a most successful dMi you made of it." 

While shame and oonfosicHi eovered me from head to foot at the absurd 
and ludi(nx)U8 blunder I had been guiUy of, the sense oi the xidicoloos was 
so strong in me, that I fell upon a sofa, and koghed on with the others for 
fall ten minutes. 

"Tour Excellency is, I am rejoiced to find, in good spizits,*^ said Lady 
Gallonby, enteiing, and presenting her hand. 

"He is so glad to have arranged the Qreek Loan,'* said Lady Gaihedne, 
smiling, with a half-malidous twinkle of the eye. 

Just at this instant, another door opened, and Lady Jane a^^peared. 
Luckily for me, the increased mirth of the party, as Lord GaOonby in- 
formed them of my blunder, prevented their paying any attention to me ; 
for, as I half sprung forward toward her, my agnation would have revealed 
to any observer the whole state of my feeHngs. I took her hand, which 
she extended to me, without speaking, and bowing deeply over it, raised 
my head and looked into her eyes, as if to read, at one gbnoe, my £ftte, and 
when I let fekll her hand, I would not have exchanged my fortune for a 
kingdom. 

" Tou have heard, Jane, how our friend opened his campaign in lionich 
last night?" 

" Oh, I hope, Mr. Lorrec[oer, they are only quizzing. Tou sorely conld 
not " 

" Gould not. What he could not — what he would not do, is beyond my 
calculation to make out," said Kilkee, laughing ; " anything in life, firom 
breaking an axletree to hoaxing a king." I turned, as may be imagined, a 
deaf ear to this allusion, which really frightened me, not knowing how far 
Eilkee's information might lead, nor how he might feel disposed to use it. 
Lady Jane turned a half reproachful glance at me, as if rebuking my folly; 
but the interest she thus took in me I would not have bartered for the smile 
of the proudest queen in Ghristendom. 

Breakfast over. Lord Galkmby undertook to explain to the Gourt the 
binnder, by i^dch I had unwit^m^y been betrayed into peocaoDating tte 
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newly-aniTed ministery atad as the mistake vas more of their cauaiBg than 
my own, my ezcoses were aooepted, aiid when hia lordship returned to the 
hotel, he hrought with him an invitation for me to dine at Conrt in my own 
nnaocredited character. By this time I had been carrying on the si^ -as 
briskly as drcnmstanoes pennitted; Lady Gallonby being deeply interested 
in her newly-amved porchases, and Lady Catherine being good-natored 
enoQgh to pretend to be so also, left me, at intervals, many opportimities of 
speaUng to ladj Jane. 

As I feared that such occasions would not often present themselres, 
I detennined on making the best nse of my time, and at once led the con- 
versation towards the goal I aimed at, by asking, " if Lady Jane had com- 
pletely forgotten the wild cliffs and rocl^ coast of Gbure, amid the tall 
monntains and gladered peaks of the 1^1?" 

'' Far from it," she replied. " I have a most dear remembrance of bold 
Moher and the rolling swell of the bine Atlantic, and long to feel its 
spray once more upon my cheek; but then, I knew it in childhood — yonr 
acquaintance with it was of a later date, and connected with fewer happy 
associations." 

''Fewer happy associations — how can you say so? Was it not tiliere 
the brightest hours of my whole life were passed— was it not there I first 
met " 

" Kilkee teUs me," said Lady Jane, interrupting me shortly, "that Miss 
Bingham is extremely pretty." ' ' 

This was turning my flank with a vengeance; so I muttered something 
about diffbrence of tastes, &c., and continued, '*I understand my worthy 
cousin Guy had the good fortune ta make your acquaintance in Paris." 

It was now her turn to blush, which she did deeply, and said nothing. 

" He is expected, I believe, in a few days at Munich," said I, fixing my 
eyes upon her, and endeavouring to read her thoughts ; she blushed more 
deeply, and the blood at my own heart ran cold, as I thought over all I had 
heard, and I muttered to myself, " She loves him." 

"Mr. Lorrequer, the carriage is waiting, and as we are going to the 
Gallery this morning, and have much to see, pray let us have your escort." 

" Oh, I^ sure," said Catherine, " his assistance will be eonsiderable— 
particularly if his knowledge of art ozdy equals his tact in botany. Dont 
you think so, Jane F" But Jane was gone. 

They left the room to dress, and I was alone — alone with my anxious, 
now half -despairing thoughts, crowding and rushing upon my beating brain. 
" She loves him, and I have only come to witness her becoming the wife of 
another. I see it all, too plainly: my uncle's arrival — Lord Callonby's 
familiar manner — Jane's own confessioiL All — all convince me that my 
fate is decided. Now, then, for one last brief explanationt and I leave 
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Municli, never to see her more/' Just a^ I had so spoken, she entered. 
Her gloves had been forgotten in the room, and she came in^ not knowing 
that I was there. What would I not have given at that moment for the 
iready-witted assurance, the easy self-possession, with which I should have 
made my advances had my heart not been as deeply engaged as I now felt 
it. Alas ! my courage was gone ; there was too much at stake, and I pre- 
ferred, now that the time was come, any suspense, any vacillation, to the 
dreadful certainty of refasaL 

These were my first thoughts, as she entered; how they were followed. 
I cannot say. The same wild confusion of my brain, which I once felt 
when mounting the breach in a storm-party, now completely beset me ; and 
as then, when death and destruction raged on every side, I held on my way 
regardless of every obstacle, and forgetting all save the goal before me ; so 
did I now, in the intensity of my excitement, disregard everything, save the 
story of my love, wliich I poured forth with that fervour which truth only 
can give. But she spoke not ; her averted head, her cold and tremulous 
hand, and half -drawn sigh, were all that replied to me, as I waited for that 
one word upon which hung all my fortune. At length her hand, which 
I scarcely held within my own, was gently withdrawn. She lifted it to her 
eyes, but still was silent. 

'^ Enough," said I ; " I seek not to pain you more. The daring ambition 
that prompted me to love you, has met its heaviest retribution. Farewell. 
ToUj Lady Jane, have nothing to reproach yourself with— yo« never en- 
couraged, you never deceived me. I, and I alone, have been to blame, and 
mine must be the suffering. Adieu, then, once more, and for ever." 

She turned slowly round, and, as the handkerchief fell from her hand — 
her features were pale as marble — I saw that she was endeavouring to speak, 
but could not ; and, at length, as the colour came slowly back to her cheek, 
her lips moved, and just as I leaned forward, with beating heart, to hear, 
her sister came running forward, and suddenly checked herself in her career, 
as she said, laughingly, 

" Mille pardons, Jane, but his Excellency must take another occasion to 
explain the quadruple alliance, for mamma has been waiting in the carriage 
these ten minutes." 

I followed them to the door, placed them in the carriage, and was turning 
again towards the house, when Lady Callonby said, 

" Oh, Mr. Lorrequer, we count upon you ; you must not desert us." 

I muttered something about not feeling welL 

'^And then, perhaps, the Greek loan is engaging your attention," said 
Catherine ; '' or, mayhap, some reciprocity treaty is not prospering P" 

The midice of tlds last sally told, for Jane blushed deeply, and I felt 
overwhehned with confusion. 

2b 
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** Bat pngr oome; the cbiTe wiU do you good.*' 
<* Tour hdjBhip wiU, I am certam, ezeiue ** 

Just as I had got so &r, I caught Lady Jane's eje, for Hie frst thne 
snioe ire had left the drawing-room. What I read tiiere, I oonld no^ fat 
the Kfe of me, aay; but, instead of finishing my seDtenoe, I got mto tiie 
canaage, and drove off, Tery much to the surprise of Lady GaDonhy, who, 
nerer haying stadied magnetism, knew Tery little the cause of my soddoi 
Moovery. 

The tiiriU of hope tiiat shot itenigh my heart soooeeding seiapidly the 
disk gloom of my despairing thoughts, buoyed me np ; and while I whispered 
to mysdf, ** All may not yet be lost," I summoned my best energies to my 
aid. Lnckily for me, I was better qualified to act as doerone in a gaUery 
than as a guide in a green-house; and with the confidence that knowled^ 
of a subject ever inspires, I rattled away about art and artists, greatly to the 
edification of Lady GaUonby— much to the surprise of Lady Catherine — 
and, better than aQ, evidently to the 8atisfEU!rtion of her, to win whose praise 
I wotdd gladly have risked my life. 

*'Thae," said I, as I placed my fair Mend befoce a deficious littie 
Madonna of Cario Dolce, — " tiiere is, perhaps, the triumph of colourings 
from the downy softness of that cheek, the luscious deptii of that fahie 
eye, the waving richness of those sunny locks, all is perfect ; fortunately so 
beautiiul a head is not a monopoly, for be painted many copies of Hda 
picture.** 

" Quite true,** said a voice behind; " and mine at EUxm is, I tioo^ if 
anything, better than this.'' 

I turned, and beheld my good old uncle. Sir Guy, wbo was stanffing 
beside Lady CaUonby. While I welcomed my worthy relative, I oonid not 
help casting a glance around to see if Guy were also there, and not per- 
oeiving him, my heart beat freely again. 

My unele, it appeared, had just arrived, and lost no time in joining us at 
the gallery. His manner to me was cordial to a degree ; and I peroeivad 
that, immediately upon being introduced to Lady Jane, he took considerable 
pains to observe her, and paid her the most marked attentioiL 

The first moment I could steal unnoticed, I took the opportunity of 
acAsng if Guy were come. That one fact was to me all, and upon the 
answer to my question I hung witb deep anxiety. 

" Guy here !— no, not yet. The fact is, Harry, my boy, Guy has not got 
on here as well as I could have wished. Everything had been ammged 
among us; Gallonby behaved most handsomely; and, as far as r^arded 
myself, I tiirew no impediment in the way. But still, I don't know bow it 
was, but Guy did not advance, and the matter now " 

''Pray, how does it stand? Have you any hopes to put dl to 
agamP" 
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Yea, Harry, I tlmik, with your assistance, mucli may be done." 
Oh, eonat upon me, by all means," said I, with, a sneering bitternfiss, 
that my nnde eonkL not have esoaped remarking, had his aitentian not been 
dcBwn off by Lady Gallonby. 

*' What haYC I done — what sin did I meditate before I was boiB» that 
I i^ouLd come into the world branded with faikre in all I attempt P Is 
it Bot enongh that my cousin, my elder by same months, should be rich 
while I am poor; honoured and titled, while I am unknown and unnoticed; 
hat is he also to be preferred to me in erery station in life P Is there no 
feeling of the heart so sacred that it; must not succumb to primogeniture P" 

" What a dear old man Sir Guy is," said Catherine, interrupting my sad 
reflections, " and how gallant ; he is absolutely flirting with Lady Jane." 

And quite true it was. The old gentleman was paying his deyoirs with a 
studied ansiety to please, that went to my very heart as I witnessed it. The 
remainder of that day to me was a painful and suffering one. My intention 
of suddenly leaving Munich had been abandoned ; why, I knew not. I felt 
that I was hoping against hope, and that my stay was only to confirm, by 
the most " dammng proof," how surely I was fated to disappointment. My 
reasonings all ended in one point. " If she really love Guy, then my present 
attentions can only be a source of unhappiness to her ; if she do not, is there 
any prospect that, from the bare fact of my attachment, so proud afEunily as 
the Callonbys will suffer their daughter to make a mere love-match P" 

There was but one answer to this question, and I had at last the courage 
to make it : and yet the Callonbys had marked me out for their attentions, 
and had gone unusually out of their way to inflict injury upon me, if all were 
meant to end in nothing. '' If I only could bring myself to think that this 
was a systematic game adopted by them, to lead to the subsequent arrange- 
ment with my cousin ! — if I could but satisfy my doubts on this head ^" 

What threats of vengeance I muttered, I cannot remember, for I was 
summoned at that critical moment to attend the party to the palace. 

The state of excitement I was in was an ill preparative for the rigid eti- 
quette of a Court dinner. AH passed off, however, happily ; and the King, by 
a most good-natured {illusion to the blunder of the night before, set me per- 
fectly at ease on that head. 

I was placed next to Lady Jane at dinner ; and half from wounded piide, 
half from the momentarily increiBsing conviction that aU was lost, chatted 
away gaily, without any evidence of a stronger feeling than the mere 
vidmty of a pretty person is- sure to inspire. What success this game was 
attended with, I know not; but the suffering it cost me, I shall never cease 
to remember. One satisfaction I certainly did experience — she was mani- 
festly piqued, and several times turned towards the person on the other side 
of her, to avoid the tone of indifference in which I discussed matters that were 
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actually wrmging my awn heart at the moment. Yet audi was the faittemeas 
of my spirit, that I set down this conduct on her part as coquetry; and 
quite oonyinced, myself that any slight encouragement she might ever haye 
giyen my attentions, was only meant to indulge a spirit of vanity, by adding 
another to the list of her conquests. 

As the feeling grew upon me, I suppose my manner to her became noore 
palpably cutting, for it ended at last in our discontinuing to speak ; and wheuk 
we retired from the palace, I accompanied her to the carriage in silence, and 
wished her a cold and distant good night, without any advance to touch her 
hand at parting—and yet that parting I had destined for our last. 

The greater part of that night I spent in writing letters. One was to 
Jane herself, owning my affection, confessing that even the rudeness of my 
late conduct was the fruit of it, and finally assuring her that fieuling to win 
from her any return of my passion, I had resolved never to meet her more. 
I ako wrote a short note to my unde, thanking him for all he had formerly 
done in my behalf, but coldly declining for the future any assistance upon 
his part, resolving that upon my own efforts alone should I now rest my 
fortunes. To Lord Callonby I wrote at greater length, recapitulating the 
history of our early intimacy, and accusing him of encouraging me in ex- 
pectations, which, as he never intended to confirm them, were fated to prove 
my ruin. More— much more I said, which to avow, I should gladly shrink 
from, were it not that I have pledged myself to honesty in these " Con- 
fessions," and as they depict the bitterness and misery of my spirit, I must 
plead guilty to them here. In a word, I felt myself injured. I saw no 
outlet for redress, and the only consolation open to my wounded pride and 
crushed affection, was to show, that if I felt myself a victim, at least I was 
not a dupe. I set about packing up for the journey — whither, I knew not. 
My leave was nearly expired, yet I could not bear the thought of rejoining 
the regiment. My only desire was to leave Munich, and that speedily. 
When all my arrangements were completed, I went down noiselessly to the inn 
yard to order post-horses by daybreak ; there to my surprise I found all activity 
and bustle. Though so late at night, a courier kid arrived from England for 
Lord Callonby, with some important despatches from the Government. This 
would, at any other time, have interested me deeply ; now I heard the news 
without a particle of feeling, and I made all the necessary dispositions for 
my journey, without paying the slightest attention to what, was going on 
about me. I had just finished, when Lord CaUonby's valet came to say, that 
his lordship wished to see me immediately in his dressing-room. Though I 
would gladly have declined any further interview, I saw no means of escape, 
and followed the servant to his lordship's room. 

There I found Lord Callonby in Ids dressing-gown and nighto^, sur^ 
rounded by papers, letters, despatch boxes, and red tape-tied parcels, that 
all bespoke business. 
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"Lorrequer, sit down^ my boy; I have much to say to you, and as we 
baye no time to lose, you must forego a little sleep. Is the door closed P I 
have just received most important news from England ; and to begin." Here 
his lordship opened a letter and read as follows: — 

" My deab Lokd, — They are out at last — ^the majority on Friday in- 
creased to forty yesterday evening, when they resigned ; the Duke has mean- 
-while assumed the reins till farther arrangements can be perfected, and 
despatches are now preparing to bring all our friends about us. The only 

rumours as yet are, L , for the Colonies, H ^ to the Foreign Office, 

W y President of the Council, and we anxiously hope, yourself. Viceroy 

in Ireland. In any case lose no time in coming back to England. The 
struggle will be a sharp one, as the outs are distracted, and we shall want 
you much. Ever yours, my dear lord, 

"Henri ." 

" This is much sooner than I looked for, Lorrequer, perhaps almost than 
I wished ; but as it has taken place, we must not decline the battle; now 
what I wanted with you is this— if I go to Ireland, I should like your ac- 
ceptance of the Private Secretary's Office. Come, come, no objections ; you 
know that you need not leave the army; you can become imattached; I'll 
arrange all that ; a propos, this concerns you ; it is from the Horse Guards ; 
you need not read it now though ; it is merely your gazette to the company ; 
your promotion, however, shall not stop there. However, the important 
thing I want with you is this : I wish you to start for England to-morrow ; 
circumstances prevent my going from this for a few days. You can see 

L and W , &c., and explain all I have to say ; I shall write a few 

letters, and some hints for your own guidance ; and as Kilkee never would 
have head for these matters, I look to your friendship to do it for me.** 

Looking only to the past, as the proposal suited my already-made resolve 
to quit Munich, I acceded at once, and assured Lord Callonby that I should 
be ready in an hour. 

''Quite right, Lorrequer, but still I shall not need this j;^ you cannot leave 
before eleven or twelve o'clock; in fact, I have another service to exact at 
your hands before we part with you'; meanwhile, try and get some sleep ; you 
are not Ukely to know anything of a bed before you reach the Clarendon." 
So saying, he hurried me firom the roopi, and as he closed the door, I 
heard him muttering his satisfaction, that already, so far, all had been well 
arranged. 
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CHAPTER LVL 
ooncLUUcnr. 

Bump eme an me, iritflunit my feeliiig it, and amid all tiie iMstaOting 
aod pieaBuig thoughta that embanraasedme, looly airokeipfaentlieiQli 
of the caliche aomided beneath mj ^window, asnd warned me that I must be 
sfeffiing and leacb^ for the road. 

"Sinoe it is to be tfaua/' thought I, ''it is randi better thacfc this oppor- 
timity ahonld occur of my getting away at once, and thus obviate the nn- 
pleasantness of any future meeting with Lady Jane, and the thousand oon- 
jectnrea that my departure, so sudden and unannounced, might give rise to. 
So be it, and I have now only one hope more — that the terms we last parted 
on may prevent her appearing at the breakfast-table." With these words I 
entered the room, where the CaUonbys were assembled. 

" This is too provoking, really, Mr. Lorrequer,'' said Lady CaUonby, with 
her sweetest smile, and most civil numner ; " qmte too bad to lose you now 
that you have just joined us." 

"Come, no tampering with our party," said LordCaJlonby; "my fiiend 
here must not be seduced by honeyed words and soft speeches from the high 
road that leads to honours and distinctions. Now for your instructions." 
Here his lordship entered into a very deep discussion as to the conditions 
upon which his support might be expected and relied upon, which Kilkee 
from time to time interrupted by certain quizzing allusions to the low price 
he put upon his services, and suggested that a mission for myself should 
certainly enter into the compact. 

At length breakfast was over, and Lord Callonby said, " Now make your 
adieuz, and let me see you for a moment in Sir Ghiy's room; we have a little 
discussion there, in which your assistance is wanting." I accordingly took 
my furewell of Lady CaUonby, and approached to do so to Lady Jane ; but 
much to my surprise, she made me a very distant salute, and said in her 
coldest tone, " I hope you may have a pleasant joum^." Before I had re- 
covered my surprise at this movement, Kilkee came forward and offered to 
accompany me a few miles of the road. I accepted readily the kind ofier, 
and onoe more bowing to the ladies, withdrew. " And thus it is," thou^t 
I, " that I leave all my long-dreamed-of happiness, and such is the end of 
many a long day's ardent expectation." When I entered my uncle's room, 
my temper was certainly not in the mood most fit for further trials, though 
it was doomed to meet theuL 
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"Mmxj, BTf hajy we are in great wast of yoa hese, ud, as time pnMes, 
vm mast state our ease y«iy Imefly. You are aware. Sir Guy tells me, that 
your ooosin Gxty has been received andmg us as tiie suitor of my eldest 
daughter. It has been an old compact between us to unite our fiaDoilioB by 
ties still stranger than our yery ancient Mendship, and this match has been 
accordingly looked to by us both with mach anxiety. Now, although o(n oar 
parts I think no obstacle intervenes, yet I am sorry to say there appear dif- 
ficulties in other quarters, in fact, certain stories have reached Lady Jane's 
ears concerning your cousin, which have greatiy prejudiced her against him, 
and we have reason to think most unfairly ; for we have succeeded in tracing 
some of the offences in question, not to Guy, but to a Mr. Morewood, who 
it seems has personated your cousin upon more than one occasion, and not a 
little to his disadvantage. Now we wish you to sift these matters to the 
bottom, by your going to Paris as soon as you can venture to leave London 
— find out this man, and, if possible, make all straight ; if money is wanting, 
he nmst of course have it; but bear one thing in mind, that any possible 
step which may remove this unhappy impression from my daughter's mind, 
wiu'be of h^te service, and nev^foritten by r.. K«:..lu«S 
some dislike to Guy. You have only, however, to talk to him on the matter, 
and he is sure to pay attention to you." 

"And, Hany," said my uncle, ''tell Guy I am much displsased that he is 
not here ; I expected him to leave Paris with me, but some absurd wager at 
the Jock^ Club detained him." 

"Another thing, Hany, you may as well m»Ltion to your cousin, that Sir 
Guy has complied with every suggestion that he formerly threw out — he will 
understand the allusion." 

" Oh yes," said my unde ; "tell him roundly, he shall have Elton Hall ; I 
have fitted up Macsden for myself; so no difficulty lies in that quarter.'' 

" You may add, if you hke, that my present position with the government 
enables me to offer him a speedy prospect of a regiment, andthat Ithink he 
had bettear not leave the army." 

"And say that by next post Hamerdoth's bond for the sis thousand 
shall be paid o£^ and let hun send me a note of any other large sum he 



owes." 



« 



ce 



And above all things, no more delays. I must have this for England 

inevitably, and as the ladies will probably prefer wintering in Italy ** 

Oh, certainly," said my unde, " the wedding must take place at once." 
I scarcely can ask you to come to us on the occasion, though I need 

not say how greatly we should all fed gratified if you could do so," said my 

losd. 
While this cross fire went on from both sides, I looked from one to the 

oi^ of the s^eskea. My first impression bdng, that having perodved and 
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disliked my attention to Lady Jane, they adopted thia '^maavaise plaisan- 
teiie" as a kind of smart lesson for my fatore gnidancQ. My next impres- 
sion was that they were really in earnest, bnt about the veiy stupidest pair 
of dd gentlemen that ever wore hair powder. 

*' And this is all," said I, drawing a long breath, and inwardly uttering a 
short prayer for patience. 

''Why, I believe I have mentioned ererything," said Lord Callonby, 
" except that if anything occurs to yourself that o£fers a prospect of for- 
warding this affair, we leave you a carte blanche to adopt it." 

''Of course, then," said I, "I am to understand that as no other dif&- 
cnlties lie in the way than those your lordship has mentioned, the feelings of 
the parties — ^their affections are mutuaL" 

" Oh, of course ; your cousin, I suppose, has made himself agreeable ; he 
is a good-looking fellow, and, in fact, X am not aware why they should not 
like each other, eh. Sir Guy F" 

" To be sure ; and the Elton estates run half the shire with your Gloucester- 
shire property ; never was there a more suitable match." 

" Then only one point remains, and that being complied with, you may 
reckon upon my services ; nay, more, I promise you success. Lady Jane's 
own consent must be previously assured to me ; without this, I most positively 
decline moving a step in the matter ; that once obtained, freely and without 
constraint^ I pledge myself to do all you require." 

** Quite fair, Harry ; I perfectiy approve of your scruples." So sayings his 
lordship rose, and leftthe room. 

"Well, Hany, and yourself, what is to be done for yoif.^— has Callonby 
offered you anything yet P" 

"Yes, sir, his lordship has most kindly offered me the under secretaiyship 
ia LreLind, but I have resolved on decliidng it, though I shall not at present 
say so, lest he should feel any delicacy in employing me upon the present 



occasion." 



tt 



Why, is the boy deranged?— decline it ! — ^what have you got in the world, 
that you should refuse such an appointment P" 

The colour mounted to my cheeks, my temples burned, and what I should 
have replied to this taunt, I know not, for passion had completely mastered 
me. When Lord Callonby again entered the room, his usually calm and pale 
fftce was agitated and flushed, and his manner tremulous and hurried; for 
an instant he was silent ; then turning towards my unde, he took his hand 
affectionately, and said, 

" My good old friend, I am deeply, deeply grieved ; but we must abandon 
this scheme. I have just seen my daughter, and from the few words which 
we have had together, I find that her dislike to the matdi is invincible, and, 
in fact, she has obtained my promise never again to allude to it. If I were 
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to ccHUirainiiie fieetings of my child, you yourself mnddnot pennit 
it. So kere kt us forget that we ever hoped for, ever eaksidftted on aplanin. 
wlochboth OUT hearts were so deeply interested." 

These words, few as they were, were spoken with deep feeling, and for the 
first time I locked upon the i^peaker with sincere regard. Th^ were both 
silent for some minutes ; Sir Guy, who was himself much agitated, spoke 
first. 

'^ So be it then, GaUonby, and thus do I relinquish one— perhaps the only 
difiering prospect my advanoed age held out to me. I hare long wished to 
have your daughter for my niece, and since I havo known her, the wish has 
increased tenfold." 

" It was the chosen dream of all my anticipations," said Lord GaDonby, 

" and now Jane's a&otions only but let it pass." 

^ And is there then really no remedy ; can nothing be thought of P" 
"Nothing:" 

'" I am not qnite so sure, my lord," said I, tremulously. 
" No, no, Lorrequer ; you are a ready-witted fellow, I know, but this passes 
eren yotir ingenuity ; besides, I haye given her my word." 
"Even so." 

" Why, what do you mean ? speak out, man," said Sir Guy. " PU give you 
ten thousand pounds on the spot if you suggest a means of overcoming this 
difficulty." 

"Perhaps you might not accede afterwards." 
"I pledge myself to it" 

"And I too," said Lord GaUonby, "if no unfair stratagem be resorted 
to towards my daughter. If she only give her free and willing consent, I 
agree.*' 

" Then you must bid highepr, unck ; ten thoosand won't do, for the bargain 
is well worth the money." 

" Name yonr price, boy, and keep yonr word." 

" Agreed, then. Holding my uncle to his promise, I pledge myself that 
his nephew shall be husband of Lady Jane GaUonby. And now, my brd, 
write Harry vice Guy in tlie contract, and I am certain my uncle is too 
faithful to his pUgbted word, and too true to his promise, not to say it shaU 
be." 

The suddenness of this rash declaration absolutely stunned tbem both, 
and then recovering at the same moment, their eyes met. 

"Fairly caught, Guy," said Lord GaQonby; "a bold stroke, if it only 
succeed." 

"And it shall, by G ," said my unde; "Elton is yoors, Harry, and 

with seven thousand a year, and my nephew to boot, GaUonby won*t refuse 
you.** 

2c 
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There are moments in life in which conyiction will follow a bold " coup de 
main," that never woold have ensued from the slow process of reasoning. 
Lnckilj for me, this was one of those happy intenrals. Lord Callonbj, 
catching mj nnde's enthnsiasm, seized me by the hand, and said, 

" With her consent, Lorrequer, you may count upon mine ; and faith, if 
tmth must be told, I always preferred you to the other." 

What my uncle added, I waited not to listen to, but with one bound 
sprung from the room — dashed upstairs to Lady Callonby's drawing-room 
—looked rapidly around to see if «Atf were there, and then, without paying the 
slightest attention to the questions of Lady Callonby and her youngest 
daughter, was turning to leave the room, when my eye caught the flutter of 
a cashmere shawl in the garden beneath. In an instant the window was 
torn open — ^I stood upon the siU, and, though the fall was some twenty feet, 
with one spring I took it, and before the ladies had recovered from their 
first surprise at my unaccountable conduct, put the finishing stroke to their 
amazement, by throwing my arms around Lady Jane, and clasping h» to my 
heart. 

I cannot remember by what process I explained the change that had taken 
pboe in my fortunes. I had some very vague recollection of vows of 
eternal love being mingled with praises of my worthy uncle, and the state 
of my affections and finances were jumbled up together, but still suffidentlj 
intelligible to satisfy my beloved Jane that this time, at least, I made love 
with something more than my own consent to support me. Before we had 
walked half round the garden she had promised to be mine ; and Harry 
Lorrequer, who rose that morning with nothing but despair and darkness 
before him, was now the nappiest of men. 

Dear reader, I have little more to confess. Lord Callonby's politics were 
fortunately deemed of more moment than maidenly scruples, and the treasury 
benches more respected than the trousseau. Our wedding was therefore 
settled for the following week. Meanwhile every day seemed to teem with 
its own meed of good fortune. My good uncle, under whose patronage, 
forty odd years before. Colonel Kamworth liad obtained his commission, 
undertook to effect the reconciliation between him and the Wallers, who now 
only waited for our wedding before they set out for Hydrabad cottage, that 
snug receptacle of Gurry and Madeira, Jack confessing that he had rather 
listen to the siege of Java by that fireside, than hear an account of 
Waterloo from the lips of the great Duke himself. 

I wrote to Trevanion to invite him over to Munich for the ceremony, and 
the same post which informed me that he was en route to join us, brought 
also a letter from my eccentric friend (^Leary, whose name having so often 
occurred in these Confessions, I am tempted to read aloud ; the more so as its 
contents are no secret, Eilkee having insisted upon reading it to a committee 
of the whole family assembled after dinner. 
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*'Deae LoBBEQXTEBj — The trial is oyer, and I am acquitted, but still in 
Sainte P^lagie ; for as the goyemment were determined to cut my head off, 
if guilty, so the mob resolyed to murder me, if innocent. A pleasant situa- 
tion this. Before the trial, I was the most popular man in Paris; my face 
was in eyery print-shop ; plaster busts of me, with a great organ behind the 
ear, in all the thoroughfares ; my autograph selling at six-and-twenty sous, 
and a lock of my hair at fiye francs. Now that it is proyed I did not murder 
the ' minister at war' (who is in excellent health and spirits), the popular 
feeling against me is yery yiolent, and I am looked upon as an impostor, 
who had obtamed his notoriety under false pretences ; and Yemet, who had 
begun my picture for a Judas, has left off in disgust. Your friend Treyanion 
is a trump ; he procured a Tipperary gentleman to run away with Mrs. Bam, 
and they were married at Erankfort on Tuesday lasi| By-the-by, what an 
escape you had of Emily : she was only quizzing you all the time. She is 
engaged to be married to Tom 0*Flaherty, who is here now. Emily's 
imitation of you, with the hat a little on one side, and a handkercldef 
flourishing away in one hand, is capital ; but when she kneels down and says, 
* Dearest Emily, &c.,' you'd swear it was yourself. — [Here the laughter of the 
auditory preyented Eilkee proceeding, who, to my utter confusion, resumed 
afEer a little.] — ^Bon't be losing your time making up. to Lord Callonby's 
daughter — [here came another burst of laughter] — they say here you. haye 
not a chance, and moreoyer she's a downright flirt. — [' It is your turn now, 
Jane,' said Kilkee, scarcely able to proceed.^ — Besides that, her father's a 
pompous old Tory, that won't giye a sixpence with her ; and the old cur- 
mudgeon, your uncle, has as much idea of proriding for you, as he has of 
dying. — [This last sally absolutely conyulsed aH parties.] — ^To be sure, 
E^ilkee's a fool, but he is no use to you. — ['Begad, I thought I was going to 
escape,' said the indiyidual alluded to, 'but your friend O'Leary cuts on eyery 
side of him.']" The letter, after some yery graye reflections upon the hope- 
lessness of my pursuit, concluded with a kind pledge to meet me soon, and 
become my trayelling companion. ^'Meanwhile," added he, ''I must cross 
oyer to London, and look after my new work, which is to come out soon, 
under the title of * The Loiterings of Arthur O'Leary.' " 

This elegant epistle formed the subject of much laughter and conyersation 
amongst us long after it was concluded, and little triumph could be claimed 
by any party, where nearly all were so roughly handled. So passed the last 
eyening I spent in Munich. The next morning I was married. 
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